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PREFACE. 


View  of  the  principal  states  of  Greece. — Characters  of  Deraatlcs, 
HyperideSj  Lycurgus,  and  yEscliin^js,  lbs  orators. — Character 
of  Demosthenes. 


To  animate  a  people  renowned  for  justice,  hu-* 

manity,  and  valour,  yet,  in  many  instances,  de- 
generate and  corrupted  ;  to  warn  them  of  the 
dangers  of  luxury,  treacliery,  and  bribery;  of 
the  ambition  and  perfidy  of  a  powerful  foreign 
enemy;  to  recall  the  glory  of  their  aticestors  to 
tlieir  thoughts;  and  to  inspire  them  M'ith  reso- 
lution, vigour,  atul  unanimity  ;  to  correct  abuses, 
to  restore  discipline,  to  revive  and  enforce  the 
generous  sentiments  of  patriotism  and  public 
spirit: — These  were  tb.c  great  purposes  for  which 
the  following  Orations  were  originally  pronoun- 
ced. The  subject  tlierefore  may  possibly  recom- 
mend them  to  a  Britisii  reader,  even  under  the 
disadvantn<res  of  a  translation,  bv  no  means 
worthy  of  the  famous  original.  His  candour  may 
pardon  them  ;  or  sometimes,  perliaps,  they  may 
escape  him,  if  he  suiters  his  imagination  to  be 
possessed  witli  tljat  enthusiasm  which  our  orator 
is,  of  all  otliers,  most  capable  of  inspiring;  and 

TOL.   I,  9, 


li  PREFACE/ 

will,  for  a  while,  interest  himself  in  the  cause  of 

Athens. 

To  the  history  of  Greece,  I  must  suppose  he  is 
Tio  stranger.  Yet,  though  it  may  not  inform  him, 
his  memory  may  possihly  be  assisted,  by  a  sum- 
mary review  of  the  affairs  and  interests  of  that 
country;  particularly  of  those  divisions,  which 
iiad  a  long  time  subsisted  betM^een  its  principal 
;>tates,  and  on  M-hich  Philip  justly  grounded  his 
hopes  of  success,  in  his  attempts  upon  their  li- 
berties. 

These  states  were,  Lacedemon,  Athens,  and 
Thebes. 

The  first,  famous  for  her  ancient  kings,  had  ac- 
quired new  splendour  under  the  reign  of  Lycur- 
Gus.  The  wisdom  of  the  constitution  which  he 
established,  and  tlie  exact  obedience  paid  to  his 
huvs,  preserved  the  state  from  those  domestic 
divisions  which  prevailed  in  other  places;  and 
the  remarkable  temperance  of  Sparta,  the  severity 
of  her  discipline,  her  public  spirit,  and  concern 
for  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  other  commu- 
nities, made  her  long  revered  as  the  parent  of 
Greece.  Her  constitution,  however,  was  not 
without  its  faults.  Her  government  savoured  of 
the  humour  of  her  inhabitants,  who  extended  the 
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same  harsh  severity  to  their  alHcs,  which  they 
used  towards  each  other.  Besides,  they  were 
devoted  to  arms  ;  and  their  constitution  required 
continual  M^ars  for  the  preservation  of  it.  This 
made  their  government  distasteful,  and  favoured 
the  amhition  of  the  Athenians  their  rivals,  who, 
though  a  more  ancient  people,  had,  for  many 
years,  (through  their  weakness  or  disorders,) 
lived  without  any  thought  of  command. 

j^HENS  was  originally  governed  by  kings; 
the  last  of  whom  sacrificed  his  life  to  the  good 
of  his  country  ;  and,  upon  his  death,  the  Athe- 
nians took  occasion  to  abolish  the  royalty,  and 
instituted  their  perpetual  Archons,  which  were 
changed  to  a  decennial,  and  afterwards  to  an  an- 
nual magistracy.  The  state,  however,  was  not 
completely  settled,  until  Solon,  by  his  wise 
laws,  restored  the  love  of  labour  and  husbandry, 
opened  a  way  for  commerce,  taught  his  country- 
men to  enrich  themselves,  and  found  means  to 
subdue  their  licentiousness  by  the  rules  of  jus- 
tice, order,  and  discipline.  Athens,  thus  re- 
formed, was  in  a  fair  way  of  growing  great  and 
illustrious,  when  one  of  the  citizens  found  means 
to  seize  the  supreme  power.  The  struggles  of 
the  Athenians  for  liberty,  against  the  successors 
of  this  man,  was  one  occasion  of  the  Persian  war; 
the    glorious    exploits   of   which    are    too   well 
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knoU'n  to  need  a  recital.  The  victories  of 
]\faratbon,  S^alamis,  and  Platcea,  the  chief  lionour 
of  which  the  Athenians  assumed  to  themselves, 
determined  the  character  of  that  people,  inspired 
them  with  the  highest  notions  of  glory  and  ho- 
nonr,  and  at  last  prompted  them  to  set  up  for 
sovereign  umpires  of  Greece. 

Sparta  \vas  willing  to  resTgn  to  them  the  com- 
mand  of  the  sea:  but  they  would  he  absolute  in 
all.  And  as  tliey  had  delivered  Greece  from  the 
oppression  of  the  Barbarians,  they  thought  them- 
selves entitled  to  oppress  her  in  their  turn.  They 
called  themselves  protectors  of  the  Grecian 
eities,  but  behaved  like  their  lords;  till  at  last, 
Sparta,  urged  by  the  complaints  of  several  states, 
against  the  violence  of  Athens,  began  the  famous 
Peloponnesian  war,  which  was  carried  on  with 
various  success  t\venty-seven  years.  The  un- 
happy expedition  of  the  Athenians  into  Sicily, 
first  shook  their  power;  and  the  victory  of  Ly- 
sandcr  at  iEgos-Potamos,  entirely  overthrew  it. 

By  this  event,  however,  Greece  only  changed 
her  masters.  Sparta  resumed  tlie -superiority  ; 
but  her  new  reign  lasted  only  thirty  years.  The 
Spartans  were  possessed  M^ith  such  a  prejudice  in 
favour  of  their  own  form  of  government,  that 
Ihey    attempted    to    abolish    democracy   every 
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IS  here:  and  wliilc  thcv  imposed  tlieir  thiity  ty- 
rants upon  Athens,  cstablislicd  u  government  of 
ten,  in  otlier  states,  composetl  of  men  devoted  to 
their  interest.  Tims  thev  became  more  absoUite, 
but  at  the  same  time  more  odious.  Their  pros- 
perity made  them  presume  too  much  upon  tJieir 
strength.  Their  forces  were  lent  to  support  tlie 
pretensions  of  the  younger  Cyrus.  TJieir  king 
Agesilaus,  was  sent  into  Persia;  where  the  great 
King  could  not  put  a  stop  to  his  progress,  but  by 
bribing  the  Greeks,  and  by  that  means  raising 
up  enemies  against  Sparta. 

The  Greeks  rea-dily  hearkened  to  his  solicita- 
tions. The  Athenians,  at  the  head  of  tlie  mal- 
contents, resolved  to  hazard  every  thing  for  li- 
bert3'  ;  and  without  reflecting  on  their  late  mise- 
rable con<lition,  jjresumed  to  affront  that  state 
Mhich  had  leduccd  them  to  it.  Tliev  knew  so 
veil  to  make  a  right  use  of  the  oversight  the 
Spartans  had  committed,  in  provoking  the  orcat 
king,  that,  joining  their  force  with  the  Persian 
fleet,  they  defeated  them,  and  rebuilt  their  walls  : 
nor  did  tiiey  lay  down  their  arms,  till  the  Lace- 
demonians were  obliged,  by  a  solemn  treaty,  to 
restore  the  Grecian  cities  to  their  liberty.  Tor 
although  the  Lacedemonians  pretended  a  volun- 
tary generosity  in  this  aftair,  yet  it  aj)peared,  by 
the  consexjuencc,  that  fear  only  had  obliged  them 
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to  it ;  as  they  took  an  opportunity,   some   time 
after,  to  oppress  Thebes,  though  expressly  com- 
prehended in  the  treat3\     This  raised   the  states 
of  Greece  against  them.     The  Athenians  (who 
always  harboured  the  most  inveterate  hatred  and 
jealousy  of  them,    and  had  lately  been  particu- 
larly provoked  by  an  attempt  of  one  of  their  gc- 
3ierals  to  seize  their  port),   set  themselves  once 
more  at  tlie  head  of  the  confederacy;  and  took 
upon  themselves  the  whole  expense  of  the  war  ; 
in  which  their  arms  were  crowned  whh  victories 
by  sea  and  land,   at  Corinth,    Naxos,   Corcyra, 
and  Leucas.     Thus  were  the  Spartans  (3bliged  to 
renew  the  treaty,  and  the  cities  of  Greece  again 
restored  to  an  entire  independency. — These  bold 
/  efforts  of  the  Athenians  to  reduce   the  Spartan 
power,  and  to  regain  their  former  sovereignty, 
are   frequently   extolled   in   the    following  Ora- 
tions, as  the  glorious  effects  of  their  concern  for 
the  liberties  of  Greece, 

And  now  the  peace  was  just  concluded,  and 
the  Greeks  had  the  fairest  prospect  of  enjoying 
it,  when,  on  a  sudden,  the  Thebans  started  up, 
and  asserted  their  claim  to  sovereign  poMer. 

Thebes  had,  from  tlie  earliest  ages,  been 
ranked  among  the  most  considerable  states.  The 
natural  slowness  and  heaviness  of  the  inhabitants 
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had,  however,  prevented  them  from  aiming  at 
any  pre-eminence.  In  the  Persian  war,  they  even 
had  the  baseness  to  join  with  the  Barbarians.  And 
in  order  to  screen  themselves  from  the  resent- 
ment of  the  Athenians,  on  this  account,  they 
afterwards  attaclted  themselves  to  Lacedemon ; 
and  continued  firm,  through  the  whole  course  of 
the  Peloponnesian  war.  They^  shifted  sides, 
however,  some  time  after,  and  had  some  contests 
with  the  Lacedemonians.  The  seizing  of  their 
citadel,  and  the  recovery  of  it  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Lacedemonians  by  Pelopidas,  had  created 
a  mutual  hatred  between  these  two  states.  And 
the  Thebans,  naturally  hardy  and  robust,  and 
grown  experienced  since  the  Peloponnesian  war, 
(from  which  time  their  arms  had  been  constantly 
exercised)  now  at  length  began  to  entertain 
thoughts  of  commanding.  They  refused  to  ac- 
cede to  the  treaty  negociated  by  the  Athenians, 
unless  they  were  acknowledged  chief  of  Bceotia. 
This  refusal  not  only  exposed  them  to  the  re- 
sentment of  the  king  of  Persia  (who  was  at 
that  time  particular!}*  concerned  that  the  Greek* 
should  be  at  peace)  but  raised  Athens,  Sparta, 
and  indeed  all  Greece,  against  tliem.  The  La- 
cedemonians declared  war,  and  thinking  them 
an  easy  victory,  now  that  they  were  deserted 
by  their  allies,  marched  their  forces  a  con- 
siderable way  into  the  Theban  territory.  Now 
}t    was,     that    Epamixondas    first    shone    out 
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in  all  his  lustre.  He  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
the  Thcbans,  and  met  the  enemy  at  Leuetra, 
where  he  ^ave  tliem  a  total  overthrow.  He 
then  marehed  into  Peloponnesus,  and  had  well 
nigh  made  himself  master  of  the  city  of  Sparta; 
relieved  some  peo])le  w  ho  had  been  oppressed  by 
the  Spartans;  and  by  his  justice  and  magnani- 
j"nitv,  his  extensive  abilities,  and  zealous  concern 
for  his  country,  promised  to  raise  the  Thebans  to 
the  most  exalted  degree  of  power  and  dignity  ; 
"sv'hen,  in  another  engagement  with  the  Lacede- 
monians at  Alantinca,  ho.  fell,  as  it  were,  in  the 
arms  of  victory. 

The  death  of  Epam.inondas,  isnd  the  peace 
"which  ensued,  slackened  the  zeal  of  the  principal 
powers  of  Greece,  and  rendered  them  too  secure. 
The  Athenians,  particularly,  (mIicu  they  saw  the 
jbrtnne  of  Lacedemon  at  the  lowest  ebb,  and  that, 
on  the  part  of  Thebes,  thcv  wvvo.  freed  from  all 
apprehensions  by  the  death  of  the  general,  the 
soul  of  their  counsels  and  designs).  Mere  now  no 
longer  upon  their  guard,  l.nit  abandoned  them- 
selves to  ease  and  pleasure.  Festivals  and  public 
entertainments  engaged  their  attention,  and  a 
violent  passion  for  the  stage  banished  all  thoughts 
of  business  and  glory.  Poets,  jdayers,  singers. 
and  dancers,  were  received  with  that  esteem  and 
applause,  whichyveredue  to  the  commandeis  who 
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fought  their  battles.  They  v/ere  rewarded  ex- 
travagantly, and  their  })erroruKinces  exhibited 
with  a  magnificence  scarcely  to  be  conceived. 
The  treasui  cs  wh.ich  should  h.ave  maintained  their 
armies,  were  applied  to  purchase  seats  in  their 
theatres.  Instead  of  that  spirit  and  vigour  which 
they  exerted  against  the  Persian,  they  were  pos- 
sessed with  indolence  and  effeminacy;  they  had 
no  farther  concern  about  the  aiiairs  of  war,  than 
just  to  keep  a  few  foreign  troops  in  pay  ;  in  short, 
treachery,  corruption,  and  degeneracy,  over- 
spread tliC  state. 

But  ^^'hile  they  v/ere  sinkinor  into  this  condi- 
tion,  they  found  tliemselves  unexpectedly  engag- 
ed with  a  very  formidable  enemy,  Philip,  king 
of  the  Macedonians,  a  people  hitherto  obscure, 
and  in  a  manner  l)arbarous ;  but  nov/,  by  the 
courage,  activity,  and  consummate  policy  of  their 
monarch,  ready  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  most 
extensive  empire. 

Philip  had  been  sent  early  into  Thebes  as  an 
hostage,  where  lie  was  so  happy  as  to  improve  his 
natural  abilities,  by  the  instructions  of  Epami- 
iiondas.  The  ne^  s  of  his  brother  Perdiccas  being 
slain  in  a  battle  with  the  Illyrians,  determined 
him  to  fly  to  the  relief  of  his  country;  he  eluded 
the  vigilance  of  his  guards,  and  escaped  privately 
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to  Macedon ;  where,  taking  advantage  of  the 
people's  consternation  for  the  loss  of  their  king, 
and  of  the  dangers  they  apprehended  from  an  in- 
fant reign,  he  first  got  himself  declared  protec- 
tor to  his  nephew,  and  soon  after,  king  in  his 
stead  ;  and  indeed  the  present  condition  of  the 
Macedonians  reqnired  a  prince  of  his  ahilitics. 
The  lUyrians,  flushed  with  their  late  victory, 
were  preparing  to  march  against  them  ;  the  Pa?o- 
nians  harassed  them  with  perpetual  incursions  ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  Pausanias  and  Argajus, 
two  of  the  royal  hlood,  pretended  to  the  crown  ; 
the  one  supported  by  Thrace,  the  other  by 
Athens. 

Under  these  circumstances,  Philip's  first  care 
was  to  gain  the  affections  of  his  people,  to  raise 
their  spirits,  to  train  and  exercise  them,  and  to 
reform  their  military  discipline.  And  now  he 
began  to  discover  those  abilities,  which  after- 
Mards  raised  him  to  such  an  height  of  poM' er,  and 
which  were  not  to  be  expected  in  a  prince  of  the 
age  of  twenty- two  years. 

The  chief  motive  of  the  Athenians,  in  sup- 
porting the  pretensions  of  Arga^us,  M'as  the  hopes 
of  getting  possession  of  Amphipolis,  a  city  bor- 
dering on  Macedon,  which  they  had  long  claimed 
as  their  colony.     It  had  sometimes  been  in  their 
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hands,  sometimes  cubjected  to  Lacedemon,  ac- 
cording to  the  difiercnt  changes  of  fortune  of 
these  states.  After  the  peace  of  Antalcidas,  the 
Greeks  acknowledged  the  pretensions  of  the 
Athenians;  and  it  was  resoivcd,  that  they  should 
be  put  in  possession  of  this  city  at  the  common 
cliarge.  Probably  the  people  of  Amphipolis  re- 
fused to  submit  to  their  old  masters:  for  the 
Athenians  were  ol)lige(i  to  dispatch  Iphicrates 
thither  with  forcts.  But  the  king?  of  Macedoii 
now  began  to  dispute  it  with  them.  Perdiccas 
made  himself  master  of  it ;  and  Philip  would  ver^*^ 
gladly  have  kept  it  in  his  own  hands,  but  this 
could  not  be  done  without  weakening  his  army, 
and  incensing  the  Athenians,  whom  his  present 
circumstances  required  him  ratlier  to  make  his 
friends ;  on  the  other  hand,  he  could  not  think 
of  sutfering  tliem  to  possess  it,  as  it  was  the  key 
to  tliat  side  of  h.is  dominions.  He  therefore  took 
a  middle  course,  and  declared  it  a  free  city; 
thereby  leaving  the  inliabitants  to  throw  oif  their 
dependance  on  their  old  masters,  and  making  it 
appear  to  be  their  own  act.  At  tl'c  same  time 
he  disarms  the  Piconians  by  the  force  of  presents 
and  promises,  and  then  turns  liis  arms  against 
the  Athenians,  who  had  marched  to  the  assistance 
of  Argteus.  A  battle  ensued,  in  which  Philip 
M'as  victorious.  By  the  death  of  Argaeus,  who 
fell  in  the  action,  he  was  freed  from  that  dispute; . 
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and  by  his  respectful  care  of  the  Athenians,  when 
he  had  tliem  in  his  power,  he  so  far  gained  upon 
that  people,  that  they  concluded  a  peace  with 
him.  He  now  found  himself  strong  enough  to 
break  with  the  Pceonians,  whom  he  subdued  ;  and 
having  gained  a  complete  victory  over  the  llly- 
rians,  he  obhged  them  to  restore  all  their  con- 
quests in  Macedon,  He  also  shut  up  the  en- 
trance of  his  kingdom  against  Pausanias;  but 
having  provided  for  the  secui'ity  of  it,  in  the 
next  place,  he  thought  of  making  it  more  power- 
ful and  flourishing. 

The  re-union  of  Amphipolis  he  considered  as 
the  principal  means  to  this  end;  and,  therefore^ 
under  pretence  of  punishing  some  wrongs,  which 
he  alleged  against  that  cit}',  he  laid  siege  to  it. 
The  moment  they  j)crceived  their  danger,  the 
people  of  Amphij)olis  sent  two  of  their  citizens  to 
Athens,  to  solicit  succours:  but,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent any  oj)position  on  the  part  of  the  Atheni- 
ans, Philip  gave  them  the  strongest  assurances, 
that  his  sole  design  was  to  put  them  in  possession 
of  it,  the  moment  it  was  in  his  po^er:  they  there- 
fore suffered  him  to  make  a  corjquest  of  it.  But, 
instead  of  performing  liis  pronnse,  he  proceeded 
to  take  from  them  Pydna  and  Potida3a,  \\\t\\ 
v;hich  he  purchased  the  friendship  of  the  Olyn- 
tliiangj   v.hom   it   concerned  him  at  that  time  to 
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obll^-e.  The  oolden  mines  of  Crenides  fell  next 
into  his  hands,  antl  coutribntcd  greatly  to  his 
successes. 

The  Atlienians  could  not  but  be  alarmed  at  tlie 
progress  of  this  prince.  His  vigilance  and  acti- 
vity, his  policy  imd  insincerity,  now  began  to 
appear  dangerous;  and  councils  M'ere  held  to  de- 
liberate upon  the  measures  proper  to  be  taken. 
But,  although  the  Athenians  Mere  possessed  with 
delicacy  and  sensibility,  and  entertained  magni- 
ficent ideas  of  virtue  awd  its  duties,  yet  they 
wanted  application,  constancy,  and  perseverance. 
The  good  (pialities  which  had  long  been  the  boast 
of  that  ])eople,  were  now  disappearing,  M'hile 
their  faults  increased.  Hence  it  was,  that  they 
easily  suffered  themselves  to  be  hdled  into  a 
false  security.  Besides,  they  had  enough  of  dif- 
ficulty to  support  their  jurisdiction  in  other  parts, 
and  to  bear  up  against  a  considerable  revolt  of 
their  allies. 

Tins  revolt  produced  the  war  called  the  social 
Avar,  which  lasted  three  years,  and  was  succeeded 
by  the  Phociau  or  sacred  war,  so  called,  because 
begun  from  a  motive  of  religion.  The  Phocians 
had  plowed  up  some  ground  adjoining  to  the 
temple  of  Apollo  at  Delphos,  which  their  neigh- 
bours exclaimed  against  as  sacrilege,  and  was  so 
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But  Philip's  apparent  danger  from  the  wound 
whieh  he  received  at  ^lethon^,  emboldened  Ly- 
cophron  to  resume   the  sovereign   power.     Tlic 
Phocians,    (who,  after  the  death  of  Philomelus, 
had  renewed  the  war  with  all  imaginable  vigour 
under  Onomarcluis,)  espoused  the  cause  of  this 
tyrant,  who  had  engaged  the  Thessalians  to  ob- 
serve a  neutrality ;  and  they,  in  return,  support- 
ed him  with  all  their  power.     Philip,   therefore, 
now    became    involved    in  the  general   quarrel. 
At  hist,   tlic  Phocian   general   gained  some   ad- 
vantages over  him;  but  he  afterwards  had  such 
succers,  as  enlarged  his  views,   and  inspired  him 
with  new  hopes  and  expectations.     He  thought 
of  nothing   less  than   the   conquest   of  Greece;  . 
and,    under   pretence   of  marching    against  the 
Phocians,    made  a  bold   attempt  to  seize  the  fa- 
mous pass  at  Thermopyla3,  which  he  justly  called 
the  key  of  Greece.     This  roused  the  Athenians 
from  their  lethargy.     At   the  fust  news  of  his 
march,   they  ilew  to  the  pass,   and  prevented  his 
desio-n    as  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  force 
his  way. 

We  may  reasonably  look  on  his  retreat  from 
Thermopylae  as  the  itra  of  Philip's  hatred  to  the 
Athenians.  He  saw  that  they  were  tlie  only 
people  in  Greece  capable  of  defeating  his  pro- 
jects, or  of  giving  him  uneasiness  in  his  own  king* 
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dom:  he  therefore  provided  liimself,  with  much 
diHgence,  a  fleet  composed  of  hglit  sliips,  w  hich 
might  disturb  their  trade,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
enrich  his  subjects  by  bringing  in  prizes.  He  also 
increased  his  army,  and  projected  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Athenian  colonies  in  Thrace.  At  the 
same  time,  he  practised  very  successfully  at 
Athens  itself;  and,  by  large  appointnjcnts,  se- 
cured some  eminent  orators,  to  charm  the  people 
with  delusive  hopes  of  peace,  or  to  frighten  theui 
with  expensive  estimates,  v.hile  they  pretended  a 
^eal  for  the  defence  of  the  state. 

Ix  a  democratical  government,  like  that  of 
Athens,  Eloquence  was  the  sure  means  of  re- 
commending its  possessor  to  the  attention  and 
regard  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  of  raising  him 
to  all  public  honours  and  advantages.  The  gra- 
dual improvements  of  literature  had  introduced 
and  perfected  the  arts  of  moving  and  persuading; 
and  perhaps  the  disorders  of  the  state  contributed 
to  make  them  more  important,  called  forth  a 
greater  number  of  public  speakers,  and  opened  a 
larger  field  for  their  abilities.  Many  of  those  ora- 
tors, who,  about  that  time,  took  the  lead  in  tlie 
Athenian  assemblies,  are  lost  to  posterity.  The 
characters,  hov/ever,  of  the  most  eminent  have 
been  transmitted,  or  may  be  collected  from  the 
writings  of  antiquity. 

YQU  I.  h 
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Demades,  by  his  birth  and  education,  seemed 
destined  to  meanness  and  obscurity  :  but  as  the 
Athenian  assembly  admitted  persons  of  all  ranks 
and  occupations  to  speak  their  sentiments,  his 
po\\xrs  soon  recommended  him  to  his  country- 
men, and  raised  him  from  the  low  condition  of  a 
common  mariner,  to  the  administration  and  di- 
rection of  public  affairs.  His  private  life  was 
stained  with  tliose  brutal  excesses,  which  fre- 
quently attend  the  want  of  early  culture,  and  an 
intercourse  with  the  inferior  and  least  refined 
part  of  mankind.  His  conduct,  as  a  leader  and 
minister,  M'as  not  actuated  by  the  principles  of 
delicate  honour  and  integrity ;  and  his  eloquence 
seems  to  have  received  a  tincture  from  his  ori- 
ginal condition.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  strong, 
bold,  and  M'hat  we  call  a  blunt  speaker,  Mhose 
manner,  rude  and  daring,  and  sometimes  border- 
ing on  extravagance,  had  oftentimes  a  greater 
effect  than  the  more  corrected  style  of  other 
speakers,  M'ho  confined  themselves  within  the 
bounds  of  decorum  and  good-breeding, 

Hyperides,  on  the  contrary,  was  blessed  with 
all  the  graces  of  relinement:  harmonious,  ele- 
gant, and  polite,  with  a  M^ell-bred  festivity,  and 
delicate  irony  ;  excellent  in  panegyric,  and  of 
great  natural  abilities  for  affecting  the  passions; 
yet   his  eloquence   seems  rather   to  have   been 
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pleasing  than  persuasive.  He  is  said  to  have  been 
not  so  M^ell  fitted  for  a  popular  assembly,  iiwd  for 
political  debates,  as  for  private  causes,  and  ad- 
dressing a  few  select  judges  :  and  even  here, 
when  he  pleaded  the  cause  of  a  woman  for  wliom 
he  had  the  tcnderest  passion,  he  was  obliged  to 
call  the  charms  of  his  mistress  to  the  assistance 
of  his  eloquence,  and  was  more  indebted  to  these 
for  his  success  than  to  his  own  powers. 

Lycurgus  had  all  the  advantao'es  -which  birth 
and  education  could  afford  for  forming  an  orator, 
lie  was  the  hearer  of  Plato,  and  the  scholar  of 
Isocrates.  He  seems  to  have  been  particularly 
affected  by  the  charms  of  poetry,  and  the  polite 
arts;  nor  was  he  less  remarkable  for  dili^-ence 
and  attention  j  yet  his  influence  in  the  assembly 
geems,  like  that  of  Phocion,  to  have  arisen  rather 
from  a  respect  to  his  character,  and  the  general 
opinion  of  his  virtue  and  integrity,  than  from  his 
abilities  as  a  speaker. 

jEschines  was  an  orator,  whose  style  was  full, 
diffusive,  and  sonorous.  He  was  a  stranger  to 
the  glowing  exj)ressions,  and  daring  figures  of 
Demosthenes,  which  he  treats  w  ith  contemi)t  and 
ridicule.  13ut,  though  more  simple,  he  is  less 
affecting;  and,  by  being  less  contract ?;d^  has  not 
80  much  strength  and  energy.     Or,  as  Quintilian 
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expresses  it,  carnis  pins  habet,  lacertorum  minus. 
But,  if  we  would  view  his  abilities  to  the  greatest 
advantage,  we  must  not  compare  them  with  those 
of  his  rival  Then  will  his  figures  appear  to  want 
neither  beauty  nor  gramleur.  His  easy  and  na- 
tural manner  will  then  be  thought  highly  pleas- 
ing; and  a  just  attention  will  discover  a  good  de- 
gixe  of  force  and  energy  in  his  style,  which,  at 
first,  appears  only  flowing  and  harmonious. 

But  all  the''  several  excellencies  of  his  coun- 
trymen and  contemporaries  were  at  least  equalled 
by  Demosthenes.  Kis  own  no  age  or  nation 
could  attain  to.  From  him,  critics  have  formed 
their  rules,  and  all  the  masters  in  his  own  art  have 
thou'^ht  it  an  honour  to  imitate  him.  To  enlarge 
upon^his  character,  would  be  to  resume  a  sub- 
ject already  exliausted  by  every  critic,  both  an- 
cient and  modern.  Let  it  be  sufficient  to  say, 
that  energy  and  majesty  are  his  peculiar  excel- 
lencies. i"rom  the  gravity  of  Thucydides,  the 
pomp  and  dignity  of  Plato,  the  ease  and  elegance, 
the  ncatncss^nd  simplicity  of  the  Attic  writes, 
he  formed  a  style  and  manner  admirably  fitted  to 
his  own  temper  and  genius,  as  well  as  that  of  his 
hearers.     His   own  severity   determined  him  to 

»  Nihil  Lysiae  sublilitate  cedit  j  nihil  argutiis  et  acumine   Hy- 
pcridi5  nihil  lenitate  iEschini  et  splcndere  vcrborum. 
:  '  Cic.  de  Orat, 

6 


r  i\  i;  !■  A  c  E.  xxi 

the    more   torciMe   metlioils  of  astonisliiiig  and 
terrifying,  rather  than  the  gentle  and  iusuiuating 
arts  of  persuasion  ;  nor  did  the  circiinistances  and 
dispositions  of  his  countrymen  admit  of  any  but 
violent  impressions.     As  many  of  those  to  wlioni 
he  addressed  himself  were  men  of  low  rank  and 
occupations,  his  images  and  expressions  arc  some- 
times familiar.     As  others  of  them  were   theni- 
selves  eminent  in  speaking,  and  could  readily  see 
throuiih  all  the  common  artifices  of  oratorv,  these 
lie  affects  to  despise;   appears  only  solicitous   to 
be   understood;  yet,  as   it  were  without  design, 
raises  the  utmost  admiration  and   delight ;  such 
delight  as  arises  from  the  clearness  of  evidence, 
and  the  fulness  of  conviction.     And,  as  all,  even 
the   lower  part  of  his  hearers,  were  acquainted 
with  the  beauties  of  poetry,  and  the  force  of  har- 
mony, he  could  not  admit  of  any  thing  rude  or 
ne2:lis:ent,  but  with  the  strictest  attention  labour- 
ed   those   compositions  which  appear  so  natural 
and  unadorned.    I'liey  have  their  ornaments,  but 
these  are   austere   and  manly,   and   such  as  are 
consistent  with  freedom  and   sincerity.     A  full 
and  reirular  series  of  diffusive  reasonins:  would 
have  been  intolerable   in  an  Athenian  assembly. 
He   often    contents    himself  with  an    imperfect 
hint :   a    sentence,    a  word,    even   his  silence  is 
sometimes    pregnant    with    meaning.      x\nd    this 
quickness  and  vehemence  flattered  a  people  who 
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valued  themselves  on  their  acuteness  and  pene- 
tration. The  impetuous  torrent  that  in  a  mo- 
ment bears  down  all  before  it,  the  repeated  flashes 
of  lightning,  whieh  spread  universal  terror,  and 
which  the  strongest  eye  dares  not  encounter,  are 
the  images  by  which  the  nature  of  his  eloquence 
hath  been  expressed. 

As  a   statesman  and   as  a  citizen,  his   conduct 
was  no  less  remarkable.     If  the  fire  of  his  elo- 
quence seems   sometimes   abated,    his  judgment 
and    accuracy,   and  political  abilities,    are  then 
conspicuous.     The   bravery  ^vith  which  he  op- 
posed the  passions  and  prejudices  of  his  country- 
men, and  the  general  integrity  of  his  character 
(to  Mdiich  Philip  himself  bare  witness)  are  de- 
serving of  the  highest  honour  ;  and,    whatever 
weakn'^ss  he  betrayed  in  his  military  conduct, 
his  death  must  be  acknowledged  truly  heroic. 

The  reader  ^vill  observe,  that  the  Oration,  en- 
titled, On  the  llalonesiis,  is  not  admitted  into  the 
following  collection.     Some  critics  ascribe  it  to* 

^  In  the  oration  on  the  Halonesus,  the  speaker  takes  notice  of  • 
his  having  l>een  the  manager  of  a  prosecution  against  Calippus,  on 
account  o^f  an  illegal  motion  made  by  this  man  in  the  assembly, 
"  relative  to  the  boundaries  of  Carclia.  Hegesippus  was  the  person 
>vho  conducted  this  prosecution  ;  and  this  circumstance  Libanius 
mentions  as  having  (together  with  the  dilference  of  style)  Induced 
ihe  critics  to  ascribe  this  oration,  not  to  Demosthenes,  but  to  Ilc- 
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llegesippus,  an  Athenian  orator  of  inferior  clia- 
raeter.  But,  lionever  this  may  he,  it  is  eertaiuly 
entirelv  ditlerent  from  those  compositions  of  De- 
mosthenes  which  are  confessedly  gennine.  Ihat 
he  really  wrote  an^  oration  so  entitknl,  the  au- 
thority of  the  ancient  writers  confirm,  I  think 
suthciently.  But  one  would  he  tempted  to  he- 
lieve,  that  the  passages  which  they  have  quoted, 
had  heen  taken  up  hy  some  old  scholiast,  and 
inserted  in  a  performance  of  his  own. 

As  to  the  translation  now  offered  to  thepuhlic, 
the  author  has  no  douht  hut  that  it  will  meet  with 
all  due  indulgence  from  the  ingenious  and  judi- 
cious reader.  His  sentence  must  determine  its 
fate,  and  to  him  it  is  implicitly  suLmitted. 

gesippus.  To  this  we  may  add  another  circumstance  of  the  like 
nature.  The  speaker  observes  that  he  went  on  an  embassy  to 
Macedon,  in  order  to  obtain  an  explanation  and  arr.endmenl  of 
some  articles  in  the  treaty  concluded  between  Philip  and  the 
Athenians.  Hegesippus  was  at  the  head  of  this  embassy  :  nor 
was  Demosthenes  at  all  concerned  in  it,  as  appears  from  the  ora- 
tion of  this  latter  (ttsji  rr^s  T[a.cu.i:.) 

*  iEschines,  in  his  oration  on  the  embassy,  mentions  two  par- 
ticulars in  that  of  Demosthenes  on  the  Halonesus,  neither  of  which 
are  found  in  the  oration  now  extant.  The  first  is,  that  Demos- 
thenes treated  Philip's  ambassadors  with  great  severity,  and  in- 
sisted that  they  were  really  sent  as  spies.  The  other,  that  he  re- 
commended to  the  Athenians  by  no  means  to  submit  their  dis- 
putes with  Philip  to  the  decision  of  an  umpire;  for  that  no  one 
impartial,  mediating  state  could  be  found  through  Greece,  so  to- 
tally were  the  minds  of  all  men  corrupted  by  the  Macedonian, 
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WE  have  seen  Philip  opposed  in  his  design  ot 
passing  into  Greece,  through  Thermopyk'^,  and 
obUged  to    retire.     The  danger  they  had  thus 
escaped  deeply  affected  the  Athenians.    So  daring 
an   attempt,  which  ^^'as,  in  effect,  declaring  his 
purposes,  filled  them  with  astonishment;  and  the 
view  of  a  power,  which  every  day  received  new 
accessions,    drove   them  even  to  despair.     Yet 
their  aversion  to  public  business  was  still  predo- 
minant.    They  forgot  that  Philip  might  renew 
his  attempt,  and  thought  they  had  provided  suf- 
ficiently for  their  security,  by  posting  a  body  of 
troops  at  the  entrance  of  Attica,  under  the  com- 
mand  of  Menelaus,    a    foreigner.     They   then 
proceeded  to  convene  an  assembly  of  the  people, 
in  order  to  consider  what  measures  were  to  be 
taken  to  check  the  progress  of  Philip  :   on  which 
occasion,   Demosthenes,   for   the  first  time,  ap- 
peared against  that  prince,  and  displayed  those 
abilities  which  proved  the   greatest  obstacle  to 
his  designs. 

At  Athens,  the  whole  power  and  manage- 
ment of  affilrs  were  placed  In  the  people.  It  was 
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their  prerogative  to  receive  appeals  from  the 
courts  of  justice,  to  abrogate  and  enact  lavs^s,  to 
make  what  alterations  in  the  state  they  judged 
convenient ;  in  short,  all  matters,  public  or  pri- 
vate, foreign  or  domestic,  civil,  military,  or  re^ 
ligioiis,  w^erc  determined  by  them. 

Whenever  there  was  occasion  to  deliberate^ 
the  people  assembled  early  in  the  morning, 
sometimes  in  the  forum  or  public  place,  some- 
times in  a  place  called  Pnyx,  but  most  frequently 
in  the  theatre  of  Bacchus.  A  few  days  before 
each  assembly,  there  was  a  Uooy^a/xfycoc  or  placart 
fixed  on  the  statues  of  some  illustrious  men 
erected  in  the  city,  to  give  notice  of  the  subject 
to  be  debated.  As  they  refused  admittance  into 
the  assembly  to  all  persons  who  had  not  attained 
the  necessary  age,  so  they  obliged  all  others  to 
attend.  The  Lexiarchs  stretched  out  a  cord 
dyed  with  scarlet,  and  by  it  pushed  the  people 
towards  the  place  of  meeting.  Such  as  received 
the  stain  Vv-cre  fined  ;  the  more  diligent  had  a 
small  pecuniary  reward.  These  Lexiarchs  were 
the  keepers  of  the  register,  in  which  were  en- 
rolled the  names  of  such  citizens  as  had  a  right 
of  voting.  And  all  had  this  right  who  were  of 
age,  and  not  excluded  by  a  personal  fault.  Un- 
dutiful  children,  cowards,  brutal  debauchees, 
prodigals,   debtors  to  the   public,  were  all   ex- 
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rludcd.  Until  the  time  of  Cecrops,  women 
had  a  right  of  suffrage,  which  they  were  said  to 
have  lost  on  account  of  their  partiahty  to  Mi- 
nerva, in  her  dispute  with  Neptune  ahout  giving 
a  name  to  the  city. 

In  ordinary  cases,  all  matters  were  first  de- 
liberated in  the  senate  of  jive  hundred,  composed 
of  fifty  senators  chosen  out  of  each  of  the  ten 
tribes.  Each  tribe  had  its  turn  of  presiding,  and 
the  fit'tv  senators  in  o  tlcc  were  called  Prytancs. 
And,  according  to  the  number  of  the  tribes,  the 
Attic  vear  was  divided  into  ten  parts,  the  four 
first  containing  tliirty-six,  the  other  thirty- five 
davs  ;  in  order  to  make  the  Lunar  year  complete, 
which,  according  to  their  calculation,  contained 
one  hundred  and  fifty-four  days.  During  each  of 
these  divisions,  ten  of  the  fifty  Prytanes  govern- 
ed for  a  week,  and  were  called  Proedri :  and,  of 
these,  he  who  in  the  course  of  the  week  pre- 
sided for  one  day,  was  called  the  Eplstate  :  three 
of  the  Proedri  being  excluded  from  this  office. 

The  Prytanes  assembled  the  people  ;  the  Pro- 
edri declare  the  occasion  ;  and  the  Epistata^  de- 
mand their  voices.  This  was  the  case  in  the 
ordinary  assemblies  :  the  extraordinary  were  con- 
vened as  well  by  the  generals  as  the  Prytanes; 
and  sometimes  the  people  met  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, without  waiting  the  formalities. 
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The  assembly  was  opened  by  a  sacrifice;  and 
the  place  was  sprinkled  with  the  blood  of  the 
victim. — Then  an  imprecation  was  pronounced, 
conceived  in  these  terms:  May  the  gods  pursue 
that  man  to  destruction^  ■with  all  his  race,  wJio 
shall  act,  speak,  or  contrive,  any  thing  against  this 
state  !  This  ceremony  being  finished,  the  Pro- 
edri  declared  the  occasion  of  the  assembly,  and 
reported  the  opinion  of  the  senate.  If  any  doubt 
arose,  an  herald,  by  commission  from  the  Epis- 
tatJEjwith  a  loud  voice,  invited  any  citizen,  first  of 
those  above  the  age  of  fifty,  to  speak  his  opinion: 
and  then  the  rest  according  to  their  ages.  This 
right  of  precedence  had  been  granted  by  a  law 
of  Solon,  and  the  order  of  speaking  determined 
entirely  by  the  difference  of  years.  In  the  time 
of  Demosthenes,  this  law  was  not  in  force.  It 
is  said  to  have  been  repealed  about  fifty  years 
before  the  date  of  this  oration.  Yet  the  custom 
still  continued,  out  of  respect  to  the  reasonable 
and  decent  purpose  for  which  the  law  was  ori- 
ginally enacted.  When  a  speaker  had  delivered 
his  sentiments,  he  generally  called  on  an  officer 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  read  his  motion, 
and  propound  it  in  form.  He  then  sat  down, 
or  resumed  his  discourse,  and  enforced  his  mo- 
tion by  additional  arguments :  and  sometimes  the 
speech  was  introduced  by  his  motion  thus  pro- 
pounded.  When  all  the  speakers  had  ended^  the 
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people  gave  their  opinion,  by  stretching  out 
their  hands  to  him  whose  proposal  pleased  them 
most.  And  Xcnophon  reports,  that,  night  hav- 
ing come  on  when  the  people  were  engaged  in 
an  important  debate,  they  were  obliged  to  defer 
their  determination  till  next  day,  for  fear  of  con- 
fusion, when  their  hands  were  to  be  raised. 

PorrexeriDit  maiins,  saith  Cicero,  (pro  Flacco) 
et  Psephisma  naium  est.  And,  to  constitute  this 
Psephisma  or  decree,  six  thousand  citizens  at 
least  were  required.  When  it  was  drawn  up, 
the  name  of  its  author,  or  that  person  whose 
opinion  has  prevailed,  was  prefixed  :  whence,  in 
speaking  of  it,  they  call  it  his  decree.  The  date 
of  it  contained  the  name  of  the  Archon,  that  of 
the  day  and  month,  and  that  of  the  tribe  then 
presiding.  The  business  being  over,  the  Pry- 
tanes  dismissed  the  assembly. 

The  reader  who  chooses  to  be  more  minutely 
informed  in  the  customs,  and  manner  of  pro- 
cedure in  the  public  assemblies  of  Athens,  may 
consult  the  Archa^ologia  of  Archbishop  Potter, 
Sigonius,  or  the  Concionatriccs  of  Aristophanes. 
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Aristodemo,  Archon — A.  R.  Thilip.C). — Olympiad.  107.  An.  1. 

Had  we  been  convened,  Athenians  !  on  some  new 
subject  of  debate,  I  had  waited  until  moft  of  the 
usual  persons  had  declared  their  opinions.  Jf  I  had 
approved  of  any  thing  proposed  by  them,  I  should 
have  continued  silent :  if  not  I  had  then  attempted 
to  speak  my  sentiments.  But  since  those  very  points 
on  which  these  speakers  have  oftentimes  been  heard 
already,  are,  at  this  time,  to  be  considered  ;  though^ 
I  have  arisen  first,  I  presume  I  may  expect  your 
pardon  ;  for  if  they  on  former  occasions  had  advised 
the  necessary  measures,  you  would  not  have  found 
it  needful  to  consult  at  present. 

First  then,  Athenians,  these  our  affairs  must  not 
be  thought  desperate  ;  no,  though  their  situation 
seems  entirely  deplorable.  For  the  most  shocking 
circumstance  of  all  our  past  conduct  is  really  the 
most  favourable  to  our  future  expectations.  And 
what  is  this  ?  That  our  own  total  indolence  hath 

a  Though  I  haz'c  arisen  fint,  &c.  Demosthenes  was  at  that  time 
but  thirty  years  old,  which  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  apologize 
for  his  zeal  in  rising  before  the  other  speakers  :  and  the  ingenious 
turn  which  he  gives  it,  not  only  prevents  any  unfavourable  impres- 
sion on  the  minds  of  his  hearers,  but  engages  their  aftection^  and 
excites  their  attention,  by  the  tacit  promise  of  better  counsel  than 
they  had  hitherto  received.  Tourkeil*. 
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been  the  cause  of  all  our  present  difficulties.  For 
were  we  thus  distressed,  in  spite  of  every  vigorous 
effort  which  the  honour  of  our  state  demanded, 
there  were  then  no  hope  of  a  recovery. 

In  the  next  place,  reflect,  (you  who  have  been 
informed  by  others,  and  you  who  can  yourselves  re- 
member)  ^  how  great  a  power  the  Lacedemonians 
not  long  since  possessed  ;  and  with  what  resolution, 
with  what  dignity,  you  disdained  to  act  unworthy 
of  the  state,  but  maintained  the  war  against  them 
for  the  rights  of  Greece.     Why  do  I  mention  these 
things  ?  That  ye  may  know,  that  ye  may  sec,  Athe- 
niant !  that  if  duly  vigilant,  ye  cannot  have  any 
thing  to  fear  ;  that  if  once  remiss,  not  any  thing  can 
happen  agreeable  to  your  desires :  witness  the  then 
powerful  arms   of  Lacederaon,  which  a  just  atten- 
tion to  your  interests  enabled  you  to  vanquish  :  and 
this  man's  late  insolent  attempt,  which  our  insensi- 
bility to  all  our  great  concerns  hath  made  the  cause 
of  this  confusion. 

If  there  be  a  man  in  this  assembly  who  thinks 

'  a  Hrnv  great  a  fotver,  &c.  It  has  been  already  observed  in  the 
preface  to  these  orations,  that  Demosthenes  takes  many  occasions 
of  extollin'-  the  efforts  of  Athens  to  reduce  the  Spartan  power,  and 
to  regain  tliat  sovereignty  which  they  lost  by  the  viaory  of  Lysan- 
der  at  ^gos  Potamos.  These  efforts  he  every  where  represents  as 
high  instances  of  magnanimity  and  public  spirit :  though  revenge 
and  jealousy  had  no  less  share  in  them.  The  victories  which  tiie 
Athenians  gained  over  Sparta  at  Corinth,  Naxos,  &c.  and  winch 
he  here  alludes  to,  happened  about  twenty-four  years  before  the 
date  of  this  oration;  so  that  he  might  well  appeal  to  the  memonei 
^f  many  persons  present. 
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that  \vc  must  find  a  formidable  enemy  in  Philip, 
while  he  views,  on  one  hand,  thc^  numerous  armies 
which  attend  him  ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  weakness 
of  the  state  thus  despoiled  of  its  dominions ;  he 
thinks  justly.  Yet,  let  him  reflect  on  tli is  :  there 
was  a  time,  Athenians!  vvhiji  WiLpo<^>^( '^^^cd  Pydna, 
and  Potidica,  and  MethoJi^,  and  all  iIkU  ( ountry 
round :  when  many  of  those  states,  now  subjected 
to  him,  were  free  and  independent,  and  more  in- 
clined to  our  alliance  than  to  hi?.  Had  then  Philip 
reasoned  in  the  same  manner  :  ''  How  shall  I  dare 
*^  to  attack  the  Athenians,  whose  garrisons  com- 
"  mand  my  territory,  while  I  am  destitute  of  all 
"  assistance  !" — he  would  not  have  engaged  In 
those  enterprises  which  are  now  crowned  with  suc- 
cess ]  nor  could  he  have  raised  himself  to  this  pitch 
ofgreatncss.  No,  Athenians  I  he  knew  this  well,  that 
all  these  places  are  but''  prizes,  laid  between  the 
combatants,  and  ready  for  the  conqueror  ;  that  the 
dominions  of  the  absent  devolve  naturally  to  those 
who  are  in  the  field  j  the  possessions  of  the  supine 
to  the  active  and  intrepid.  Animated  by  these  sen- 
timents, he  overturns  whole  countries ;  he  holds 
all  people  in  subjection  :   some,  as  by  the  right  of 

*  T/ie  vumcrous  armies,  ^c.  The  number  of  Philip's  forces  at 
that  time  amounted  to  twenty  thousand  foot  and  three  thousand 
horse:  a  great  army  compared  with  those  of  the  Greeks.  At 
their  march  to  Marathon,  the  Athenians  could  not  assemble  more 
than  ten  thousand  forces.     Tourreil. 

^  Eut  prizes,  &c.  His  hearers  were  of  all  others  most  devotei 
•to  public  games  and  entertainments,  and  muft  therefore  have  bccu 
particularly  sensible  of  the  beauty  of  this  image. 
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conquest;  others,  under  the  title  of  allies  and  con- 
federates: for  all  are  willing  to  confederate  with 
those  whom  they  see  prepared  and  resolved  to  exert 
themselves  as  they  ought. 

And  if  you  (my  countrymen  ! )  will  now  at  length 
be  persuaded  to   entertain  the  like  sentiments  :  if 
each  of  you,  renouncing  all  evasions,  will  be  ready 
to  approve  himself  an  useful  citizen,  to  the  utmost 
that  his  station  and   abilities  demand  :  if  the  rich 
will  be  ready  to  contribute,  and  the  young  to  take 
the  field :  in  one  word,  if  you  v^'ill  be  yourselves, 
and   banish  those  vain  hopes  which  every  single 
person  entertains,  that  while  so   many  others  are 
encragcd  in  public  business,  his  service  will  not  be 
required  J  you  then  (if  heaven  so  pleases)  shall  re- 
gain your  dominions,  recal  those  opportunities  your 
supineness  hath  neglected,  and  chastise  the  insolence 
of  this  man.     For  you  are  not  to  imagine,  that,  like 
^  god,  he  is  to  enjoy  his  present  greatness  for  ever 
iixed  and  unchangeable.     No,  Athenians  !  there  are 
who  hate  him,  who  fear  him,  who  envy  him,  even 
amono-  those  seemingly  the  mofh  attached  to  his 
cause.     These  are  passions  common  to  mankind  •; 
nor  must  we  think  that  his  friends  only  are  cx- 
em.pted  from  them.     It  is  true  they  lie  concealed  at 
present,  as  our  indolence  deprives  them  of  all  re- 
source.    But  let  us  shake  off  this  indolence  1   for 
you  see  how  we  are  situated  ;  you  see  the  outrageous 
arroo-ance  of  this  man,  who  does  not  leave  it  to  your 
d.ioice  whether  you  shall  act.  or  remain  quiet  j  but 
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braves  you  with  bis  menaces  ;  and  talks''  (as  we  arc 
informed)  in  a  strain  of  the  highest  extravagance; 
.and  is  not  able  to  rest  satisfied  with  his  present  ac- 
quisitions, but  is  ever  in  pursuit  of  further  con- 
quests;  and,  while  w^  sit  down,  inactive  and  irre- 
solute, incloses  us  on  all  sides  with  his  toils. 

Whk:^,  therefore,  O  my  countrymen  1  when  will 
J-ou  exert  yonr  vigour  ?  w  hen  roused  by  some  event  ? 
When  forced  by  some  necessity  ?  What  then  are 
we  to  think  of  our  present  condition  ?  To  freemen, 
the  disgrace  attending  on  misconduct,  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  most  urgent  necessity.  Or  say,  is  it 
your  sole  ambition  to  wander  through  the  public 
places,  each  inquiring  of  the  other,  "  What  new 
"  advices  ?  Can  any  thing  be  more  new,  than  that 
a  man  of  Maccdon  should  conquer  the  Athenians, 

»  yiml  talis  (as  ivc  are  infurmed),  &c.  The  success  which 
h:td  hiiherto  attended  Philips  arms,  must  naturally  have  inspired 
him  with  those  designs  whi^h  he  afterwards  executed  against 
tlie  Athenians:  and  resentment  of  their  late  opposit'on  at  Thei- 
mopylac  might  have  made  him  less  careful  to  conceal  tlicm,  at 
lca-.t  in  his  own  court.  This  the  orator  represents  as  arrogant  arid 
extrafagant  j/icnact:s  :  not  that  a  man  \^ho  had  so  just  a  concep- 
tion of  the  weakness  of  the  Athenian  politics,  and  the  vigour  and 
abilities  of  their  enemy,  could  really  believe  such  designs  extra- 
vagant and  romantic.  But  it  was  part  of  his  address  sometimes 
to  avoid  shocking  the  national  vanity  of  his  countrymen.  After 
all  their  losses,  and  amidst  all  their  indolence,  they  could  not  en-f 
tertain  a  thought  so  mortifying,  as  that  the  conquerors  of  Persia 
and  the  arbiters  of  Greece  could  ever  see  their  liberty  essentially 
alVcctcd,  or  their  power  and  g\ory  entirely  wrested  from  thviia  by 
a  Ling  cl  Maccdon. 
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and  give  law  to  Greece  ? — "  Is  Philip  dead*? — • 

No,  but  ill  great  danger." How  are  you  con-  * 

cerned  in  those  rumours  ?  Suppose  he  should  meet 
some  fatal  stroke :  you  would  soon  raise  up  another 
Philip  if  your  interests  are  thus  regarded.  For  it 
is  not  to  his  own  strength  that  he  so  much  owes 
his  elevation,  as  to  our  supineness.  Aad  should^' 
some  accident  affect  him,  should  Fcaune,  who 
hath  ever  been  more  careful  of  the  sta^y  than  we 
ourselves,  now  repeat  her  favours  ;  jJ^Kl  may  she 
thus  crown  them  !)  be  assured  of  this,^  <*hat  by 
being  on  the  spot,  ready  to  take  advaf?!age  of  the 
confusion,  }^  wHl  e\:ery _wiiere_ be^^^  mas- 

ters ;  but  in  your  present ^dispositiQa,  even  if  a 

a  Is  P/ii/ij)  dead,  &c.  These  rumours  and  inquiries  of  the 
Athenians  were  occasioned  by  the  wound  Philip  received  at  Me^ 
thone,  the  year  before,  and  which  was  followed  by  a  dangerous 

fit  of  sickness. Longinus  quotes  this  whole  passage  as  a  beau-* 

tiful  instance  of  those  pathetic  figures,  which  give  life,  and  force, 
and  energy  to  an  oration,  Toukreil. 

The  English  reader  will  find  the  remark  ia  Sect.  18,  of  Mr. 
Smith's  translation. 

^  Some  accident,  &c.  Tf  he  shoidd  die.  This  is  plainly  the  sense 
of  it :  but  it  must  be  expressed  covertly,  as  Demosthenes  has  done^ 
not  to  transgress  against  that  decorum  which  Cicero  says  this  ora- 
tor made  his  first  rule.  For  there  were  certain  things  which  the 
ancients  presumed  not  to  express,  but  in  terms  obscure  and  gentle; 
that  they  might  not  pronounce  what  were  called  "verba  male  omi' 
vuia.  They  did  not  dare  to  say  to  any  person.  If  you  should  be 
Jdlkd  ■„  If  you  should  die :  they  concealed  as  much  as  possible  the 
melancholy  and  odious  idea  of  an  approaching,  or  even  of  a  distant 
death.  The  Greeks  said  ej  r<  ttcc^hs;  the  Romans,  si  quid  huma-t, 
nitus  ccntingat.  Ohivs-T;. 
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fivourable  juncture  should  present  you  with  Am- 
phipolis^,  you  could  not  take  possession  of  it^  while 

»Prcsc-ntyou  tvUh  Amph'i^oUs,  kc.  They  had  nothing  more 
at  heart  than  the  recovery  of  this  city.  So  that  the  author  iiere 
gives  the  last  and  most  heightening  stroke  to  his  description  of 
their  indolence.  Tourreil. 

And  at  the  same  lime  by  artfully  hinting  at  such  an  event,  as 
possible,  he  rouses  their  attention,  aad  enlivens  their  hopes  and 
cxjieclations. 

The  Italian  commentator  illustrates  this  passage  in  the  follow- 
ing manner:  Monet  orator,  quod  quamvis  accidat,  ejusdem,  {set. 
^m^ht^Ah)  compotes  fieri,  ipsis  tamen  non  satis  id  fore  ad  turban* 
das  res  Macedouicas;  cum  aliis  tot  locis,  quae  memoravimus,  pri- 
vati,  ad  tantam  rcrum  molem  parum  opis  habere  possint,  ex  una 
duntaxat  civitate.  Accordingly,  the  passage  before  us  hath  been 
rendered  to  this  effect :  "  If  some  favourable  conjuncture  should 
"  deliver  up  Aniphipolis  to  you,  &:c.  you  could  not  receive  the 
«'  least  benefit  from  the  possession,  with  respect  to  Macedon." 
The  assertion  of  the  orator,  as  expressed  in  the  present  translation, 
hadi  been  pronounced  extraordinary,  and  the  argument  incon- 
clusive, Tlie  substance,  therefore,  of  the  present  argument,  I 
jhall  here  endeavour  to  collect :  "  You  are  all  earnest  to  be  in- 
"  formed  whether  Philip  be  dead  or  no.  But,  unless  you  change 
"  your  measures,  his  death  or  life  can  make  no  difference,  or 
••'  prove  of  any  consequence.  Indeed,  if  some  accident  should 
"  take  him  olV,  nothing  more  would  be  necessary  to  give  the  full 
"  advantage  of  the  confusion  which  such  an  event  must  occasion, 
"  than  to  appear  on  the  frontier  of  Macedon  with  a  powerful  force. 
"  This  would  make  you  absolute  masters  of  the  country.  But 
"  in  your  present  circumstances,  what  would  it  avail,  even  if 
"  such  a  favourable  incident,  as  that  of  Philip's  death,  should  give 
"  you  an  opportunity  of  recovering  Amphipolis  ?  So  important 
••  an  acquisition  (which  would  in  a  great  measure  enable  you  to 
"  command  all  Macedon^  must  still  be  lost  j  unices  you  had  your 
"  force's  ready,  you  could  nut  take  possession  of  it,"  Whether 
there  be  any  thing  unreasonable  in  this  assertion,  or  impertinent 
in  tliii  argument,  mubt  be  submitted  to  the  reader.    Wi'.h  dc 
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ibis  suspense  prevails  in  your  designs  and  in  youe 
councils. 


And  now,  as  to  the  necessity  of  a  general  vigour 
^nd  alacrity ;  of  this  you  must  be  fully  persuaded  : 
this  point  therefore  I  shall  urge  no  further.  But 
the  nature  of  the  armament,  which,  I  think,  will 
extricate  you  from  the  present  difliculties,  the  num- 
bers to  be  raised,  the  subsidies  required  for  their 
support,  and  all  the  other  necessaries ;  bow  they 
may  (in  my  opinion)  be  best  and  most  expedi-f 
tiously  provided  ;  these  things  1  shall  endeavour  to 

ference  to  this  judgment,  I  must  declare,  that  it  appears  to  me  to 
have  rather  more  force,  and  to  set  the  fatal  consequence  of  the 
indolence  and  irresolution  of  the  Athenians  in  a  stronger  light, 
than  the  other  interpretation ;  whose  propriety  may  be  at  once 
determined,  by  comparing  the  passage  with  the  sentence  imme- 
diately preceding.  In  that  the  orator  declares,  that  in  case  of 
"Philip's  death,  the  Athenians  had  no  more  to  do,  but  to  appear 
on  the  frontier  of  Macedon,  in  order  to  gain  the  absolute  disposal 
of  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom  5  ''IcrS  oti  irXYjO-'iOv  p^v  ovls^,  airoca-iv 
d'v  to7s  ircafy.acri  rsla^afy/ivoi;  fVrcrravJs;'  v'tTw;  /SsXect-Ss  Sioi~ 
xrj(rcci(r^£.  We  must,  therefore,  be  at  some  pains  to  clear  Demos- 
thenes of  the  suspicion  of  inconsistency,  if  the  very  next  sentencfe 
be  underftood,  as  containing  a  declaration,  That  although  the 
Athenians  should  not  only  appear  upon  the  borders  of  Macedon, 
but  there  possess  themselves  of  a  post  of  the  utmost  consequence^, 
still  they  could  derive  no  advantage  from  their  acquisition,  far 
from  having  the  whole  kingdom  at  their  disposal.  What  seems 
to  have  tempted  the  Italian  commentator  to  suggest  this  interpre- 
'tation  is,  the  expression^  Si^oylujy  v[j.7v  t'ujv  KaipdJ'y  'A[j.<pi'7fo>.iy,  if 
some  coT7JuTictures  should  give  you  AiripliipoUs,  which  he  takes  in  a 
literal  sense.  But  the  genius  of  spirited  eloquence,  and  of  out: 
orator  in  particular,  fully  warrants  us  to  regard  it  only  as  a  Jiveljf 
'figure,  and  to  understand  no  more  by  givhig  11^,  than_,  affordi»g\\ 
favourable  of^QriunUy  of  gaiiii/ig. 
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explain. But  here  I  make  this  request,  Atheni- 
ans !  that  you  would  not  be  precipitate,  but  suspend 
your  judgment  till  you  have  heard  me  fully.  And 
if,  at  first,  I  seem  to  propose  a  ne\v*kind  of  arma- 
ment, let  it  not  be  thought  that  1  am  delaying  your 
atl'airs.  For  it  is  not  they  who  cry  out  "  instantly  I 
*'  this  moment  !"  whose  counsels  suit  the  present 
juncture  (as  it  is  not  possible  to  repel  violences  al- 
ready committed,  by  any  occasional  detachment) 
but  he  who  will  shew  you,  of  what  kind  that 
armament  must  be,  how  great,  and  how  supported, 
which  may  subsist  uiitll  we  yield  to  peace,  or  till 
our  enemies  sink  beneath  our  arms,  for  thus  only 
can  we  be  secured  from  future  dangers. — These 
things,  I  think,  1  can  point  out :  not  that  I  would 
prevent  any  other  person  from  declaring  his  opi- 
nion.— Thus  far  am  I  engaged  :  how  I  can  acquit 
myself,  will  immediately  appear:  to  your  judg- 
ments I  appeal. 

First,  then,  Athenians!  I  say  that  you  should 
fit  out  iifiy  ships  of  war:  and  then  resolve,  that  oa 
tlie  first  emergency  you  will  embark  yourselves. 
To  these  1  insist  that  you  must  add  transport  and 
other  necessary  vessels  sufficient  for  half  our  horse. 
Thus  fir  we  should  be  provided  against  those 
sudden  excursions  from  his  own  kingdom  to 
Thermopylae,     to     the     Chcrsoncsus",     to    Olyn- 

a  To  the  Chersomsus.  The  ycnr  before,  Cersobleptes,  unable  to 
defend  this  country  agninst  Philip,  had  put  the  Athenians  in  po.s- 
session  of  it.  Cardia,  one  ot  the  chict'  citie.s,  refused  to  acknow- 
ledge these  new  eovercigns,  and  had  recourse  to  the  protection  of 
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thus,  to  whatever  places  he  thinks  proper.  For 
of  this  he  should  necessarily  be  persuaded,  that 
possibly  you  may  break  out  from  this  immoderate 
indolence,  and  fly  to  some  scene  of  action  :  as  you 
did  toEuboea'',  and  formerly,  as   we  are  told,   to 

Philip,  who,  under  pretence  of  supporting  them,  carried  his  armf 
Into  the  Chersonesus.     Tourreil. 

a  To  Olynthus.  Philip  had  already  committed  some  acts  of  hos- 
tility against  this  state,  but  had  not  as  yet  formed  the  siege  of 
Olynthus,  or  taken  any  measures  tending  to  it:  for  in  such  a  case 
Demosthenes  would  not  have  touched  so  lightly  upon  an  enter-. 
prise,  which  he  afterwards  dwells  upon  so  ofien,  and  with  so 
much  force.     Tourreil, 

^  To  Eiihsca,  &•.  J^Ions.  Tourreil  translates  this  passage  thus  j 
"  £t  qu'il  risque  de  retrouver  en  vous  ces  memes  Atheniens  qa'il 
"  rencontra  sur  son  chemin  en  Eubee,"  &:c.  (for  which  there  is 
no  warrant  in  the  original),  and  taking  for  gianted  that  all  the 
expeditions  here  mentioned  were  made  against  Philip,  he  endea-. 
Y'ours  to  settle  the  date  of  this  to  Eubcea  by  conjecture.  But  it 
does  not  appear  from  history  that  Philip  carried  his  arms  into  that 
illand,  before  his  attempt  on  Thermopylse.  In  the  three  succeed- 
ing Olynthiac  orations,  there  is  not  the  least  mention  of  such  a 
thing,  though  there  is  a  particular  recital  of  his  expeditions  in  the 
third,  and  though  afterwards  the  orator  inveighs  loudly  against 
his  hostile  attempts  in  Euboea.  I  apprehend,  therefore,  that  the 
expedition  hinted  at  in  this  place  was  that  which  the  Athenians 
made  about  seven  years  before  in  favour  of  the  Eubosans  against 
Thebes;  when  in  live  days  they  brought  an  army  into  Euboea, 
and  in  thirty  obliged  the  Thebans  to  come  to  terms,  and  evacu- 
ate the  island,  (according  to  iEschines).  Demosthenes  mentions 
this  in  other  places;  particularly  about  the  end  of  the  oration  or; 
the  state  of  the  Chersonesus  ;  where  he  quotes  part  of  the  speech 
tnade  by  Timotheus  to  encourage  the  Athenians  to  this  expe- 
dition. 

In  the  above  note,  I  have  endeavoured  to  suggest  some  reasons. 
^'by  the  expeditions,  here  alluded  to^  could  not  have  been  raa4e 
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Haliartuss  and  but  now,  to  Thermopylae.     But  al- 
though we  should  not  act  with  all  this  vigour, 

against  Philip.     But  it  hath  been  affirmed  that,  if  this  were  so,  it 
would  be  almost  impertinent  in  our  orator  to  menlion  ihem.  That 
as  fiicts,  they  must  be  found  spiritless,  if  taken  in  a  general  sense, 
and,  as  arguments,  inconclusive.     The   translator  can,  with  sin- 
cerity, declare,  that  if  any  representation  of  his  tends,  in  the  least, 
to  depreciate  the  value  of  the  great  original,  he  readily  gives  it  up 
as  utterly  erroneous  and  indefensible.     But,  at  the  same  time,  he 
must  observe,  that  if  it  be  a  fault  to  make  use  of  such  facts  and 
such  arguments,  it  is  a  fault  which  Demosthenes  has  frequently 
committed.     Thus  he  speaks  of  the  vigorous  opposition  of  hia 
countrymen  to  the  Lacedemonians ;  of  their  marching  against 
the  Corinthians  and  Megareans  ;  of  their  expeUing  the  Thebnus 
from  Euboea,  Sec.     In  the  second  Philippic  oration,  he  tells  hig 
countr}'meu,  that  the  Macedonian  must  regard  them  as  the  great 
and  strenuous  defenders  of  Greece ;  because  he  must  be  informed 
of  the  spirit  which  their  ancestors  discovered  in  the  days  of  his 
predecessor  Alexander.     If  we  are  not  to  allow  the  orator  to 
reason,  from  the  conduct  of  his  contemporaries,  on  former  occa- 
kions,  to  the  conduct  which  they  ought  to  pursue,  or  which  may- 
be expected  from  them  in   their  contest  with  Philip,  what  shall 
we  say  of  an  argument  deduced  from  their  ancestors  in  the  heroic 
age  of  Athens  ?  The  truth  seems  to  be,  that  although  the  facts  sup- 
posed to  be  alluded  to  in  this  passage,  had  been  passed  over  by 
historians,  (which  I  cannot  admit)  j  yet,  we  are  not  from  hence 
to  conclude,  that  they  had  no  weight  or  importance  in  the  Athe- 
nian assembly.     We  are  not  Jo  judge  of  the  light  in  which  they 
appeared  there,  from  the  obscurity  into  which  distance  of  time 
and  place  may  have  now  cast  thera.     The  reasons  of  this  arc 
obvious, 

3  To  ILiliartus.  Tourreil  refers  this  to  some  action  which  h« 
supposes  might  have  happened  in  BcBOiia  in  the  course  of  the 
Phocian  war,  and  in  which  the  Athenians  might  have  h.^d  their 
ehare  of  the  honour.  But  from  the  text  it  should  seem  that  the 
event  alluded  to  must  have  happened  at  some  considerable  dis- 
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(which  yet  I  must  regard  as  our  indispensable  duty) 
still  the  measures  I  propose  will  have  their  use:  as 
his  fears  may  keep  him  quiet,  when  he  knows  wc 
are  prepared  :  (and  this  he  will  know,  for  there  are 
too  many^  among  ourselves,  who  inform  him  of 
every  thing),  or  if  he  s-hould  despise  our  armament, 
.his  security  may  prove  fatal  to  him  ;  as  it  will  be 
-absolutely  in  our  power,  at  the  first  favourable  junc- 
ture, to  make  a  descent  upon  his  own  coasts. 

These  then  are  the  resolutions  I  propose, — 
•these  the  provisions  it  will  become  you  to  make. 
And  I  pronounce  it  still  further  necessary  to  raise 

tance  of  time,  and  have  descended  to  the  orator  by  tradhion. 
About  forty  years  before  this  oration,  when  Thebes  and  Sparta 
began  to  quarrel,  Lysander^  the  Spartan  general,  threatened  tlie 
Thebans  with  a  very  dangerous  war,  and  began  with  laying  siege 
to  this  city  of  Haliartus.  The  Thebans  applied  for  aid  to  the 
Athenians,  wiiich  they  readily  granted,  (though  the  Thebans  had 
just  before  pressed  for  the  utter  demolition  of  their  state)  and 
obliged  Pausanias  to  raise  the  siege,  after  Lysander  had  been 
killed.  I  apprehend  that  this  is  the  expedition  here  alluded  to. 
It  was  the  more  remarkable  as  the  Athenian  power  was  then  at 
the  lowest  ebb.  "  You  Athenians  1"  says  Demosthenes  in  his 
oration  on  tlie  Crown,  "  at  a  time  when  the  Lacedemonians  had 
**  the  absolute  command  both  at  sea  and  land  j  when  Attica  was 
*'  quite  encompassed  with  their  commanders  and  their  garrisons  3 
'•'  when  Eubcra,  Tanagra,  all  Bceotia,  Megara,  ^Egina,  Cleone. 
*'  and  the  other  iflands  were  in  their  possession,  wheu  the  state  , 
"  had  not  one  ship,  not  one  wall, — ye  marched  out  to  Haliartus^'^ 
_&c. 

="  To  many,  &:c.  He  glances  particularly  at  Aristodemus  and 
Neoptolemus.  As  to  iEschines,  he  had  not  been  with  Philip  till 
six  years  after.     Tourreil. 
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some  other  forces  which  may  harass  hun  with  per- 
petual incursions.  Talk  not  of  your  ten  thousands, 
or  twenty  thousands  of  foreigners  ;  of  those  armies* 
which  appear  so  magnificent  on  paper;  but  let 
them  be  the  natural  forces  of  the  state  :  and,  if  you 
chuse  a  single  person,  if  a  number,  if  this  particu- 
lar man,  or  whomever  you  appoint  as  general,  let 
tliem  be  entirely  under  his  guidance  and  authority. 
I  also  move  you,  that  subsistence  be  provided  for 
them.  But,  as  to  the  quality,  the  numbers,  the 
maintenance  of  this  body,  how  are  these   points  to 

be  settled  ? 1  now  proceed  to   speak  of  each  of 

them  distinctly. 

The  body  of  infantr}-,  therefore, — but  here  give 

*  Those  armies  ivhich,  &c.    In  the  Greek  it  is  \ti770\\}j.aAiic  h- 

•,a'u£i.-. Instead  of  emimeratiiisj  the  various  senses  in  which 

the  commentators  interpret  tliis  expression,  I  shall  copy  an  ob- 
servation on  it  by  the  Abbe  DOlivet,  whose  interpretation  I  have 

followed : "  I  have,  without  any  refinement,  chosen  a  plain 

"  expression,  which  seems  to  hit  the  thought  of  Demoslhene* 
"  directly,  and  to  paint  strongly  the  bitter  ridicule  of  the  passage, 
"  It  was  usual  for  the  Athenians,  upon  any  emergency,  to  write 
to  all  quarters  to  demand  soldiers.  They  were  answered,  that, 
in  such  a  pl.ice,  such  a  nunjber  would  be  provided  :  iVom  an- 
'  other  place,  so  many  more  might  be  expected.  IJut,  in  the  end, 
*'  it  appeared,  that  these  were  by  no  means  so  many  effective 
"  men.  There  were  great  abatements  to  be  made  from  the 
"  numbers  promised  ;  and  we  fir.dj  besides,  from  this  oration, 
''*  that  these  foreigners  were  not  ])aid  at  all,  or  ill  paid  ;  so  that 
f'  these  grand  armies  were  no  where  complete,  but  in  the  lctt<:rjs 
"  written  to  demand  them  on  one  part,  and  to  promise  them  on 
/'  the  other.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  this  is  what  Demosthenes 
f  call*  ^lya/AE*,-  iTTi7ro}.iu.ntfi:j  arinui  ixhic/i  exist  only  in  leitirs":,- 
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me  leave  to  warn  you  of  an  error,  which  hath  often 
proved  injurious  to  you.  Think  not  that  your  pre- 
parations never  can  be  too  magnificent :  great  and 
terrible  in  your  decrees ;  in  execution  weak  and 
contemptible.  Let  your  preparations,  let  your  sup- 
plies at  first  be  moderate :  and  add  to  these  if  you 
find  them  not  sufficient, — I  say  then  that  the  whole 
body  of  infantry  should  be  two  thousand  ;  of  these, 
that  five  hundred  should  be  Athenians,  of  such  an 
age  as  3^ou  shall  think  proper,  and  with  a  stated  time 
for  service,  not  long,  but  such  as  that  others  may 
have  their  turn  of  duty.  Let  the  rest  be  formed  of 
foreigners.  To  those  you  are  to  add  two  hundred 
horse,  fifty  of  them  at  least  Athenians,  to  serve  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  foot.  For  these  vou  are 
to   provide    transports. — And   now,   what   further 

preparations  ? Ten  light   galleys.     For,  as  he 

hath  a  naval  powers,  wc  must  be  provided  with 
light  vessels,  that  our  troops  may  have  a  secure 
convoy. 

But  \vhence  are  these  forces  to  be  subsisted  ? 
This  I  shall  explain,  when  I  have  first  given  ray 
reasons,  why  I  think  such  numbers  sufficient,  and 
why  I  have  advised  that  we  should  serve  in  person. 
As  to  the  numbers,  Athenians  !  my  reason  is  this : 
it  is  not  at  present  in  our  power  to  provide  a  force 
able  to  meet  him  in  the  open  field,  but  we  must 
harass  him  by  depredations :  thus  the  war  must  be 

»  u4s  7ie  Jiath  a  naval fo'wer.  In  consequence  of  his  engagement* 
with  the  Thessalians,  he  commanded  their  porLs  and  ships. 
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carried  on  at  first.  We  therefore  cannot  think  of 
raising  a  prodigious  army,  (for  such  we  have  nei- 
ther pay  nor  provisions,)  nor  must  our  forces  be  ab- 
solutely mean.  And  I  have  proposed  that  citizens 
should  join  in  the  service,  and  help  to  man  our 
fleet;  because  I  am  informed,  that  some  time  since 
the  state  maintained  a  body  of  auxiliaries  at  Corinth* 
which  Polystratus  commanded'',  and  Iphicrates,  and 
Chabrias,  and  some  others ;  that  you  yourselves 
served  with  them  ;  and  that  the  united  efforts  of 
these  auxiliary  and  domestic  forces  gained  a  consi- 
derable victory  over  the  Lacedemonians.  But,  ever 
since  our  armies  have  been  formed  of  foreigners 
alone,  their  victories  have  been  over  our  allies  and 
confederates ;  wdiile  our  enemies  have  arisen  to  an 
extravagance  of  power.  And  these  armies,  with 
scarcely  the  slightest  attention  to  the  service  of  ihc 
state,  sail  off  to  fight  for  Artabazus'^,  or  any  other 

a  At  Corinth.  This  was  in  the  same  war  which  he  alludes  to  in 
the  beginning  of  the  oration,  (Sect.  2.)  Corinth  was  appointed 
the  place  of  general  rendezvous  for  the  Greeks  who  confederated 
against  Sparta. 

*•  TJ^ich  Polystratus  commanded.  Instead  of  Polystratns^  which 
is  a  name  little  known  in  histoiy.  Monsieur  Tourreil  proposes  to 
to  read  Callistralus,  who,  according  to  Xenophon  and  Diodorus, 
was  colleague  to  Iphicrates  and  Chabrias,  in  the  war  of  Corcyra. 
But,  as  Mr.  Mounteney  has  observed,  Polystratus  is  again  men- 
tioned by  Demosthenes,  together  with  Iphicrates,  in  the  oration 
<?n  the  immunities  j  so  that  it  is  probnble  this  is  the  true  reading. 

'^  To^^/i/^or  Artabazus.  He  here  alludes  to  an  aifair  which 
Jiad  happened  some  time  before,  and  had  occasioned  great  com- 
jnotion.    The  Athenians  had  scut  Chares  at  the  head  of  a  power- 
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person,  and  their  general  follovvs  tbera  :  nor  should 
we  wonder  at  it ;  for  he  cannot  command,  who 
cannot  pay  his  soldiers.  What  then  do  I  recom^ 
mend  ?  that  you  should  take  away  all  pretences 
both  from  generals  and  from  soldiers,  by  a  regular 
payment  of  the  army,  and  by  incorporating  domes^ 
tic  forces  with  the  auxiliaries,  to  be  as  it  were  in- 
spectors into  the  conduct  of  the  commanders.  For 
at  present  our  manner  of  acting  is  even  ridiculous. 
If  a  man  should  ask,  "Are  you  at  peace,  Athenians  ?'* 
the  answer  would  immediately  be,  '^  By  no  means  ! 
we  are  at  war  with  Philip".     Have  not  we  chosen 


(( 


fill  force  to  reduce  Byzantium;,  Cos,  and  Chios,  which  had  re- 
volted from  them.  Bat  this  general,  when  he  had  a  prospect  of 
success  in  that  enterprise,  suffered  himself  to  be  corrnpled  by 
Artabazus,  a  rebellious  Satrap  of  Asia,  and  assisted  him  agains-t 
aa  army  of  seventy  thousand  men. '  Chares  received  a  reward  pro- 
portioned to  the  service  3  but  this  action  raised  the  indignation  of 
the  Athenians,  as  he  hnd  not  only  deserted  the  cause  of  the  repub- 
lic, but  also  incensed  the  king  of  Persia.  Demosthenes,  however, 
here  shifts  the  blame  from  Chares  to  his  soldiers,  who  refused  to 
obey  him;  (or  rather  to  the  people  who  lock  no  care  to  provide 
for  their  pay.)         Tour. 

^  ff^£  are  at  ivar  ivUh  Philip.  So  the  orator  affects  to  speak- 
Though  I  apprehend  it  does  not  appear  from  history  that  they 
were  at  that  time  directly  at  war  with  him.  They  had  indeed 
joined  with  the  Phocians,  and  Philip  was  at  the  head  of  the,  op- 
posite confederacy.  Thus  far  they  were  engaged  against  each 
other,  though  neither  of  them,  as  principals  in  the  quarrel.  The 
Athenians  indeed,  might  have  made  some  attempts  to  recover 
Amphipolisj  they  certainly  made  some  ineffedtual  preparations  to 
relieve  Potida:a  and  Mcthone :  and  aft«r  Philip's  attempt  on 
Thermopylae,  did  station  some  forces  upon  their  frontiers  to  op- 
pose him,  in  case  he  renewed  his  attack.  But  still  the  war  was 
not  declared  in  form.- But  of  this  I  shall  speak  more  hereafter. 
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the  usual  generals  and  officers  ■>,  both  "  of  liorse  ancj 
"  foot?"  And  of  what  use  arc  all  these,  except  the 
single  person  whom  you  send  to  the  field  ?  the  rest 
attend  your  priests  in  tlieir  processions.  So  that, 
as  if  you  formed  so  many  men  of  clay,  you  make 
your  officers  for  show,  and  not  for  service.  My 
countrymen!  should  not  all  these  generals  have 
been  chosen  from  your  own  body  ;  all  these  several, 
officers  from  your  own  body,  that  our  force  miglit 
be  really  Athenian  ?  and  yet,  for  an  expedition  in. 
favour  of  Lemnos'',  the  general  must  be  a  citizen, 
while  troops,  engaged  in  defence  of  our  own  terri- 
tories, are  commanded  by   Menelauss  ■  I  say  not^ 

»  Tie  lisuml  officers.  In  the  text  they  are  mentioned  particu- 
larly. Ten  Taxiarchs  Sr^ar^yo)  or  generals,  and  phylarchs,  and 
two  hipparchs.  Each  of  the  ten  tribes  chose  a  new  general  every 
year,  and  each  of  these  (originally,  when  all  went  to  the  field), 
had  the  command  for  one  day  in  his  turn.  Philip  was  very  plea- 
sant on  this  number  of  commanders.  "  I  never,"  said  he,  "  could 
"  find  but  one  general,  (meaning  Parmenio)  but  the  Athenians 
"  can  ^et  ten  every  year."  Anciently  the  people,  upon  extraor- 
dinary occasions,  chose  a  polemarcb,  to  determine  when  the  opi- 
nions of  the  generals  were  equally  divided.  The  taxiarch  com- 
manded the  infantry,  thephylarch  the  cavalry,  of  his  tribe.  The 
whole  body  of  horse  was  divided  into  two  corps,  each  of  which, 
was  commanded  by  a  general  of  horse,  or  hipparch.         Tour. 

b  Jnfifvour  o/"Lemnos.  When,  in  the  social  war,  the  revoIterS' 
invaded  it  with  a  fleet  of  an  hundred  sail.  Tour, 

<  By  Menelaus.  Monsieur  Tounril  says,  that  this  Mcnelau^ 
was  the  brother  of  Philip,  by  another  marriage.  £ut,  though 
Philip  and  his  brother  were  not  on  good  terms,  yet  it  is  not  likely 
that  the  Athenians  would  have  trusted  one  so  pearly  allied  to  their 
enemy.  Olivet. 

VOL.  I.  C 
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this  to  detract  from  his  merit,  but  to  whomsoever 
this  command  had  been  entrusted,  surely  he  should 
have  derived  it  from  your  voices  ■\ 

Perhaps  you  are  fully ^  sens^ible  of  these  truths, 
hut  would  rather  hear  me  upon  another  point,  that 
of  the  supplies,  what  we  are  to  raise,  and  from  what 
funds.  To  this  I  now  proceed. -The  sum  there- 
fore necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  these  forces, 
that  the  soldiers  may  be  supplied  with  grain,  is 
somewhat  above  ninety  talents  ^  To  the  ten  gaU 
leys,  forty  talents,  that  each  vessel  may  have  a 
monthly  allowance  of  twenty  minae.  To  the  two 
thousand  foot,  the  samx  sum,  that  each  soldier  may 
receive  ten  drachmae  a  month  for  corn.  To  the 
two  hundred  horse,  for  a  monthly  allowance  of 
thirty  drachm.se  each,  twelve  talents.  And  let  it 
not  be  thought  a  small  convenience,  that  the  soldiers 
are  supplied  with  grain  ;  for  I  am  clearly  satisfied, 
that  if  such  a  provision  be  made,  the  war  itself  will 

a  Froinyour  voices.  Tlie  regular  iViCthod  of  choosing  all  officers. 
However,  the  choice  was  sometimes  left  to  the  commander  iu 
chief.  Tour. 

^  Perhap yon  are  fully,  &c.  It  is  not  impossible  but  that  the 
people  might  have  been  struck  with  the  freedom  and  candour  of 
the  orator,  and  given  some  marks  of  their  approbation. 

*  Ninety  talents.  The  Attic  talent  is  computed  by  Tourreil 
equal  to  18/1.  10s.;  by  Prideaux,  to  188  1.  6  s. ;  by  Arbuthnot, 
to  193 1.  15  s.  It  contained  sixty  miuse,  and  each  mina,  one  hun- 
dred drachmae.  By  the  computation  of  the  orator,  it  appears  that- 
the  provisions  he  recommends  to  be  supplied  were  to  last  on« 
year,  MocNTEwsY, 
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supply  them  with  every  thing  else,  so  as  to  com- 
plete their  appointment,  and  this  without  any  in- 
jury to  the  Greeks  or  allies  ;  and  I  myself  am  ready 
to  sail  with  them,  and  to  answer  for  the  conse- 
quence with  my  life,  should  it  prove  otherwise. 
From  what  funds  the  sum  which  I  propose  may  be 
supplied,  shall  now  be  explained.  ***** 

\^Here  the  secretary  of  the  assembly  reads  a  schems 
for  raising  the  supplies,  and  proposes  it  to  the  peo- 
ple inforniy  in  the  name  of  the  orat  or. ~^ 

These  are  the  supplies',  Athenians  !  in  our  power 
to  raise ;  and,  when  you  come  to  give  your  voices^ 

*  T/i£se  are  the  supplies,  &c.  Dionysius  of  Halicarnassus  gives 
us  the  rest  of  this  oration  as  a  sixth  Philippic,  pronounced  in  the 
Archonship  of  Themistecles.  But  it  appears  to  me,  as  well  as  to 
the  other  interpreters,  a  natural  conclusion  of  the  first  Philippic, 
and  therefore  I  could  not  prevail  upon  myself  to  separate  them. 

Tour. 

The  scholiast  is  of  the  same  opinion^  and  flatly  accuses  Diony- 
sius of  a  mistake,  Mr.  Mounteney  has  expressed  greater  de- 
ference for  this  critic.  He  supposes  that  this  second  part  is  not 
that  which  Dionysius  quotes,  but  that  there  was  another  orstion 
since  lost,  which  began  with  the  same  words  j  for  he  observes, 
that  the  former  part  is  plainly  imperfect  of  itself,  and  the  two 
parts  are  joined  in  all  the  copies  and  manuscripts,  and  that  natu- 
rally and  consistently. 

I  must  confess  (with  all  submission  to  these  authorities)  that 
although  I  could  not  presume  to  separate  thern,  yet  1  am  not 
quite  satisfied  that  these  two  parts  are  one  oration.  In  the  first 
place,  I  cannot  think,  that  the  first  Philippic  would  end  abruptly,  if 
this  second  part  was  away  :  for  we.  find,  in  the  first  part,  all  that 
the  orator  proposes  to  speak  to  in  the  beginning ;  and  it  concludes 
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determine  upon  some  effectual  provision »,  that  you 
may  oppose  Philip,  not  by  decrees  and  letters  only, 

(not  unlike  a  speech  in  parliament)  with  a  motion  in  form,  for 
such  and  such  subsidies  to  be  raised,  for  the  maintenance  of  such 
and  such  forces.  And  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  second  paft 
begins,  supposing  it  a  distinct  oration,  we  cannot  object  to  that, 
as  Dionysius  quotes  an  oration  beginning  exactly  in  the  same 
manner  :  (see  his  letter  to  Ammaeus).- It  might  alsa  be  ob- 
served, that  in  the  beginning  of  the  oration,  having  for  some  time 
exhorted  the  Athenians  to  change  their  conduct,  and  act  with 
vigour,  Demosthenes  says  expressly,  that  he  intends  to  speak  no 
more  on  that  subject ;  and  yet  this  second  part  is  entirely  taken 
up  with  it :  and  lastly,  there  are  some  passages  in  the  second  part 
which  I  suspect  do  not  agree  to  the  particular  time  when  the  first 
oration  against  Philip  was  pronounced :  (and  I  imagine  that  some 
editors  were  sensible  of  this,  by  their  placing  the  Oiynthiac  ora- 
tions before  this,  which  is  called  the  first  Philippic  :)  these  passages 
I  shall  take  notice  of  as  they  occur. 

As  to  any  similitude  between  the  two  parts,  I  apprehend  that 
is  no  more  than  what  runs  through  all  these  orations,  and  may  be 
accounted  for  from  the  similitude  of  the  subject,  without  joining 

them, But  if  this  second  part  be  really  a  distinct  oration, 

xpoken  after  the  destruction  of  Olynthus,  (for  this  city  was  taken 
the  year  before  llie   Archonship  of  Thtmislocles)  how  comes  it 

that  this  event  is   not   mentioned    in  it?- It  had  just  then 

thrown  the  Athenians  into  the  greatest  consternation,  and  as  it 
•was  the  orator's  business  to  encourage  them,  possibly  he  might 
have  kept  it  out  of  view  on  purpose.  Though  perhaps  he  does 
hint  at  it  obscurely,  and  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  prudence, 
as  I  shall  observe  by  and  by. 

a  Effect  Hill  prof  I  sion.     hi    the  Greek  it  is a  av  l'-xTv  di'^i-Kf) 

yetooro:ii^<rciX£ choose  those  things  ivh'ich  Jiiay  he  agreeable  ioyou. 

I  own  I  do  not  see  how  their  entering  into  the  resolution  they 
liked  best,  would  of  consequence  enable  them  to  oppose  Philip 
effectually.  Perhaps  it  might  be  of  disservice,  for  in  other  places 
the  orator  is  ever  cautioning  them  against  following  the  bent  of 
their  inclinations.—^ If  v."e  should  make  a  very  small  alteN 
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but  by  actions.  Andj  in  my  opinion,  your  plan  of 
o])cration,  and  every  thing  relating  to  your  arma- 
ment, will  be  much  more  happily  adjusted,  if  thn 
situation  of  the  countrv  which  is  to  be  the  scene  ol 
action  be  taken  into  the  account ;  and  if  you  re- 
flect that  the  winds  and  seasons  have  greatly  con- 
tributed to  the  rapidity  of  Philip's  conquests ;  that 
he  watches  the  blowing  of  the  Etcsians^,  and  the 
severity  of  the  winter,  and  forms  his  sieges  when  it 
is  impossible  for  us  to  bring  up  our  forces.  It  is 
your  part  then  to  consider  this,  and  not  to  carry  on 
the  war  by  occasional  detachments,  (they  w  ill  ever 
arrive  too  late)  but  by  a  regular  army  constantly 
kept  up  i  and  for  winter  quarters  you  may  com- 
mand Lcmnos,  and  Thassus,  and  Sciathus,  and  the 
adjacent  islands,  in  which  there  are  ports  and  pro- 
visions, and  all  things  necessary  for  the  soldiery  in 
abundance.  As  to  the  season  of  the  year  in  which 
we  may  land  our  forces  with  the  greatest  ease,  and 
be  in  no  danger  from  the  w^inds,  either  upon  the 
coast  to  w  hich  we  are  bound,  or  at  the  entrance  of 
those  harbours  whcrq  we  may  put  in  for  provisions 

ation  in  the  text,  and  for  dpioy.r  read  dcx'tTr those  th'uigsivhich 

rnay  he  iufficietit  for  your  fur pous,  I  apprehend  the  sense  would  be 
better  and  more  agreeable  to  Demosthenes.  \  have  taken  the  li- 
berty to  translate  after  this  reading. 

'  Of  the  Etesians.  Winds  which  blew  regularly  every  year  at 
the  risiiiq  of  the  dog  star,  when  the  Greeks  were  obliged  to  retire 
from  action,  on  account  of  the  excessive  heats,  and  which,  a*  they 
blew  from  the  north,  of  consequence  opposed  any  attempt  of  in- 
vading Macedon,  or  sending  any  forces  to  those  parts  which  wcrs 
ihe  scat  of  Philip'a  wars  at  first. 
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• this  will  be  easily  discovered.  In  what  manner 

and  at  what  time  our  forces  are  to  act,  their  general 
will  determine,  according  to  the  junctures  of  affairs. 
What  you  are  to  perform,  on  your  part,  is  contained 
in  the  decree  I  have  now  proposed.  And  if  you 
will  be  persuaded,  Athenians !  first,  to  raise  these 
supplies  which  I  have  recommended,  then,  to  pro- 
ceed to  your  other  preparations,  your  infantry, 
navy,  and  cavalry ;  and,  lastly,  to  confine  your 
forces,  by  a  law,  to  that  service  which  is  appointed 
to  them  ;  reserving  the  care  and  distribution  of  their 
money  to  yourselves,  and  strictly  examining  into 
the  conduct  of  the  general  ;  then  your  time  will 
be  no  longer  wasted  in  continual  debates  upon  the 
same  subject,  and  scarcely  to  any  purpose  ;  then, 
you  will  deprive  him  of  the  most  considerable  of 
his  revenues.  For  his  arms  are  now  supported,  by 
seizing  and  making  prizes  of  those  who  pass  the 
seas. — But,  is  this  all  ? — No. — You  shall  also  be 
secure  from  his  attempts:  not  as  when  some  time 
since  ^  he  fell  on  Lemnos  and  Imbrus,  and  carried 

*  Noi  as  iv/ien  some  time  since,  &c.  If  this  be  really  a  part  of 
the  first  Philippic,  these  hostilities  must  have  preceded  the  attempt 
on  Thermopylae :  (else  the  orator  could  not  have  distinguished 
them  into  those  which  happened  some  time  ago,  and  that  com-, 
milted  lately).  Now  I  cannot  tell  how  to  reconcile  such  open 
acts  of  hostility  with  the  other  parts  of  Philip's  conduct,  at  that 
time.  There  was  a  peace  subsisting  between  him  and  the  Athe- 
nians, which  he  atlected  to  observe,  and  so  far  does  he  appear 
from  making  any  open  and  professed  attack  upon  them,  that,  in 
the  taking  of  Potidaea  and  Pydna,  he  would  not  act  as  principal, 
but  as  ally  to  the  Olynthians ;  and,  when  these  cities  were  takt-o^ 
dismissed  the  Athenian  garrisons  with  all  imaginable  respegtand 
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away  your  citizens  in  chains:  not  as  when  lie  sur- 
prised your  vessels  at  Gercstus,  and  spoiled  tlicm  of 
an  unspeakable  quantity  of  riches  :  not  as  when 
lately  he  made  a  descent  on  the  coast  of  Marathon, 
and  carried  off  our  sacred  galley  ' :  while  you  could 
neither  oppose  these  insults,  nor  detach  your  forces 
at  such  junctures  as  were  thought  convenient. 

And  now,  Athenians  !  what  is  the  reason,  (think 
ye)  that  the  public  Festivals''  in  honour  of  Minerva 
and  of  Bacchus  are  always  celebrated  at  the  ap- 
pointed timcj  whether  th.c  direction  of  them  falls 
to  the  lot  of  men  of  eminence,  or  of  persons  less 
distinguished:  (festivals  which  cost  more  treasure 

honour  J  and,  upon  all  occasionsj  courted  and  cajoled  the  Athe- 
nians. This  then  is  one  of  those  passages^  which  I  suspect  do 
not  agree  to  the  particular  time  when  the  first  Philippic  wa* 
spoken.  But  if  we  suppose,  that  this,  which  I  call  the  second 
part,  is  really  the  oration  which  Dion^sius  quotes,  (and  which 
was  spoken  to  engage  the  Athenians,  to  defend  the  islanders  and 
the  cities  of  the  Hellespont  against  the  attempts  of  Philip)  then  all 
the  difficulty  vanishes.  The  hostilities  here  mentioned  agree  very 
well  to  a  time  of  open  war.  Now  Diodorus  Slculus  informs  us, 
that  it  was  after  Oiynthus  was  taken,  that  the  Athenians  declared 
war  against  Philip  in  form;  and  we  find,  that  immediately  upon 
this,  he  attacked  them  and  their  tributary  states  with  such  fury, 
tliat  they  were  soon  glad  to  sue  for  peace. 

•  Our  sacred  galley.  There  were  two  of  these  appropriated  to- 
religious  ceremonies,  [and  all  extraordinary  emergencies  and  oc- 
casions of  the  state]  the  Paralian  and  the  Salamioian,  Harpocra- 
tion  understands  here  the  Paralian,  Tour. 

b  Festivals,  &c.  For  the  Fanaihenara  and  Dionysia,  (as  tliese 
festivals  are  called  in  the  original)  I  refer  the  reader  to  Potter,  and 
oth-T  writers  on  the  antiquities  of  Greece. 
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than  is  usually  expended  upon  a  whole  navy ;  and 
more  numbers  and  greater  preparations,  than  any 
*  one  perhaps  ever  cost)  while  your  expeditions  have 
been  all  too  late,  as  that  to  Methone,  that  to  Pe- 
gasae,  that  to  Potidaea.  The  reason  is  this :  every 
thing  relating  to  the  former  is  ascertained  by  law  ; 
and  every  one  of  you  knows  long  before  who  is  to 
conduct  ^^  the  several  entertainments  in  each  tribe  ; 
what  he  is  to  receive,  when,  and  from  whom,  and 
what  to  perform.  Not  one  of  these  things  is  left 
uncertain,  not  one  undetermined.  But  in  affairs  of 
war,  and  warlike  preparations,  there  is  no  order,  no 
certainty,  no  regulation.  So  that,  when  any  acci- 
dent alarms  us,  first  we  appoint  our  Trierarchs"; 
then  we  allow  them  the  Exchange;  then  the 
supplies  are   considered.     These  points  once   set- 

a  To  co7iduct,  &■€.  In  the  original  it  is  ivJio  is  the  CJiortegus, 
(that  is,  the  citizen  who  provided  the  music,  of  which  each  tribe 
had  a  band)  arid  the  GymnaslarcJi  (he  who  presided  over  the 
■wrestlers,  and  provided  what  was  necessary  for  that  entertain- 
ment). 

b  JVe  appoint  our  Trierarchs.  The  rich  citizens  who  were  oblI«'- 
cd  not  only  to  command,  but  to  equip  a  vessel  of  war,  at  their 
own  cxpence,  (either  severally  or  jointly)  for  the  service  of  the 
public.  As  this  was  an  office  of  great  expence,  it  was  allowed 
to  any  one  who  was  nominated,  to  point  out  some  citizen  richer 
than  himself,  and  to  desire  he  might  be  substituted  in  his  place, 
provided  he  was  willing  to  exchange  fortunes  with  that  citizen, 
and  then  to  take  upon  him  the  office  of  Trierarch.  This  is  what 
r>c  nosthenes  calls  aUoivlng  the  exchange  [which  in  its  nature  must 
have  occasioned  confusion  and  delay]. 

For  a  fuller  account  of  these  Trierarchs,  &c.  I  refer  the  reader 
to  Potter'^  Archx. 
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tied,  \\c  resolve  to  man  our  fleet  with  strangers^  and 
foreigners ;  then  find  it  necessary  to  supply  their 
place  ourselves.  In  the  midst  of  these  delays,  what 
we  are  sailing  to  defend,  the  enemy  is  already 
master  of:  for  the  time  of  action  we  spend  in  pre- 
paring:  and  the  junctures  of  aftairs  will  not  wait 
our  slow  and  irresolute  measures.  These  forces 
too,  which  we  think  may  be  depended  on,  until  the 
new  levies  are  raised,  when  put  to  the  proof,  plainly 
discover  their  insufficiency.  By  these  means,  hath 
he  arrived  to  such  a  pitch  of  insolence  as  to  send  a 
Jetter  to  the  Euboeans'',  conceived  in  such  terms  a» 
these ; 

*  *  *  T/i^  Letter  /V  reaJ. 

What  hath  now  been  read,  is  for  the  most  part~ 
true,  Athenians !  too  true !  but  perhaps  not   verj 

*  JFe  resoh'C  to  vian  r>ur  flctt  ivith  strangers,  &c.  I\Ie7o(;)^;;or, 
which  I  translate  Strangers,  werfi  tliose  foreigners  who  were  per- 
mitted to  sojourn  at  Athens,  on  certain  conditions. 

This  whole  passage  is  an  exact  description  of  the  proceedings  of 
llie  Athenians  in  defence  of  Olynthus,  and  of  the  event.  I  had  it 
in  view,  when  I  obsened  that  possibly  we  might  find  some  ob- 
scure allusions  to  that  affair. 

^  A  letter  to  the  Eubocans,  &:c.  This  letter  has  not  descended 
to  us.  It  is  probable  from  the  context,  that  he  expressed  in  it  a 
contempt  for  the  Athenian  power,  and  insisted  how  little  depend- 
ence the  Eubosans  could  have  on  that  state.  And,  if  this  be 
60,  it  confirms  an  observation,  which  I  made  before  (see  a  note  on 
page  5.)  viz.  that  the  Athenians  had  as  yet  given  Philip  no  re- 
markable opposition   in  Eiiboea. The  letter   must  have  been 

written  when  Philip  began  to  r.iise  commotions  in  that  inland,  in 
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infamy,  cowardice,  and  all  that  is  base.  But  as  he 
still  pursues  his  conquests,  as  he  is  still  extending 
his  ambitious  views,  possibl}^  he  may  at  last  call 
you  forth,  unless  you  have  renounced  the  name  of 
Athenians.  To  me  it  is  astonishing  that  none  of 
you  looks  back  to  the  beginning^  of  this  war,  and 
considers  that  we  enp'acred  in  it  to  chastise  the  in- 
solence  of  Philip  ;  but  that  now  it  is  become  a 
defensive  war  to  secure  us  fram  his  attempts.  And 
that  he  will  ever  be  repeating  these  attempts  is 
manifest,  unless  some  power  rises  to  oppose  him. 
But,  if  we  wait  in  expectation  of  thisj  if  we  send 
out  armaments  composed  of  empty  galleys,  and 
those  hopes  with  which  some  speaker  may  have 
flattered  you  ;  can  you  then  think  your  interests  well 
secured  ?  shall  we  not  embark  ?  shall  we  not  sail,, 
with  at  least  a  part  of  our  domestic  force,  now^ 
since  we  have  not  hitherto  ?  But  where  shall  we 

a  Looh  hack  to  the  heginn'mg,  &c.  I  shall  trouble  the  reader 
but  with  one  argument  more,  in  tavour  of  nny  suspicion,  that  this 
is  no  pint  of  the  first  Philippic.  'l"he  passage  I  now  quote,  I  can- 
not think,  is  applicable  to  the  transactions  of  the  Athenians  and 
Philip,  before  his  attempt  on  Tiierniopylse  :  when  (from  the  time 
of  Argaeus's  death)  they  acted  against  each  other  only  indirectly  j 
and,  instead  of  punishing  Philip,  the  Athenians  could  not  even  pre- 
vail upon  themselves  to  defend  those  dominions  which  they  claim- 
ed as  their  own.  But  it  is  a  very  exact  description  of  what  hap- 
pened after  their  declaration  of  war  against  Philip,  which  suc- 
ceeded the  taking  of  Olynthus :  for  this  declaration  was  made  from 
a  sense  of  the  danger  of  Philip's  growing  power,  a  resentment  of 
his  infractions,  and  a  resolution  to  reduce  him  :  and  yet  they 
were  quickly  obliged  to  defend  themselves  agiinst  further  a.U 
tempts. 
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make  our  descent  ? — Let  us  but  engage  in  the  en- 
terprise, and  the  war  itself,  Athenians  !  will  sho\T 
us  where  he  is  weakest.  But  if  we  sit  at  home, 
listening  to  the  nuitual  invectives  and  accusations 
of  our  orators,  we  cannot  expect,  no,  not  the  least 
success,  in  any  one  particular.  AVherever  a  part  of 
our  citv  is  detached,  although  the  whole  be  not 
present,  the  flivour  of  the  gods  and  the  kindness  of 
fortune  attend  to  light  upon  our  side  ;  but  when  v/c 
^end  out  a  general,  and  an  insignificant  decree,  and 
the  hopes  of  our  speakers,  misfortime  and  disappoint- 
ment must  ensue.  Such  expeditions  are  to  our  ene- 
mies a  sport,  but  strike  our  allies  with  deadly  appre- 
hensions. For  it  is  not,  it  is  not  possible  for  any. 
one  man  to  perform  every  thing  you  desire.  He 
may  promise,  and  harangue,  and  accuse  this  or  that 
person  :  bnt  to  such  proceedings  we  owe  the  ruin  of 
our  affairs.  For  when  a  general,  who  commanded 
SL  wretched  collection  of  unpaid  foreigners,  liatli; 
been  defeated }  when  there  are  persons  here^  who, 
in  arraigning  his  conduct,  dare  to  advance  false- 
hoods, and  when  you  lightly  engage  in  any  deter- 
mination, just  from  their  suggestions,  what  must 
be  the  consequence  r  How  then  shall  these  abuses 
be  removed  ? — By  offering  yourselves,  Athenians  ! 
to  execute  the  commands  of  your  general,  to  be 
witnesses  of  his  conduct  in  the  held,  and  his  judges 
at  your  return :  so  as  not  only  to  hear  how  your 
affairs  are  transacted,  but  to  inspect  them.  But, 
iiow,  so  shamefully  are  we  degenerated,  that  each 
of  our  commnndcrs  is  twice  or  thrice  called  before 
you  to  ansv/er  for  liis  life,  though  not  one  of  them 
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mfamj,  cowardice,  and  all  that  is  base.  But  as  he 
still  pursues  his  conquests,  as  he  is  still  extending 
his  ambitious  views,  possibly,  he  may  at  last  call 
you  forth,  unless  you  have  renounced  the  name  of 
Athenians.  '  To  me  it  is  astonishing  that  none  of 
you  looks  back  to  the  beginning^  of  this  war,  and 
considers  that  we  engaged  in  it  to  chastise  the  in- 
solence of  Philip  ;  but  that  now  it  is  become  a 
defensive  war  to  secure  us  from  his  attempts.  And 
that  he  will  ever  be  repeating  these  attempts  is 
manifest,  unless  some  power  rises  to  oppose  him. 
But,  if  we  wait  in  expectation  of  this,  if  we  send 
out  armaments  composed  of  empty  galleys,  and 
those  hopes  with  which  some  speaker  may  have^ 
flattered  you  ;  canyon  then  think  your  interests  well 
secured  ?  shall  we  not  embark  ?  shall  we  not  sail, 
with  at  least  a  part  of  our  domestic  force,  now, 
since  we  have  not  hitherto  ?  But  where  shall  we- 

a  Lools  lack  to  the  hcginnwg,  Sec.  I  shall  trouble  the  reader 
but  with  one  argument  more,  in  favour  of  my  suspicion,  that  this, 
is  no  part  of  the  first  Phihppic,  The  passage  I  now  quote,  I  can- 
not think,  is  applicable  tu  the  transactions  of  the  Athenians  and 
Philip,  before  his  attempt  on  ThermopyloC  :  when  (from  the  time 
of  Argeeus's  death)  they  acted  against  each  other  only  indirectly ; 
and,  instead  of  punishing  Philip,  the  Athenians  could  not  even  pre- 
vail upon  themselves  to  defend  those  dominions  which  they  claim- 
ed as  their  own.  But  it  is  a  very  exact  description  of  what  hap- 
pened after  their  declaration  of  war  against  Philip,  which  suc- 
ceeded the  taking  of  Olynlhus :  for  this  declaration  was  made  from 
a  sense  of  the  danger  of  Philip's  growing  power,  a  resentment  of 
bis  infractions,  and  a  resolution  to  reduce  him  :  and  yet  they 
were  quickly  obliged  to  defend  themselves  agiinst  further  aX* 
tempts. 
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make  our  descent  ? — Let  us  but  engage  in  the  en- 
terprise, and  the  war  itself,  Athenians  !  will  sho\r 
us  where  he  is  weakest.  But  if  we  sit  at  home, 
listening  to  the  mutual  invectives  and  accusations 
of  our  orators,  we  cannot  expect,  no,  not  the  least 
success,  in  any  one  particular.  Wherever  a  part  of 
our  city  is  detached,  although  the  whole  be  not 
present,  the  favour  of  the  gods  and  the  kindness  of 
fortune  attend  to  light  upon  our  side  ;  but  when  nyc 
stnd  out  a  general,  and  an  insignificant  decree,  and 
the  hopes  of  our  speakers,  misfortime  and  disappoint- 
ment must  ensue.  Such  expeditions  are  to  our  ene- 
mies a  sport,  but  strike  our  allies  with  deadly  appre- 
hensions. For  it  is  not,  it  is  not  possible  for  any. 
one  man  to  perform  every  thing  you  desire.  He 
may  promise,  and  harangue,  and  accuse  this  or  that 
person  :  but  to  such  proceedings  we  owe  the  ruin  of 
our  affairs.  For  when  a  general,  who  commanded 
a  wretched  collection  of  unpaid  foreigners,  hath; 
been  defeated ;  when  there  arc  persons  here,  who, 
in  arraigning  his  conduct,  dare  to  advance  false- 
hoods, and  when  you  lightly  engage  in  any  deter- 
mination, just  from  their  suggestions,  what  must 
be  the  consequence  ?  How  then  shall  these  abuses 
be  removed  ? — By  offering  yourselves,  Athenians  ! 
to  execute  the  commands  of  your  general,  to  l;c 
witnesses  of  his  conduct  in  tlic  held,  and  his  judges 
at  your  return :  so  as  not  only  to  hear  how  your 
affairs  are  transacted,  but  to  inspect  them.  But, 
DOW,  so  shamefully  are  we  degenerated,  that  each 
of  our  commanders  is  twice  or  thrice  called  before 
you  to  ansvv'er  for  his  life^  though  not  one  of  them 
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dared  to  hazard  that  life,  by  once  engaging  his 
enemy.  No  ;  they  choose  the  death  of  robbers  and 
pilferers,  rather  than  to  fall  as  becomes  them.  Such 
malefactors  should  die  by  the  sentence  of  the  law. 
Generals  should  meet  their  fate  bravely  in  the  field. 

Then;  as  io  your  ozvn  conduct — Some  wander 
about,  crying,  Philip  hath  joined  with  the  Lacede- 
monians, and  they  are  concerting  the  destruction  of 
Thebes,  and  the  dissolution^  of  some  free  states. 
Others  assure  us  he  hath  sent  an  embassy  to  the 
KiNG^;  others,  that  he  is  fortifying  places  in 
Illyria''.  Thus  we  all  go  about  framing  our  several 
tales.  I  do  believe  indeed,  Athenians  !  he  is  in- 
toxicated with  his  greatness,  and  does  entertain  his 
imagination  with  many  such  visionary  prospects,  as 
Jie  sees  no  power  rising  to  oppose  him,  and  is  elated 
with  his  success.  But  I  cannot  be  persuaded  that 
he  hath  so  taken  his  measures,  that  the  weakest 
among  us  know  what  he  is  next  to  do,  (for  it  is  the 
weakest  among  us  who  spread  these  rumours).  Let 
us  disregard  them  :  let  us  be  persuaded  of  this,  that 

»  T/ie  cUssoIuiion,  &c.  Wherever  the  Lacedemonians  had 
power,  they  were  always  for  establishing  oligarchies,  as  has  been 
obscTvetl  in  the  preface  to  these  orations. 

^  To  the  l:JT2g,  &c.  So  the  king  of  Persia  was  calleJ.  The  in- 
tent of  this  embassy  was  supposed  to  be  to  make  such  demands  as 
mubt  produce  a  war  with  the  Persian,  which  Isocrates  had  ex- 
horted him  to  very  early. 

'^  He  is  fortifying  places  in  lUyria.  Possibly  these  rumours  Were 
spread  by  Philip's  friends,  to  persuade  the  Athenians  that  his 
views  and  schemes  were  removed  to  a  great  distance  from  Athens. 
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he  is  our  enemy,  that  he  hath  spoiled  us  of  our  do- 
minions, that  we  have  long  been  subject  to  his  in- 
solence, that  whatever  we  expected  to  be  done  lor 
us  by  others,  hath  proved  against  us,  that  all  the 
resource  left  is  in  ourselves,  that,  if  wc  are  not  in- 
clined to  carry  our  arms  abroad,  wc  may  be  forced 
to  engage  here — let  us  be  persuaded  of  this,  and 
then  wc  shall  come  to  a  proper  determination, — 
then  shall  we  be  freed  from  those  idle  tales.  For 
we  are  not  to  be  solicitous  to  know  what  particular 
events  will  h3p})en  ;  we  need  but  be  convinced  no- 
thing good  can  happen,  unless  you  grant  the  du& 
attention  to  affairs,  and  be  ready  to  act  as  become* 
Athenians. 

I,  ON  my  part,  have  never  upon  any  occasion 
chosen  to  court  your  favour,  by  speaking  any  thing 
but  what  I  was  convinced  would  serve  vou.  And,  on 
this  occasion,  I  have  freely  declared  my  sentiments, 
without  art,  and  without  reserve.  It  would  have 
pleased  me,  indeed,  that,  as  it  is  for  your  advantage 
to  have  your  true  interest  laid  before  you,  so  I  might 
be  assured  that  he  who  layeth  it  before  you,  would 
share  the  advantage:  for  then  I  had  spoken  wiih 
greater  alacrity.  However,  uncertain  as  is  the  conse- 
quence with  respect  to  me,  I  yet  determined  lo  tpcak, 
because  I  was  convinced  that  these  measures,  if  pur- 
sued, must  have  their  use.  And,  of  all  those  opinions 
which  are  offered  to  your  acceptance,  may  that  be 
chosen  which  will  best  advance  the  general  weal  ! 

END    OF    THE    FIRST    PlHLlPnC. 
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FIRST  OLYNTHIAC  ORATION : 

PRONOUNCED 

Four  Years  after  the  First  Philippic^ 

IN    THE 

ARCMONSIIIP  OF  CALLIMACHUS, 

TJ'E    FOURTH    YEAR    OF     THE    HUNDRED    AND    SEVENTH    OLYM- 
rtAD,    AND    THE    TWELFTH    OE    PHILIP'S    REICff, 


VOL.  I. 


INTRODUCTION. 

THE    former   oration    doth    not    appear   to 
have  had  any  considerable  effect.      Philip  had  his 
creatures  in  the  Athenian  assembly,   who  pro- 
bably recommended  less  vigorous  measures,  and 
were  but  too   favourably  heard.     In  the  mean 
time,  this  prmce  pursued  his  ambitious  designs 
When  he  found  himself  shut  out  of  Greece,  he 
turned  his  arms  to  such  remote  parts  as  he  might 
reduce,  without  alarming   the  states  of  Greece- 
and,  at  the  same  time,  he  revenged  himself  upon 
the  Athenians,  by  making  himself  master  of  .ome 
places  which  they  laid  claim  to.     At  length  his 
success  emboldened  him  to  declare  those  inten- 
tions   which   he   had  long   entertained  secretly 
against  the  Olynthians. 

Olynthus    (a   city    of  Thrace,   possessed  hf 
Greeks  originally  from  Chalcis,-a  town  of  Eu- 
boca,  and  colony  of  Athens)  commanded  a  larc^e 
tract   called    the    Chalcidian   region,   in  which 
there  were  thirty-two  cities.     It  had  arisen  b^^ 
degrees   to  such  a  pitch  of  grandeur,  as  to  have 
frequent   and    remarkable    contests  both    with 
Athens  and    Lacedemon.     Nor  did  the   Olyn- 
thians show  great  regard  to  the    friendship  of 
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Philip  when  he  first  came  to  the  throne,^  and  was 
taking  all  measures  to  secure  the  possession  of  it ; 
for  they  did   not   scruple  to   receive    two  ot  his 
brothers  by  another   marriage,  who   had  fled  to 
avoid  the  effects  of  his  jealousy,  and  endeavoured 
to    conclude    an  alliance  with   Athens    against 
him,  which  he,  by  secret  practices,  found  means 
to  defeat.     But  as   he  was  yet   scarcely  secure 
upon  his   throne,  instead  of  expressing  his  re- 
sentment, he  courted,  or  rather  purchased,  the 
alliance   of  the   Olynthians,  by   the   cession  of 
Anthemus,  a  city  which  the  kings  of  Maccdon 
had  long  disputed   with  them;   and  afterwards 
by  that  of  Pydna  and  Potidasa,  which  their  joint 
forces  had  besieged  and  taken  from  the  Atheni- 
ans.    But  the  Olynthians  could  not  be   influ- 
enced by  gratitude  towards   such  a  benefactor. 
The  rapid  progress  of  his  arms,  and  his  glaring 
acts  of  pcrfidy,''alarmed  them  exceedingly.     He 
had  already  made   some  Inroads   on   their  terri- 
tories, and  now  began  to  act  against  them  with 
less  reserve.     They  therefore  dispatched  ambas- 
sadors to  Athens,  to  propose  an    alliance,   and 
request  assistance   against  a  power  which  they 
•were  equally  concerned  to  oppose. 

Philip  aflFected  the  highest  resentment  at  this 
step,  alledged  their  mutual  engagements  to  ad- 
here to  each  other  in  war  and  peace,  inveighed 
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against  their  haibourIi;g  his  brothers,  whom  he 
called  the  conspirators ;  and,  under  pretence  oi 
punishing  their  infractions,  pursued  his  hostili- 
ties with  double  vigour,  made  himself  master  ot 
some  of  their  cities,  and  threatened  the  capital 
with  a  siege. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Olynthians  pressed  the 
Athenians  for  immediate  succours.  Their  am- 
bassadors onened  their  commission  in  an  assem- 

i 

bly  of  the  people,  who  had  the  right  either  to 
agree  to,  or  to  reject  their  demand.  As  the  Im- 
portance of  the  occasion  Increased  thv'i  number 
of  speakers,  the  elder  orators  had  debated  the 
affair  before  Demosthenes  arose.  In  the  fol- 
lowing oration,  therefore,  he  speaks  as  to  a  peo- 
ple already  Informed,  urges  the  necessity  of 
joining  with  the  Olynthians,  and  confirms  his 
opinion  by  powerful  arguments ;  lays  open  the 
designs  and  practices  of  Philip,  and  labours  to 
remove  their  dreadful  apprehensions  of  his 
power.  He  concludes  with  recommending  to 
them  to  reform  abuses,  to  restore  ancient  dis- 
cipline, and  to  put  an  end  to  all  dom.cstic  dis- 
sensions. 
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Callimacho,  Arclion — A.R.  Philip  12— Olympiad.  107.  An.  4, 

IN  many  instances,  (Athenians  !)  have  the  gods,  in 
my  opinion,  manifestly  declared  their  favour  to  this 
state;  nor  is  it  least  observable  in  this  present  jmic- 
ture.  For,  that  an  enemy  should  arise  against 
Philip,  on  the  very  confines  of  his  kingdom,  of  no 
inconsiderable  power,  and,  what  is  of  most  import- 
ance, so  determined  upon  the  war,  that  they  con- 
sider any  accoram»odation  with  him^  first  as  insidi- 
ous, next,  as  the  downfall  of  their  country;  this 
seems  no  less  than  the  gracious  interposition  of 
heaven  itself.  It  must,  therefore,  be  our  care, 
(Athenians!)  that  we  ourselves  may  not  frustrate 
this  goodness.  For  it  must  reflect  disgrace,  nay, 
the  foulest  infamy,  upon  us,  if  we  appear  to  have 
thrown  away  not  those  states  and  territories  only 
which  we  once  commanded,  but  those  alliances 
and  favourable  incidents  which  fprtunejiath  pro- 
vided for  us. 

^  I  have  disposed  the  Olynthiac  orations  In  the  order  pointed 
out  by  Dionysius  of  Halicarnassus.  And  it  plainly  appears  that 
this  should  precede  the  others  ;  for,  in  this,  Demosthenes  solicits 
the  immediate  conclusion  of  an  alliance  with  Olynthus  ;  in  the 
others,  he  supposes  the  alliance  already  concluded,  and  insists 
only  on  the  necessity  of  etfectually  fulfilling  their  engagements. 

D  4 
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To  begin  on  this  occasion  with  a  display  of  Phi- 
lip's po^ver,  nr  to  press  you  to  exrrt  your  vigour, 
by  motives  drawn  from  t  once,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
quite  improper.  And  why  ?  Because  whatever 
may  be  offerrd  on  such  a  subject,  sets  him  in  an 
hunoural^le  view,  but  sccm'.s  to  mc  as  a  reproach  to 
our  conduct.  For  the  higher  his  exploits  have 
arisen  above  his  former  estimation,  the  more  must 
the  WO!  Id  admire  him  ;  while  your  disgrace  hath 
been  the  greater,  the  more  your  condLict  hath 
proved  unworthy  of  your  state.  These  things  there- 
fore I  shall  pass  over.  He  indeed,  who  examines 
justly,  must  iind  the  source  of  liis  greatness  here, 
not  in  himself.  But  the  services  he  hath  here  re- 
ceived, from  those  whose  public  administration 
hath  been  devoted  to  his  interest;  those  services 
which  you  must  punish,  I  do  not  think  it  season- 
able to  display.  There  arc  other  points  of  more 
moment  for  you  all  to  hear,  and  which  must  excite 
the  greatest  abhorrence  of  him,  in  every  rcasonr.bic 
mind — These  I  shall  lay  before  you. 

And  now,  should  I  call  him  perjured  and  per- 
iidious,  and  not  point  out  the  instances  pf  this  his 
cuilt,  it  might  be  declined  the  mere  virulence  of 
malice,  and  with  justice.  Nor  will  it  engage  too 
much  of  your  attention  to  hear  him  fully  and  clearly 
convicted,  from  a  full  and  clear  detail  of  all  his  ac- 
tions. And  this  I  think  useful  upon  two  accounts  : 
first,  that  he  may  appear,  as  he  really  is,  treacher- 
ous and  false  ;  and  then,  that  they  who  are  struck 
with  terror,  as  if  Philip  was  something  more  than 
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human,  may  see  that  he  has  exhausted  all  those  ar- 
tifices to  which  he  owes  his  present  elevation >  and 
that  his  affairs  are  now  ready  to  decline.  P^or  I 
myself  (Athenians!)  should  think  Philip  really  to 
be  dreaded  and  admired,  if  I  saw  him  raised  by 
honourable  means.  But  I  find,  upon  reflection, 
that  at  the  time  when  certain  persons  drove  out  the 
Oiynthians  from  this  assembly,  when  desirous  of 
conferring  with  you,  he  began  with  abusing  our 
simplicity  by  his  promise  of  surrendering  Araphi- 
polis,  and  executing  the  secret  article^  of  his  treaty, 
then  so  much  spoken  of:  that,  after  this,  he  courted 
the  friendship  of  the  Oiynthians  by  sei^iing  Potidasa, 
where  we  were  lightful  sovereigns,  despoiling  us 
his  former  allies,  and  giving  them  possession  ;  that, 
but  just  now,  he  gained  the  Thessalians,  by  pro- 
mising to  give  up  Magnesia^' ;  and,  for  their  case, 
to  take  the  whole  conduct  of  the  Phocian  war  upon 
himself.     In  a  word^  there  are  no  people  who  ever 

*  T/Jc  secret  article,  kc.  When  Philip  had  declared  Amphipo- 
li=,  a  free  city,  the  Athenians,  who  were  desirous  of  recovering  it, 
sent  ambassadors  to  Phiiip  to  solicit  his  assistance  for  that  purpose ; 
and  on  this  condition  propiised  to  make  him  master  of  Pydna.  But, 
lest  the  people  of  Fydna,  who  were  averse  to  Philip's  government, 
should  take  the  alarm,  the  whole  negociation  was  transacted  se- 
cretly in  the  senate,  without  being  referred,  as  usual,  to  the  assem- 
bly of  the  people.  This  acequnt  Ulpian  and  Suidas  cite  from 
Theopompu^. 

^  Miig?:a'ui.  pie  had  made  himself  master  of  this  ci'y  when  he 
marched  into  Thessaly  against  the  tyrants.  The  Thessalians  re- 
monstrated against  this  proceeding,  but  suffered  themselves  to  be 
amused  by  his  assurances  that  he  would  give  it  up,  while  he  really 
determined  to  keep  possession  of  it.  Toukreil, 
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made  the  least  use  of  him,  but  have  suffered  by  his 
subtlety  ;  his  present  greatness  being  wholly  owmg 
to  his  deceiving  those  who  were  unacquainted  with 
him,  and  making  them  the  instruments  of  his  suc- 
cess. As  these  states  therefore  raised  him,  while 
each  imagined  he  was  promoting  some  interest  of 
theirs,  these  states  must  also  reduce  him  to  his  for- 
mer meanness,  as  it  now  appears  that  his  own  pri- 
vate interest  was  the  end  of  all  his  actions. 

Thus  then,  Athenians  !  is  Philip  circumstanced. 
If  not,  let  the  man  stand  forth  who  can  prove  to  mc^ 
I  should  have  said  to  this  assembly,  that  I  have  as- 
serted these  things  falsely ;  or  that  they  whom  he 
hath  deceived  in  former  instances,  will  confide  in 
him  for  the  future ;  or  that  the  Thessalians,  who 
have  been  so  basely,  so  undeservedly  enslaved% 
would  not  gladly  embrace  their  freedom.— If  there 
be  any  one  among  you  who  acknowledges  all  this, 
yet  thinks  that  Philip  will  support  his  power,  as  he 
hath  secured  places  of  strength,  convenient  ports, 
and  other  like  advantages,  he  is  deceived.  For 
when  forces^  join  in  harmony  and  affection,  and 

-  Ensla^cJ.  When  ThiUp  had  dispossessed  the  Tyrants  of 
Thessaly,  he  began  to  set  hiniself  up  in  their  place,  but  not  by 
open  force.  He  was  so  complete  a  master  of  dissimulation,  ap- 
peared  so  gentle,  so  aflable,  so  humane,  so  amiable,  even  to  the 
conquered,^hat  the  Thessalians  gave  themselves  up  to  him,  with 
an  entire  confidence,  which  he  knew  how  to  take  the  advantage 

TOURREIL. 
©f. 

a  For  -zvhcn  forces,  &c.     I  need  not 'take  notice   to  the  learned 
reader,  how  highly  this  passage  is  ornamented  in  the  original,  by 
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one  common  interest  unites  the  confederating  powers, 
then  they  share  the  toils  with  alacrity,  they  endure 
the  distresses,  they  persevere.  But  when  extrava- 
gant ambition,  and  lawless  power,  (as  in  his  ea^e) 
have  aggrandized  a  single  person  ;  the  first  pre- 
tence, the  slightest  accident,  overthrows  him,  and 
all  his  greatness  is  dashed  at  once  to  the  ground. 
For  it  is  not,  no,  Athenians  1  it  is  not  ]:)ossible  to 
found  a  lasting  power  upon  injusuce,  perjury,  and 
treachery.  These  may  perhaps  succeed  for  once, 
and  borrow  for  a  while,  from  hope,  a  gay  and 
flourishing  appearance.  But  time  betrays  their 
weakness,  and  they  fall  into  ruin  of  themselves. 
For,  as  in  structui-es  of  every  kind,  the  lower  parts 
should  have  the  greatest  firmness,  so  the  grounds 
and  principles  of  actions  should  be  just  and  true. 
But  these  advantages  are  not  found  in  the  actions 
of  Philip. 

I  SAY  then,  that  you  should  dispatch  succours  to 
the  Olynthians :  (and  the  more  honourably  and 
expeditiously  this  is  proposed  to  be  done,  the  more 

the  beauty  of  the  metaphors,  the  grandeur  of  the  composition,  and 
the  fineness  of  the  sentiment.  The  word  dy=ya.iTi<Tz,  by  which 
he  expresses  the  downfall  of  Philip,  T  apprehend,  is  not  to  be  ren- 
dered into  our,  or  perhaps  any  other  language.  It  gives  v.^.  the 
idea  of  a  generous  steed,  tossing  its  mnne,  impatient  of  the  bit, 
and  casting  his  rider  to  the  ground;  which  at  once  expresses  the 
subjection  of  the  states  conquered  by  Philip,  their  impatience  of 
his  government,  their  bold  effort  to  rcgam  their  liberi)',  and  the 
downfall  of  their  master.  The  change  of  tcn.jcs  {d',sya.iri<Te 
y.ou  $t£/.j73v)  adds  greatly  to  the  force  and  beauty  :  it  seems  as  if 
the  destruction  of  Philip  was  too  quick  for  v/ords. 
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aoreeably  to  ray  sentiments)  and  send  an  embassy 
to  the  Thessalians,  to  inform  some,  and  to  enliven 
that    spn-it  already   raised   in  others;   (for   it  hath 
actually  been  resolved  to  demand  the  restitution  of 
Pe?ascE%  and   to  assert  their  claim   to  Magnesia). 
\i-id  let  it  be  your  care,  Athenians  !   that  our  am- 
bassadors  may  not  depend  only  upon  words,  but 
give  them  some  action  to  display,   by  takmg  the 
iiek!  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  state,  and  engagmg 
in  the  war  with  vigour.     For  words,  if  not  accom- 
panied by  actions,  must  ever  appear  vain  and  con- 
temptible, and  particularly  when  they  come  from 
lis,  whose  prompt  abilities,  and  well-known  emi- 
nence in  speaking,  make  us  to  be  always  heard  with 
the  greater  suspicion. 

Would  you  indeed  regain  attention  and  confi- 
dence, your  measures  must  be  greatly  changed,  your 
copcuct  totally  reformed  ;  your  fortunes,  your  per- 
sons, must  appear  devoted  to  the  common  cause  ; 
your  utmost  efforts  must  be  exerted.     If  you  will 
act  thus,  as  your  honour  and  your  interest  require, 
then,   Athenians  !  you  will  not  only  discover  the 
weakness  and  insincerity  of  the  confederates  of  Phi- 
lip, but  the  ruinous  condition  of  his  own  kingdom 
wil'l  also  be  laid  open.     The  power  and  sovereignty 
of  Macedon  may  have  some  weight  indeed,  when 
joined    with    others.     Thus,   when   you    marched 
against  the  Olynthians  under  the  conduct  of  Timo- 

»  Pcgasce.  A  city  of  Thessaly,  which  he  had  made  himself  mas- 
ter of  five  vears  before.  TouKUEit. 
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thcLis,  it  proved  an  iiscfal  ally  ;  when  united  witli 
the  Olynthians  against  Potidxa,  it  added  sometliing 
to  their  force;  just  now,  when  thcThessaHans  were 
in  the  midst  of  disorder,  sedition,  and  confusion,  it 
aided  them  against  the  family  of  their  tyrants  ; 
(and  in  every  case,  any,  even  a  small  accession  of 
strength,  is,  in  my  opinion,  of  considerable  effect). 
But  of  itself,  unsupported,  it  is  infirm,  it  is  totally 
distempered  ;  for,  by  all  those  glaring  exploits  which 
liave  given  him  this  apparent  greatness,  his  wars, 
his  expeditions,  he  hath  rendered  it  yet  weaker  than 
it  was  naturally.  For  you  are  not  to  imagine  that 
the  inclinations  of  his  subjects  are  the  same  with 
those  of  Philip.  He  thirsts  for  gloiy  ;  this  is  his 
object,  this  he  eagerly  pui"?ucs,  through  toils  and 
dangers  of  every  kind,  despising  safety  and  lite, 
when  compared  with  the  honour  of  achieving  such 
actions  as  no  other  prince  of  Macedon  could  ever 
boast  of.  But  his  subjects  have  no  part  in  this  am- 
bition. Harassed  by  those  various  excursions  he  is 
ever  making,  they  groan  under  perpetual  calamity; 
torn  from  their  business  and  their  families,  and 
without  opportunity  to  dispose  of  that  pittance 
which  their  toils  have  earned,  as  all  commerce  is 
shut  out  from  the  coasts  of  Macedon  by  the  war. 

Hence  one  may  perceive  how  his  subjects  in  ge- 
neral are  affected  to  Philip.  But  then  his  auxili- 
arieSj  and  the  soldiers  of  his  pl;alanx%  have  the 

*  T/:e  scldiers  of  Jus  plialanx .     In  the  oiiginal,  itc^i'tXic'ji,  ftl'civ- 
sddias,    A  term  iuvenlcd  for  tbs  eucouragemtnt  of  tbis  bod;.,  ic  J 
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character  of  wonderful  forces,  trained  completely  to 
war.  And  yet  I  can  affirm,  upon  the  credit  of  a 
person  from  that  country,  incapable  of  falsehood, 
that  they  liave  no  such  superiority.  For,  as  he 
assures  me,  if  any  man  of  experience  in  military 
affairs  should  be  found  among  them,  he  dismisses 
all  such,  from  an  ambition  of  having  every  great 
action  ascribed  wholly  to  himself  j  (for,  besides  his 
other  passions,  the  man  hath  this  ambition  in  the 
highest  degree).  And,  if  any  person,  from  a  sense 
of  decency,  or  other  virtuous  principle,  betrays  a 
dislike  of  his  daily  intemperance,  and  riotings,  and 
obscenities'',  he  loses  all  favour  and  regard;  so  that 
none  are  left  about  him  but  wretches^  who  subsist 
on  rapine  and  flattery,  and  who,  when  heated  with 
wine,  do  not  scruple  to  descend  to  such  instances  of 
revelry,  as  it  would  shock  you  to  repeat.  Nor  can 
the  truth  of  this  be  doubted ;  for  they  whom  we 
all  conspired  to  drive  from  hence,  as  infamous  and 

to  reconcile  them  to  all  tlie  severities  of  their  duty.  Such  kind  of 
familiarities  cost  but  little,  and  are  often  of  considerable  service- 
to  a  prince.  To ui?, 

^  Oi>sccT2/i/es.  In  the  original,  ;^o.505iJi((r/xyr.  Certain  lascivious 
dances,  so  called  ffom  the  name  of  a  satyr,  said  to  have  invented 
them.  Theophrastus  mentions  it  as  a  part  of  the  character  of  a 
man  utterly  abandoned,  that,  when  inllamed  by  wine  he  is  even 
capable  of  dancing  the  Chordax.  Tour. 

In  this  description  of  the  dissolute  manners  of  Philip  and  his 
court,  one  would  imagine  that  the  orator  had  aggravated  a  little; 
yet  we  have  the  whole  description  still  more  heightened  in  his- 
tory.    The  learned  reader  will  rind  it  in  Athena^ns,  Book  G. 

TOVR. 
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abandoned,  Callias  the  public  servant «,  and  other* 
of  the  same  stamp,   buffoons,  composers   of  lewd 
songs,  in  which  they  ridicule   their  companions; 
these  are  the  persons  whom  he  entertains  and  ca^ 
resses.     And   these  things,  Athenians  !   trifling  as 
they  may  appear  to  some,  are  to  men^f  just  discei'n- 
ment  great  indications  of  the  weakness  both  of  his 
mind  and  fortune.     At  present,  his  successes  cast  a 
shade  over  them  ;  for  prosperity  hath  great  pov/er 
to  veil  such  baseness  from  observation.     But  let  his 
arms  meet  with  the  least  disgrace,  and   all  his  ac- 
tions will   be  exposed.     This  is  a   truth,  of  which 
he  himself,  Athenians  !   will,  in  my  opinion,  sooa 
convince  you,  if  the  gods  favour  us,  and  you  exert 
your  vigour.     For,  as  in  our  bodies,  while  a  man  15 
in  health,  he  feels  no   effect  of  any  inward  weak- 
Ficss  ;  but,  when  disease  attacks  him,  every  thing 
becomes  sensible,  in  the  vessels,  in  the  joints,  or  io 
whatever  other  part  his  frame  may  be  disordered ; 
so  in  states  and  monarchies,  while  they  carry  on  a 
war  abroad,   their  defects  escape  the  general  eye  1 
but  when  once  it  approaches  their  own  territorj^ 
then  they  are  all  detected. 

If  there  be  any  one  among  you,  who,  from  Phi- 
lip's good  fortune,  concludes  that  he  must  prove  a 
formidable  enemy,  such  reasoning  is  not  unworthy 

^  Thepuhlk  serz'ant.  One  of  those  public  slaves,  who  attended 
the  Athenian  generals  in  the  field.  They  chose  slaves  for  (bis 
business,  that,  it  there  was  occasion  for  their  evidence  on  anj 
public  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  war,  they  might  be  put  to 
tli£;  torture^  frora  which  free  citizens  were  exempted.  Ujlp. 
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a  mm  of  pi-ndenco.     Fortune  hath  great  influence, 
nav,  the  whole  influence  in  all  human  aftairs  ;  but 
then,  were  I  to  chnse,  I   should   prefer  the  fortune 
of  Athens,  (if  you  yourselves  will  assert  your  own 
cause  with  ihe  least  degree  of  vigour),  to  this  man's 
fortune.     For  we  have  many  better  reasons  to  de- 
pend upon  the  favour  of  heaven  than  this  man. 
But  our  present  state  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  state  of 
total  inactivity,  and  he  who  will  not  exert  his  own 
strength,  cannot  apply  for  aid,  either  to  his  friends 
or  to  the  gods.     It  is  not  then  surprising,  that  he, 
who  is  himself  ever  amidst  the  dangers  and  labours 
of  the  field  J  who  is  every  where ;  whom  no  oppor- 
tunity escapes  ;  to  whom  no  season  is  unfavourable  ! 
should  be  superior  to  you,  who  arc  wholly  engaged 
in  contriving  delays,  and  framing  decrees,  and  m- 
quiring  after  news.     I  am  not  surprised  at  this,  for 
the  contrary  must  have  been  surprising  :  if  we,  who 
never  act,  in  any  single  instance,  as  becomes  a  state 
cnangcd  in  war,  should  conquer  him,  who,  in  every 
instance,  acts  with  an  indefatigable  vigilance.    This 
indeed  surprises  me,  that  you,  who.^  fought   th^ 
cause  of  Greece  against  Laccdemon,  and  generously 
declined  all  the  many   favourable  opportunities  of 
acrgrandizing  yourselves  !   who^  to  secure  their  pro- 
perty  to  others,  parted  with  your  own  by  your  con- 
tributions, and  bravely  exposed  yourselves  m  battle, 
—should  now  decline  the  service  of  the.  field,  and 
delay   the  necessary  supplies,   when  called  to  the 
defence  of  your  own  rights :  that  you,  in  whom 

*.Sce  note  en  Philip.  1 .  page  2. 
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Greece  in  general,  and  each  particular  slate,  hath 
often  found  protection,  should  sit  down  quiet  spec- 
tators of  your  own  private  wrongs  :  This,  1  say, 
surprises  me  ;  and  one  thing  more,  that  not  a  man 
among  you  can  reflect  how  long  a  time  we  have 
been  at  war  with  Philip,  and  in  what  measures  this 
time  hath  all  been  wasted.  You  are  not  to  be  in- 
formed, that,  in  delaying,  in  hoping  that  others 
would  assert  our  cause,  in  accusing  each  other,  in 
impeaching,  then  again  entertaining  hopes  in  such 
measures  as  are  now  pursued,  that  time  hath  been 
entirely  wasted.  And  are  you  so  devoid  of  appre- 
hension, as  to  imagine,  when  our  state  hath  been 
reduced  from  greatness  to  wretchedness,  that  the 
very  same  conduct  will  raise  us  from  wTctchedness 
to  greatness  ?  No  !  this  is  not  reasonable,  it  is  not 
natural ;  for  it  is  much  easier  to  defend,  than  to 
acquire  dominions.  But  now,  the  war  hath  left  us 
nothing  to  defend:  we  must  acquire.  And  to  this 
NYork  you  yourselves  alone  arc  equal. 

This,  then,  is  my  opinion.  You  should  raise 
supplies;  you  should  take  the  field  with  alacrity. 
Prosecutions  should  be  all  suspended  until  you  have 
recovered  your  affairs  ;  let  each  man's  sentence  be 
determined  by  his  actions  ;  honour  those  who  have 
deserved  applause  ;  let  the  iniquitous  meet  their 
punishm.ent :  Let  there  be  no  pretences,  no  de- 
ficiencies on  your  part ;  for  you  cannot  bring  the 
actions  of  others  to  a  severe  scrutiny,  unless  you 
have  first  been  careful  of  your  own  duty.  What 
indeed  can  be  the  reason,  think  ye,  that  every  man 

VOL.   I,  E 
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whom  ychave  sent  out  at  the  head  of  an  army,  hath 
deserted  your  service,  and  sought  out  some  private 
cxpcdiLion,  (if  vv^c  must  speak  ingenuously  of  these 
our  generals  also  ?  The  reason  is  ibis  :  when  engaged 
in  the  service  of  the  state,  the  prize  for  which  they 
iight  is  yours.  Thus,  should  Amphipolis  be  now 
taken,  you  instantly  possess  yourselves  of  it :  the 
commanders  have  all  the  danger,  the  rewards  they 
do  not  share.  But,  in  their  private  enterprises,  the 
dangers  are  less;  the  acquisitions  are  all  shared  by 
the  generals  and  soldiers  j  as  were  Lampsacus, 
Sig8Dum%  and  those  vessels  which  they  plundered. 
Thus  are  they  all  determined  by  their  private  inte- 
rest. And,  wlicn  you  turn  youi  eyes  to  the  wretch- 
ed state  cf  your  airairs,  you  bring  your  generals  to 
a  trial ;  you  grant  them  leave  to  speak  ;  you  hear 
the  necessities  they  plead  ;  and  then  acquit  them. 
Nothing  then  remains  for  us,  but  to  be  distracted 
with  endless  contests  and  divisions,  (some  urging 
these:  some  those  measures),  and  to  feel  the  public 
calamity.  For  in  foriiur  times,  Athenians,  you  di- 
vided into  classes  \   to  raise  supplies.     Now,  the 

a  La7}!pacus ,  S'ig<:eum,  &c.  Chares  rcccirecl  these  two  cities  of 
Asia  Miiitjr,  froin  the  Satrap  Artabazus,  in  return  for  his  service, 
(see  note  on  Ph.  1 .  p.  7).  This  general,  instead  of  employing  the 
fleet  he  had  been  intrusted  with,  for  the  recovery  of  Amphipohs, 
according  to  his  instructions,  joined  with  some  pirates,  and  com- 
mitted considerable  outrages  in  the  i^gean  Sea.  He  was  accused 
of  this  at  his  return,  but  escaped,  by  Hying  fron)  public  justice, 
until  his  faction  grew  powerful  enough  to  reinstate  him  in  hig 
former  command,     Tourhkil. 

^  Classes,  &c.     [Sv;jop-Of/aj.]     E:ich   of  the   ten   tribes   elected 
one  hundred  and  twenty  of  the  richer  citizens,,  out  of  iheir  own 
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business  of  these  classes  is  to  govern ;  each  hath 
an  orator  at  its  head,  and  a  general j  who  is  his 
creature;  the  three  hundred  are  assistants  to 
these,  and  the  rest  of  you  divide,  some  to  this,  some 
to  that  party.  You  must  leave  the  power  of  speak- 
ing, of  advising,  and  of  acting,  open  to  every 
citizen.  But  if  you  suffer  some  persons  to  issue 
out  their  mandates,  as  with  a  royal ^  authority;  if 
one  set  of  men  be  forced  to  fit  out  ships,  to  raise 
supplies,  to  take  up  arms  ;  while  others  are  only  to 
make  decrees  against  them,  without  anj^  charge,  any 
employment  besides;  it  is  not  possible  that  any 
thing  can  be  effected  seasonably  and  successfully  : 
for  the   injured  party  ever  will  desert  you ;  and 

body,  who  were  obliged  to  perform  the  public  duties,  and  to  raise 
supplies  for  the  exigencies  of  the  state,  out  of  their  private  for- 
tunes. The  twelve  hundred  persons,  thus  chosen,  were  divided 
into  two  parts,.and  each  of  these  into  ten  classes,  called  Hvi^y-oo'iai. 
These  were  again  subdivided  into  two  parts,  according  to  the 
estates  of  those  who  composed  them.  And  thus,  out  of  the  ten 
first  classes,  were  appointed  the  three  hundred,  that  is,  such  a 
number  of  the  wealthy  citizens,  who  were  on  all  occasions  to 
supply  the  commonwealth  with  money ;  and,  with  the  rest  of  the 
twelve  hundred,  to  perform  all  extraordinary  duties  in  their  turns. 
It  seems,  however,  that,  in  the  time  of  Demosthenes,  these 
classes  sought  pretences  to  avoid  their  duty,  and  contended  for 
the  power  of  throwing  ihe  whole  weight  of  public  business  on 
each  other, 

a  y^s  ivith  a  royal,  &c.  Eubulus,  Aristophon,  Hyperides,  and 
Lycurgus,  governed  every  thing  with  an  absolute  power  in  the 
assemblies;  the  conduct  of  military  affairs  was  entirely  engrossed 
by  Diopithes,  Menestheus,  Leosthenes,  and  Chares.  Thus  the 
administration  of  affairs  was  shared  among  a  few  men  as  it  were 
by  lot:  so  that  the  popular  government  degenerated  into  an  oli- 
garchy.    See  Plut:^r.  in  Phocion, 
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and  then  your  sole  resource  will  be  to  make  them 
fbel  your  resentment  instead  of  your  enemies^ 

To  sum  up  all,  my  sentiments  are  these : — That 
every  man  should  contribute  in  proportion  to  his 
fortune ;  that  all  should  take  the  field  in  their 
turns,  until  all  have  served ;  that  whoever  appears 
in  this  place,  should  be  allowed  to  speak  ;  and  that, 
tvhen  you  give  your  voices,  your  true  interest  only 
should  determine  you,  not  the  authority  of  this  or 
the  other  speaker.  Pursue  this  course,  and  then 
your  applause  will  not  be  lavished  on  some  orator, 
the  moment  he  concludes ;  you  yourselves  will 
share  it  hereafter,  when  you  find  bow  greatly  yoa 
have  advanced  the  interests  of  your  state. 


END    OP    THl    FIRST    OLYNTIIIAC. 


THE  SECOND 

OLYNTHIAC    ORATION. 


PRONOUNCED 


;a'  the  same  yeak. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

TO  jemove    the    impression    made    on   the 
minds  of  the  Athenians   by  the  preceding  ora- 
tion, Demades  and  other  popular  leaders  in  the 
interest  of  Philip,  rose  up,  and  opposed  the  propo- 
sitions of  Demosthenes,  with  all  their  eloquence. 
Their  opposition,    however,   proved  ineffectual ; 
for  the  assembly  decreed,   that   relief  should  be 
sent  to  the  Olynthians  ;   and  thirty  galleys   and 
two  thousand  forces  were  accordingly  dispatched 
under    the    command    of    Chares.      But   these 
succours,  consisting;  entirely  of  mercenaries,  and 
commanded  by  a  general  of  no  great  reputation, 
could  not  be  of  considerable  service  ;   and  were 
besides  suspected,   and   scarcely  less  dreaded  by 
the   Olyntliians,   than  the  Macedonians    them- 
selves.  In  the  mean  time,  the  progress  of  Phi- 
lip's arms   could  meet  w^th  little   interruption. 
He  reduced  several  places  in  the  region  of  Chal- 
cis,  razed  the  fortress  of  Zeira,  and,  having  twice 
defeated  the  Olynthians  in  the  field,  at  last  shut 
them  up  in  their  city.      In  this  emergency,  they 
again  applied  to  the  Athenians,  and  pressed  for 
fresh  and  effectual  succours.     In  the  following 
pration,    Demosthenes    endeavours   to  support 

E  4 
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this  petition,  and  to  prove,  that  both  the  honour 
and  the  Interest  of  the  Athenians  demanded 
their  immediate  compliance.  As  the  expence 
of  the  armament  was  the  great  point  of  diffi- 
culty, he  recommends  the  abrogation  of  such 
laws  as  prevented  the  proper  settlement  of  the 
funds  necessary  for  carrying  on  a  war  of  such 
importance.  The  nature  of  these  laws  will 
come  immediately  to  be  explained. 

It  appears,  from  the  beginning  of  this  oration, 
that  other  speakers  had  arisen  before  Demost- 
henes, and  Inveighed  loudly  against  Philip.  Full 
of  the  national  prejudices,  or  disposed  to  flatter 
the  Athenians  in  their  notions  of  the  dignity 
and  importance  of  their  state,  they  breathed 
nothing  but  indignation  against  the  enemy,  and 
possibly,  with  some  contempt  of  his  present  en- 
terprises, proposed  to  the  Athenians  to  correct 
his  arrogance,  by  an  invasion  of  his  own  king- 
dom. Demosthenes,  on  the  contrary,  insists  on 
the  necessity  ot  self-defence;  endeavours  to  rouse 
his  hearers  from  their  security,  by  the  terror  of 
impending  danger ;  and  affects  to  consider  the 
defence  of  Olynthus  as  the  last  and  only  means 
of  preserving  the  ver\^  being  of  Athens, 
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Callimacho,  Archon— A.  R.  Philip.  12, — Olympiad.  107.  An.  4. 

I  AM   by  no  means  affected  in  the  same  manner, 
Athenians!   when  I  review  the  state  of  our  affairs, 
and  when  I  attend  to  those  speakers,  who  have  now 
declared  their   sentiments.      They   insist,  that  we 
should  punish  Philip  :  but  our  affairs,  situated  as 
they  now  appear,  warn    us  to  guard  against   the 
dangers  with  which  we  ourselves  are  threatened. 
Thus  far  therefore  I  must  differ  from  these  speak- 
ers, that  I  apprehend  they  have  not  proposed  the 
proper  object  for  your  attention.     There  was  a  time 
indeed,  I  know  it  well,  when  the  state  could  have 
possessed  her  own  dominions  m  security,  and  sent 
out  her  armies  to  inflict  chastisement  on  Philip, 
I  myself  have   seen  that  time,  when  \%e  enjoyed 
such  power.   But,  now,  I  am  persuaded,  we  should 
confine   ourselves  to  the  protection  of  our  allies. 
When  this  is   once   effected,    then  we  may  con- 
sider the  punishment  his  outrages  have   merited. 
But,  till   the  first  great  point  be  well  secured,  it 
is  weakness  to  debate  about  our  more  remote  con- 
cernments. 

And  now,   Athenians '  if  ever  we  stood  in  need 
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of  mature  deliberation  and  counsel,  the  present 
juncture  calls  loudly  for  them.  To  point  out  the 
course  to  be  pursued  on  this  emergency  I  do  not 
think  the  greatest  difficulty :  but  I  am  in  doubt  in 
what  manner  to  propose  my  sentiments ;  for  all 
that  I  have  observed,  and  all  that  I  have  heard, 
convinces  me,  tliat  most  of  your  misfortunes  have 
proceeded  from  a  want  of  inclination  to  pursue  the 
necessary  measures,  not  from  ignorance  of  them. 
Let  me  intreat  you,  that,  if  I  now  speak  with  an 
unusual  boldness,  yc  may  bear  it :  considering  only 
whether  I  speak  truth,  and  with  a  sincere  intention 
to  advance  your  future  interests :  for  you  now  see 
that  by  some  orators,  who  study  but  to  gain  your 
favour,  our  affairs  have  been  reduced  to  the  extre-* 
mity  of  distress. 

I  THINK  it  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to  recal 
some  laic  transactions  to  your  thoughts.  You  may 
remember,  Athenians  !  that,  about  three  or  four 
years  since,  you  received  advice  that  Philip  was  in 
Thrace,  and  had  laid  siege  to  the  fortress  of  Hersea. 
It  was  tlicn  the  month  of  November  \  Great  com- 
motions and  debates  arose:  It  was  resolved  to  send 
out  forty  galleys  ;  that  all  citizens  under  the  age  of 
iive  and  forty*',  should  themselves  embark  ;  and  that 

»  Of  X(.vc>nhcr.  The  reducing  the  Atlic  months  to  (he  Julian 
hath  cccasioiied  some  dispute  among  the  learned.  As  I  thought 
it  best  to  make  use  of  Roman  names  in  the  translation,  I  have 
followed  tlie  reduction  of  Scaligcr. 

''  UmJer  the  age  of  fve  and  forty,  &c.  This  expresses  their 
it.al>  and  their  apprehensions  tf  the  danger :  for  by  the  laws  of 
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sixty  talents  should  be  raised.  Thus  it  was  agreed  ; 
that  year  passed  away;  then  came  in  the  months 
July*,  August,  September.  In  thi>  hist  month, 
with  great  diffieulty,  when  the  mysteries  had  first 
been  celebrated,  you  sent  out  Charidemus'',  with 
just  ten  vessels  unmanned,  and  five  talents  of  sil- 
ver. For  when  reports  came  of  the  sickness,  and 
the  death  of  Philip,  (both  of  these  were  aflirme  1) 
you  laid  aside  your  intended  armament,  imagining, 
that  at  such  a  juncture,  there  was  no  need  of  suc- 
cours. And  yet  this  was  the  very  critical  moment, 
for,  had  they  been  dispatched  with  the  same  ala- 
crity with  which  they  were  granted,  Philip  would 
not  have  then  escaped,  to  become  that  formidable 
enemy  he  now  appears. 

Athens  a  citizen  was  exempted  from  military  service  at  the  age 
of  forty,  except  on  some  very  urgent  occasions. 

^  yu/y,  &:c.  That  is,  the  first  months  of  the  next  year  ;  for  the 
reader  is  to  observe,  that  the  Attic  year  commenced  on  that  new- 
moon,  whose  full-moon  immediately  succeeded  the  summer- 
solstice. 

^  C/iarukmtis.  That  is,  the  worst  of  all  your  j^cnerals :  a  fo- 
reigner, a  soldier  of  fortune,  \\  ho  had  sometimes  fought  against 
you,  sometimes  betrayed  your  cause,  and  wlio,  on  many  occa- 
sions, had  proved  himself  unworthy  of  the  confidence  you  reposed 
in  him. — Monsieur  Tourrcil  translates  this  passage  thus:  "  Ce 
"  fut  en  ce  dernier  mois(ju'  immediatf.mknt  aprcs  la  celebratioa 
*'  dcs  mysteres,  vous  di  rtcuATEs  d'ici  Charictcme,"  &:c.  Here 
there  are  two  unfortunate  words,  which  express  haste  and  expe- 
dition :  whereas  the  description,  in  the  original,  labours  on  in  the 
slowest  and  heaviest  manner  possible.  Every  single  word  marks 
out  the  tedioasness  or  the  racaiiness  of  their  armament. 


/ 
/ 
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But  what  was  then  done  cannot  be  amended. 
Now  we  have  the  opportunity  of  another  war  ;  tliat 
war  I  mean  whieh  hath  induced  me  to  bring  these 
transactions  into  view,  that  you  may  not  once  more 
fall  into  the  same  errors.  How  then  shall  we  im- 
prove this  opportunity  ?  This  is  the  only  question^ 
For,  if  you  are  not  resohcd  to  assist  with  all  the 
force  you  (fan  command,  you  are  really  serving  under 
Philip,  you  are  fighting  on  his  side.  The  Olyn- 
thians  are  a  people  whose  power  was  thought  con- 
siderable. Thus  were  the  circumstances  of  affairs  : 
Philip  could  not  confide  in  them;  they  looked 
with  equal  suspicion  upon  Philip.  We  and  they 
then  entered  into  mutual  engagements  of  peace  and 
alliance :  this  was  a  grievous  embarrassment  to 
Philip,  that  we  should  have  a  powerful  state 
confederated  with  us,  spies  upon  the  incidents  of 
his  fortune.  It  was  agreed  that  we  should  by  all 
means  engage  this  people  in  a  war  with  him.  And 
now,  what  we  all  so  earnestly  desired  is  effected  : 
the  manner  is  of  no  moment.  What  then  remains 
for  us,  Athenians  !  but  to  send  immediate  and  ef- 
-fectual  succours,  I  cannot  see.  For  besides  the 
disgrace  that  must  attend  us,  if  any  of  our  interests 
are  supinely  disregarded,  I  have  no  small  appre- 
hensions of  the  consequence,  (the  Thebans'*  affected 

"  The  Tkehuns,  &:c.  They  had  a  mortal  hatred  to  the  Athe- 
nians, as  they  had  favoured  Lacedemon  alter  the  battles  of  Leuc- 
tra  and  Mantinea,  and  had  lately  taken  part  with  the  Phocians 
against  thena  in  the  sacred  war.  [And  even  before  these  times, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  Peloponnesian  war,  the  Thebans  strenU:- 
ously  contended  for  the  utter  extirpation  of  Athens.]         Touu. 
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as  they  are  towards  us,  and  the  Phocians  exhausted 
of  their  treasures)  if  Philip  be  left  at  fall  liberty  to 
lead  his  armies  into  these  territories^  when  his  pre- 
sent enterprises  are  accomplished.  If  any  one 
among  you  can  be  so  far  immersed  in  indolence,  as 
to  suffer  this,  he  must  choose  to  be  witness  of  the 
misery  of  his  own  country,  rather  than  to  hear  of 
that  which  strangers  suffer  ;  and  to  seek  assistance 
for  himself,  when  it  is  now  in  his  power  to  grant 
assistance  to  others.  That  this  must  be  the  conse- 
quence, if  we  do  not  exert  ourselves  on  the  present 
occasion,  there  can  scarcely  remain  the  least  doubt 
among  us. 

But  as  to  the  necessity  of  sending  succours,  this- 
it  may  be  said,  we  are  agreed  in  ;  this  is  our  reso- 
lution. But  how  shall  we  be  enabled  ?  that  is  the 
point  to  be  explained.— Be  not  surprised,  Athe- 
nians !  if  my  sentiments  on  this  occasion  seem  re- 
pugnant to  the  general  sense  of  this  assembly. 

Appoint  magistrates'  for  the  inspection  of  your 
laws :  not  in  order  to  enact  any  new  laws ;  you 
have   already    a   sufficient  number;  but  to  repeal 

'^  Magistrates  forr  kc.  In  the  original  NoaoSsra?.  So  were 
those  citizens  called,  who  were  entrusted  by  the  people  with  the 
regulation  of  their  laws.  They  were  chosen  by  lot,  to  the  num- 
ber of  1001,  that  their  votes  might  not  be  equal.  Every  citizen, 
at  ccrtr.in  times,  and  in  certain  assemblies,  bad  usually  a  right  to 
complain  of  any  law.  The  president  of  the  assembly  propo  el 
the  complaint  to  tiie  people  :  five  advocates  were  allowed  to 
plead  in  defence  of  tlie  law^  and,  after  hearing  them,  the  pet;.pie 
referred  the  afflur  to  the  Xoraoihetse. 
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these  whose  ill  effects  you  now  experience.  1  mean 
the  laws  relating  to  the  theatrical  funds^  (thus 
openly  I  declare  it)  and  some  about  the  soldiery''. 
By  the  first,  the  soldier's  pay  goes  as  theatrical  ex- 
pences  to  the  useless  and  inactive ;  the  others 
screen  those  from  justice  who  decline  the  service 
of  the  field,  and  thus   damp  the  ardour  of  those 

*  The  theatrical  funds,  kc  The  Athenians,  as  well  as  the  other 
Greeks,  were  ever  passionately  fond  of  the  entertainments  of  the 
theatre.  Disputes  for  places  soon  became  remarkably  inconve- 
nient, and  called  for  a  regulation.  The  magistrates  therefore 
ordered  that  a  small  price  should  be  paid  for  places,  to  reimburse 
the  builders  of  the  theatre,  which  as  yet  knew  not  that  rn,agnifi- 
cence  which  riches  and  luxury  afterwards  introduced.  This  pur- 
chasing of  places  began  to  be  complained  of  by  the  poorer  citi- 
zens J  and  therefore  Pericles,  out  of  a  pretended  zeal  for  their  in- 
terest, proposed,  that  a  sum  of  money  (vvhi<;h  had  been  deposited 
in  the  treasury,  after  the  war  of  Egina,  when  they  had  made  a 
thirty  years  peace  wiih  Lacedcmon,  and  was  intended  as  a  public 
resource  in  case  of  any  Invasion  of  Attica)  should  be  distributed 
among  the  citizens,  to  defray  the  opence  of  their  entertaiiunents 
in  time  of  peace  cnly.  The  proposal  and  the  restriction  were 
both  agreed  to.  But  as  all  indulgences  of  this  kind  degenerate, 
sooner  or  later,  into  licentiousness,  the  people  began  to  consider 
this  distribution  as  their  unalienable  property.  And,  the  verj 
year  of  the  Olynthiac  orations,  Eubulus,  a  popular  leader  of  a 
party  opposite  to  Demosthenes,  prevailed  to  have  a  law  passed, 
which  forbad  any  man,  upon  pain  of  death,  to  make  a  motion,  or 
proposal  of  a  decree,  for  restoring  what  was  now  called  the  thea- 
trical funds  to  the  military,  or  any  other  public  service.  This  i* 
the  law  which  Demosthenes  here  attacks. 

■^  Ahout  the  Kldiery.  The  laws  of  Solon  exacted  personal  ser- 
vice from  cvesy  citizen  with  the  utmost  rigour.  Those  which  the 
orator  complains  of  must  have  been  made  when  the  stale  began 
to  be  corrupted. 
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disposed  to  serve  ns.  When  you  have  repealed 
these,  and  rendered  it  consistent  vvdth  safety  to  ad- 
vise you  justly,  then  seek  for  some  person  to  pro- 
pose that  decree*  which  you  all  are  sensible  the 
common  good  requires.  But,  till  this  be  done,  ex- 
pect not  that  any  man  will  urge  your  true  interest, 
when,  for  urging  your  true  interest,  you  repay  him 
with  destruction.  Ye  will  never  find  such  zeal, 
especially  since  the  consequence  can  be  only  this ; 
he  who  offers  his  opinion,  and  moves  for  your 
concurrence,  suffers  some  unmerited  calamity  ;  but 
your  affairs  are  not  in  the  least  advanced :  nay, 
this  additional  inconvenience  must  arise,  that  for 
the  future  it  will  appear  more  dangerous  to  ad- 
vise you  than  even  at  present ;  and  the  authors  of 
these  laws  should  also  be  the  authors  of  their  re- 
peal. For  it  is  not  just  that  the  public  favour 
should  be  bestowed  On  them,  who,  in  framing 
these  laws,  have  greatly  injured  the  community, 
and  that  the  odium  should  fall  on  him  whose  free- 

»  T/iai  decree,  iih'ich,  &c.  A  decree  for  the  alienation  of  the 
theatrical  funds.  While  Eubulus's  law  was  in  force,  such  a  de- 
cree could  not  be  proposed.  The  usefulness  and  necessity  of  it, 
however,  the  orator  ventures  to  insinuate;  for  the  penalty  was  not 
understood  as  extending  to  a  man's  barely  declaring  his  sentiments, 
provided  he  did  not  make  the  motion  in  form.  In  the  latter  part 
of  this  oration,  he  seems  to  propose  another  method  of  avoiding 
the  ill  consequences  of  the  law  of  Eubulus  :  and  that  is,  that,  the 
theatrical  distributions  should  be  still  continued;  but  that  all 
those  who  were  in  public  offices,  and  who  usually  received  their 
several  salaries  and  appoinlmenis,  should  now  serve  the  state 
without  fee  or  reward.  The  name  only  of  these  distributions 
would  have  then  remained. 
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dom  and  sincerity  are  of  important  service  to  us 

all. Until  these  regulations  be  madcj  you  arc 

not  to  think  any  man  so  great,  that  he  may  violate 
these  laws  with  impunity,  or  so  devoid  of  reason, 
as  to  plunge  himself  into  open  and  foreseen  de- 
struction. 

Al<rD  be  not  ignorant  of  this,  Athenians !  that  a 
decree  is  of  no   signification,  unless  attended  with 
resolution  and   alacrity  to  execute  it.     For  were 
decrees  of  themselves  sufficient  to   engage  you  to 
perform   your  duty ;  could  they  even  execute  the 
things  which  they  enact,  fo  many  would  not  have 
been  made   to  so  little,  or  rather  to  no  good  pur- 
pose ;  nor  would  the  insolence  of  Philip  have  had 
so   long   a  date.     For,  if  decrees    can  punish,  he 
hath  long   since  felt  all  their  fury.     But  they  have 
no  such  power :  for  though  proposing  and  resolv- 
ing be  first   in  order ;  yet,  in  force  and  efficacy, 
action  is  superior.     Let  this  then  be  your  principal 
concern,  the  others  you  cannot  want ;  for  you  have 
men  among  you  capable  of  advising,  and  you  are 
of  all  people  most  acute  in  apprehending:  now, 
let  your  interest  direct  you,  and  it  will  be  in  your 
power  to  be  as  remarkable  for  acting.     What  sea- 
son indeed,  what  opportunity  do  you  wait  for,  more 
favourable  than  the  present  ?   or  when  will  you  ex- 
ert your  vigour,  if  not  now,  miy  countrymen  ?  Hath 
not  this  man  seized  all  those  places  that  were  ours  } 
should  he  become  master  of  this  country^  too,  must 

*  Of  this  countryj  3cc.     That  is,  the  country  of  Chalcis,  where 
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we  not  sink  into  the  lowest  state  of  infamy  ?   are 
Bot  they  whoQi  we  have  promised  to  assist,  when- 
ever they  are  engaged  in  war,  now  attacked  them- 
selves ?    Is  he  not  our  enemy  ?  is  he  not  in  p.os- 
session  of  our  dominions  ?  is  he  not  a  barbarian'  ? 
is_b.e  not  every  base  thing  words  can  express  ?  If 
we  are  insensible  to  all  this,  if  we  almost  aid  his 
designs  i  Heavens!  can  we  then  ask  to  whom  the 
consequences  are  owing }  Yes,   I  know  full  well, 
we  never  will  impute  them  to  ourselves.     Just  as 
in  the  dangers  of  the  field :  not  one  of  those  who 
fly  will  accuse  himself;  he  will  rather  blame  the 
general,   or  his  fellow- soldiers:  yet  every    single" 
man  that  fled  was  accessary  to  the  defeat :  he  who 
blames  others  might  have  maintained  his  own  post ; 

Philip  took  two  and  thirty  cities,  before  he  laid  siege  to  Olvn- 
thus.  °     „     •' 

lOUR. 

a  A  barbarian  ?  This  was  the  term  of  reproach,  winch   the 
Greeks  applied  to  all  other  nations :  noi  were  the  Macedonians 
excepted.     In  the  time  of  Xerxes,  Alexander,  King  of  Macedon 
could  not  be  admitted  into  the  Olympic  games,  until  he  had  proved 
his  descent  to  be  originally  from  Argos.     And  when  he  came 
over  from  the  Persian  camp,  to  give  the  Greeks  notice  of  ihe  mo- 
tions of  Mardonius,  he  justified  his  perfidy  by  his  ancient  descent 
from  Greece  :  which  he  needed  not  to  have  had  recourse  to  if 
Macedon  had  not  been  then  considered  as  a  part  of  the  barbarian 
world.  _ 

lOUR. 

b  Yet  er,ery  shgJe,  Sec.  The  orator  did  not  foresee,  that,  in  tea 
years  after,  he  him.elf  would  be  guilty  of  this  very  crime  •  be 
branded  with  the  name  of  infamy,  for  casting  away  his  shield  at 
the  battle  of  Chaeronea,  and  have  nothing  to  oppose  to  the  re- 
proaches of  his  enemies,  but  a  weak  and  trifling  pleasantry. 

XQUR, 

VOL.  I.  y 
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and,  had  every  man  maintained  his,  success  must 
have  ensued.  Thus  then,  in  the  present  case,  is 
there  a  man  whose  counsel  seems  liable  to  objec- 
tion ?  let  the  next  rise,  and  not  inveigh  against 
him,  bat  declare  his  own  opinion.  Doth  another 
offer   some   more  salutary  counsel?  pursue  it,  in 

the   name  of  Heaven ! "  But  then   it   is  not 

«  pleasing." This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  speaker, 

unless^  in  that  he  hath  neglected  to  express  his  af- 
fection in  prayers  and  wishes.  To  pray  is  easy, 
Athenians!  and  in  one  petition  may  be  collected  as 
many  instances  of  good  fortune  as  we  please.  To 
determine  justly,  when  affairs  are  to  be  considered, 
is  not  so  easy.     But  what  is  most  useful,  should 

»  m/c-ss  in  that  he  haih,  kc.     This  passage,  which  is  translated 
pretty  exactly  from  the  original,  seems,  at  first  view,  to  have 
something  of  a  forced  and  unnatural  air.     Indeed  it  is  not  pos- 
sible for  us  to  perceive  fully  and  clearly  the  strength  and  pro- 
priety of  every  part  of  thefe  orations.     To  this  it  would  be  re- 
quisite to  kno^v  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the  hearers,  at  that 
particular  time  when  each  of  them  was  delivered  j  and  also  to 
have  before  us  every  thing  said  by  other  speakers  in  the  debate. 
In  many  places  we  find  very  plain  allu.sions  to  the  speeches  of 
other  orators.     And  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  think,  that  there 
are  other  more  obscure  ones  which  escape  our  observation.     If 
we  suppose,  for  instance,  that,  in  the  present  debate,  before  De- 
mosthenes arose,  some  other  speaker  had  amused  the  people  with 
flatterincr  hopes,  with  professions  of  zeal  and  affection,  with  pas- 
siomte  exclamations,   and  prayers  to    the  gods  for    such  and 
such  instances  of  public  success  ;  while  at  the  same  tune  he  neg- 
lected to  point  out  such  measures  as  were  fit  to  be  pursued,  or 

perhaps   recommended   pernicious    measures. Upon  such 

a  supposition,  1  say,  this  passage,  considered  as  an  indirect  re- 
proof of  such  a  speaker,  will  perhaps  appear  to  have  sufficient 
t\ircc  and  propriety. 
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ever  be  preferred  to  that  which  is  agreeable,  where 
both  cannot  be  obtained. 

But  if  there  be  a  man   who  will  leave  us  the 
tlieatrical   funds,   and  propose  other  subsidies  for 
the  service  of  the  war,  are  we  not  rather  to  attend 
to  him  ?  I  grant  it,  Athenians !  if  that  man  can  be 
found.     But  I  should  account  it  wonderful,  if  it 
ever  did,  if  it  ever  oan  happen  to  any  man  on  earth, 
that,  while  he  lavishes  his  present   possessions  on 
nnneccssary  occasions,  some  future  funds  should  be 
procured,  to  supply  his  real  necessities.     But  such 
proposals  find  a  posverful  advocate  in  the  breast  of 
every  hearer.     So  that  nothing  is  so  easy  as  to  de- 
ceive one's  self:   for  what  we  wish,  that  we   readily 
believe:  but  such  expectations  arc  oftentimes  in- 
consistent with  our  affairs.    On  this  occasion  there- 
fore, let  your  affairs  direct  you  ;  then   will   you  be 
enabled  to  take  the  field  j  then  will  you  have  your 
full  pay.     And  men,  whose  judgments  are  well  di- 
rected, arid   whose  souls   are   great,  could  not  sup- 
port the  infamy  which  must  attend  them,  if  obliged 
10  desert  any  of  the  operations  of  a   war,  from  the 
want  of  money  :  they  could  not,  after  snatching  up 
their  arms  and  marching  against   the  Corinthians* 

*  The  Corinthians.  This  alludes  to  an  expedition  that  the 
Athenians  had  made  about  an  age  before.  Some  time  after  the 
Persian  war,  when  the  Greeks  began  to  quarrel  amon^  liicm- 
selves,  Corinth  and  Megara  had  some  dispute  about  their  boan- 
dariis.  The  better  to  support  their  quarrel,  the  M'^gnreans 
quiti  d  the  Lacedemonians,  and  entered  ihto  an  alliance  with 
A.heos.     But,  as  this  state  was  then  eng-.iged  both  in  Egypt  aiid 
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and  Megareans%  suffer  Philip  to  enslave  the  states 
of  Greece,  through  the  want  of  provisions  for  their 
forces. — I  say  not  this  wantonly,  to  raise  the  re- 
sentment of  some  among  you.  No  ;  I  am  not  so 
unhappily  perverse,  as  to  study  to  be  hated,  when 
no  good  purpose  can  be  answered  by  it :  but  it  is 
ray  opinion,  that  every  honest  speaker  should  pre- 
fer the  interest  of  the  state  to  the  favour  of  his 
hearers.  This  (I  am  assured,  and  perhaps  you  need 
not  be  informed)  was  the  principle  which  actuated 
the  public  conduct  of  those  of  our  ancestors  who 
spoke  in  this  assembly:  (men,  whom  the  present 
set  of  orators  are  ever  ready  to  applaud,  but  whose 
example  they  by  no  means  imitate :)  such  were 
Aristides,  Nicias,  the  former  Demosthenes,  and 
Pericles.     But  since  we  have  had  speakers,  who, 

Egina,  the  Corinthians  imagined  they  would  not  be  able  to  give 
any  assistance ;  and  therefore  invaded  the  territories  of  Megara. 
But  the  Athenians  came  immediately  to  the  assistance  of  their 
allies,  although  they  were  obliged  to  commit  the  defence  of  their 
city  to  their  old  men  and  boys:  and  the  Corinthians  were  re- 
pulsed. Tour. 

'  T//C  Mcgaream.  This  war  happend  twelve  years  after  that 
mentioned  in  tlie  preceding  note.  The  Megareans,  after  having 
put  an  Athenian  garrisou  to  the  sword,  that  was  stationed  in  their 
territory,  joined  with  Lacedemon,  and  even  with  Corinth  their 
mortal  enemy,  against  whom  the  Athenians  had  espoused  their 
quarrel.  This  state,  incensed  at  the  ingratitude  of  their  revolt, 
determined  to  reduce  them  to  reason.  They  issued  out  a  man- 
dale,  directing  the  Megareans  to  abstain  from  cultivating  a  piece 
of  ground  consecrated  to  Ceres  and  Proserpine ;  and,  on  their 
refusing  to  comply,  published  an  edict,  to  exclude  them  from  all 
commerce  in  Attica ;  and  bound  their  generals  by  an  oath  to  in- 
vade their  territories  once  every  year.  Tour. 
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before  their  public  appearance,  ask  yoii  :  «  What 
"  do  you  desire  ?  what  shall  I  propose  ?  how  cau 
"  I  oblige  you  ?"  the  interest  of  our  country  hath 
been  sacrificed  to  momentary  pleasure  and  popular 
favour.  Thus  have  we  been  distressed  ;  thus  have 
these  men  risen  to   greatness,  and  you  sunk  into 


disgi-ace. 


And  here  let  me  intreat  your  attention  to  a  sum- 
mary account  of  the  conduct  of  your  ancestors,  and 
of  your  own.  I  shall  mention  but  a  few  things, 
and  these  well  known ;  for,  if  you  would  pur.Hic 
the  way  to  happiness,  you  need  not  look  abroad 
for  leaders;  our  own  countrymen  point  it  out. 
These  our  ancestors,  therefore,  whom  the  orators 
never  courted,  never  treated  with  that  indulgence 
^vitll  which  you  are  flattered,  heJd  the  sovereignty 
of  Greece,  with  general  consent,  iive  and  ^rty 
years';  deposited  above  ten  thousand  talents  in  our 
public  treasury  ;  kept  the  king  of  this   country  in 

=»  Fkg  and  forty  years.      Jn  Wolfius's  edition  it  is  05.      But  this 
reading  is  tound  ii)  otl)er  copies,  and  is  conlirmcd  by  the  parallel 
passage  in  the   oration  on  regulating  the  coiunionwcalth.     1  be 
orator  computes  from  l:,e  death  of  Pau^anias,  ulun  the  supreme 
command  was  given  to   the  Athenians,  lo  the   beginning  of  the 
I'eloponncsian  war.     Add  to  this  the  27  years  of  that  wai°  during 
which  time  the   Athenians   maintained   their  power,  though  not 
with  consent;  and  the  whole  will  be  /  2  years  complete,  and  part 
of  the  ;sd  year.     A-.  rccably  to  this  last  calculation,  Demo.thenes 
says,  in  the   third  Philippic,   that  ihe  Athenians  cumn)anded  in 
Greece  73  years.     These  two  accounts  are  iJuis  easily  reconciled 
by  distinguishing  the  times  of  the  voluntary  and  the  involuntary^ 
obedience  of  the  Greeks.  T_,.    ' 
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that  subjection,  which  a  barbarian  owes  to  Greeks  ; 
erected  monuments  of  many  and  illustrious  actions, 
which  they  themselves  achieved,  by  land  and  sea  ; 
in  a  word,  are  the  only  persons  who  have  trans- 
mitted  to  posterity   such  glory  as  is  superior  to 

envy, Thus  great  do  they  appear  in  the  affairs 

of  Greece. Let  us  now  view  them  within   the 

city,   both  in  their    public    and   private   conduct. 
And,  first,  the  edifices  which  their  administrations 
have  given  us,  their  decorations  of  our  temples, 
and  the  offerings  deposited  by  them,  are  so  nume- 
rous and  so  magnificent,  that  all  the  efforts  of  pos- 
terity cannot  exceed  them.     Then,  in  private  life, 
so  exemplary  was  their  moderation,  their  adherence 
to  the  ancient  manners  so  scrupulously  exact,  that 
if  any  of  you  ever  discovered  the  house  of  Aris- 
tides,  or  Miltiades,  or  any  of  the  illustrious  men  of 
those  times,  he  must  know  that  it  was   not  dis- 
tinguished  by  the   least  extraordinary  splendour. 
For  thev  did  not  so  conduct  the  public  business  as 
to  aggrandize  themselves;  their  sole  great  object 
was  to  exalt  the  state.     And  thus,  by  their  faithful 
attachment  to  Greece,  by  their   piety  to  the  gods^ 
and  by  that  equality  which  they  maintained  among 
themselves,  they  were  raided  (and  no  wonder)  to  the 
summit  of  prosperity. 

Such  was  the  state  of  Athens  at  that  time,  when 
the  men  I  have  mentioned  were  in  power.  But 
what  is  your  condition,  under  these  indulgent  mi- 
nisters who  now  direct  us  ?  Is  it  the  sarae,  or  nearly 
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the  same  .'' — Other  things  I  shall  pass  over,  though 
I  might  expatiate  on  them.  Let  it  only  be  ob- 
served, that  we  are  now,  as  you  all  see,  left  with- 
out competitors;  the  Lacedemonians  lost';  the 
Thebans  engaged''  at  home  ;  and  not  one  of  all  the 
other  states  of  consequence  sufficient  to  dispute 
the  sovereignty  with  us.  Yet  at  a  time,  when  we 
might  have  enjoyed  our  own  dominions  in  secu- 
rity, and  been  the  umpires  in  ail  disputes  abroad, 
our  territories  have  been  wrested  from  us ;  we  have 
expended  above  one  thousand  five  hundred  talents 
to  no  purpose  J  the  allies"  which  we  gained  in  war 
have  been  lost  in  time  of  peace  ;  and  to  this  de- 
gree of  power  have  we  raised  an  enemy  against  our- 
selves. (For  let  the  man  stand  forth,  who  can 
ihow  whence  Philip  hath  derived  his  greatness,  if 
not  from  us.) 

"  Well  !  if  these  affairs  have  but  an  unfavour- 
^'  able  aspect,  yet  those  within  the  city  are  much 
**  more  flourishing  than  ever." Where  are  the 

*  T/i£  Lacedemonians  Inst.     The  battles  of  Leuctra  and  Manti- 
iiea  had  cnlircly  destroyed  their  power.  Touh. 

^  Engaged,  &c.     Ill  the  Phocian  war. 

^  The  allies,  &c.  Ulpi.ui  and  Wolfius  understand  this  of  the 
peace,  by  wliich  the  Athenians  consented  tliat  the  people  of  Chios, 
Rhodes,  and  Byzantium,  and  other  revolter;.,  should  all  continue 
free.  But  it  seems  more  natural  to  apply  it  to  some  prior  events  j 
as  the  taking  of  Pydna.  and  Potidaa,  and  other  cities  of  Thrace, 
that  were  then  fubject  to  Athens,  and  which  Philip  made  himself 
master  of,  after  he  had  concluded  a  peace  with  the  Athenians,  in 
the  second  year  of  his  reign.  Touk. 
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proofs  of  this  ?  The  walls  which  have  been  whiten- 
ed ? — the   ways  we  have  repaired  ? — the   supplies 

of  water  J  and  such  trifles  ? Turn  your  eyes  to 

the  men,  of  whose  administrations  these  are  the 
fruits.  Some  of  whom,  from  the  lowest  state  of 
poverty,  have  arisen  suddenly  to  affluence ;  some 
from  meanness  to  renown  :  others  have  made  their 
own  private  houses  much  more  magnificent  than  the 
public  edifices.  Just  as  the  state  hath  fallen,  their 
private  fortunes  have  been  raised. 

And  what  cause  can  we  assign  for  this  ?  How  is 
it  that  our  affairs  were  once  so  flourishing,  and 
now  in  such  disorder  ?  Because,  formerly,  the  peor 
pie  dared  to  take  up  arms  themselves ;  were  them- 
selves masters  of  those  in  employment ;  disposers 
themselves  of  all  emoluments  :  so  that  every  ci- 
tizen thought  himself  happy  to  derive  honours  and 
authority,  and  all  advantages  whatever,  from  the 
people.  But  now,  on  the  contrary,  favouvs  are  all 
dispensed,  affairs  all  transacted,  by  the  ministers  ; 
while  you,  quite  enervated,  robbed  of  your  riches, 
your  allies,  stand  in  the  mean  rank  of  servants  and 
assistants :  happy  if  these  rnen  grant  you  the  the- 
atrical appointments,  and  send  you  scraps  of  the 
public  meal*.  And,  what  is  of  all  most  sordid, 
you  hold  yourselves  obliged  to  them  for  that  which 
is  your  own  :  while  they  confine  you  within  these 

*  Of  t?ie  fuhVtc.  meal.  Demetrius  Phalereus  records  a  saying  of 
Demades,  in  ridicule  of  the  custom  of  distributing  victuals  to  the 
people.  "  The  state  (said  he)  is  now  become  a  feeble  old  wo- 
"  man,  that  sits  at  home  in  her  slippersj  and  sups  up  her  ptisan." 
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walls,  lead  you  on  gently  to  their  purposes,  and 
soothe  and  tame  you  to  obedience.  Nor  is  it  nos- 
sible,  that  Ihcy,  who  arc  engaged  in  low  and  gro- 
veling pursuits,  can  entertain  great  and  gertcrous 
sentiments.  No !  Such  as  their  employnicnls  are, 
so  must  their  dispositions  provt  • — And  now,  I  call 
Heaven  to  witness,  that  it  will  not  surprise  me,  li  I 
suffer  morc;  by  mentioning  tliii  your  condition,  than 
they  who  have  involved  you  in  it  !  Freedom  of 
speech  you  do  not  allow  on  all  occasions  j  and  that 
you  have  now  admitted  it,  excites  my  wonder. 

But,  if  you  will  at  length  be  prevailed  on  to 
char::;c  your  conduct  ;  if  you  will  take  the  field, 
and  act  worthy  of  Athenians;  if  these  redundant 
sums  which  you  receive  at  home  be  applied  to  the 
advancement  of  your  affairs  abiaad  ;  perhaps,  my 
countrymen!  perhaps  some  instancti  of  (onsum- 
matc  good  fortune  may  attend  you,  and  ye  iiiay 
becom.e  so  happy  as  to  despise  those  pittances^which 
are  like  the  morsels  that  a  physician  allows  his  pa- 
tient. For  these  do  not  restore  his  vigour  but  just 
keep  hira  from  dying.  So,  your  distributions  can- 
not serve  any  valuable  purpose,  but  are  just  suffi- 
cient to  divert  your  attention  from  all  other  things, 
and  tluis  increase  the  indolence  of  every  one  among 
you. 

But  I  shall  be  asked,  "  What  then  !  is  it  your 
*'  opinion,  tiiat  these  sums  should  pay  our  a.my  ?"^ 
And  besides  this,  that  the  state  should  be  re- 
gulated in  such  a  manner,  that  every  one  may  have 
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his  share  of  public  business,  and  approve  himself 
an  useful  citizen,  on  what  occasion  soever  his  aid 
may  be  required.  Is  it  in  his  power  to  live  in 
peace  ?  He  will  live  here  with  greater  dignity, 
while  these  supplies  prevent  him  from  being 
tempted  by  indigence  to  any  thing  dishonourable. 
Is  he  called  forth  by  an  emergency  like  the  present  ? 
Let  him  discharge  that  sacred  duty  which  he  owes 
to  his  country,  by  applying  these  sums  to  his  sup- 
port in  the  field.  Is  there  a  man  among  you  past 
the  age  of  service  ?  Let  him,  by  inspecting  and 
conducting  the  public  business,  regularly  merit  his 
share  of  the  distributions  which  he  now  receives, 
without  any  duty  enjoined,  or  any  return  made  to 
the  community.  And  thus,  with  scarcely  any  al- 
teration, either  of  abolishing  or  innovating,  all  irre- 
gularities are  removed,  and  the  state  completely 
settled,  by  appointing  one  general  regulation,  which 
shall  entitle  our  citizens  to  receive,  and  at  the  same 
time  oblige  them  to  take  arms,  to  administer  justice, 
to  act  in  all  cases  as  their  time  of  life  and  our  af- 
fairs require.  But  it  never  hath,  nor  could  it  have 
been  moved  by  me,  that  the  rewards  of  the  diligent 
and  active  should  be  bestowed  on  the  useless  citizen ; 
or  that  you  should  sit  here,  supine,  languid,  and 
irresolute,  listening  to  the  exploits  of  some  gene- 
ral's foreign  troops,  (for  thus  it  is  at  present) -- 

Not  that  I  would  reflect  on  him  who  serves  you  in 
any  instance.  But  you  yourselves,  Athenians .' 
should  perform  those  services  for  which  you  heap 
honours  upon  others,  and  not  recede  from  that 
illustrious  rank  of  virtue,  the  price  of  all  the  glo- 
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rious  toils  of  your  ancestors,  and  by  tliem  beniicath- 
€d  to  you. 

Thus  have  I  laid  before  you  the  chief  pohits  in 
which  I  lliiiiK:  you  interested.  It  is  your  part  to 
embrace  that  opniion  which  the  welfare  of  the  state 
in  general,  and  that  of  every  single  member^  rccorq- 
nicnds  to  your  acceptance. 


END    OF    TIIF.     -ECOND     OI.V  NTfl  f  AC. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THE  preceding  oration  had  no  farther  effect 
upon  the  Athenians,  than  to  prevail  on  them  to 
send  orders  to  Charidemus,  who  commanded 
for  them  at  the  Hellespont,  to  make  an  attempt 
to  relieve  Olynthus.  He  accordingly  led  some 
forces  into  Chalcis,  which,  in  conjunction  with 
the  forces  of  Olynthus,  ravaged  Pallcnc,  a  pe- 
ninsula of  Macedon^  tovvardsThrace,  and  Bottia, 
a  country  on  the  confines  of  Chalcis,  which, 
among  other  towns,  contained  Pella,  the  capital 
of  Macedon. 

But  these  attempts  could  not  divert  Philip 
from  his  resolution  of  reducing  Olynthus,  which 
he  had  now  publicly  avowed.  The  Olynthians, 
therefore,  found  it  necessary  to  have  once  more 
recourse  to  Athens  ;  and  to  request,  that  they 
would  send  troops,  composed  of  citizens,  ani- 
mated with  a  sincere  ardor  for  their  interest, 
their  own  glory,  and  the  common  cause. 

Demosthenes,  in  the  following  oration,  in- 
sists on  the  importance  of  saving  Olynthus ; 
alarms  his   hearers   with  the   apprehension  of  a 
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war,  which  actually  threatened  Attica,  and  even 
the  capital ;  urges  the  necessity  of  personal  ser- 
vice ;  and  returns  to  his  charge  of  the  misappli- 
cation of  the  public  money,  but  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  sheweth,  that  his  former  remonstrances 
had  not  the  desired  effect. 
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Calliinacho,  Archon — A.  R.  Philip,  12. — Olympiad.  107.  An.  -C. 

1  AM  persuaded,  Athenians!  that  you  would  ac- 
count it  less  valuable  to  possess  the  greatest  riches", 
i:han  to  have  the  true  interest  of  the  state,  on  this 
emei'gency,  clearly  laid  before  you.  It  is  your  part 
therefore,  readily  and  cheerfully  to  attend  to  all  who 
are  disposed  to  offer  their  opinions.  For  your  re- 
gards need  not  be  confined  to  those  whose  counsels 
are  the  effect  of  premeditation'' :  it  is  your  good 
fortune  to  have  men  among  you,  who  can  at  once 
suggest  many  points  of  moment.  From  opinions, 
therefore,  of  everv  kind,  vou  may  easily  choose  that 
most  conducive  to  your  interest. 

a  The  greatest  riches.  Ulpian  finds  oat  a  particular  propiiet}  in 
this  exordium.  He  observes,  that,  as  the  orator  intends  to  recom- 
mend to  thciii  to  give  up  their  thf^atric.d  appointments,  he  pre- 
pares them  for  ii  by  tliis  observation  5  nud,  while  he  is  endeavour- 
ing to  persuade  them  to  a  just  disregard  ot  money,  appears  as  if 
he  only  spoke  their  sentiments. 

^  Trcmcd'itation.  Monsieur  Tourreil  admires  the  greatness  of 
mind  of  Demosthenes,  who,  though  he  gloried  in  the  pains  and 
labour  his  orations  cost  him,  was  yet  superior  to  that  low  and 
niaHgnant  passion,  v/hich  oftentimes  prompts  us  to  decry  those 
talents  which  we  do  not  possess.  I  suspect,  however,  that  this 
passage  w^s  occasioned  by  some  particular  circumstance  in  the 
debate.  Perhaps  some  speaker  v.'ho  oppoied  Demosthenes,  might 
YOL.  I,  G 
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And  now,  Athenians  I  the  present  juncture  calls 
upon  us :  we  almost  hear  its  voice,  declaring  loudly 
that  you  yourselves  must  engage  in  these  affairs,  if 
you  have  the  least  attention  to  your  own  security. 
You  entertain  1  know  not  what  sentiments  on  this 
occasion  :  my  opinion  is,   that  the  reiiiforcements 
should  be  instantly  decreed;  that  they  should  be 
raised  with  all  possible  expedition  ;  that  so  our  suc- 
cours may  be  sent  from  this  city,  and  all  former  m- 
conveniencies  be  avoided;  and  that  you  should  send 
ambassadors  to  notify  these  things,  and  to  secure 
our  interests  by  their  presence.     For,  as  he  is  a  man 
of  consummate  policy,  complete  in  the  art  of  turn- 
ing every  incident  to  his  own  advantage,  there  is 
the  utmost  reason  to  fear,  that,   partly  by  conces- 
sions, where  they  may  be  seasonable,  partly  by  me- 
naces, (and  his  menaces^  may  be  believed,)   and 
partly  by  rendering  us  and  our  absence  suspected, 
—he  may  tear  horn  us  something  of  the  last  im- 
portance, and  force  it  into  his  own  service. 

Those  very  circumstances,  however,  which  con-, 
tribute  to  the  power  of  Philip,  are  happily  the  most 
favourable  to  us.  For  that  uncontrolled  command 
with  which  he  governs  all  transactions,  public  and 
secret;  his  entire  direction  of  his  army,  as  their 
leader,  their  sovereign,  and  their  treasurer  ;  and  his 

have  urged  his  opuiion  somewhat  dogmatically,  as  the  result  of 
mature  refleclion  and  deliberation. 

-  His  menaces  may,  &c.     Although  his  j>romhes  could   by   no 
means  be  relied  on. 
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diligence.,  ;„  giving  lire  ,„  eery  pnrl  of  ii,  by  Irs 
presence;  tlicsc  tilings  greatly  conlribnte  to  cmry- 
ing  on  a  unr  v.iil,  expedition  and  s.,ccc.=s,  but  arc 
powerful  obstacles  to  tl.at  accommodation  which  he 
would   gladly  make  with  the  Olynthians.     For  the 
Olynthtans  sec  plainly  that  ihcy  do  not  now  fioht 
or  glory,  or  for  paf^of  their  territory,  but  to  dcf™d 
l.eu-    Slate   from    dissolution   and    slavery.     Thcv 
know  how  he  rewarded  those  traitors  of  Amphinolis, 
who  made  him  master  of  that  city,  and  those  of 
1  ydna,  who  opened  their  gates  to  him.    In  a  word 
free  states,  I   think,  must  ever  look  with  stispicioa 
on  an  absolute  monarchy,  but  a  neighbouring  mo- 
narchy must  double  their  apprehensions. 

Coxvi.N-cED  of  what  hall,  now  been  offered,  and 
possessed  with  every  oiher  just  and  worthy  senti- 
ment, you  must  be  resolved,  .Athenians  !  you  must 
exert  your  spirit,  you  must  apply  to  the  vVar,  now 
it  ever;  your  fortunes,  yom-  persons,  your  «hole 
l>owers,  arc  now  demanded.     There  is  no  excuse 
no  pretetice  left,  for  declining  the  performance  of 
your  duty.     I-or  that  which  you  were  all  ever  urg- 
ing loucly,  that   the  Olynthians  should  be  cng.ge°l 
in  a  war  with  PhU.p,  hath  now  happened  of  itself ; 
and  tins  m  a  manner  most  agreeable  to  our  interest 
tor,  ,f  tney  had  entered  into  this  war  at  o.u-  per- 
suasion, they  must  have  been  precarious  allies,  w  iih- 
out  steadiness  or  resolution;  but  as   their  privalc 
injuries  have  made  them  enemies  to   Philip,  it  is 
Pi-obable  that  enmity  will   be  lasting,   both  on  ae- 
count  of  what  they  fear,  and  what  they  have  already 
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suffered.     My  countrymen  !   let  not  so    favourable 
an  opportunity  escape  you  :  do  not  repeat  that  er- 
ror  which  hath  been  so   often   fatal  to  you.     For 
when,  at  our  return  from  assisting  the  Eiibceans% 
Hierax   and    Stratocles,    citizens    of    Amphipolis, 
mounted  this  gallery  ^  and  pressed  you  to  send  out 
your  nav-y,  and  to  take  their  city  under  your  pro- 
tection, had  we  discovered  that  resolution  in  our 
own  cause,  which  we  exerted  for  the  safety  of  Eu- 
boea,  then  had  Amphipolis  been  yours,  and  all  those 
difficulties  had  been  avoided,in  which  you  have  been 
since  involved.     Again,  when  we  received  advice  of 
the  sieges  of  Pydna,  Potidasa,   Methone,   Pegasse, 
and  other  places,  (for  I  would  not  detain  you  with 
a  particular  recital)  had  we  ourselves  marched  with 
a  due  spirit  and  alacrity  ^to  the  relief  of  the  first  of 
these  cities,  we  should  now  find  much  more  com- 
pliance, much  more  humility  in  Phihp.     But  by  - 
still  neglecting  the  present,  and  imagining   our  fu- 
ture interests  will  not   demand  our  care,  we  have 
aggrandized  our  enemy,  we  have  raised  him  to  a 
degree  of  eminence  greater  than  any  king  of  Mace- 
don  hath  ever  yet  enjoyed.— Now  we  have  anothel^ 
opportunity.     That  which  the  Olynthians,  of  them- 

a  T^c  Eul'oeans.  This  refers  to  the  expedition  in  favour  of  the 
EiibcEans  against  theThebans,  which  is  mentioned  in  the  note  on 
Phil.  I.  page  10.  The  Athenians  prepared  for  this  expedition  in 
three  days,  according  to  Demosthenes;  in  five,  according  to 
iEschines.     And  their  success  was  as  sudden  as  their  preparation. 

b  This  gallery,  in  the  original  fyot^,  ri  BHMA.  That  eminence 
where  all  the  public  speakers  were  placed,  and  from  whence  the 
people^ere  addressed  on  all  occasions. 
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selves,  present  to  the  state  :  one  no  less  considerable 
than  any  of  the  ibrmcr. 

And,  in  my  opinion,  Athenians  !  if  a  man  were 
to  bring  the  dealings  of  the  gods  towards  us  to  a  fair 
account,  though  many  things  might  appear  not 
quite  agreeable  to  oiu'  wishes,  yet  he  would  ac- 
knowledge that  we  hwid  been  highly  favoured  by 
them  ;  and  with  great  reason  :  for  that  many  places 
bad  been  lost  in  the  course  of  war  is  truly  to  be 
charged  to  our  own  weak  conduct.  But  that  the  diffi- 
culties arisen  from  hence  have  not  long  affected  us, 
and  that  an  alliance  now  presents  itself  to  remove 
them,  if  wc  are  disposed  to  make  the  just  use  of  it ; 
this  I  cannot  but  ascribe  to  the  divine  goodness. 
But  the  saine  thing  happens  in  this  case  as  in  the 
use  of  riches.  If  a  man  be  careful  to  save  those 
he  hath  acquired,  he  readily  acknowledges  the  kind- 
ness of  fortune  ;  but  if  by  his  imprudence  they  be 
once  lost,  with  them  he  also  loses  the  sense  of  gra- 
litude.  >o  in  political  affairs,  they  who  neglect  to 
improve  their  opportunities,  forget  the  favours 
which  the  gods  have  bestowed  ;  for  it  is  the  ulti- 
mate event  which  generally  determines  men's  judg- 
ment of  every  thing  precedent.  And  therefore  all 
jafTairs  hereafter  should  engage  your  strictest  care, 
that,  by  correcting  oiu'  errors,  we  may  wipe  off  the 
inglorious  stain  of  past  actions.  But  should  we  be 
deaf  to  these  men  too,  nnd  should  he  be  suffered  to 
subvert  Olynthus,  say,  what  can  prevent  him 
from  marching  his  forces  into  whatever  territory  he 
pleases  ? 
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Is  tlicrc  not  a  man  among  you,  Athenians  !  wha 
reflects  by  what  steps  Philip,  from  a  beginning  sa 
inconsiderable,  liath  mounted  to  this  height  of 
power?  First,  he  took  Amphipolis  :  then  he  be- 
came master  of  Pydiia  ;  then  Potidasa  fell  ;  then 
Methone :  then  came  his  inroad  into  Thessaly : 
after  this,  having  disposed  affairs  at  Pheras,  at  Pe- 
gasse,  r.t  Magnesia,  entirely  as  he  pleased,  he 
marched  into  Tiirace'\  Here,  while  eng-a^cd  in 
expelling  some,  and  establishing  ether  princes,  he 
fell  sick.  Again,  recovering,  he  never  turned  a 
moment  from  his  course  to  ease  or  indulgence,  but 
instantly  attacked  the  Olynthians.  tlis  expeditions 
against  the  Illyrians,  the  Pasonians,  against  Arym- 

a  Inlo  TJiracc.  Ihre,  ivltilc  engaged,  ice.  Thrace  was  inha- 
bited by  an  infinite  nuniber  of  dirterent  people^  whose  names 
Herodotus  halh  transmitted.  And  he  observes,  that  could  they 
have  united  under  a  single  thief,  or  connected  themselves  by  in- 
terest or  sentiment,  they  would  have  formed  a  body  infinitely  su- 
peiior  to  all  their  neighbours.  After  Teres,  the  Thracians  had 
divers  kings.  This  pi'lnce  had  two  sons,  Sitalees  and  Sparadocus, 
among  whose  descendants  vaiious  contests  arose,  till  after  a  series 
of  usurpations  and  revdutions,  Seut1:ies  .recovered  part  of  the 
territory  of  his  father  Mossades,  and  transmitted  the  succession 
peaceably  to  Cutis  the  father  of  Ccrsobleptes  (as  Demostlxenes 
says,  not  his  brother,  as  Diodorus),  At  the  death  of  Cotis  the  • 
divisi(.ns  recori:!menced,  and  in  the  place  of  one  king,  Thrace  had 
three,  Ccrsobleptes,  Berisades,  and  Araadocus;  Ccrsobleptes  dis- 
posses  ed  the  oiher  two^  and  was  himself  dethroned  by  Philip', 
Frontinus  report?,  that  Alexander,  when  he  had  conquered- 
Thrace,  brought  the  princes  of  that  country  with  him  in  his.  ex- 
pedition into  Asia,  to  prevent  their  raising  any  commotions  in  hi* 
absence.  A  proof  that  Philip  and  Alexjinder  had  established  se- 
veral petty  kings  in  Thrace^  w ho  vsere  vassals  to  Macedon. 

TOURREIC. 
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bas»,  I  pass  all  over. Bat  I  may  be  asked,  why 

this  recital  now? — ■ — That  you-  mny  know  and  sec 
your  own  error,  in  ever  neglecting  some  part  of 
your  affairs,  as  it"  beneath  your  regard:  and  that 
active  spirit  with  which  Philip  pursucth  his  designs: 
which  ever  tires  him  :  and  which  never  can  permit 
him  to  rest  satisfied  with  those  things  he  hath  al- 
ready accomplished.  If  ihen  he  determines  firmly 
and  invariably  to  pursue  his  conquests  ;  and  if  we 
are  obstinately  resolved  against  every  vigorous  and 
effectual  measure ;  think,  what  consequences  may 
we  expect  !  Jn  the  name  of  Heaven,  can  any  man. 
be  so  weak,  as  not  to  know,  that  by  neglecting  this 
war,  we  are  transferring  it  from  that  country  to  our 
own  ?  And  should  this  happen,  I  fear,  Athenians  ! 
that  as  they  who  inconsiderately  borrow  money 
upon  high  interest,  after  a  short-lived  affluence  are 
deprived  of  their  own  fortunes;  so  we,  by  this  con- 
tinued indolence,  by  consulting  only  our  case  and 
pleasure,  may  be  reduced  to  tlic  grievous  necessity 
of  engaging  in  affairs  the  most  shocking  and  dis- 
agreeable, and  of  exposing  ourselves  in  the  defence 
of  this  our  native  territory. 

"  Arymhas.  He  was  the  son  of  Alcetas,  king  of  Epirns,  and 
brother  to  Neoptolenms,  whose  daughter  Olympias  Pliilip  mar- 
ried. About  three  years  bflbre  the  date  of  this  oration,  the 
death  of  their  father  produced  a  dispute  between  the  brothers 
about  the  succesbion  :  Arymbas  was  the  lawful  heir :  yet  Philip 
obliged  him,  by  force  of  arms,  to  divide  the  kingdom  with  Ncop- 
tolenius  :  and  not  contented  wiih  this,  at  the  death  of  Arymbas, 
he  found  means,  by  his  intrigues  and  menaces,  to  prevail  on  the 
Epirots  to  banish  his  son,  and  to  constitute  Alexander  the  son  of 
Neoptolemus  sole  monarch.  Tourbtil, 

G  4 


99  I)  E  M  0  S  T  H  E  N  E  S'  Orat.  IV; 

To  censure,  some  one  may  tell  me,  is  easy,  and 
in  the  power  of  every  man  :  but  the  true  counsellor 
should  point  out  that  conduct  which  the  present 
exigence  demands. — Sensible  as  I  am,  Athenians ! 
that,  when  your  expectations  have  in  any  instance 
been  disappointed,  your  resentment  frequently  falls 
not  on  those  who  merit  it,  but  on  him  who  hath 
spoken  lasts  yet  I  cannot,  from  a  regard  to  my 
own  safety,  suppress  what  I  deem  of  moment  to 
lay  before  you.  I  say,  then,  this  occasion  calls  for 
a  twofold  armament.  First,  we  are  to  defend  the 
cities  of  the  Olynthiaiis;  and  for  this  purpose  to 
detach  a  body  of  forces  :  in  the  next  place,  in  order 
to  infest  his  kingdom,  we  are  to  send  out  our  navy 
manned  with  other  levies.  If  you  neglect  either  of 
these,  I  fear  your  expedition  will  be  fruitless.  For, 
if  you  content  yourselves  with  infesting  his  domi- 
nionsj  this  he  will  endure,  until  he  is  master  of 
Olynthus ;  and  then  he  can  with  ease  repel  the  in- 
vasion :  or,  if  you  only  send  succours  to  the  Olyn- 
thians,  when  he  sees  his  own  kingdom  free  from 
danger,  he  will  apply  with  constancy  and  vigilance 
to  the  war,  and  at  length  weary  out  the  besieged  to 
a  submission.  Your  levies  therefore  must  be  con- 
siderable enough  to  serve  both  purposes. These 

are  my  sentiments  v/ith  respect  to  our  armament. 

And  now  as  to  the  expence  of  these  preparations. 
You  are  already  provided  for  the  payment  of  your 
forces  better  than  any  other  people.  This  provision 
is  distributed  among  yourselves  in  the  manner  most 
agreeable  ;  but  if  you  restore  it  to  the  army,  the  sup- 
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plies  will  be  complete  witlioiit  any  addition;  if  not 
an  adJilion  will  be  necessary;  or  the  whole,  rather, 
will  remain  to  be  raised.  '*  IIow  then  !  (I  nmy  be 
"  abkcd)  do  you  move  for  a  decree  to  apply  those 
"  funds  to  the  military  service  r"  By  no  means!  it 
is  my  opinion  indeed,  that  an  army  must  be  raised  ; 
that  this  money  really  belongs  to  the  army;  and 
that  the  same  regulation  which  entitles  our  citizens 
to  receive,  should  oblige  them  also  to  act.  At  pre- 
sent 5'ou  expend  the  sums  on  entertainments,  with- 
out regard  to  your  affairs.  It  remains,  then,  that  a 
general  contribution  be  raised :  a  great  one,  if  a 
great  one  be  required  :  a  small  one,  if  such  may  be 
sufficient.  Money  must  be  found  :  without  it  no- 
thing can  be  effected  :  various  schemes  are  proposed 
by  various  persons :  do  you  make  that  choice  which 
you  think  most  advantageous  ;  and,  while  you  have 
an  opportunity,  exert  yourselves  in  the  care  of  your 
interests. 

It  is  worthy*  your  attention  to  consider  how  th« 

*  It  is  -worthy,  &c.  Hitherto  the  orator  has  painted  Phih'p  in 
all  his  terrors.  He  is  politic,  and  vigilant,  and  intrepid  5  he  has 
risen  gradually  to  the  highest  pitch  of  power;  and  is  now  ready 
to  appear  before  the  walls  of  Athens,  if  he  is  not  instantly  opposed  : 
but,  lest  this  description  should  dispirit  the  Athenians,  he  is  now 
represented  in  a  quite  different  menner.  His  power  is  by  no 
means  real  and  solid  ;  hi>  allies  are  prepared  to  revolt,  his  king- 
dom is  threatened  with  war  and  desolation,  and  he  is  just  ready  to 
be  crushed  by  the  very  first  effort  that  is  made  to  distress  hioi : 
but  as  it  was  necessary  that  the  danger  to  which  they  were  ex- 
posed, should  make  the  deepest  impression  upon  the  minds  of  Ijis 
hearers,  he^rtlurnj  to  his  former  description,  and  concludes  with 
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vasion'\  Will  the  Phocians  ?  a  people  scarcely 
able''  to  defend  their  own  country,  without  your  as- 
sistance.     Will  any  others'^  ? "  But,  Sir,"  cries 

some  one,  "  he  would  make  no  such  attempt." — 
This  would  be  the  greatest  of  absurdities  j  not  to 
execute  those  threats,  when  he  hath  full  power, 
which,  now  when  they  appear  so  idle  and  extra- 
vagant, he  yet  dares  to  utter.  '  And  I  think  you  are 
not  yet  to  learn  how  great  would  be  the  difference 
between  our  engaging  him  here,  and  there.  Were 
we  to  be  only  thirty  days  abroad,  and  to  draw  all 
the  necessaries  of  the  camp  from  our  own  lands, 
even  were  there  no  enemy  to  ravage  them,  the  da- 
mage would,  in  my  opinion,  amount  to  more  than 
the  whole  expence  of  the  late  war*'.  Add  then  the 
presence  of  an  enemy,  and  how  greatly  must  the 
calamity  be  increased  ?  but,  further,  add  the  infamy  ; 
and  to  those  who  judge  riglitly,  no  distress  can  be 
more  grievous  than  the  scandal  of  misconduct. 

^  Join  readily  in  the  invasion.  The  re'asons  of  Thebes's  hatred 
to  Athens  have  been  already  assigned.  See  note  on  Olynth.  2,  p.  74. 

''  Scarcely  able,  &c.  The  Phocians  were  at  this  time  reduced 
to  a  very  low  state,  by  aconiinued  series  of  ill  success  in  the  sacred 
war.  Philomelas  and  Onomarchus  had  perished;  Phayllus  and 
Phalecus,  their  successors,  had  been  frequently  difeated  ;  and  the 
Thebans  were  continually  gaining  advantages  over  then).  Touh. 

*^  U^ill  any  others?  He  avoids  all  mention  of  the  Thcssalions ;  be- 
cause he  had  just  shewed  that  they  were  ill-affected  to  Philip,  and 
therefore  might  be  supposed  willing  to  join  with  the  Athenians. 

d  Of  the  late  ivar.  That  is,  their  expedition  into  Thrace,  in 
Qvder  to  recover  Amphipolls,  which,  according  to  the  calculation 
©f -dEschineS;  cost  them  1500  talents.  Tovr. 
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It  is  Incumbent,  therefore,  upon  us  all,  (justly 
influenced  by  these  considerations)  to  unite  vigo- 
rously in  the  common  cause,  and  repel  the  danger 
that  threatens  this  territory.  Let  the  rich  exert 
themselves  on  this  occasion ;  that  by  contributing  a 
small  portion  of  their  affluence,  they  may  secure 
the  peaceful  possession  of  the  rest.  Let  those  who 
are  of  the  age  for  military  duty,  that,  by  learning 
the  art  of  war  in  Philip's  dominions,  they  may  be- 
come formidable  defenders  of  their  native  land. 
Let  our  orators,  that  they  may  safely  submit  their 
conduct  to  the  public  inspection.  For  your  judg- 
ment of  their  administrations  will  ever  be  deter- 
mined by  the  event  of  things.  And  may  wc  all 
contribute  to  render  that  favourable  I 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THE  Athenians  sent  those  succours  to  Olyrl- 
thus,  which  were  recommended  in  the  preced- 
ing oration.  But  they  could  not  defend  that 
state  against  its  domestic  enemies ;  for,  the  yeai 
Tollovving,  two  of  its  citizens,  Lasthcncs  and 
Eutliycrates,  betrayed  the  city  to  Phihp.  He 
razed  it,  threw  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  chains, 
sold  another  part,  and  distinguished  the  two 
traitors  only  by  the  cruelty  of  their  death.  His 
two  brothers,  who  had  been  harboured  in  Olyn- 
thus,  he  also  sacrificed  to  his  jealousy  and  re- 


venue. 


These  events,  no  less  than  the  repeated  In- 
stances of  Demosthenes,  prevailed  on  the  Athe- 
nians to  declare  war  against  Philip  in  form. 
Hitherto  he  had  kept  some  measures  with  them, 
and  had  sought  various  pretences  for  glossing 
over  his  hostilities  ;  but  now  he  fell  with  the 
utmost  fury  upon  all  their  tributary  states,  and 
obliged  Demosthenes  to  appear  once  more  in  the 
assembly,  to  persuade  the  Athenians  to  defend 
the  Llanders,  and  their  colonics,  which  lay  upon 
the  Hellespont.      But  scarcely  had  the  war  been 
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declared,  when  the  vigour  of  then*  enemy,   and 
their  own  fickleness  and  indolence,  made  them 
weary  of  it.     Ctesiphon  and  Phrynon  were  sent 
to  sound  Philip's  dispositions  towards  a  separate 
peace.     This  was  as  he  could  wish.     The  Pho- 
cian  war  was  at  present  the  object  of  his  views  : 
and  his  arts  had  just  regained  the   Thessalians 
over  to  the  confederacy,  who  had  been  prevailed 
on  to  stand  neuter.     To  the  Athenian  minis- 
ters,  therefore,   he   made   such  professions,  that 
Demosthenes,  and  nine  others,   were  sent  to  ne- 
gociate  the  peace  ;  w  ho  proceeded  as  far  as  they 
were  authorised,  and  returned  with  Antipater, 
Parmenio,  and  Eurylochus,  on  the  part  of  Phi- 
lip.    Ambassadors  were  sent,  soon  after,  from 
Athens,  with  full  powers  to  conclude  the  treaty. 
In  the  first  of  these  embassies,  Demosthenes  had 
met  with  some  Athenian  prisoners  in  Macedon, 
whom  he  promised  to  redeem   at  his  own  ex- 
pence,  and  took  this  opportunity  to  perform  it, 
while  his  colleagues,  in  the  mean  time,  were  to 
proceed,  with   all  expedition,  in  order  to  con- 
clude   with    Phihp.     Three    months    elapsed^ 
however,  before  they  came  to  an  audience  with 
the  king,  who  was  all  this  time  making  himself 
master  of  those  places   in  Thrace,  which  the 
Athenians  claimed  as  their  right.     At  last,  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  wxre  agreed  to  ;  but,  by  af- 
fected delays,  and  by  corrupting  the  ambassa- 
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dors,  he  found  means  to  defer  the  execution  of  it, 
until  he  had  advanced  his  troops  into  Thessaly, 
in  order  to  proceed  against  thcPhocians.  He  then 
concluded  the  peace,  and^  on  their  return,  the 
ambassadors,  who  had  conducted  the  treaty  (and 
yEschincs  in  particular,)  expatiated  upon  liis 
candour  and  sincerity.  They  declared,  at  the 
very  time  when  he  was  cfiviniz;  Thebes  the  most 
solemn  assurances  that  he  would  exterminate  the 
Phocians,  that  his  sole  views  w'cre  to  screen  this 
people  from  the  fury  of  their  enemies,  and  to 
controul  the  insolence  of  the  Thebans.  They 
also  vouched  for  his  performing  several  things  in 
favour  of  the  state,  not  formally  stipulated  in  the 
treaty.  Thus  were  the  Athenians  amused,  and 
I'hilip  suffered  to  pass  the  streights  of  Ther- 
niopylre,  and  to  pursue  his  march  into  Phocis. 

His  reputation  and  approach  struck  such  a 
terror  into  the  Phocians,  that,  although  ihcy 
received  a  reinforcement  of  a  thousand  Spartans, 
thev  yet  sent  to  treat,  or  rather  to  submit.  He 
allowed  Phalccus,  with  eight  thousand  merce- 
naries, to  retire  into  Peloponnesus  ;  but  tlie  rest, 
who  were  inhabitants  of  Phocis,  were  left  at  liis 
mercy.  The  disposal  of  these  he  referred  to  the 
Amphictyons,  from  an  atl'ectvjd  regard  to  the 
authority  of  an  assembly  composed  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  states  of  Greece.     They  thun- 
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declared,  when  the  ylgour  of  then*  enemy,   and 
their  own  fickleness  and  indolence,  made  them 
weary  of  it.     Cteslphon  and  Phrynon  were  sent 
to  sound  Philip's  dispositions  towards  a  separate 
peace.     This  was  as  he  could  wish.     The  Pho- 
cian  war  was  at  present  the  object  of  his  views  : 
and  his  arts  had  just   regained  the  Thessalians 
over  to  the  conR^deracy,  who  had  been  prevailed 
on  to  stand  neuter.     To  the  Athenian  minis- 
ters,  therefore,  he   made  such  professions,  that 
Demosthenes,  and  nine  others,   were  sent  to  ne- 
o-ociate  the  peace  ;  who  proceeded  as  far  as  they 
•were  authorised,  and  returned  with  Antipater, 
Parmenio,  and  Eurylochus,  on  the  part  of  Phi- 
lip.    Ambassadors  were  sent,  soon  after,  from 
Athens,  with  full  powders  to  conclude  the  treaty, 
"in  the  first  of  these  embassies,  Demosthenes  had 
met  with  some  Athenian  prisoners  in  Maccdon, 
whom  he  promised  to  redeem   at  his  own  ex- 
pence,  and  took  this  opportunity  to  perform  it, 
while  his  colleagues,  in  the  mean  time,  were  to 
proceed,  with   all  expedition,  in  order  to  con- 
clude   with    Philip.     Three    months    elapsed, 
however,  before  they  came  to  an  audience  with 
the  king,  who  was  all  this  time  making  himself 
master  of  those  places   in  Thrace,  which  the 
Athenians  claimed  as  their  right.     At  last,  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  were  agreed  to  ;  but,  by  af- 
fected delays,  and  by  corrupting  the  ambassit- 


J  X  T  R  C  D  U  C  T  I  O  N.  93 

dors,  he  found  means  to  deter  the  execution  of  it, 
until  he  had  advanced  his  troops  into  Thessaly, 
in  order  to  proceed  against  thePhocians.  He  then 
concluded  the  peace,  and^  on  their  return,  the 
ambassadors,  who  had  conducted  ihe  treaty  (and 
/Eschines  in  particular,)  expatiated  upon  liis 
candour  and  sincerity.  They  declared,  at  the 
very  time  when  he  was  giving  Thebes  the  most 
solemn  assurances  that  he  would  exterminate  the 
Phocians,  that  his  sole  views  were  to  screen  this 
people  from  the  fury  of  their  enemies,  and  to 
controul  the  insolence  of  the  Thebans.  They 
also  vouched  for  his  performing  several  things  in 
favour  of  the  state,  not  formally  stipulated  in  the 
treaty.  Thus  were  the  Athenians  amused,  and 
Philip  suffered  to  pass  the  streights  of  Ther- 
mopylre,  and  to  pursue  his  march  into  Phocis. 

His  reputation  and  approach  struck  such  a 
terror  into  the  Phocians,  that,  although  ihcy 
received  a  reinforcement  of  a  thousand  Spartans, 
thcv  vet  Fcnt  to  treat,  or  rather  to  submit.  He 
allowed  Phalccus,  with  eight  thousand  merce- 
naries, to  retire  into  Peloponnesus  ;  but  tlie  rest, 
who  wxrc  inhabitants  of  Phocis,  were  left  at  lus 
mercy.  Tlic  disposal  of  these  he  referred  to  the 
Amphictyons,  from  an  atFected  regard  to  the 
authority  of  an  assenibly  com^poscd  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  states  of  Greece.     Thev  thun- 
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dered  out  the  severest  decrees  against  this  wretch- 
ed people.      Among  other  things,  it  was  enacted, 
that  they  should  lose  their  seat  in  the  Amphicty- 
onic  council,  and  that  the  do^able  voice  which 
they  had  enjoyed  ni   it,  should  be  transferred  to- 
Philip,  who,  hy  the  same  resolution,  gained  the 
snp-nntendency  of  the  Pythian   games,   which 
the  Corinthians  forteitedby  taking  part  with  the 
Phocians. 

The  Athenians  had  not  been  present  at  Phi- 
lip's election  into  this  council ;  and  probably,  to 
avoid  all  opposition,  he  had  assembled  only  such 
Amphictyons  as  were  devoted  to  his  interest.  He 
thought  it  proper,  however,  to  send  circular  let- 
.  fers  to  the  absent  states,  inviting  them  to  assem- 
ble atDelphos,  and  to  ratify  his  election. 

Athens,  among  others,  received  the  invitation; 
and,  as  Philip's  ambitious  designs  could  be   na 
longer   concealed,   many  were  for  violent  mea- 
sures.    The   proposal   raised   a   ferment   in  the 
assembly ;  which   seems  to  have  breathed  no- 
thing but  indignation  and  apposition.     On  this 
occasion,   Demosthenes  thought  it   his  duty  to 
moderate  their  heat ;  and,  in  the  following  ora- 
tion, endeavours  to  prevent  their  being  betrayed 
in,to  any  rash  and  imprudent  measures. 
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THE  ORATION  ON  THE  PEACE\ 

Arcliia,  Archon. — A.  R.  Philip.  15. — Olympiad.  105.  An.  3. 

Athenians  1 

I  SEE  that  this  debate  must  be  attended  wkh  many 
<lifficuhies  and  great  commotion  ;  not  only  because 
many  of  our  interests  are  already  given  up,  and 
thcreibre  unnecessary  to  be  now  laid  before  yon  ; 

'  I  shall  here  talie  tlie  liberty  to  tiT.nscribe  a  xemark  from  the 
authors  of  the  Universal  History. 

Libanius  and  Photius  had  taken  pains  to  prove  that  the  oration 
to  which  we  refer  above,  ought  not  to  be  ascribed  to  Demostlre- 
nes.     We  might  well  enough  defend  ourselves,  by  alleging,  that 
it  has  been  generally  esteemed  his,  and,  as  such,  has  constantly 
maintained  it*!  place  in  his  works-     This  would  be  sufficient  for 
our  purpose  J  but.  In  truth,  the  argum&ats  on  which  the  opposite 
sentiment  is  built,  are   so   easily  overturned,    that   we  might  be 
justly  blamed  for  neglecting  so  favourable  an  occasion  of  setting 
this  point  in  a  true  li^ht.     Dcmo->thenes,  say  those  who  will  not 
allo'.v  lliis  oration  to  be  his,  charged  yEschines  with  betraying  his 
coimtry,  on  account  of  his  rccommeuding  warmly  a  peace  with 
Philip;  they   cannot   therefore  thick,   that  Demosthenes  would 
run  openly  into  il>o>c  measures  which   he  had  so  lately  and  so 
warmly  decried  j  or  that  he,  who  on  every  other  occasion  singly 
opposed  Philip,  and  ran  all  hazards  to  bring  him  into  odium  with 
the  people,  should  now  be  single  on  the  other  side,  and  attempt 
to  cross  the  disposition  of  the  Athenians,  in  favour  of  peace  and 
Philip.     These  objectors  forget,  that  Demosthenes  was  a  patriot 
as  well  as  an  orator  j  that  he  did  not  pursue  Philip  with  impla- 
cable hatred,  because  he  was  king  of  iNIacedon,  but  because  h& 
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but  because  it  is  impossible  to  agree  on  such  expe- 
dients fs  may  secure  what  yet  remain  ;  but  that  a 
variety  of  clashing  opinions  must  divide  the  assem- 
bly. Then,  to  advise,  is  naturally  a  difficult  and 
distressing  part.  But  you,  Athenians !  have  ren- 
dered it  yet  more  distressing;  for  all  other  people 
naturally  seek  counsel  while  aiTairs  are  yet  depend- 
ing ;  you  deliberate,  when  the  event  hath  made  it 
too  Jate.  Hence  hath  it  happened,  through  the 
whole  course  of  my  observation,  that  the  man  who 
arraigns  your  conduct  is  heard  with  esteem,  and  his 
sentiments  approved ;  yet  have  your  affairs  ever 
miscarried,  and  the  objects  of  your  deliberations  have 
?11  been  lost.  But,  although  this  be  too  true,  still 
I  am  persuaded,  (and  from  this  persuasion  I  arose 


thought  him  both  willing  and  able  to  obstruct  the  designs  of 
Athens,  and  even  to  reduce  her,  from  that  splendid  pre-eminence 
•which  she  now  held  in  Greece,  to  the  ordinary  rank  of  a  state,  in 
name  free,  but  in  trulh  dependent  upon  him  5  t Ins  was  the  motive 
of  Demosthenes's  heat  on  other  occabions  3  and  the  motive  to  his 
coolness  now  was  the  strict  alliance  between  Philip  and  the  other 
Grecian  states,  which  rendered  it  a  thing  impracticable  for  Athens 
to  contend  with  him  and  them  alone.  Eesides,  as  be  rightly  ob- 
serves in  the  harangue,  it  would  have  been  ridiculous  for  those 
vho  refused  to  enter  into  an  equal  war  fur  rich  cities  and  fertile 
provinces,  to  have  rushed  suddenly  into  a  most  unequal  contest 
about  an  empty  title,  or,  as  he  emphatically  expresses  it.  To  tale 
aivay  the  shachiv  of  D elphos from  h'wi  ivJio  ivas  master  of  Dclphos 
itself  We  therefore  acknowledge  this  to  be  the  oration  of  De- 
mosthenes, because  he  was  worthy  of  it. 

It  is  scarcely  worth  while  to  take  notice  of  a  small  mistake  in 
this  remark.  Libanius  does  not  deny  that  Demosthenes  was  the 
autiior  of  this  oration.  He  allows  it  to  have  been  written  by  him, 
but  is  of  opinion  that  he  never  ventured  to  pronounce  it. 
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to  speak)  that  if  you  will  put  an  end  to  tumult  and 
opposition,  and  grant  me  that  attention  which  be- 
comes those  who  are  consultinsj  for  their  country, 
and  upon  so  important  an  occasion;  I  have  some 
points  to  urge,  some  measures  to  pro'^ose,  which 
may  serve  our  present  interests,  and  repair  our  past 
miscarriages. 

Sensible  as  I  am,  Athenians  !  that  to  expatiate 
on  those  counsels  one  hath  formerly  given,  and  to 
speak  of  one's  self,  is  the  most  successful  artifice  of 
those  who  dare  to  practise  such  artifice  j  yet  to  me 
it  is  so  odious,  so  detestable,  that,  although  I  see  it 
necessary,  yet  I  loath  it.  However,  it  will  assist 
your  judgment,  I  presume,  on  this  occasion,  if  you 
recal  to  mind  something  of  what  I  formedy  have 

mentioned. You    may   remember,   that  during 

the  disorders  of  Euboea,  when  certain  persons  per- 
suaded you  to  assist  Plutarchus  %  and  to  undertake 

•  To  assist  Piut.irchus.  riiilij)  hnd  long  ivgarded  Euboea  as 
very  proper,  by  its  situation,  to  favour  the  designs  he  meditated 
against  Greece.  He  therefore  took  pains  to  form  a  party  in  the 
island,  and  fomented  divisions  and  factions  in  the  several  states  of 
which  it  was  comjxjsed.  Plutarch,  the  governor  of  Erctria,  one 
of  the  principal  cities  of  Eubcca,  applied  to  the  Athenians  for 
assistance  against  some  attempts  of  i'hilip,  and  obtained  itj  but 
afterwards  (having  probably  been  gained  over  to  Philip'j  party) 
he  took  up  arms  against  the  very  auxiliaries  he  had  invited.  But 
tliib  perfidy  did  not  disco:icert  Ph<<cioa  who  commanded  therri. 
I  le  g.iined  a  victory  over  the  Macedonians,  and  drove  Plutarch 
out  of  Eretria.  Phocion  was  afterwards  recalled,  and  Molossus, 
fcis  successor  in  this  war;  was  defeated  and  taken  prisoner  by 
Fhilip. 
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an  inglorious  and  expensive  war;  I  was  the  first, 
the  only  one  who  rose  up  to  oppose  it,  and  scarcely 
escaped  their  fury,  who  for  a  trifling  gain  were 
urging  you  to  many  highly  pernicious  measures. 
In  a  httle  time,  when  the  load  of  infamy  had  fallen 
upon  you,  and  that  you  had  suffered  such  treat- 
ment as  no  people  ever  received  from  those  they 
had  assisted ;  you  were  all  made  sensible  of  the 
iniquity  of  your  seducers,  and  the  justness  and  in- 
tegrity of  my  counsels.  Again,  when  I  saw  Neop- 
tolemus  the  player"*  (in  that  full  security  which  his 
profession  gave  him)  involving  the  state  in  the 
greatest  distress,  and,  in  all  his  public  conduct,  de- 
voted to  Philip  :  I  appeared,  and  warned  you  of 
the  danger ;  and  this  from  no  secret  motive,  no 
private  enmity'',  no  officious  baseness,  as  the  event 
itself  discovered.  But  it  is  not  the  defenders  of 
Neoptolemus  that  I  accuse,  (for  he  was  not  depend- 
ing on  a  single  one)  but  you  yourselves :  for,  had 
you  been  spectators  in  the  theatre,  not  engaged  in 
affairs  of  the  highest  and  most  intimate  concern- 
ment to  the  public,  you  could  not  have  heard  him 
with  more  indulgence,  nor  me  with  more  resent- 

"  Keoplaleums  the  pLiycr.  This  Neoptolemus  was  also  a  great 
tragic  poet,  though  the  orator  only  mentions  the  less  liononrahie 
distinction.  Not  that  the  profession  of  a  player  was  held  in  dis- 
esteem  in  Greece.  Players  were  the  favourites  of  princes,  and  were 
raised  to  the  highest  employments  in  the  state.  This  very  man 
was  nominated,  the  year  before,  one  of  the  ten  ambassadors  that 
were  to  conclude  the  peace  with  Philip.  Touk. 

b  No  pr'fvaie  e72mUy,  &c.  Probably,  this  is  a  rf  pctilion  of  the 
very  words  of  Neoptolemus's  party. 
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ment.  And  now  you  all  know,  that  he  who  then 
went  over  to  the  enemy,  pretending  to  collect  some 
debts,  that  he  might  bring  them  hither,  (as  he  said) 
to  enable  him  to  serve  the  state ;  that  he  who  was 
perpetually  inveighing  against  the  cruelty  of  accus- 
ing a  man  for  thus  transferring  his  efFecls  from  that 
country  hither ;  the  moment  that  a  peace  freed  him 
from  all  apprehensions,  converted  that  estate''  into 
money,  which  he  acquired  here,  and  brought  it  ofF 
with  him  to  Philip. 

These  two  instances,  which  I  have  produced, 
shew  with  what  fidelity  and  truth  I  spoke  on  those 
occasions.  I  shall  mention  one,  and  but  one  more, 
and  then  proceed  to  the  point  nt)w  to  be  debated. 
When  we  had  received  the  solemn  ratification  of 
the  treaty,  and  that  the  embassy  returned  home  ; 
when  certain  persons  assured  you,  that  Thcspia  and 
Platasa  were  to  be  repeopled '' ;  that^  if  Philip  be- 

'  That  estate.  The  text  has  it,  ^7\v.y  (^xvscy.v.  The  Athenians 
distinguished  two  sorts  of  goods  or  estates,  api-arent,  by  which 
they  understood  lands;  and  7iot  uf parent,  that  is,  jjioney,  sla'uesy 
moi-cahlcs,  &c. 

'^  That  Thcspia  and  VJatcea  Tverc  to  he  rcpeoplcd.  Thespia  had 
been  razed  by  the  Thebans,  under  Epaminondas.  Plataea  had 
been  twice  destroyed  by  them ;  once,  when  Archidamus,  king  of 
Sparta,  obliged  the  Platasans  to  surrender  at  discretion,  in  the 
firth  year  of  the  Peloponnesian  war.  The  Thebans  who  \yeie 
then  joined  with  Lacedemon,  insisted,  that  they  should  be  exter- 
minated. The  treaty  of  Antalcidas  restored  them  ;  but  this  did 
not  last  long  ;  for,  three  years  before  the  battle  of  Leuctra,  the 
Tlit-bans  reduced  them  to  their  former  wretched  state,  because 
they  refused  to  joia  with  them  against  the  Lacedemonians. 

To  UK, 
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came  master  of  the  Phocians,  he  would  spare  tliem, 
that  Thebes  was  to  submit  to  his  regulation^ ;  that 
Oropus''  was  to  be  ours ;  that  Euhoea  should  be 
given  up'^  to  us,  a;3  an  equivalent  for  Amphipolis ;. 
with  other  sueh  insidious  promises,  whieh,  in  spite 
of  interest,  of  justice,  and  of  honour,  drove  you  to 
abandon  Phocis ;  I  never  attempted  to  deeeive  you, 
I  was  not  silent ;  no,  you  must  remember  I  de- 
clared that  I  knew  of  none,  that  1  expected  none 
of  these  things ;  but  thought  that  whoever  men- 
tioned them  could  scarcely  be  serious. 

And  these  instances  of  my  superior  foresight  I  do 
by  no  means  ascribe  to  any  extraordinary  penetra- 
tion ;  I  speak  it  not  from  boasting  or  arrogance; 

a  That  Thebes  ix'as  to  submit  to  Ms  regulation.  In  the  Greek  it 
is  Zi<jiy:.ziv  adm'in'istraturum.  Philip  made  use  of  this  soft  expres- 
sion, to  persuade  the  Athenians  that  he  wou'd  reduce  the  The- 
bans  to  reason,  and  put  it  out  of  ihrir  power  to  undertake  any 
act  of  outrage  or  injustice  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  avoid  alarm- 
ing the  Thebans,  or  alienating  them  from  his  party.  Wolfius 
thinks,  tl.at  ^lojy.ery  is  put  for  6i0iM^B"v,  and  translates  it  dissipatU' 
rum,  that  he  ujouhl  cxtcrrnhiatc  the  Thehans.  But  I  cannot  think 
that  he  wculd  have  expressed  himself  in  a  manner  so  harsh,  and 
60  likely  to  make  the  Thebans  his  enemies.  Tour. 

b  Thai  Oropus,  &c.  This  city  had  been  taken  from  the  Athe- 
nians, the  third  year  c^  the  103d  Olympiad,  by  Themison,  tha 
tyrant  of  Erctria,  and  afterwards  put  into  the  hands  of  the  The- 
bans. Tlieir  mutual  preteusions  to  this  city  had  oftentimes  em- 
broiled these  two  states.  Tour. 

*=  Eulcea  shouJd  he  gk>e?i  tip,  Szc.  For  he  had  by  this  time 
gained  a  great  authority  in  that  island,  and  stationed  his  garri- 
sons in  most  of  its  cities. 
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nor  do  I  pretend  to  any  superiority  but  what  arises 
from  these  two  causes :  The  first  is  fortune,  which 
I  find  more  powerful  than  all  the  policy  and  wis- 
dom of  man ;  the  other,  that  perfect  disinterested- 
ness with  which  my  judgments  are  ever  formed  :  so 
that  no  mm  can  hold  out  any  advantage  to  my 
view,  to  influence  my  public  conduct.  Hence  it  is, 
that,  on  all  occasions  of  debate,  your  true  interest 
strikes  my  eye  directly.  But  when  a  bribe  is,  as  it 
were,  cast  into  one  scale,  it  then  preponderates,  and 
forces  down  the  judgment  with  it ;  so  that  it  is  not 
possible  that  a  person,  thus  influenced,  can  ever 
offer  good  and  salutary  counsel. 

And  now,  to  give  my  sentiments  on  thepresent 
occasion  : — Whether  subsidies,  or  aliiances,or  what- 
ever schem.es  are  concerting  for  the  public  good, 
one  point  must  be  secured  ;  the  continuance  of  the 
present  peace.  Not  that  it  is  so  very  excellent,  or  so 
worthy  of  you  :  but,  of  what  kind  soever  it  may  be, 
it  were  more  for  the  interest  of  your  afiairs  that  it 
had  never  been  concluded,  than  that  now,  when  it 
is  concluded,  you  should  infringe  it ;  for  we  have 
suffered  ourselves  to  be  deprived  of  many  advan- 
tages, which  would  have  given  our  arms  much 
more  security  and  strength. 

In  the  next  place,  Vv'e  must  be  careful  not  to 
drive  those  to  extremities,  who  are  now  assembled, 
and  call  themselves  the  council  of  Amphictyons ; 
nor  to  afford  them  a  pretence  for  a  general  war 
against  us.     Were  we  again  engaged  with  Philip 
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for  Amphipolls,  or  any  such  private  matter  of  dis- 
pute, in  which  neither  Thessahans,  nor  Argians, 
nor  Thebans,  were  concerned  ;  in  my  opinion,  none 
of  these  would  join  against  us;  and,  least  of  all, 

let  me  be  heard  out  without  interruption, 

the  Thebans:  not  that  they  wish  well  to  us,  or 
would  not  willingly  recommend  themselves  to  Phi- 
lip ;  but  they  are  perfectly  sensible  (however  mean 
their  understandings  may  be  thought),  that,  were 
they  to  engage  in  a  war  with  you,  the  evils  would 
all  fall  on  them";  the  advantages  others  would  lie 
ready  to  intercept.  They  would  therefore  never  be 
betrayed  into  such  a  quarrel,  unless  the  cause  were 
general.  In  like  manner,  another  war  with  the 
Thebans  for  Oropus,  or  any  such  private  cause, 
could  not,  I  think,  distress  us :  for  there  are  those 
who  would  join  either  with  us  or  them,  to  repel  an 
invasion,  but,  in  offensive  measures,  would  concur 
with  neither.  This  is  the  true  nature,  the  very  spi- 
rit of  alliances.  There  are  none  so  much  attached 
to  us  or  Thebes,  as  to  desire  that  we  should  main- 
tain our  own  power  and  triumph  over  our  compe- 
titor. To  be  secure,  they  would  all  wish  us  for 
their  own  sakes,  but  that  either  of  us  should  reduce 
the  other  to  subjection,  and  so  be  enabled  to  give 
law  to  them,  not  one  would  bear. 

Where  then  lies  the  danger?  What  are  you  to 

*  The  ci'ih  ivouhl  all  fall  on  than,  &c.  Sparta  only  waited  for 
this  rupture,  to  assert  its  power  once  more.  And  from  Philip's 
former  conduct  it  appeared  very  plainly,  that  he  knew  how  to 
mvail  himself  of  such  a  quarrel. 
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guard  against  ?  that  general  pretence  for  uniting 
against  us,  which  the  war  now  in  agitation  may- 
afford  the  states.  For,  if  the  Argians\  and  the 
Messenians,  and  the  Megalopolitans,  and  such  other 
of  the  Peloponnesians  as  are  in  the  same  interest, 
should  make  it  a  cause  of  quarrel,  that  we  have 
soucrht  a  treaty  with  the  Lacedemonians,  and  secin 
to  have  favoured  their  designs'":  if  the  Th'/bans, 
incensed  as  they  are  said  to  be  at  present,  should 
become  yet  more  incensed  at  our  harbo.n'ing  their 
exiles^  and  taking  every  occasion  of  declaring  our- 
selves implacably  averse  to  them  ;  if  the  Thtssafi- 
ans  should  resent  our  reception  of  the  fugitive  Pho- 
cians,  and  Philip  our  opposing  his  admission  into 
the  council  of  Amphictyons ;  I  fear,  that,  to  re- 

a  For  if  the  Argtans,  &c.  When  the  Spartan  power  was  broken 
by  Thebes,  these  people,  who  had  been  dependent  on  Sparta, 
asserted  their  freedom.  This  occasioned  some  contests  which 
still  subsisted,  and  in  which  the  Spartans  were  favoured  by- 
Athens.  TOUKREII.. 

^  To  Jhii'e  fat'oiired  thctr  designs.  See.  Tlie  designs  of  the  Lace- 
demonians, of  reducing  these  people  to  their  former  subjection. — 
Tourreil  translates  iy-OiystrHi,  "  to  approve."  Suidas  renders  it 
stronger,  "  to  forward,  to  promote,"  ay^iyj^Ht,  "  significat  ali- 
"  quid  ab  altero  accipere,  quod  ipse  deinde  tractandum  suscipias." 
Wolfius  applies  irMfOts  to  tl^e  Argians,  &c.  and  translates  llic 
passage  thus,  "  propter  acta  quncdani  sua  impedita."  But  I  have 
chosen  the  other  interpretation  as  the  most  natural 

c  ^it  our  ?iarl'ouring  thar  exiles.  Many  of  the  cities  of  Boeotiii 
favoured  the  Phocians  in  the  sacred  war.  But,  when  this  war  was 
ended,  and  the  Thebans  became  masters  of  these  cities,  tiiey 
tieited  the  inhabitants  with  great  cruelty,  and  obliged  them  to 
lake  shelter  at  Atheni. 
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venge  these  private  quarrels,  they  may  use  the  au- 
thority of  this  council,  to  give  sanction  to  a  general 
war  against  us  ;  and,  in  the  violence  of  resentment, 
forget  even  their  own  interest,  as  it  happened  in  the 
Phocian  war.  You  are  not  ignorant  that  the  T he- 
bans  and  Philip,  and  the  Thessalians,  although  they 
had  by  no  means  the  same  views,  have  yet  all  con- 
curred in  the  same  scheme  of  conduct.  The  The- 
bans,  for  instance,  were  not  able  to  hinder  Philip 
from  passing,  and  becoming  master  of  Thermopyla?, 
nor  from  coming  in,  after  all  their  toils,  and  depriv- 
ing them  of  the  glory  ;  (for,  as  to  possessions  %  and 
the  acquisition  of  territories,  the  Thebans  have 
succeeded  happily;  but,  in  point  of  honour  and 
reputation,  they  have  suffered  most  shamefully). 
If  Philip  did  not  pass,  they  were  to  expect  nothing: 
it  was  highly  disagreeable  to  them  ;  yet,  for  the  sake 
of  Orchomenus  and  Coronea'',  which  they  greatly 
desired,  but  were  not  able  to  take,  they  chose  to 
endure  all  this.  And  yet  there  are  persons  who 
dare  to  assert,  that  Piiilip  did  not  surrender  these 
cities  to  the  Thebans  freely,  but  was  compelled. 
Away  with  such  pretences  !  I  am  satisfied  that  this 
was  equally  his  concern  with  the  gaining  the 
Streights^  th©^  g^o^T  of  the  war,  the  honour  of  de- 
ciding ity  and  the  direction  of  the  Pythian  games  ; 
and  these  were  the  greatest  objects  of  his  most  ear- 
nest wishes.     As  to  the  Thessalians,  they  neither 

^  As  to  possessions,  kc.  All  Phocis  was  given  up  to  them  im- 
mediately after  the  war. 

^  Orchomenus  and  Coronea,  &c.  The  Phocians  bad  taken  these 
two  cities  from  them  the  year  before. 
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desired  to  see  the  Thcbans  aggrandized,  nor  Pliilip  j 
(for  in  their  power  they  saw  danger  to  themselves;) 
but  two  things  they  greatly  desired,  a  seat  in  the 
council^  of  Amphietvons,  and  ihc  wealth  of  Dcl- 
phos  ;  and  thence  were  they  induced  to  join  in  the 
confederacy.  Thus  you  may  observe,  that  private 
interest  oftentimes  engages  men  in  measures  quite 
opposite  to  their  inchnations.  And.  therelorc,  it  is 
your  part  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  caution. 

"  What  then  ?"  saith  some  one,  "  shall  these  ap- 
*'  prehensions  make  us  yield  to  his  demands  ?  is  this 
*'  your  motion  r"  Not  at  all  !  I  only  mean  to  shew 
you,  how  you  may  maintain  your  dignity,  avoid  a 
war,  and  approve  your  moderation  and  justice  to 
the  world.  As  to  those  violent  men  who  think  we 
should  brave  all  dancers  nor  foresee  the  diiliculties 
attending  upon  arms,  [wish  them  to  consider  this. 
We  allow  the  Thebans  to  possess  Oropus :  were 
we  asked  the  moti\  e  ;  we  should  answer,  To  avoid 
a  war.  In  like  manner,  by  the  present  treaty,  wc 
yield  Amphipolis  to  Philip:  we  suffer  the  Cardians 
to  be  distinguished  ^  from  the  other  inhabitants  of 
the  Chcrsoncsus  ;  the  king  of  Caria"  to  possess  Chios, 

^  A  seat  in  the  council,  2<c.  Or  which  they  luid  been  deprived 
by  the  Phocians  making  themselves  masters  ot'  Dilpho-;,  where 
this  council  assembled. 

^  Jfl  sujjlr  the  Cardians  to  he  Jisti?ignisheJ,  Scc.  This  is  ex- 
plained in  the  introduction  to  the  oration  on  the  stale  of  the 
Chcrsonesus. 

'  The  ling  ofCaria.  jVIansolus,  king  of  that  country,  had  as* 
sistcd  these  islands  a^^i'^^t  Athens,  in  the  social  war  j  and  when. 
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and  Cos,  and  Rhodes  ;  and  the  Byzantines  ^  to  cruize 
for  prizes  ;  and  this,  because  we  think  that  peace 
and  tranquillity  will  produce  more  advantages  than 
violence  and  contests  about  these  points.  And,  if 
thus  directed  in  our  conduct  towards  each  particu- 
lar state,  and  where  our  interest  is  highly  and  inti- 
mately concerned,  it  would  be  perfect  weakness  and 
absurdity  to  provoke  the  resentment  of  them  all  for 
a  shadow  ^. 

at  the  conclusion  of  this  war,  the  Athenians  were  obliged  to  de- 
clare them  free  and  independent,  their  ally  made  himself  master 
of  them.  Upon  the  death  of  Mausolus,  his  wife,  Artemisia, 
maintained  his  dominion  in  these  new-conquered  islands.  She 
survived  her  husband  but  two  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  her 
brother  Hidrleas,  who  reigned  in  Caria  at  the  time  tliat  this  ora- 
tion was  pronounced.  '  Tour. 

a  ylrid  the  Byzantines,  &rc.  These  people  had  also  revolted  from 
the  Athenians,  and  joined  with  the  islanders  in  the  social  war  : — 
How  far,  or  on  what  pretence,  they  were  suffered  to  commit  those 
outrages  upon  the  seas,  does  not  appear.  Tour. 

^  For  a  shadotv.  In  the  Greek,  Yiifi  t-^S  gv  AsXfOii  a-Moi!5,for 
a  shadoiv  in  DelpJios.  That  is,  for  an  empty  title  of  Amphictyon, 
or  of  a  protector  of  the  temple  of  Delphos. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THE  Greeks  thought  it  proper  to  confirm,  or 
at  least  not  to  oppose  Phlhp's  admission  into  the 
council  of  Amphlctyons,  where  lie  immediately 
assumed  a  despotic  power.  In  every  enterprise 
he  armed  himself  with  one  of  their  decrees,  and, 
under  pretence  of  executing  them,  made  a  merit 
of  oppressing  several  states  of  Greece. 

The  Thcbans  opened   him   an  entrance  into 
Peloponnesus,  svhere,  from   their  inveterate  ha- 
tred to  the  Lacedemonians,  they  were  constantly 
fomenting   divisions.      They   solicited  Philip  to 
join  with  them,  the  Messenlans,  and  the  Arglans, 
to    reduce    the   power   ot   Lacedemon,    which, 
without  any  right  but  that  of  the  strongest,  had 
erected  itself  into   a   kind  of  sovercigiity  to  the 
prejudice  of   the    neighbouring    states.      Philip 
wlllinLrlv  listened  to  an  overture,  which  aL^reed 
so  well  with  his  own  views.     He  proposed,   or 
rather  dictated   a   decree    to  the  Amphictj'ons, 
that  the  Lacedem.onians  should  suiter  Ariros  and 
Messcne  to  enjoy  an  absolute  independence  ;  and 
under  the  pretence  of  supporting  their  authority, 
at  the  same  time  marched  a  great  body  of  forces 
towards  those  parts. 
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The  Lacedemonians,  justly  alarmed^,  applied 
to  Athens  for  succour  ;  and  strongly  urged  by 
their  ambassadors,  the  conclusion  of  a  league 
which  was  necessary  for  their  common  safety. 
All  the  powers,  interested  in  crossing  this 
league,  used  their  utmost  diligence  to  that 
end.  Philip,  by  his  ministers,  represented  to 
the  Athenians,  that  they  could  not  with  jus- 
tice declare  against  him  :  and  that,  if  he  had 
not  come  to  a  rupture  with  the  Thebans,  he  had 
in  this  done  nothins;  contrary  to  his  treaty  w^ith 
Athens.  And  this  indeed  was  true,  with  re- 
spect to  the  public  articles  of  the  peace  ;  what- 
ever private  assurances  he  might  have  given  their 
ambassadors.  The  representatives  of  Thebes, 
Argos,  and  Messene,  pressed  the  Athenians  on 
their  part,  and  reproached  them  with  having 
already  too  much  favoured  the  Lacedemonians, 
those  enemies  of  Thebes,  and  tyrants  of  Pelo- 
ponnesus. The  strength  of  those  remonstrances 
somewhat  staggered  the  Athenians.  They  were 
unwilling  to  break  with  Philip,  and  then,  on  the 
other  hand,  could  not  but  see  danger  to  them- 
selves in  the  ruin  of  Lacedemon.  They  were 
therefore  in  doubt  what  answer  to  give  to  the 
Lacedernonian  ambassadors  :  on  which  occasion 
Demosthenes  pronounced  the  following  oration^ 
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Athenians  ! 

When  the  hostile  attempts  of  Philip,  and  those 
outrageous  violations  of  the  peace,  which  he  is  per- 
petually committing,  are  at  any  time  the  subject  of 
our  debates  ;  the  speeches  on  your  side  I  find  hu- 
mane and  just'' ;  and  that  the  sentiments  of  those 

^  Hutncme  and  just.  An  opposition  to  the  growing  power  of 
Macedon,  the  orator  ever  affects  to  consider  as  the  cause  of  hbertv, 
of  justice,  and  of  Greece.  The  interest  of  the  nation,  that  is,  of 
the  whole  assemblage  of  the  Grecian  states,  was,  professedly,  the 
fir>t  great  object  of  regard  to  every  member  of  every  commui  ity. 
1  his  was  their  most  extensive  affection.  The  di?;tinction  of  Greek 
and  Barbarian  precluded  the  rest  of  mankind  from  a  just  share  in 
their  philanthropy.  At  least,  it  was  not  generally  considered  as  a 
duty,  to  extend  their  benevolence  farther  than  the  boundaries  of 
their  nation.  These  included  all  that  were  really  considered  of  the 
same  kind.  And  hence  it  is,  as  I  conceive,  that  the  love  of  their 
countrymen  was  called,  by  the  most  extensive  term,  the  love  of 
mankind.  The  word,  therefore,  in  the  original,  ((piAavJcwry,') 
which  is  rendered  humane,  the  translator  understood  as  expressive 
of  a  regard  to  the  general  welfire  of  Greece.  Nor  was  it  owino- 
to  any  design  of  concealing  his  ignorance,  that  this  explanation 
was  not  originally  allowed  a  place  in  the  notes  on  this  oration. 
What  is,  or  is  imagined  to  be  clear  to  us,  we  are  apt  to  flatter 
ourselves,  must,  at  first  glance,  appear  to  others  exactly  in  the 
same  light.  Just  as  we  sometimes  suppose  that  the  difficulty  we 
ourselves  cannot  conquer,  is,  in  its'elf,  absolutely  insuperable. 

1  3 


lis  DEMOSTHENES'  Orat.TL 

who  inveigh  against  Philip  never  fail  of  approba- 
tion :  but  as  to  the  necessary  measures,  to  speak  out 
plainly,  not  one  hath  been  pursued,  nor  any  thing 
effected  even  to  reward  the  attention  to  these 
harangues.  Nay,  to  such  circumstances  is  our  state 
reduced,  that  the  more  fully  and  evidently  a  man 
proves  that  Philip  is  acting  contrary  to  his  treaty, 
and  harbouring  designs  against  Greece,  the  greater 
is  his  difficulty  in  pointing  out  your  duty. 

The  reason  is  this.  They  who  aspire  to  an  ex- 
travagant degree  of  power,  are  to  be  opposed  by 
force  and  action,  not  by  speeches ;  and  yet,  in  the 
first  place,  v,'e  public  speakers  arc  unwilling  to  re- 
commend or  to  propose  any  thing  to  this  purpose, 
from  the  fear  of  your  displeasure^  but  confine  our- 
selves to  general  representations  of  the  grievous,  of 
the  outrageous  nature  of  his  conduct,  and  the  like. 
Then,  you  who  attend,  arc  better  qualified  than 
Philip,  either  to  plead  the  justice  of  your  cause,  or 
to  apprehend  it,  when  enforced  by  others:  but,  as 
to  any  effectual  opposition  to  his  present  designs, 
in  this,  you  are  entirely  inariive.  You  see  then  the 
consequence,  the  necessary,  the  natural  consequence; 
each  of  you  excels  in  that  which  hath  engaged  yotir 
time  and  application  ;  he,  in  acting;  you,  in  speak- 
ing. And  if,  on  this  occasion,  it  be  sufficient  that 
we  speak  with  a  superior  force  of  truth  and  justice, 
this  may  be  done  with  the  utmost  ease;  but  if  we 
arc  to  consider  how  to  rectify  our  present  disorders, 
bow  to  guard  against  the  danger  of  plunging  mad- 
vcrfenJy  into  stiii  g: eater 3  against  the  progress  cf 
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a  power  which  mny  at  last  bear  down  all  opposi- 
tion ;  then  must  our  debates  proceed  in  a  diiiercnt 
manner;  and  all  they  who  speak,  and  ail  you  who 
attend,  must  prefer  the  best  and  most  salutary  mea- 
sures to  the  easiest  and  most  agreeable. 

First,  then,  Athenians  !  if  there  be  a  mnn  w4io 
feels  no  apprehensions  at  the  view  of  Philip's  power, 
and  the  extent  of  his  conquests;  who  imagines  that 
these  portend  no  danger  to  the  state,  or  that  his  de- 
signs are  not  all  aimed  against  you  ;  I  am  amazed  1 
and  must  intreat  the  attention  of  vou  all,  while  I 
explain  those  reasons  briefly,  which  induce  me  to 
entertain  different  expectations,  and  to  regard  Phi- 
lip as  our  real  enemy;  that  if  I  appear  to  have 
looked  forward  with  the  more  penetrating  eye,  you 
may  join  with  me  ;  if  they,  who  are  thus  secure 
and  confident  in  this  man,  you  may  yield  to  their 
direction. 

In  the  first  place,  thcretbre,  I  consider  the  acqui- 
sition made  by  Philip  when  the  peace  was  just  con- 
eluded  :  ThermopyliE,  and  the  command  of  Phocis. 

What  use  did  he  make  of  these  ? He  chose  to 

serve  the  interest  of  Thebes,  not  that  of  Athens. 
And  w^hy  ?  As  ambition  is  his  great  passion,  uni- 
versal empire  the  sole  object  of  his  views,  not  peace, 
not  tranquillity,  not  any  just  purpose  :  he  knew  this 
well,  that  neither  our  constitution  nor  our  principles 
would  admit  him  to  prevail  upon  you,  (by  any 
thing  he  could  promise,  by  any  thing  he  could  do) 
to  sacridce  one  state  of  Greece  to  your  private  in- 

I  4- 
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terest ;  but  .that,  as  you  have  tbe  d  je  regard  to  jus- 
tice, as  you  have  an  abhorrence  of  the  least  stain 
upon  your  honour,  and  as  you  have  that  quick  dis- 
cernment Vv^iich  nothing  can  escape ;  the  moment 
his  attempt  was  made,  you  would  oppose  him  with 
the  same  vigour  as  if  you  yourselves  had  been  im- 
med-ately  attacked.  The  Thebans,  he  supposed, 
(and  the  event  confirmed  his  opinion)  would,  for 
the  sake  of  any  private  advantage,  suffer  him  to  act 
towards  others  as  he  pleased ;  and  far  from  oppos- 
ing or  impeding  his  designs,  would  be  ready  at  his 
command  to  fight  upon  his  side.  From  the  same 
persuasion  he  now  heaps  his  favours  upon  the  Mes- 
.^enians  and  Argians.  And  this  reflects  the  greatest 
lustre  upon  you,  my  countrymen  !  for  by  these  pro- 
ceedings you  are  declared  the  only  invariable  as- 
sertors  of  the  rights  of  Greece ;  tlie  only  persons, 
whom  no  private  attachment,  no  views  of  interest, 
can  seduce  from  their  affection  to  the  Greeks. 

And  that  it  is  with  reason  he  entertains  these 
sentiments  of  you,  and  sentiments  so  different  of 
the  Thebans  and  the  Argians  ;  he  may  be  con- 
vinced, not  from  the  present  only,  but  from  a  re- 
view of  former  times.  For  he  must  have  been  in- 
formed, I  presume,  he  cannot  but  have  heard,  that 
your  ancestors,  when,  by  submitting  to  the  King, 
they  might  have  purchased  the  sovereignty  of 
Greece,  not  only  scorned  to  listen,  when  Alexander  % 

*  IT'^/icn  Alexander,  &c.  T'le  reader  may  find  the  history  here 
alluded  to  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  bocks  of  Herodotus.  The  ex- 
pressions in  the  origin?!  are  iis  contemptuous  as  possible,  o  tatH't 
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this  man's  ancestor,  was  made  the  messenger  of  such 
terms,  but  chose  to  abandon  their  city,  encountered 
every  possible  difficulty,  and,  after  all  this,  per- 
formed such  exploits,  as  men  are  ever  eager  to  re- 
cite, yet  with  the  just  force  and  dignity  no  man 
ever  could  express  ;  and  therefore  it  becomes  me  to 
be  silent  on  this  subject;  for  in  icality  their  ac- 
tions are  superior  to  the  power  of  words.  As  to 
the  ancestors  of  the  Thebans  and  the  Argians,  the 
one,  he  knows,  fought  for  the  Barbarian  ;  the  others 
did  not  oppose   him  \     He  knew   then,  that  both 

or  as  some  editions  have  it,  o  rstxv  cc'/ovo^,  the  ancestor  of  t/iese 
ivretihcs  the  ^lacedoniuvs ;  and  then,  not  Il^a<rj3cvs,  am/jassaJor, 
but  KHPTH,  herald  or  crier,  the  shtve  or  7ne7i'ial  officer  of  his  master 
Mardoniia.  Ai-cc  Ic  titrc  d'  avibassadeur  (as  Tourreil  translates 
it)  suggests  the  honourable  idea  which  Demosthenes  takes  such 
pains  to  keep  out  ot  view. 

a  The  one,  he  knvws,  fought  for  the  Barharian  ;  the  others  did 
not  ofypose  him.  The  readiness  w  ith  which  the  Thebans  granted 
earth  and  water,  the  tokens  of  submission  to  the  Persian,  the  regret 
with  which  they  joined  Leonidas  at  Thermopylc,  their  joining 
openly  with  Xerxes,  when  Ijjs  arms  had  th.c  appearance  of  suc- 
cess, and  othtr  circumstances,  confirmed  by  tlie  united  testimony 
of  historians,  ajl  warrant  tl:e  assertion  of  Dfmoslhcnes.  The 
Argians  were  engaged  to  a  neutrality,  by  an  artifice  of  the  Per- 
sians, who  pretended  to  derive  their  descetit  from  Per^ieus,  the 
son  of  Acrisius,  one  of  the  kini^s  of  Argos.  This  pretencf^,  how 
gross  soever,  was  sufficient  for  a  people  who  chose  to  be  deceived  : 
and  would  not  reflect  that  this  n)onarchy  had  not  che  title  of  Per- 
sian, till  the  reign  of  Cyrus.  Th.ir  infidelity  to  the  cause  of 
Greece  they  concealed  under  the  veil  of  ambition;  for  they  pro- 
fessed themselves  ready  to  concur  in  the  common  defence,  pro- 
vided that  they  were  admitted  to  an  equal  share  of  the  conimand 
with  Lacedemon  :   which  proposal  was  rejected,  as  tliey  desired. 

Toi/R. 
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these  people  would  attend  but  to  their  private  inte- 
rest. Without  the  least  regard  to  the  common  cause 
of  Greece;  should  he  choose  you  for  alhts,  you 
would  serve  him  so  far   only  as  justice  would  per- 
mit ;  but,  if  he  attached  himself  to  them,  he  gained 
assistants  in  all  the  schemes  of  his  ambition.     This 
it  is  that  then  determined  him,  this  it  is  that  now 
determines  him  to  their  side  rather  than  to  yours : 
not  that  he  sees  they  have  a  greater  naval  force* 
than  we  ;  or  that,  having  gained  the  sovereignty 
in  the  inland  countries,  he  declines  the  command 
of  the  seas,   and  the  advantages  of  commerce;  or 
that  he  hath   forgotten  those  pretences,  those  pro- 
iTiises  which  obtained  him  the  peace. 

But  I  may  be  told,  "  it  is  true,  he  did  act  thus; 
*'  but  not  from  ambition,  or  from  any  of  those  mo- 
"  tives  of  which  I  accuse  him  ;  but  as  he  thought 
*'  the  cause  of  Thebes  more  just  than  ours  ^" — This 

»  A  greater  72ai>al  force,  &ic.  Athens,  as  a  maritime  power, 
was  superior  to  all  the  other  Greeks.  At  the  battle  of  S?lamis,  of 
the  three  hundred  vessels  which  composed  the  Grecian  fleet,  two 
hundred  were  Athenian,  Three  hundred  ship,-  sailed  from  the 
port  of  Athens  upon  the  expedition  to  Sicily^  and  their  fleet  was 
afterwards  increased  to  four  hundred.  Touk. 

**  T/ie  cause  nf  Thehcs  more  just  than,  &c.  The  union  of  Phi- 
lip with  the  Thehans  had  a  very  plausible  colour;  that  of  espous- 
ing the  cause  of  Apollo,  and  punishing  the  sacrilegious  profaners 
of  his  temple.  It  was  not  convenient  to  display  this  at  large,  and 
therefore  he  cuts  it  short  by  one  vague  expression.  For  the  art  of 
an  orator  appears  no  less  in  suppressing  such  things  as  may  prove 
unfavourable  to  his  design,  than  indwelling  on  those  points  whicK 
may  assist  it.  Tour. 
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of  all  pretences  he  cannot  now  allege.     Can  he, 
who  commands  the   Lacedemonians*  to  quit  their 
claim  to  Mcssene,   pretend  that,  in  giving  up  Or- 
chomenus  and  Coronea  to  the  Thebans,  he  acted 
from  regard  to   justice?  But  now  conies  his  last 
subterfuge.      He  was  compelled  :  and  yielded  these 
places,  quite  against  his  inclinations,  being  encom- 
passed by  theThessalian  horse  and  Theban  infantry. 
Fine  pretence  ! Just  so,  tliey  cry,  he  is  to  en- 
tertain suspicions  of  the  Thebans:  and  some  spread 
rumours  of  their  own  framing,  that  he  is  to  fortify 
Elatea^     Yes  !  these  things  are  yet  to  be,  and  so 
will  they  remain,  in  my  opinion  ;  but  his  attack  on 
Lacedemon,  in  conjunction  with   the  1  hcbans  and 
Argians,  is  not  yet  to  be  made.     No  ;  he  is  actu- 
ally detaching   forces  ;    supplying  money  ;  and  is 
himself  expected  at  the  head  of  a  formidable  army. 
The    Lacedemonians,    therefore,    the    enemies    of 
Thebes,  he  now  infests.     And  will  he  then  restore 
the  Phocians,  whom  he  hath  but  just  now  ruined  ? 
Who  can  believe  this  ?     I,  foi'  rny  part,  can  never 
think,  if  Philip  had  been  forced   into  those   former 
measures,  or  if  he  had  now  abandoned  the  Thebans 

*  Can  he,  luho  coifimands  the  LaceJemoniam,  &c.  Because  the 
pretensions  of  each  were  of  the  same  nature.  Lacedemon  assumed 
the  supreme  power  in  Peloponnesus.  Thebes  afl'ccicd  the  Uke 
power  in  Boeotia, 

b  To  fortify  Elatea.  This  was  the  most  considerable  city  in 
Phocis ;  and^  by  its  situation,  very  well  fitted  to  keep  the  The- 
bans in  awe.  So  that  some  years  after,  when  Philip  perceivc'l 
that  the  Thebans  were  growing  cool  to  him,  his  first  step  was  t« 
take  possession  of  Elatea.  Toub.  - 
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that  he  would  make  this  continued  opposition  to 
"iheir  enemies.  No  !  his  present  measures  prove  that 
all  his  past  conduct  was  the  effect  of  choice  ;  and 
from  all  his  actions  it  appears,  that  all  his  actions 
are  directly  levelled  against  this  state.  And  there 
is  in  some  sort  a  necessity  for  this.  Consider,  he 
aims  at  empire,  and  from  you  alone  he  expects  op- 
position. He  hath  long  loaded  us  with  injuries  ; 
and  of  this  he  himself  is  most  intimately  conscious  : 
for  those  of  our  possessions  which  he  hath  reduced 
to  his  service,  he  uses  as  a  barrier  to  his  other  terri- 
tories: so  that,  if  he  should  give  up  Amphipolis 
and  Potidsea,  he  would  not  think  himself  secure 
even  in  Macedon.  He  is  therefore  sensible,  that  he 
entertains  designs  against  you,  and  that  you  per- 
ceive them.  Then,  as  he  thinks  highly  of  your 
wisdom,  he  concludes  that  you  must  hold  him  in 
that  abhorrence  which  he  merits :  hence  is  he 
alarmed  :  expecting  to  feel  some  effects  of  your  re- 
sentment, (if  you  have  any  favourable  opportunity) 
imless  he  prevents  you  by  his  attack.  Hence  is  his 
vigilance  awakened :  his  arm  raised  against  the 
state  :  he  courts  some  of  the  Thebans,  and  such  of 
the  Peloponnesians  as  have  the  same  views  with 
him  ;  whom  he  deems  too  mercenary  to  regard  any 
thing  but  present  interest,  and  too  perversely  stupid 
to  foresee  any  consequences.  And  yet  persons  of 
but  moderate  discernment  may  have  some  manifest 
examples  to  alarm  them,  which  1  tiad  occasion  to  * 

*  JVIi'ich  I  had  occasion  io,  &c.     When  Philip  first  began  to  in- 
terest himself  in  the  disputes  between  Uiese  slates  and  Lacedcmon, 
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mention  to  the  Messenians,  and  to  the   Argians. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  proper  to  repeat  them  here. 

*'  Messeicians  !"  said  I,  "  how  highly  (think  ye) 
"  would  the  Olynthians  have  been  otfendcd,  if  any 
"  man  had  spoken  against  Philip  at  that  time,  when 
*'  he  gave  them  up  Anthemus%  a  city  which  the 
'^  former  kings  of  Macedon  had  ever  claimed? 
<'  when  he  drove  out  the  Athenian  colony,  and  gave 
"  tliem  Poiidaea  r  when  he  took  all  our  resentment 
*'  on  himself,  and  left  them  to  enjoy  our  domini- 
ons ?  Did  they  expect  to  have  suffered  thus  ? 
had  it  been  foretold,  would  they  have  beheved 
it  ?  you  cannot  tlunk  it !  Yet,  after  a  short  en- 
joyment of  the  territories  of  others,  they  have 
been  for  ever  despoiled  of  their  own  by  this  man. 
Inglorious  has  been  their  fall,  not  conquered  only, 
bui  betrayed  and  sold  by  one  another.  For  those 
intimate  correspondtnccs  with  t3Tants  ever  por- 
tend mischief  to  free  states.  Turn  your  eyes, 
"  (said  Ij  to  the  Tlicssalians)  think  ye,  that  when 
he  first  expelled  their  tyrants,  when  he  then  gave 


a 
a 

a 

(C 

a 

li 


(I 


the  Athenians  sent  an  embassy  to  endeavour  to  weaken  hU  inte- 
rest in  Peloponnesus,  and  to  dissuade  the  Messenians  and  Argianj 
from  acc>:ptiag  o(  his  intcrnosiliun.  On  this  occasion  it  was, 
that  Demosthenes  made  the  oration  from  which  he  now  quotes 
this  passage. 

a  Anthcmu^.  This  city  of  Macedon  had  been  possessed  by  the 
ancestors  of  Philip  from  the  earliest  ages;  for  v/e  learn  from 
Herodotus,  (B.  5.)  th;it,  about  two  hundred  years  before,  Amyn^. 
tas  made  an  oti'er  of  Anihemus  to  Hippias  the  son  of  Pisistratus. 

Tour. 
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them   up  Nicffia^   and   Magnesia,   that  they  ex- 
pcetcd  ever  to  have  been  subjected  to  those  go- 
"  vcrnors''  now  imposed  on  them  ?  or  that  the  man 
"  who  restored  them  to  their  seat  in  the  Amphicty- 
"  onic  coLiiici],  would  have  deprived  them  of  their 
*•  own  proper  revenues  ?  yet,  that  such    was  the 
event,  the  w^orld  can  testify.     In  Hke  manner,  you 
now  behold  Philip  lavishing  his  gifts  and  pro- 
mises upon  you.     If  you  are  wise,  you  will  pray 
"  that  he  may  never  appear  to  have  deceived  and 
"  abused  you.     Various  are  the  contrivances   for 
"  the  defence  and  security  of  cities  ;  as  battlements, 
^^  and  walls,  and  trenches,  and  other  kind  of  forti- 
"  fications  ;  all  which  are  the  effects  of  labour,  and 
"  attended  with  continual  expence.     But  there  is 
one  common  bulwark,  with  which  men  of  pru- 
dence are  naturally  provided,  the  guard  and  se- 
curity of  all  people,   particularly  of  free  states, 
against  the  assaults  of  tyrants.     What  is   this  ? 
"  Distrust.     Of  this  be  mindful :  to  this  adhere : 
*^^  preserve  this  carefully,  and  no  calamity  can  affect 
'*'  you. — What  is  it  you  seek  ?  (said  I:)  Liberty? 

^  Nictea.  Tills  city  of  Locris  had  been  given  up  to  Philip,  by 
Phalecus,  at  the  conckision  of  the  sacred  war.  Tour. 

^  77/osv gofifyzors,  Sec.  The  tyranny  said  to  have  been  imposed 
by  Philip  on  the  Thessalians,  is,  in  the  original  of  this  passage, 
called  a  government  of  ten  :  Yet,  in  the  third  Philippic,  it  is 
styled  a  telrarchy,  or  government  of  four.  Hence,  there  are 
grounds  to  presume,  that  an  error  has  crept  into  the  ancient  co- 
pies. Unless  it  be  supposed  that  Philip  divided  the  country  of 
Thessaly  into  four  districts,  and  over  each  of  those  established 
ten  governors  J  if,  by  such  a  supposition,  the  auihority  of  the 
copies  may  be  preserved. 
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'^'  And  do  }•"  r^t  p'^vceive  that  nothing  can  be  more 
"  adverse  to  this  than  the  vi  ry  titles  of  Philip  ? 
"  every  monarch,,  every  tyrant,  is  an  enemy  to  li- 
"  bcrtv^  and  ^b^  opposcr  of  laws  Will  ye  not  then 
"  be  cai.iul,  Jest,  while  ye  seek  to  be  freed  from 
"  war,  ye  find  yourselves  his  slaves?" 

But  although  they  heard  these  things,  and  loudly 
expressed  iheir  approbation  ;  tliough  the  like  points 
were  frequently  urged  by  the  ambassadors,  while  I 
was  present  ;  and  probably  were  afterwards  re- 
peated;  yet  still  they  have  no  less  dependence  on 
the  friendship  and  the  promises  of  Philip.  But  it 
is  not  strano;e  that  the  Mcssenians  and  some  of  the 
Pcloponnesians  should  act  contrary  to  the  dictates 
of  nature,  reason,  and  reflection.  Even  you,  who 
are  yourselves  fully  sensible,  and  constantly  re- 
minded by  your  public  speakers,  that  there  are  de- 
signs forming  against  you;  that  the  toils  of  your 
enemies  are  surrounding  you;  will,  I  fear,  be 
plunged  by  your  supineness  into  all  those  dangers 
that  threaten  you :  so  prevalent  is  the  pleasure  and 
indulgence  of  a  moment  over  all  your  future  inte- 
rests.— But,  as  to  the  course  necessary  to  be  pursued, 
prudence  requires,  that  this  be  debated  hereafter 
among  yourselves.  At  present,  I  shall  propose  such 
an  answer  to  these  ministers,  as  may  be  worthy  of 
vour  concurrence \ 

^  Though  none  of  our  editors  take  notice  of  it,  in  this  place  \\\% 
proper  officer  must  have  proposed  the  orator's  motion  in  form. 
Unless  we  suppose,  that  this  oration  has  descended  to  us  imper- 
fect j  for,  as  the  text  now  stands,  there  is  a  manifest  want  of 
connection  between  this  scnt»nce  and  A^'hat  follows.         Olivlt. 


128  DEMOSTHENES'  Orat.Vf. 

It  would  be  just,  Athenians  !  to  call  the  men  be- 
fore you,  who  gave  those  promises  which  induced 
you  to  conclude  the  peace.  For  neither  would  I 
have  undertaken  the  embassy,  nor  would  you  (lam 
convinced)  have  laid  down  your  arms,  had  it  been 
suspected  that  Philip  would  have  acted  thus,  when 
he  had  obtained  a  peace.  ISo  !  the  assurances  he 
then  gave  were  quite  different  from  his  present  ac- 
tions. There  are  others  also  to  be  summoned. 
Who  are  these  ? — I  he  men,  who,  at  my  return 
from  the  second  embassy  (sent  for  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty)  wljcn  I  saw  the  slate  abused,  and 
warned  you  of  your  danger,  and  testified  the  truth, 
and  opposed  witii  all  my  power  the  giving  upTher- 
mopyise  and  Phocis  :  the  men,  I  say,  who  then 
cried  out,  that  I,  the  water-drinker,  was  morose  and 
peevish;  but  that  Philip,  if  permitted  to  pass, 
would  act  agreeably  to  your  desires ;  would  fortify 
Thespia  and  Plataea ;  restrain  the  insolence  of 
Thebes;  cut  through  the  Chersonesus '"  at  his  own 
e.xpence  ;  and  give  you  up  Euboea  and  Oropus,  as 
an  equivalent  for  Amphipolis. — That  all  this  was 
positively  affirmed,  you  cannot,  I  am  sure,  forget, 
though  not  remarkable  for  remembering  injuries. 
And,  to  complete  the  disgrace,  you  have  engaged 
your  posterity  to  the  same  treaty,  in  full  dependence 

=*  Cut  through  the  Chcrsonesus,  &c.  When  Cersobleptcs  had 
given  up  the  Chersonesus  to  the  Athenians,  it  became  perpetually 
exf)osed  to  the  incursions  of  Thrace,  The  only  way  of  putting  a 
stop  to  them  was  to  cut  through  the  Isthmus  (for  the  Thracians 
had  no  ships).  And  this  Philip  promised  to  do  in  favour  of  the 
Athenians  and  their  colonies.  Tour, 
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on  those  promises ;  so  entirely  have  you  been  se- 
duced. 

And  now,  to  what  purpose  do  I  mention  this  ? 
and  why  do  I  desire  that  these  men  should  appear  ? 
— I  call  the  gods  to  witness,  that,  without  the  least 
evasion,  I  shall  boldly  declare  the  truth  ! — Not  that, 
by  breaking  out  into  invectives  %  I  may  expose  my- 

•  Kot  t/iaty  hj  IreaVmg  out  into  invectives.  Wolfius,  whom  the 
translator  here  follows,  hath  been  severely  censured  for  this  inter- 
pretation by  the  Italian  commentator,  who  renders  the  former 
part  of  the  sentence  thus :  "  Eos  non  idco  vocari  velim,  ut  qui 
"  olim  convitiis  dehonestatus  fut,  aeque  nunc  mihi  a  vobis  famam 
"  conciliem." — rao'  Jpy  ought  not  to  be  rendered  a  voOis,  but 
aj>iid  vos :  or,  as  the  translator,  who  follows  Lucchesini's  autho- 
rity, has  justly  explained  it,  in  his  note,  "  in  your  presence." 
But  my  objection  to  this  interpretation  does  not  arise  from  gram- 
matical nicety,  but  from  a  regard  to  the  context,  the  surest  com- 
ment. If  Demosthenes,  instead  of  the  disgraceful  treatment  he 
formerly  received,  both  from  the  partizans  of  Macedon  and 
from  the  people,  was  now  to  be  received  with  applause,  and  to 
triumph  over  his  opposei  s,  how  could  these  have  another  oppor- 
tunity of  receiving  Philip's  gold  ?  Such  wages  were  only  paid 
when  earned.  They  were  bestowed,  not  on  ineftectual  efforts, 
but  real  services  j  and  these  his  friends  could  not  perform,  if  dis- 
graced and  discouraged  by  the  assembly.  The  whole  sentiment 
of  the  orator,  as  translated  by  ^^'olfius,  is  this:  "  I  do  not  wish 
"  that  these  men  may  appear,  in  order  to  indulge  my  indigna- 
"  tion  and  resentment  against  them,  that  so  they  may  retort  my 
*'  accusations  with  double  virulence  (as  was  the  case  when  we 
"  first  returned  from  our  embassy)  and  thus,  by  once  moregain- 
"  ing  your  favour,  and  triumphing  over  me,  they  may  have  an 
"'  opportunity  of  boasting  their  services  to  Pliilip,  and  obtaining 
'■'  their  reward."  The  passage  manifestly  alludes  to  the  transac 
lions  of  the  assembly,  when  the  ten  ambassadors  returned,  who 
liad  been  sent  to  treat  with  Philip  about  a  peace  :  and  which  are 
VOL.  I.  K. 


130  DEMOSTHENES'  Orat.Vr. 

self  to  the  like  treatment,  and  once  more  give  my 
old  enemies  an  opportunity  of  receiving  Philip's 
gold;  nor  yet  that  1  may  indulge  an  impertinent 
vanity  of  haranguing.  Bat  I  apprehend  the  time 
must  come,  when  Philip's  actions  will  give  you. 
more  concern  than  at  present.  Ilis  designs,  I  see, 
£lre  ripening  :  I  wish  my  apprehensions  may  not 
prove  just;  but  I  fear  that  time  is  not  far  off.  And 
when  it  v/ill  no  longer  be  in  your  power  to  disre- 
gard events ;  when  neither  mine,  nor  any  other 
person's  information,  but  your  own  knowledge, 
your  own  senses,  will  assure  you  of  the  impending 
danger ;  then  will  your  severest  resentment  break 
forth.  And  as  your  ambassadors  have  concealed 
certain  things,  influenced  (as  they  themselves  are 
conscious)  by  corruption  ;  I  fear  that  they  who  en- 
deavour to  restore  what  these  men  have  ruined, 
may  feel  the  weight  of  your  displeasure :  for  there 
are  some,  I  find,  who  generally  point  their  anger 
not  at  the  deserving  objects,  but  those  most  imme- 
diately at  their  mercy. 

While  our  affairs,  therefore,  remain  not  abso- 
lutely desperate;  while  it  is  yet  in  our  power  lo 
debate ;  giv^e  me  leave  to  remind  you  all  of  one 
thing,  thougli  none  can  be  ignorant  of  it.  Who 
was  the  man'  that  persuaded  you  to  give  up  Phocis 

particularly  described  by  Demosthenes,  in  his  oration  on  the  on- 
hassy.  And  we  may  safely  appeal  lo  the  reader,  who  consults 
that  oration,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  present  interpretation. 

'  W/io  i-vas  the  man,  &c.     The  person  pointed  at  is  jiSschiaes. 
These  two  statesmen  agcujed  each  other^  when  the  bad  coiise-  . 
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and  Thcrmopylas  ?  which,  once  gained,  he  also 
gained  free  access  for  his  troops  to  Attica  and  to 
Peloponnesus  ;  and  obliged  us  to  turn  our  thoughts 
from  the  rights  of  Greece,  from  all  foreign  interests, 
to  a  defensive  war,  in  these  very  territories  j  whose 
approach  must  be  severely  felt  by  every  one  of  us : 
and  that  very  day  gave  birth  to  it ;  for,  had  we  not 
been  then  deceived,  the  state  could  have  nothing 
to  apprehend.  His  naval  power  could  not  have 
been  great  enough  to  attempt  Attica  by  sea,  nor 
could  he  have  passedby  land  through  Thermopylas 
and  Phocis.  But  he  must  have  either  confined 
himself  within  the  bounds  of  justice,  and  lived  in  a 
due  observance  of  his  treaty,  or  have  instantly  been 
involved  in  a  war,  equal  to  that  which  obliged  him 
to  sue  for  peace. 

Thus  much  may  be  sufficient  to  recal  past  ac- 
tions to  you  view.  May  all  the  gods  forbid,  that 
the  event  should  confirm  my  suspicions  !  for  I  by- 
no  means  desire  that  any  man  should  meet  even  the 
deserved  punishment  of  iiis  crimes,  when  the  whole 
community  is  in  danger  of  being  involved  in  bis 
destruction. 

qnences  of  tliis  trrsity  came  to  he  universally  felt  and  sckno'v- 

!edgf:d^ 


SXD    ©F    THE    SEC02;D    PHILIPPIC, 


K.  2 


THE 

ORATION 

ON    THE 

STATE    OF   THE   CHERSONESUS 

PRONOUNCED    IN    THE 

JRCHONSHIP  OF  SOSIGENES, 

T\yO    YEAR*    AFTER    THE    SECOND    PHILIPPIC. 


K  3 


i     135    ] 


INTRODUCTION. 

IN  the  foregoing  oration,  the  vehemence  of 
Demosthenes  determnicfl  the  Athenians  to  op- 
pose the  attempts  of  Philip,  and  his  represen- 
tations to  the  Argians  and  Mes-enians  inspired 
them  with  suspicion,  and  at  length  detsched 
them  from  all  connections  with  Macedon. 
When  Philip  therefore  found  hi3  practices  in 
Peloponnesus  unsuccessful,  he  began  to  turn  his 
thoughts  to  other  enterprises  :  to  pursue  his 
conquests  in  Thrace,  and  cross  the  Athenian 
interest  in  the  Chersonesus.  This  peninsula 
had,  with  some  little  interruption,  been  for  many 
years  in  the  hands  of  the  Athenians.  Cotys,  as 
king  of  the  country,  had  lately  wrested  it  from 
them,  and  left  it  in  succession  to  his  son  Ccr- 
^obleptes.  But  he  being  unable  to  support  him- 
self against  the  power  of  Philip,  resigned  it  again 
to  the  Athenians ;  and  the}-,  according  to  cus- 
tom, sent  in  a  colony,  which  the  inhabitants 
received,  and  freely  shared  their  lands  and  ha- 
bitations with  their  new  guests.  The  people  of 
Cardia,  the  principal  city,  however,  still  asserted 
their  independence ;  and,  when  Diopithes,  the 
commander  of  the  Athenian  colony,  would  have 
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reduced  them  by  force  of  arms,  bad  recourse  to 
Phibp,  who  immediately  detached  a  body  of 
forces  to  their  support.  Diopithes  considered 
this  proceeding  as  an  act  of  hostility  against 
Athens ;  without  waiting  for  instructions  from 
his  state,  raised  a  considerable  force,  and,  while 
Philip  was  engaged  in  war  in  the  inland  parts  of 
Thrace,  entered  the  maritime  parts  (which  were 
his  territories)  with  fire  and  sword,  and  brought 
off  a  great  booty,  which  he  lodged  safe  in  the 
Chersonesus.  Philip  was  not  at  leisure  to  repel 
this  insult:  he  therefore  contented  himself  with 
complaining  by  letters  to  the  Athenians  of  this 
conduct  of  their  general.  l"he  pensioners  which 
he  had  at  Athens  immediately  exerted  them- 
selves for  their  master.  They  inveighed  loudly 
against  Diopithes,  accused  him  of  violating  the  i 
peace  which  then  subsisted  between  them  and 
Philip,  of  involving  the  state  in  war,  of  exac- 
tion, rapine,  and  piracy,  and  pressed  for  hia  i 
being  recalled. 

Demosthenes,  judging  that,  at  such  a  junc- 
ture the  public  interest  was  connected  with  that 
of  Diopithes,  undertakes  his  defence  in  the  fol- 
lowing oration  ;  throws  the  whole  blame  of  the 
exactions  and  piracies  he  is  accused  of  upon  the 
Athenians  themselves  ;  turns  their  attention  to 
Philip  and  his  hostilities;  a^d  concludes,   that 
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%\'liocvcr  opposes  or  distresses  him  in  any  n?.an- 
ncr,  docs  a  service  to  the  state ;  and  that,  in- 
stead of  disavowing  what  Diopithcs  had  done,  or 
directing  him  to  dismiss  his  army,  they  should 
reinforce  him,  and  shew  the  king  of  Maccdon, 
they  know  how  to  protect  their  territories,  and 
to  maintain  the  dignity  of  their  country,  as  well 
as  their  ancestors. 

It  appears  from  the  beginning  of  this  oration, 
that  before  Demosthenes  arose,  the  affair  had 
been  violently  contested  in  the  assembly.  Pos- 
sibly the  heat  of  opposition  added  to  the  natural 
fire  of  the  orator.  For  the  style  of  the  oration 
is  (in  my  opinion)  remarkably  animated  :  and 
we  find  an  extraordinary  degree  of  severity  and 
indignation  breaking  out  in  every  part  of  it. 
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■    Soiigcnes,  Archon — A.  R.  Philip,  ig. — Olympiad.  109.  An,  3. 

'It  were  to  be  wished,  Athenians  !  that  they  who 
speak  in  public  would  never  suffer  hatred  or  affec- 
tion to  influence  their  counsels ;  but,  in  all  that 
they  propose,  be  directed  by  unbiassed  reason ; 
particularly,  when  affiiiiS  of  state,  and  those  of 
highest  moment,  are  the  object  of  our  attention.  But 
since  there  are  persons,  whose  speeches  are  partly 
dictated  by  a  spirit  of  conteniion,  partly  by  other 
like  motives,  it  is  your  duty,  Athenians  !  to  exert 
that  power  which  your  numbers  give  you ;  and  in 
all  your  resolutions,  and  in  all  your  actions,  to 
consider  only  the  interest  of  your  country. 

OuB  present  concernment  is  about  the  affairs  of 
the  Chersonesus,  and  Philip'si  expedition  intoThrace, 
which  hath  now  eneratred  him  eleven  months :  but 
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most  of  our  orators  insist  upon  the  actions  and  de- 
signs of  Diopithes.  As  to  crimes  objected  to  those 
men  whom  our  laws  can  punish  when  we  please, 
I,  for  my  part,  think  it  quite  indifferent,  whether 
they  be  considered  now,  or  at  some  other  time  ;  nor 
is  this  a  point  to  be  violently  contested,  by  me  or 
any  other  speaker.  But  when  Philip,  the  enemy 
of  our  country,  is  now  actually  hovering  about  the 
Hellespont  %  with  a  numerous  army,  and  making 
attempts  on  our  dominions,  which  if  one  moment 
neglected,  the  loss  may  be  irreparable  ;  here,  our 
attention  is  instantly  demanded;  we  should  resolve, 
we  should  prepare  with  all  possible  expedition,  and 
not  jTun  from  our  main  concern,  in  the  midst  of 
foreign  clamours  and  accusations, 

1  HAVE  frequently  been  surprised  at  assertions 
made  in  public ;  but  never  more,  than  when  I  lately 
heard  it  affirmed  in  the  senate**,  that  there  are  but 
two  expedients  to  be  proposed,  either  absolutely  to 
declare  war,  or  to  continue  in  peace.  The  point  is 
this  :  if  Philip  acts  as  one  in  amity  with  us  ;  if 
he  does  not  keep  possession  of  our  dominions, 
contrary  to  his  treaty;  if  he  be  not  every  where 
spiriting  up  enemies  against  usj   all  debates  are 

*  Hoi>ering  about  the  Hellespont.  By  the  Hellespont  we  are  to 
understand  not  the  streight  itself  that  separates  Europe  from  Asia, 
but  the  cities  and  countries  all  along  the  coast. 

h  In  the  senate.  Into  which  Demosthenes  had  been  admitted, 
in  the  archon  ship  of  Themistocles,  a  little  after  the  taking  of 
Olynthus.  And  (if  we  may  believe  iEschines)  not  in  the  regular 
manner,  but  by  intrigue  and  bribery, 
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at  an  end;  wc  arc  undoubtedly  obliged  to  live 
in  peace,  and  I  find  it  perfectly  agreeable  to 
you.  But  if  the  articles  of  our  treaty,  ratified  by 
the  most  solemn  oaths,  remain  upon  record  open 
to  public  inspectioui  if  it  appears,  that  long 
before  the  departure  of  Diopithes  and  his  colony, 
who  are  now  accused  of  involving  us  in  a  war, 
Philip  had  unjustly  seized  many  of  our  possessions 
(for  which  I  appeal  to  your  own  decrees  ;)  if,  ever 
since  that  time,  he  has  been  constantly  arming 
himself  with  all  the  powers  of  Greeks  and  Barba- 
rians, to  destroy  us  ;  what  do  these  men  mean, 
who  affirm  we  are  either  absolutely  to  declare  war, 
or  to  observe  the  peace  ?  You  have  no  choice  at 
all ;  you  have  but  one  just  and  necessary  measure 
to  pursue,  which  they  industriously  pass  over.  And 
what  is  this  ?  To  repel  force  by  force.  Unless  they 
will  affirm,  that,  while  Philip  keeps  from  Attica 
and  the  Piraeus',  he  does  our  state  no  injury,  makes 
no  war  against  us.  If  it  be  thus  they  state  the 
bounds  of  peace  and  justice,  we  must  all  acknow- 
ledge that  their  sentiments  are  inconsistent  with  the 

^  The  Pincus.  This  is  the  first  time  the  orator  mentions  tliis 
celebrated  port  of  Athens.  It  was  at  first  detached  from  the  city, 
but  afterwards  joined  to  it,  by  two  long  walls,  which  tlic  Greeks 
called  the  Legs  of  the  Pir.xusj  and  from  that  time,  by  the  advice 
of  Themiitocles,  the  Athenians  made  this  their  principal  harbour. 
It  would  contain 400  ships  of  war;  was  well  fortified,  and  furnished 
with  a  market,  to  which  all  the  trading  part  of  Greece  resorted. 
Historians  call  it  the  iridic  port,  for  it  really  contained  three  :  the 
first  called  KavSaiij,  frOm  an  hero  of  that  name :  the  second 
'^:*z:i^Ciiv,  from  two  temples  of  Venus  that  were  erected  in  it  : 
the  third  Zi;<.,  because  it  was  the  mart  for  corn.  Tour. 
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common  rights  of  mankind,  with  the  dignity  and 
the  safety  of  Athens. 

B£SiDES_,  they  themselves  contradict  their  own 
accusation  of  Diopithes.  For  shall  PhiHp  bo  left 
at  full  liberty  to  pursue  all  his  other  designs,  pro- 
vided he  keeps  from  Attica  ;  and  shall  not  Diopi- 
thes be  permitted  to  assist  the  Thracians  ?  and  if 
he  doeSj  shall  we   accuse  him  of  involving  us  in  a 

war  ? But  this  is  their  incessant  cry,  "  our  fo- 

"  reign  troops  commit  outrageous  devastations  on 
"  the  Hellespont :  Diopithes,  without  regard  to 
"  justice,  seizes  and  plunders  vessels  !  These  things 
^*  must  not  be  suffered!"  Be  it  so:  I  acquiesce ! 
but  while  they  are  labouring  to  have  our  troops 
disbanded  by  inveighing  against  that  man,  whose 
care  and  industry  support  them ;  (if  they  really 
speak  from  a  regard  to  justice)  they  should  shew  us 
that,  if  we  yield  to  their  remonstrances,  Philip's 
army  also  will  be  disbanded :  else,  it  is  apparent 
that  their  whole  aim  is  to  reduce  the  state  to  those 
circumstances  which  have  occasioned  all  the  losses 
we  have  lately  suffered.  For,  be  assured  of  this, 
that  nothing  hath  given  Philip  such  advantage  over 
us,  as  his  superior  vigilance  in  improving  all  op-- 
portunities.  For,  as  he  is  constantly  surrounded 
by  his  troops,  and  his  mind  perpetually  engaged  in 
projecting  his  designs,  he  can,  in  a  moment,  strike 
the  blow  where  he  pleases.  Eat  we  wait  till  some 
event  alarms  us  :  then  vv'c  are  in  motion,  then  we 
prepare.     To  this  alone  I  can  impute  it,  that  the- 


Oiat.  VII.  ORATIONS.  14!^ 

conquests  he  hath  lately  made  he  now  enjoys  in 
full  security;  while  all  your  efforts  are  too  la.e,  all 
your  vast  cxpenees  ineffectual :  your  attempts  have 
served  only  to  discover  your  enmity,  and  inclinaiioii 
to  oppose  him;  and  the  conseciuences  of  }our 
misconduct  are  still  further  aggravated  by  the  dis- 
grace. 

Know  then,  Athenians  !  that  all  our  orators 
allege  at  present  are  but  words,  but  idle  pretences. 
Their  whole  designs,  their  whole  endeavours  are  to 
confine  you  within  the  city ;  that,  while  we  have  no 
forces  in  the  field,  Philip  may  be  at  full  liberty  to 
act  as  he  pleases.  Consider  the  present  posture  of 
affairs.  Philip  is  now  stationed  in  Thrace,  at  the 
head  of  a  large  army ;  and  (as  we  are  here  informed) 
sends  for  reinforcements  from  Macedon  and  Thes- 
«aly.  Now,  should  he  watch  the  blowing  of  the 
Etesian  ^vinds,  march  his  forces  to  Byzantium,  and 
invest  it ;  in  the  first  place,  can  you  imagine  that 
the  Byzantines  would  persist  in  their  present  folly  j 
or  that  they  would  not  have  recourse  to  you  fou^ 
assistance?  I  cannotthink.it.  No:  if  there  were 
a.  people  in  whom   tncy  less  confided''  than  in  us, 

'  If  there  zvere  a  people  jn  ivhojn  they  less  covfiJed,  fic.  In  the 
third  year  ot  the  ]05th  Olympiad,  the  Byzantines  entered  into  a 
league  with  Chios,  Cos,  and  Rliodrs,  ngainst  the  Athenians,  and 
withdrew  themselves  from  their  domirion,  Ti;is  is  what  Demos- 
thenes calls  thcw /b^ly  and extrafagance.  They  had  reason  to  think 
the  Athenians  would  regard  them  as  rebellions  subjects,  and 
irz.-'X  them  with  the  resentment  of  oflended  sovereigns ;  "  liow- 
"  ever,"  says  the  orator,  "  if  they  v/ere  reduced  to  the  alternative 
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they  would  receive  even  these  into  their  cit}^,  rather 
than  give  it  up  to  him  ;  unless  prevented  by  the 
quickness  of  their  attack.  And,  should  we  be  un- 
able to  sail  thither,  should  there  be  no  forces  ready 
to  support  them,  nothing  can   prevent  their  ruin. 

"  But  the  extravagance  and  folly  of  these  men 

*'  exceed  all  bounds." 1  grant  it.   Yet  still  they 

should  be  secured  from  danger  ;  for  this  is  the  in- 
terest of  our  state.  Besides,  it  is  by  no  means  clear 
that  he  will  not  march  into  the  Chersonesus  itself. 
On  the  contrary,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  letter 
which  he  sent  to  you,  he  is  determined  to  oppose 
us  in  that  country.  If  then  the  forces  stationed 
there  be  still  kept  up,  we  may  defend  our  own  do- 
minions, and  infest  those  of  our  enemy  ;  if  they  be 
once  dispersed  and  broken,  what  shall  we  do,  if  he 

attempt   the  Chersonesus  ? '■'  Bring   Diopithes 

to  a  trial." And  how  will  that  serve  us  } 

*'  No  :  but  we  will  dispatch  succours  from  hence.'* 
What  if  the  wunds  prevent  us?- "  But  he 


•'  will  not  turn  his  arras  thither." Who  v/ill  be 

our  surety  for  this  ?  Consider,  Athenians  !  is  not 
the  season  of  the  year  approaching,  in  which  it  is 
thought  by  some,  that  you  are  to  withdraw  your 
forces  from  the  Hellespont,  and  abandon  it  to  Phi- 
lip ?  But  suppose,  (fortius  too  merits  our  attention) 
that,  at  his  return  from  Thrace,  he  should  neither 

**  of  either  submitting  to  riiillp,  or  having  recourse  to  you  for 
"  protection,  they  would  without  hesitation  choose  the  latter." 
The  event  confirmed  his  prediction.  Philip  besieged  Byzantium, 
the  Byzantines  had  recourse  to  the  Athenians,  and  Phocion,  at 
the  head  of  their  army,  obliged  Philip  to  raise  the  siege.     Tour. 
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bend  his  force  against  the  Chcrsoncsus,  nor  B\-- 
zanlium,  but  i'liU  on  Chalcis  or  Mcgara,  as  he 
Jatcly  did  upon  Orcum' ;  wliicli  would  be  the  wiser 
course,  to  oppose  him  here,  and  make  Attica  the 
scat  of  war,  or  to  find  him  employment  abroad  ?  I 
think,  the  latter. 

Let  tlicse  things  sink  deep  into  our  minds  ;  and 
let  us  not  raise   invidious   clamours   against   those 
forces  which  Diopithcs  is  endeavouring  to  keep  up 
tor  the  service  of  his  country,  or  attempt  to  break 
I  hem  ;     let   us   rather    prepare   to  reinforce  them  ; 
grant  their  general  the  necessary  supplies  of  money, 
r.nd  in  every  other  instance  favour  his  designs  with 
an  heaity  zeal.     Imagine  this  question  proposed  to 
Philip  :   '•  which  would  be  most  agreeable  to  you, 
*'  that  the  forces   commanded  by  Diopithcs"—  (of 
whatever  kind  they  be,  for  I  shall  not  dispute  on 
that  head)  "  should  continue  in   full  strength  and 
*'  good  esteem  at  Athens,  and  be  reinforced  by  dc- 
"  tachments  from  the  city  ;   or  that  th.e  clamours 
*'  and  invectives  of  certain  persons  should  prevail 
"  to  have  them  broken  and   disbanded  ?"  I  think 
lie  would  choose   this  latter.     And   are  there  men 
among  us  labouring  for  that  which   Philip  would 
iiitreat  the  gods  to  grant  him?   and,  if  so,  is  it  still 
a  question,  whence  our  distresses  have  arisen  ? 

Let  me  intreat  you  to  examine  the  present  state 

a  As  he  lately  Jul  upon  Oraon.  In  the  third  Philippic,  we  ^hall» 
find  a  particular  account  ol'  the  manuer  in  which  lie  reduced  this 
eily  to  his  obedimce. 
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of  Athens,  with  an  unbiassed  freedom  ;  /o  cojis'iJe/'- 
how  we  arc  acting,  and  how  our  affiiirs  arc  con- 
ducted. We  are  neither  wiHing  to  raise  contri- 
butions, nor  do  we  dare  to  take  the  field,  nor  do 
we  spare  the  public  funds,  nor  do  we  grant  supplies 
to  DiojDithes,  nor  do  we  approve  of  those  subsidies 
he  hath  procured  himself:  but  we  malign  him,  wc 
pry  into  his  designs,  and  watch  his  motions.  Thus 
we  proceed,  quite  regardless  of  our  interests  ;  and 
while  in  words  wc  extol  those  speakers  who  assert 
the  dignity  of  their  country,  our  actions  favour  their 
opposers.  It  is  usual,  when  a  speaker  rises,  to  ask 
him,  '^'  What  are  we  to  do  r"  Give  me  leave  to  pro- 
pose the  like  question  to  you :  "  What  am  I  to 
**  say  ?"  For,  if  you  neither  raise  contributions! 
nor  take  the  field,  nor  spare  the  public  funds,  nor 
grant  subsidies  to  Diopithes,  nor  approve  of  those 
provisions  he  hath  made  himself,  nor  take  the  due 
care  of  our  interests,  I  have  nothing  to  say.  If  you 
grant  such  unbounded  licence  to  informers,  as  even 
to  listen  to  their  accusations  of  a  man,  for  what 
they  pretend  he  will  do,  before  it  be- yet  done,  what 
ean  one  say  ? 


But  it  is  necessary  to  explain  to  some  of  you  th^e 
effect  of  this'bchaviour-^ :  (I  shall  speak  with  an  un- 

*  But  it  is  necessary  to  explain-  to  some  of  you  the  effect  of  this 
hchoinour.  '^^  the  same  purpose  hath  the  sentence  been  translated 
by  Vv^'oltius  and  Tourreit.  But  this  interpretation,  which  is  ac- 
knowledged copsonant  to  grammaticnl  rules  of  construction,  liaib 
jet  been  sligmatised  as  a  total  perversion  of  the  author's  reason- 
ing, snd  Uic  sense  of  the  context.     Clamaurs  had  been  raiecti 
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daunted  freedom,   for  in  no   other   manner  can   I 
gpeak.) It  has  been  the  constant  custom  of  all 

against  an  Athenian  genera],  who  had  exacted  contributions  from 
the  ishinders  and   Grecian  settlements  along  the  coast  of  Asia. 
Demosthenes  appears  as   his  advocate.     He  proceeds,  as  it  is  ob- 
served, to  shew,  that  it  had  ever  been  the  custom  of  other  com- 
manders to  raise  the  like  contributions.     Hence  it  is  inferred,  that 
the  meaning  of  the  phrase  here  quoted,  must  be,  that  the  general 
is  ivarranted,  hy  justice  and  custom,   to  act  as  he  had  done.     The 
orator,  indeed,  doth   proceed  to  give   instances   of  this  custom. 
But  this  conclusion  I  cannot  admit;   for,  whatever  deference  and 
respect   the  writers   who  have  adopted  it,  may  justly  claim,  a 
greater  deference  and  respect  is  due  to  the  original,  where  m'c 
find  a  conclusion  of  a  diflerent  nature,  deduced  in  express  terms. 
"  It  hath  been  the  constant  custom,"  saith  Demosthenes,  "  of  all 
"  the  commanders  who  have  sailed  from  this  city,  (if  I  advance 
"  a  falsehood,  let  me  feci  the  severest  punishment)  to  take  money 
"  from  the  Chians,  and   from  the  Erythrlans,  and  from  any  peo- 
''  pie  that  would  give  it  \  I  mean   of  the  inhabitants  of  Asia. 
"  They  who  have  but  one  or  two  ships  take  a  talent ;   they  who 
*'  command  a  greater  force  raise  a  larger  contribution.     And  the 
"  people  who  give  this  money,  whether  more  or  less,  do  not  give 
*'  it  for  nothing:  (tlicy  are  not  so  mad)  no;  it  is  the  price  they 
"  pay  to  secure  their  trading  vessels  from  rapine  and  piracy,  to 
"   provide  them  with  the  necessary  convoys,  and  the  like;   how- 
"  ever  they  may  pretend  friendship  and   affection,  and  dignify 
"  those  payments   with   the  name  of  free  gifts.     It  is  therefore 
"  evident,   that,   as  Diopithes  is  at  the  head  of  a  considerable 
"  power,  the  same  contributions  will  be  granted  to  him.     Else, 
*'  how  shall  he  pay  his  soldiers  3   ho'.v  shall   he  maintain  them, 
"  who  receives  nothing  from  you,  and  has  nothing  of  Ids  own? 
"  From  the  skies  ?  No ;  but  from  what  he  can  collect,  and  beg, 
*'  and  borrow."     Then  follows  the  conclusion  from  the  whole  : 
'Ou'ii  OTN  cc'Aao  TfoiS'tt  U  y.o'ir'/'jps  vT;;  iv  'J[mv,  rj  Ttpo/sysTi-j  aVaiTi, 
&:c.     So  THAT  the  ivhulc  scheme  of  his  accusers  [or  the  whole  effect 
of  their  accusations]  is  to  tuarn  all  people  to  grant  him  nntking^  i^'c. 
This  is  t/u  meaning  \or  this  is  the  tendency]  of  their  clamours. 
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the  comuiandcrs  who  have  sailed  froQi  this  city,  (if 
I  advance  a  falsehood,  let  me  feel  the  severest  pu- 
nishment) to  lake  money  from  the  Chians,  and  from 
the  Erythrians,  and  from  any  people  tliat  would 
give  it ;  I  mean  of  the  inhabitants  of  Asia.  They 
who  have  but  one  or  two  ships  take  a  talent ;  they 
who  command  a  greater  force  niise  a  larger  contri- 
bution. And  the  people  who  give  this  money, 
whether  more  or  less,  do  not  give  it  for  nothing; 
(they  are  not  so  mad),  no;  it  is  the  price  they  pay, 
to  secure  their  trading  vessels  from  rapine  and 
piracy,  to  provide  them  wiih  the  necessary  con- 
voys, and  the  like ;  however  they  may  pretend 
friendship  and  affection,  and  dignify  those  pay- 
ments with  the  name  of  free  gifts.  It  is  therefore 
evident,  that  as  Diopithcs  is  at  the  head  of  a  con- 
siderable power,  the  same  eontribulion&  will  be 
granted  to  him.  Else,  how  shall  he  pay  his  soldiers  I 
how  shall  he  maintain  tlicra,  wdso  receives  nothing 
from  you,  and  has  nothing  of  his  own  ?  From  the  J| 
skies?  No;  but  from  what  he  can  collcctj  and  " 
beg,  and  borrow.  So  that  the  whole  scheme  of  his 
accusers  is  to  w^arn  all  people  to  grant  him  nothing  ; 
as  he  is  to  suffer  punishment  for  crimes  yet  to  be 
comlTiilted,  not  for  any  he  hath  ah'cady  committed, 
or  in  wliich  he  h.ith  already  assisted.  This  is  the 
meaning  of  their  clamours.  '^  Ho  is  going  to  form 
"  sieges  r  he  leaves  the  Greeks  exposed."  Have 
these  men  ail  this  tenderness  for  the  Grecian  co- 
lonies of  Asia  ?  I'hey  then  prefer  the  interest  of 
^'--^reifriiers  to  tlvat  of  their  own  countrv.    This  mu£t 
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be  the  case,  if  they  prevail  to  have  ajiother  geiicrai 
sent  to  the  Hellespont.  If  Diopithcs  conimit  out- 
rages, if  he  be  guilty  of  piracy,  one  single  edict  •*, 
Athenians  !  a  single  ciliet  will  put  a  slop  to  sueli 
proceedings.  This  is  the  voice  of  our  laws  ;  that 
such  offenders  should  be  impeached''  and  not  op- 
posed*^ widi  such  vast  preparations  of  ships  and 

^  On<r  single  ciV'ct.  In  the  Greek  Ilivy'yjov,  wLIch  in  this  place 
may  either  signify  the  tablet  uhich  was  fixed  up  in  public,  con- 
taining a  citation  of  the  accused  party,  ai.d  an  account  of  the 
crimes  of  which  he  was  accused ;  or  that  which  was  given  to  the 
judges  whe  sat  on  his  trial,  to  write  their  sentences  upon.  I  have 
cliosen  the  first  of  these  senses. 

''  r//.//  sue//  'yQlriJcrs  s/iouJ.l  l>c  :»ipe:ic?ijil.  The  Greek  v^'orJs 
^:!l5-a.'-/iA£Jv,  and  'EiTK;'yrAia,  which  I  have  translatfd  to  iinpeach, 
and  Impeachmevt,  are  terms  in  the  Athenian  judicature  ;  and  re- 
hitc  to  those  particular  kind  of  actioas,  which  were  not  referred 
to  any  court  of  justice,  but  immediately  brought  before  the  senate 
of  i(X),  or  assembly  of  the  people,  and  somelimes  before  the 
Archun  :  and  in  which,  both  the  accusation  nnd  defence  were 
tuade  by  word  of  muutli,  without  any  written  articles, 

c  And  not  nj'poscil,  5cc.  The  accusers  of  l')iopithes  r?.ised  laad 
clamo'irs  agninst  his  cond.ict.  They  insisted  that  he  had  cona- 
niitied  deprcdativins  on  the  Grecian  colonics,  nnd  was  meditating 
fiutlier  hostilities  agJiinst  ihem,  contrary  to  his  commission  and 
in>>truclions.  They  dec1-,red,  that  a  force  should  be  dispatched 
lo  defend  them  ;  whiclj  Demosthenes  cails  raising  an  army  against 
Diopiihes.  «'  it  is  a^a'mst  oiir  eneinies,"  saith  he,  "  whom  our 
"  laws  cannot  reach,  that  we  are  to  r.iise  cur  forces;  when  ci- 
*'  tizens  have  otTi-ndcd  wc  can  impeach  them,"  &c.  But  tliis  in- 
te-pretation  ha;h  been  loaded  with  the  heavj  clmrge  of  absurdity. 
If  the  translator  had  a  right  to  pronounce  so  peremptorily  and  so 
eeverely,  he  would  declare,  thit,  by  the  same  rule,  every  ardent 
^^xpressiou,  every  bold   figure,  every  lively  image,  in  short,  everjr 
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money  ;  (this  would  be  the  height  of  madness  :) 
it  is  against  our  enemies,  whom  the  laws  cannot 
touch,  that  we  ought,  we  must  maintain  our  forces, 
send  out  our  navies,  and  I'aise  our  contributions. 
But  when  citizens  have  offended,  we  can  decree,  we 
can  impeach,  we  can  recalls  These  are  arms  suf- 
ficient;  these  are  the  measures  befitting  men  of 
prudence  :  they  who  would  raise  disorder  and  con- 
thing  in  eloquence,  not  literally  and  strictly  consonant  to  meta- 
physical truth,  might  be  pronounced  equally  absurd.  The  mean- 
ing of  the  passage  here  quoted,  is  said  to  be^  "  We  are  not  to  pro- 
*'  tect  the  islanders  by  our  armies,  but  to  employ  them  against 
"  our  enemies."  But  why  were  they  to  raise  their  armies  against 
their  enemies  ?  Because  their  enemies  were  not  punishable  by  the 
laws.  Those,  therefore,  against  whom  they  were  not  to  raise 
their  armies,  must  have  been  such  as  were  punishable  by  the  laws. 
This  conclusion  might,  perhaps,  be  deemed  natural  and  necessary, 
even  if  the  orator  had  not  expiessly  pointed  out  both  those 
ngainst  whom  they  were,  and  were  not  to  raise  their  armies. 
'Eiti  ts;  i-yJip^S  ',  yigahist  enemies.  And,  s'ri^  c  a:,  r^iiyds  rtVi  BUT 
against  ourseh'cs,  i.  e.  our  own  citizens. 

*  We  can  recall.  In  the  original,  ive  hat'e  the  UdcccXoc,  that  h 
the  galley  (called  so,  from  the  hero  Paralus,  w^ho  with  Theseus 
signalized  himself  against  the  Thebans.)  The  Athenians  had 
two  gallics,  the  Salaminian,  and  Paialian,  appointed  for  the  most 
pressing  occasions  of  the  state.  In  allu-ion  to  this  usage,  Pericles 
was  called  the  Salamiuian  galley,  because  he  afi'ected  to  appear  in 
public  only  upon  extraordinary  emergencies.  When  i,ysander 
had  beaten  the  Athenian  fleet  at  the  Hellespont,  the  Paralian 
galky  was  dispatched  with  the  melancholy  news  to  the  people. 
And  when  Alcibiades  was  recalled  from  Sicily,  to  defend  himself 
against  the  charge  of  impiety,  the  Salaminian  galley  was  ordered 
to  bring  him  home.  Both  the  one  and  the  other  were  employed 
to  recall  such  generals  as  were  superseded.  Touk. 
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fusion  ill  the  state,  may  have  recourse  to  such  as 
ihcse  men  propose. 

But,  dreadful  as  it  is  to  have  such  men  among 
-u>,  yet  the  most  dreadful  circumstance  of  all  is  this. 
You  assemble  here,  with  minds  so  disposed,  that, 
if  any  one  accuses  Diopithes,  or  Chares*  or  Aristo- 
phoni>,  or  any  citizen  whatever,  as  the  cause  of  our 
misfortunes,  you  instantly  break  forth  into  accla- 
mations and  applause.  But  if  a  man  stands  forth, 
and  thus  declares  the  truth,  "  This  is  all  trifling, 
"  Athenians  !  It  is  to  Philip  we  ov/e  our  cala- 
^'  mitics:  he  hath  plunged  us  in  these  difhculties  : 
*■'  for,  had  he  observed  his  treaty,  our  state  would 
*'  be   in    perfect    tranquillity :"    This    you   cannot 

^  Or  Chares.  This  apology  (says  Monsieur  Tourreil)  savours 
a  little  of  faction  and  cabal ;  their  ill  success  might  with  great 
justice  have  been  charged  upon  Chares.  Indeed  what  could  have 
been  expected  from  a  general  no  less  incapable  than  luxurious,  who 
in  all  his  military  expeditions  drew  after  him  a  train  of  musicians, 
whom  he  kept  in  pay  at  the  expence  of  his  troops  ?  accordingly 
Lis  enterprises  were  unsuccesslul ;  and,  to  crown  all  his  r.iis- 
carri?ges-,  he  lest  the  battle  of  Cl.acronea.  And  yet  this  Ch3rcs 
was  able  to  support  himself  to  the  last,  by  the  credit  of  those 
orators  who  pfotc-ctcd  him. 

^  Or  Arii'y/i'tv.  Another  At!>cnian  general.  AristfAle 
(Rhct.  1.  ii.  c,  *2a.)  mentions  a  smart  answer  m;!dc  to  him  by 
iphicratcs.  Aristophon  accused  him  of  having  betrayed  the  fleet 
•which  he  cnramar.ded.  Iphicrates,  with  tint  confidence  whick 
an  established  reputation  inspires,  asked  him,  Would  you  be  guilty 
of  iuch  u  piece  of  treachery  f  By  no  w/Jd/zj,  answered  he.  U'liai  ! 
returned  the  other,  can  Iphicratcs  have  committed  luhat  Ariitothua 
%Kxndd  r/fuse  to  do  ? 
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deny ;  but  you  hear  it  with  the  utmost  grief,  as 
if  it  were  the  aceonnt  of  some  dreadful  misfortune. 
The  cause  is  this;  (for,  when  I  am  to  urge  the 
interest  of  my  country,  let  me  speak  boldly) — • 
Certain  persons,  who  have  been  intrusted  with 
public  affairs,  have  for  a  long  time  past  rendered 
you  daring  and  terrible  in  council ;  but,  in  all 
affairs  of  war,  wretched  and  contemptible.  Hence 
it  is,  that  if  a  citizen,  subject  to  your  own  power 
and  jurisdiction,  be  pointed  out  as  the  author  of 
your  misfortunes,  you  hear  the  accusation  with 
applause ;  but  if  they  are  charged  upon  a  man, 
who  must  first  be  conquered  before  he  can  be  pu- 
nished, then  you  are  utterly  disconcerted :  that 
truth  is  too  severe  to  be  borne.  Your  ministers, 
Athenians !  should  take  a  quite  contrary  course. 
They  should  render  you  gentle  and  humane  in 
council,  where  the  rights  of  citizens  and  allies 
come  before  you  :  in  military  affairs  they  should 
inspire  you  with  fierceness  and  intrepidity ;  for 
here  you  arc  engaged  with  enemies,  with  armed 
troops.  But  now,  by  leading  you  gently  on  to 
their  purposes  by  the  most  abject  compliance  with 
your  humours,  they  have  so  formed  and  moulded 
you,  that  in  your  assemblies  you  are  delicate,  and 
attend  but  to  flattery  and  entertainment  j  in  your 
affairs,  you  find  yourselves  threatened  with  extre- 
mity of  danger. 

And   now,   in  the  name  of  Heaven,   suppose 
that  the  states  of  Greece  should   tlms  demand^  an 

"   Suppose  iJiat  the   states   of  Greece   should  thus  demand,    &c. 
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account  of  those  opportunities  which  your  indo- 
lence hath  lost.  *'  Men  of  Athens  !  you  are  ever 
*'  sending  embassies  to  us ;  you  assure  us  that  Philip 
'*  is  projecting  our  ruin,  and  that  of  all  the  Greeks, 
"  you  warn  us  to  guard  against  this  man's  designs." 
(And  it  is  too  true,  we  have  done  thus.)  "  But, 
**  O  most  wretched  of  mankind  !  when  this  man 
*'  had  been  ten  months  detained  abroad  ;  when 
"  sickness,  and  the  severity  of  winter,  and  the 
armies  of  his  enemies,  rendered  it  impossible  for 
him  to  return  home ;  you  neither  restored  the 
liberty  of  Euboca,  nor  recovered  any  of  your  own 
dominions.  But  while  you  sit  at  home  in  per- 
fect ease,  and  ijcalth,  if  such  a  state  may  be  cal- 
led health,  Euboca  is  commanded  by  his  two 
tyrants^;  the  one,  just  opposite  to  Attica,  to 
keep  you  [)erpctually  in  awcj  the  other  to  Scy- 
athus.  Yet  you  have  not  attempted  to  oj)pose 
"  even  this.  No  ;  you  have  submitted  -,  you  have 
*'  been  insensible  to  your  wrongs;  you  have  fully 
*'  declared,  that,  if  Philip  were  ten  times  to  die,  it 

After  the  taking  ot  Olynthus,  whrn  the  Athenians  were  at  last 
prevailed  upon  to  declare  war  in  form  against  Philip,  they  sent 
•mbassics  to  all  the  states  of  Greece,  to  represent  the  danger  of 
his  growing  power,  and  to  engage  them  to  join  against  him. 
From  hence  the  orator  takes  occasion  to  introduce  this  beautiful 
Prosopopccia,  by  which  he  throws  out  the  bitterest  reproaches 
against  his  countrymen,  so  artfully,  as  not  to  give  them  ofl'iMicr, 
and  yet  at  the  same  time  sets  the  ihamclulneis  of  their  miscon- 
duct in  the  strongest  liglit.  I'ouk. 

*  By  /lis  tzLo  ijr.ints.  Fhilistides  and  Clitarchus  :  the  one  fixed 
at  Eretria,  opposite  to  Attica  ;  the  other  at  Orcum,  ovtr-a'^riinst 
tcyathus,  an  island  subject  to  Athens. 
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would  not  inspire  you  with  the  least  degree  of 
vigour.  Why  then  these  embassies,  these  accu- 
"  sations,  all  this  unnecessary  trouble,  to  us  ?" — If 
they  should  say  this,  what  could  we  allege  ?  what 
answer  could  we  give  ?  I  know  not ! 

We  have  those  among  us,  who  think  a  speaker 
fully  confuted  by  asking,  •'  What  then  is  to  be 
'*  done  ?"  to  whom  I  answer,  with  the  utmost  truth 

and  justness,  "  not  what  we  are  now  doing." 

But  I  shall  be  more  explicit,  if  they  will  be  as  ready 
to  follow,  as  to  ask  advice. 

FiKST  then,  Athenians  !  be  nrmly  convinced  of 
these  truths :  That  Philip  does  commit  hostilities 
against  us,  and  has  violated  the  peace ;  (and  let  us 
210  longer  accuse  each  other  of  his  crimes;) — that 
he  is  the  implacable  enemy  of  this  whole  city,  of 
the  ground  on  which  this  city  stands,  of  every  in- 
habitant within  these  walls ;  even  of  those  who 
imagine  themselves  highest  in  his  f:ivour.  If  they 
doubt  this,  let  them  think  of  Euthycrates  and  Las- 
thenes,  the  Olynthians.  They  who  seemed  the 
nearest  to  his  heart,  the  moment  they  betrayed  their 
country,  were  distinguished  only  by  the  superior 
cruelty  of  their  death.  But  it  is  against  our  con- 
stitution that  his  arms  are  principally  directed  ;  nor, 
in  all  his  schemes,  in  all  his  actions,  hath  he  any 
thing  so  immediately  in  view,  as  to  subvert  it. 
And  there  is  in  some  sort  a  necessity  for  this.  lie 
knows  full  well,  that  his  conquests  however  great 
and  extensive,  can  never  be  secure,  while  you  con- 
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linuc  [\'ee;  but  that,  if  once  be  meets  with  any 
accident,  (and  every  man  is  subject  to  many)  all 
those  whom  he  h.alli  forced  into  liis  service  will 
instantly  revolt,  and  fly  to  you  for  protection.  For 
)ou  are  not  naturally  disposed  to  grasp  at  empire 
yourselves  ;  but  to  frustrate  the  ambitious  attempts 
of  otliers  ;  to  be  ever  ready  to  oppose  usurpation, 
and  assert  the  liberty  of  mankind":  this  is  your  pe- 
culiar character.  And  therefore  it  is  not  without 
regret  that  he  sees,  in  your  freedom,  a  spy  upon 
the  incidents  of  his  fortune.  Nor  is  this  his  rea- 
soning weak  or  trivial. 

Ix  the  first  place,  therefore,  we  are  to  consider 
him  as  the  enemy  of  our  state,  the  implaeaVjlc 
enemy  of  our  free  constitution.  Nothing  but  the 
deepest  scHse  of  this  can  give  you  a  true,  vigorous, 
and  active  spirit.  In  the  next  place,  be  assured, 
that  every  thing  he  is  now  labouring,  every  thing 
he  is  concerting,  he  is  concerting  against  our  city  ; 
and  that,  wherever  any  man  opposes  him,  he  op- 
poses an  attempt  against  these  walls.  For  none  of 
you  can  be  weak  enough  to  imagine  that  Pliilip's 
desires  are  centred  in  those  paltry  villages  of 
Tliracc;  (for  what  name  else  can  one  give  to  Dron- 
gilus,  and  Cabyle  andMastira^  and  ail  those  places 

"  For  ivhjt  r.aiuc  cisc  cm  one  giv€  (j  DrcN'^^tri,  aid  Cu/iylc,  and 
Most'irtifiic.  Dioiigilus  and  Cabyle,  however  the  orator  ifFects 
to  treat  them  with  contempt,  are  yet  inentiuucd  in  histoiy.  A» 
to  Mastirn,  it  is  entirely  unknown:  hence  Harpocration  sng-  ■ 
gested,  that  instead  ot  Masiira  we  should  read  Dastira,  a  town  of 
Thmce  of  that  i.ame,  having  been  mentioned  ih  a  his-tory  of 
Philip,  wriittn  by  Anaximenes,  a  work  a  long  liaie  lost.     Tour. 
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he  is  now  reducing  to  his  obedience  ?)  that  he  en- 
dures the  severity  of  toils  and  seasons,  and  braves 
the  utmost  dangers  for  these  ;  and  has  no  designs 
upon  the  ports,  and  the  arsenals,  and  the  navies, 
and  the  silver- mines,  and  all  the  other  revenues  of 
Athens;  but  that  he  will  leave  them  for  you  to 
enjoy;  while,  for  some  wretched  hoards  of  grain  in 
the  cells  of  Thrace,  he  takes  up  his  winter-quarters 
in  the  horrors  of  a  dungeon  =>  ?  hnpcssible  !  No;  these 
and  all  his  expeditions  are  really  intended  to  facili- 
tate the  conquest  of  Athens. 

Let  us  then  approve  ourselves  men  of  wisdom; 
and,  fully  persuaded  of  these  truths,  let  us  shake  off 
our  extravagant  and  dangerous  supineness.  Let  us 
supply  the  necessary  expences;  let  us  call  upon  our 
allies  ;  let  us  take  all  possible  measures  for  keeping 
lip  a  regular  array  :  so  that,  as  he  liath  his  force 
constantly  prepared  to  injure  and  enslave  the  Greeks, 
yours  too  may  be  ever  ready  to  protect  and  assist 
them.  If  you  depend  upon  occasional  detachments 
you  cannot  ever  expect  the  least  degree  of  success  : 
you  must  keep  an  army  constantly  on  foot,  provide 
ibr  its  maintenance,  appoint  public  treasurers,  and 
by  all  possible  means  secure  your  military  funds  : 
and,  while  these  officers  account  lor  all  disburse- 

^  In  iJic  Jiorrors  of  a  dungeon.  In  the  origiTial  it  is  in  a  Bara- 
thruvi.  There  was  a  ditch  or  cavern  in  Athens  of  that  name,  into 
which  criminals  were  precipitated.  So  that  by  this  figure  he  not 
only  represents  the  dreadful  and  deadly  nature  of  the  country,  but 
at  the  same  time  sets  Philip  in  the  light  of  a  wicked  wretch,  who 
uktrited  the  vilest  and  most  ignominious  f.itc.  Toun. 
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ments,  let  your  generals  be  liound  to  answer  for  the 
conduct  of  the  war.  Let  these  be  your  measures, 
these  your  resolutions,  and  you  will  compel  Philip 
to  live  in  the  real  observance  of  an  equitable  peace, 
and  to  confine  himself  to  his  own  kingdom,  (which 
is  mo^t  for  our  interest)  or  wc  shall  fighl  him  iipoii 
Ci|ual  terms. 

Ip  any  man  thinks  that  the  measures  I  propose 
will  require  great  cxpcucc,  and  be  attended  with 
much  toil  and  trouble,  he  thinks  justly.  Yet,  let 
him  consider  what  consequences  must  attend  the 
state,  if  these  measures  be  neglected ;  and  it  will 
appear,  that  wc  shall  really  be  gainers,  by  engaging 
heartily  in  this  cause.  Supjosc  some  god  should 
be  our  surety,  (for  no  mortal  ought  to  be  relied  on 
in  an  affair  of  such  moment.)  that,  if  we  continue 
quiet,  and  give  up  all  our  interests,  he  will  not  at 
last  turn  his  arms  again^^t  us ;  it  would  yet  be 
shameful  ;  It  would  (I  call  all  the  powers  of  hca- 
A  en  to  witness  !)  be  unworthy  of  you,  unworthy  th« 
dignity  of  your  country,  and  the  glory  of  your  an- 
cestors, to  abandon  the  rest  of  Greece  to  slavery, 
for  the  sake  of  private  case.  I,  for  my  part,  would 
die,  rather  than  propose  so  mean  a  conduct  :  how- 
tvcr,  if  there  be  any  other  person  who  will  recom- 
mend it,  be  it  so;  neglect  your  defence;  give  up 
your  interests  !  But,  if  there  be  no  such  counsellor  j 
if,  OD  the  contrary,  we  all  foresee,  that  the  fariher 
this  man  is  suffered  to  extend  his  conquests,  the 
more  formidable  and  powerful  enemy  wc  njust 
fmd   lu   him;  wiiy  this   reluctance?  why   do   we 
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delay  ?  or  when,  my  countrymen  !  will  we  per- 
form our  duty  ?  Must  some  necessity  compel  us  ? 
What  one  may  call  the  necessity  of  freemen,  not 
only  presses  us  now,  but  hath  long  since  been 
felt :  that  of  slaves,  it  is  to  be  wished,  may  ne- 
ver approach  us.  And  how  do  these  differ  ?  To  a 
freeman,  the  disgrace  of  pa&t  misconduct  is  the 
most  urgent  necessity  !  to  a  slave,  stripes  and 
bodily  pains.  Far  be  this  from  us  I  It  ought  not 
;lo  be  mentioned  ! 

I  WOULD  now  gladly  lay  before  you  the  whole 
conduct  of  certain  politicians  ;  but  I  spare  them. 
One  thing  only  I  shall  observe  :  The  moment  that 
Philip  is  mentioned,  there  is  still  one  ready  to  start 
lip,  and  cry,  "  What  a  happiness  to  live  in  peace  ! 
*^  hov»^  grievous  the  maintenance  of  a  great  army  1 
"  certain  persons  have  designs  upon  our  treasury!" 
Thus  they  delay  your  resolutions,  and  give  him 
full  liberty  to  act  as  he  pleases :  hence  you  gain 
ease  and  indulgence  for  the  present,  (which  I  fear 
mny,  at  some  time,  prove  too  dear  a  purchase  ;) 
and  these  men  recommend  themselves  to  your  fa- 
vour, and  are  well  paid  for  their  service.  Bat,  in 
my  opinion,  there  is  no  need  to  persuade  you  to 
peace,  who  sit  down  already  thoroughly  persuaded^ 
Let  it  be  recommended  to  him  who  is  committing 
hostilities  :  if  he  can  be  prevailed  on,  you  are  ready 
to  concur.  Nor  should  we  think  those  expenres 
grievous  which  our  security  requires  ;  but  llie  con- 
sequences which  must  arise,  if  such  expenccs  be  de- 
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iiicd.  1  hen,  as  to  plundering  our  treasur}-,  this 
iiuist  be  prevented  by  intrusting  it  to  proper  guar- 
dians, not  b}'  neglecting  our  affairs.  For  my  own 
part,  Athenians !  I  ani  lillcd  with  indignation, 
when  I  iind  some  persons  expressing  their  impa- 
tience, as  if  our  treasures  were  exposed  to  plunder- 
ers ;  ar.d  vi  t  utterly  unaffected  at  the  progress  of 
Philip,  who  is  successively  plundering  every  state 
of  Greece ;  and  this,  that  lie  may  at  last  fall  witb 
all  his  fury  upon  you. 

What  then  can  be  the  reason,  Athenians  !  that, 
notwithstanding  all  his  manifest  hostilities,  all  hi? 
acts  of  violence,  all  the  places  he  hath  taken  from 
a>,  these  men  will  not  acknowledge  that  he  hath 
acted  unjustly,  and  that  he  is  at  war  with  us ;  bat 
accuse  those  of  embroiling  you  in  a  war,  who  call 
upon  you  to  oppose  him,  and  to  check  his  progress  ? 
I  shall  tell  you.  That  popular  resentment  which 
may  arise  from  any  disagiecable  circumstances  with 
which  a  war  may  be  attended,  (and  it  is  necessary :, 
absolutely  necessary,  that  a  war  sh.ould  be  attended 
with  many  such  disagreeable  circumstances,)  they 
would  cast  upon  your  faithful  counsellors,  that  you 
may  pass  sentence  upon  them,  ins'ead  of  opposing 
rhilip  i  and  they  turn  accusers,  instead  of  niecting 
the  punishment  due  to  their  present  practices.  This 
is  the  meaning  of  their  clamours,  tliat  certain  per- 
sons would  involve  you  in  a  war:  hence  have  they 
raised  all  these  cavils  and  debates.  I  know*  full 
well,  that,  before  any  Atheni.m  had  ever  moved  you 
to  declare  war  against  him,  PhU^ip  had  seized^ many 
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of  our  dpminions^;  and  lialh  now  sent  assistance 
to  the  Cardians.  If  you  are  resolved  to  dissemble 
your  sense  of  his  hostilities,  he  would  be  the- 
weakest  of  mankind  if  he  attempted  to  contradict 
you.  But,  suppose  he  marches  directly  against  us, 
what  shall  we  say  in  that  case  ?  He  will  still  assure 
us,  that  he  is  not  at  war  :  such  were  his  professions 
to  the  people  of  Oreum,  when  his  forces  were  in 
the  heart  of  their  country ;  and  to  those  of  Pherazr, 
until  the  moment  that  he  attacked  their  walls  ;  and 
thus  he  at  first  amused  the  Olynthians,  until  he  had 
marched  his  army  into  their  territory.  And,  will 
you  still  insist,  even  in  such  a  case,  that  they  who 
call  upon  us  to  defend  our  country  are  embroiling 
ns  in  a  war?  Then  slavpry  is  inevitable.  There  is 
no  other  medium  betv^-ecn  an  obstinate  refusal  to 
take  arms,  on  your  part,  and  a  determined  resolu- 
tion to  attack  us,  on  the  part  of  our  enemy. 

Nor  is  the  danger  which  threatens  us  the  same 
with  that  of  other  people.  It  is  not  the  conquest 
of  Athens  which  Philip  aims  at :  no,  it  is  our  utter 
extirpation.  He  knows  full  well,  that  slavery  is  a 
state  you  would  not,  or,  if  you  were  inclined,  you 
could  not  submit  to  ;  for  sovereignty  is  become  ha- 
bitual to  you.  Nor  is  he  ignorant,  that,  at  any  un- 
favourable juncture,  you  have  more  power  to  ob- 
fetruct  his  enterprises,  than  the  whole  world  besides. 

Let  us  then  be  assured,  that  we  are  contending 
for  the  very  being  of  our  state  ;  let  this  inspire  us 
with  abhorrence  of  those  who  have  sold  themselves 
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lo  this  man  ;  and  let  them  feci  the  severity  of  pub- 
lic justice:  for  it  is  not,  it  is  not  possible  to  con- 
quer our  foreign  enemy,  until  we  have  punished 
those  ti-aitors  who  are  serving  him  within  our  walls. 
Else,  while  we  strike  on  these,  as  so  many  obstacles, 
our  enemies  must  necessarily  prove  superior  to  uSi 

• 'And  \\  hence  is  it  that  he  dares  treat  you  with 

irsolence,  (I  cannot  give  his  present  conduct  any 
other  name,)  that  he  utters  menaces  against  you, 
%vhile  on  others  he  confers  acts  of  kindness?  (to 
deceive  them  at  least,  if  for  no  other  purpose!) 
Thus,  by  heaping  favours  on  the  Thessalians,  he 
hath  reduced  them  to  their  present  slavery.  Is 
it  not  possible  to  recount  the  various  artifices  by 
which  he  abused  the  wretched  Olynthians,  from  his 
first  insidious  gift  of  Potid?ea  ?  But  now  he  seduced 
the  Thebans  to  his  party,  by  making  them  masters 
of  Bceotia,  and  easing  them  of  a  great  and  giievous 
war.  And  thus,  by  being  gratified  in  some  favour- 
ite point,  these  people  are  either  involved  in  cala- 
mities known  to  the  whole  world,  or  wait  with 
submission  for  the  moment  when  such  calamities 
are  to  fall  upon  them.  I  do  not  recount  all  that 
you  yourselves  have  lost,  Athenians !  but  in  the 
very  conclusion  of  the  peace,  how  have  you  been 
deceived  ?  how  have  you  been  despoiled  ?  Was 
not  Phocis,  was  not  Thermopylas,  were  not  our 
Thracian  dominions,  Doriscum,  Scrrium,  and  even 
our  ally  Cersoblcptes »,  all  wrested  from  us?  Is  he 

•  And  tvcn  our  ally  CersohlifUs.     The  late  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tween Philip  and  the  Athenians,  was  concluded  \nithout  jiving 
VOL.  I.  M 
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not  at  tills  time  In  possession  of  Cnrdla  ?  and  doc» 
he  not  avow  it  ?  Whence  is  it,  T  snv,  tbat  he  treats 
you  in  so  singular  a  manner  ?  Because  ours  is  tha 
only  state  where  there  is  allowed  full  liberty  to 
plead  the  cause  of  an  enemy ;  and  the  man  whp 
sells  his  country  may  harangue  securely,  at  the  very 
tiine  that  you  are  spoiled  of  your  domiiiions.  It 
^-as  not  safe  to  speak,  for  Phihp  at  Olynthus,  untij 
the  people  of  Olynthus  had  been  gained  by  the  sur- 
render of  Potida^a.  In  Thessaly,  it  was  not  safe  to 
speak  for  Philip,  until  the  Thessalians  had  been 
gained  by  the  expulsion  of  the  tyrants,  and  the  re- 
covery of  their  rank  of  Amphictyonsi  nor  could  it 
have  been  safely  attempted  at  Thebes,  before  he 
had  restored  Boeotia,  and  extirpated  the  Phocians. 
But  at  Athens,  although  he  hath  robbed  us  of  Am- 
phipolis,  and  the  territory  of  Cardia  ;  though  he 
awes  us  with  his  fortitieations  in  Euboea  ;  though 
he  be  now  upon  his  march  to  Byzantium^ ;  yet  his 
partizans  may  speak  for  Philip  without  any  danger. 
Hence  some  of  them,  from  the  meanest  property, 
have  on  a  sudden  risen  to  afUuence ;  some,  from 
obscurity  and  disgrace,  to  eminence  and  honour : 
while  you,  on  the  contrary,  from  glory,  have  sunk 
into  meanness  ;   from  riches,  to  poverty ;  for  th« 

Cersobleptcs  (then  in  alliance  with  Athens)  an  opportunity  of  ac- 
ceding to  it :  nor  was  any  provision  made  by  it  for  his  security 
and  protection.  By  this  means  Philip  found  himself  at  liberty 
to  turn  his  arms  against  him,  and  a  few  years  after  drove  hina 
from  his  kingdomj  and  obliged  him  to  become  his  tributary. 

*  To  Bjxanthm.    S««  the  introduction  to  th«  following  ©ra- 
tion. 
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riches  of  a  state  I  take  to  be  its  allies,  its  credit,  its 
connexions  ;  in  all  which  you  are  poor.  And  by 
3'our  neglect  of  these,  by  your  utter  insensibility  to 
your  wrongs,  he  is  beconne  fortunate  and  great,  the 
terror  of  Greeks  and  Barbarians ;  and  you  aban- 
doned and  despised  ;  splendid  indeed  is  the  abun- 
dance ^  of  your  markets ;  but,  as  to  any  real  pro- 
vision for  your  security,  ridiculously  deficient. 

There  are  some  orators,  I  find,  who  view  your 
interests  and  their  own  in  a  quite  different  light; 
They  would  persuade  you  to  continue  quiet,  what- 
ever injuries  are  offered  to  you:  they  themselves 
cannot  be  quiet,  though  no  one  offers  them  the 
least  injury.  When  one  of  these  men  rises,  I  am 
sure  to  hear,  "What!  will  you  not  propose  your 
*'  decree  ?  will  you  not  venture  ?  No ;  you  are 
'*  timid,  you  want  true  spirit."— • — I  own,  indeed,  I 

^  Splendid  indeed  is  the  ahundance,  &c.  They  Who  opposed 
Philip's  interest  in  the  Athenian  assembly,  were  ever  urging  the 
fallen  condition  of  their  country,  and  the  dishonour  of  suffering 
another  power  to  wrest  that  pre-eminence  from  her  which  had 
been  enjoyed  for  ages.  The  speakers  on  the  other  side  at  first 
affected  to  despise  the  power  of  Philip,  or  insisted  on  the  sin- 
cerity and  uprightness  of  his  intentions.  But  noWj  when  the 
flanger  became  fob  apparent,  and  his  designs  too  flagrant  to  bs 
dissembled,  it  appears  that  they  had  recourse  to  other  arguments.. 
They  endeavoured  to  confine  the  views  of  the  Athenians  to  what 
passed  within  their  own  walls  j  displayed  the  advantages  of  their 
trade,  the  flourishing  state  of  their  commerce  j  and  perhaps  re- 
commended it  as  their  true  policy,  to  att6id  only  to  these,  with- 
out making  themselves  a  party  in  the  quarrels  of  others,  or  load-' 
ing  the  state  with  the  expence  of  maintaining  wars  to  iupport 
the  power  and  interest  of  foreigners. 
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am  not,  nor  would  I  choose  to  be  a  bold,  an  Jm- 
portunate,  an  audacious  speaker.  And  yet,  if  I 
mistake  not,  I  liavc  more  real  courage  than  they 
"who  manage  your  affairs  with  this  rash  hardiness. 
'  For  he  who,  neglecting  the  public  interests,  is  en- 
gaged only  in  trials,  in  confiscations,  in  rewarding, 
in  accusing,  doth  not  act  from  any  principle  of 
courage;  but  as  he  never  speaks  but  to  gain  your 
favour,  never  proposes  measures  that  are  attended 
with  the  least  hazard  :  in  this  he  has  a  jjledge  of  his 
security  ;  and  therefore  he  is  daring.  But  he  who 
for  his  country's  good,  oftentimes  opposes  your  in- 
clinations ;  who  gives  the  most  sahuar)-,  though 
not  always  the  most  agreeable  counsel ;  \\  ho  pur- 
sues those  measures  whose  success  depends  more 
on  fortune  than  on  prudence,  and  is  yet  willing  to 
be  accountable  for  the  event ;  this  is  the  man  of 
courage,  this  is  the  true  patriot  :  not  they  who,  hy 
flattering  your  passions,  have  lost  the  most  import- 
ant interests  of  the  state:  men  whom  I  am  so  far 
from  imitating,  or  deeming  citizens  of  worth,  that 
«hould  this  question  be  proposed  to  me,  "  What 
**  services  have  you  done  your  country  r"  although 
I  might  recount  the  galleys  I  have  fitted  out,  and 
the  public  entertainments  I  have  exhibited  %  and  th© 

*  The  public  cniertainmaUs  J  hcwe  cxJiihiied.  In  the  original,  it 
is  the  offices  of  Chorcgui  that  I  ha\e  discharged.  Each  of  \\\t 
ten  tribes  of  Athens  had  their  bauds  of  musicians  to  perform  in 
the  feasts  of  Bacchus,  together  with  a  poet,  to  compose  the  liymn* 
and  other  pieces  :  and  these  bands  contended  for  a  prize.  The 
feasts  were  exhibited  with  great  maguiticence  j  and  in  order  to 
defray  the  charges,  they  appointed  the  ricJbcst  ciii/cns  out  of  cacb 
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contributions  I  have  paid,  and  the  captives  I  have 
ransomed  %  and  many  like  acts  of  benevolence,  I 
would  yet  pass  them  all  by,  and  only  say,  that  my 
public  conduct  hath  ever  been  directly  opposite  to 
theirs.  I  might,  like  them,  have  turned  accuser, 
have  distributed  rewards  and  punishments  ;  but  this 
is  a  part  I  never  assumed:  my  inclinations  were 
averse  ;  nor  could  wealth  or  honours  prompt  me  to 
it.  No  ;  I  >jonfine  myself  to  such  counsels  as  have 
sunk  my  reputation ;  but,  if  pursued,  must  raise 
the  reputation  of  my  country.  Thus  much  I  may 
be  allowed  to  say,  without  exposing  myself  to  envy. 
1  should  not  have  thought  myself  a  good  ci- 
tizen, had  I  proposed  such  measures  as  would  have 
made  me  the  first  among  my  countrymen,  but  re- 
duced you  to  the  last  of  states  :  on  the  contra rjr,  the 
faithful  minister  should  raise  the  glory  of  'his 
country;  and,  upon  all  occasions,  advise  the  most 
salutary,  not  the  easiest  measures.  To  these, 
nature  itself  inclines  -,  those  are  not  to  be  promoted, 
but  by  the  utmost  efforts  of  a  m  ise  and  faithful 
-counsellor. 

I    HAVE    heard   it  objected,  "  that  indeed  I  ever 
"  speak  with  reason  ;  yet  still  this  is  no  more  than 

tribe  (or  sometimes  he  offered  himself)  to  exhibit  them  at  his 
own  cost.  He  was  caUed  the  Clioregus ;  and,  if  his  band  gained 
the  prize,  his  name  was  inscribed,  together  with  those  of  the 
tribe  and  the  poet,  upon  the  va.se  j  whicii  was  the  rewa;d  of  tha 
conquerors.  Tour. 

*  The  captives  I  /lave  ransomed.     See  the  preface  to  the  Oia- 
tion  on  the  Peace. 
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**'  words :  that  the  state  requh'es  something  more 
"  efFectualj  some  vigorous  actions."  Upon  which 
I  shall  give  my  sentiments,  without  the  least  re- 
serve. The  sole  business  of  a  speaker  is.  in  my 
opinion,  to  propose  the  course  you  are  to-  pursue. 
This  were  easy  to  be  proved.  You  know,  that 
when  the  great  Timotheus  moved  you  to  defend 
the  Euboeans,  against  the  tyranny  of  Thebes,  he 
addressed  you  thus :  **  What,  my  countrymen ! 
"  when  the  Thebans  are  actually  in  the  island,  are 
*'  you  deliberating  what  is  to  be  done  ?  what  part 
"  to  be  taken  ?  Will  you  not  cover  the  seas  with 
"  your  navies  ?  vv'hy  are  you  not  at  the  Pkaeus  ? 
"  why  are  you  not  embarked  ?" — Thus  Timotheus 
advised  ;  thus  you  acted  ;  and  success  ensued.  But 
had  he  spoken  with  the  same  spirit,  and  had  your 
indolence  prevailed,  and  his  advice  been  rejected, 
would  the  slate  have  had  the  same  success  ?  By  no 
means.  And  so,  in  the  present  case;  vigour  and 
execution  is  your  part ;  from  your  speakers  you  are 
only  to  expect  wisdom  and  integrity. 

I  SHALL  just  give  the  summary  of  my  opinion, 
and  then  descend.  You  should  raise  supplies,  you 
should  keep  up  your  present  forces,  and  reform 
whatever  abuses  may  be  found  in  them  (not  break 
them  entirely  upon  the  lirst  complaint).  You 
should  send  ambassadors  into  all  parts,  to  reform, 
to  remonstrate,  to  exert  all  their  efforts  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  strate.  But,  above  all  things,  let  those 
corrupt  ministers  feel  the  severest  punishment ;  let 
them,  at  all  times^  and  in  all  places,  be  the  objects 
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of  your  abhorrence;  that  wise  and  falihful  coun- 
sellors may  appear  to  have  consulted  their  own  in- 
terests, as  well  as  that  of  others. — If  you  will  act 
thus,  if  you  will  shake  otf  this  indolence,  perhaps, 
even  yet,  perliaj^s,  we  may  promise  ourselves  some 
good  fortune.  But  if  you  only  just  exert  yourselves 
in  acclamations  and  applauses,  and  when  any  thing 
is  to  be  done,  sink  again  into  your  supincness,  I  do 
not  see  how  all  the  wisdom  in  the  world  can  save 
ihe  state  from  ruin,  when  you  deny  your  assistance. 
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THE  former  oration  had  its  efFect.     For,  In- 
stead of  punishing  Diopithes,  the  Athenians  sup- 
phed  him  with  money,  in  order  to  put  him  in  a 
condition  of  continuing  his  expeditions.    In  the 
mean  time   Phihp  pursued  his  Thraoian  con- 
quests,   and    made    himself  master    of  several 
places,  which,   though   of  little  importance  in 
themselves,  yet  opened  him  a  way  to  the  cities 
of  the  Propontis,   and  above  all   to  Byzantium, 
which  he  had  always  intended  to  annex  to  his 
dominions.     He  at  first  tried   the  way  of  nego- 
tiation, in  order  to  gain  the  Byzantines  into  the 
number  of  his  allies  ;  but  this  proving  ineffec- 
tual, he  resolved  to  proceed  in  another  manner. 
He  had  a  party  in  the  city,  at  w  hose  head  was 
the  orator  Python,  that  engaged  to  deliver  him 
up  one  of  the  gates:  but,  while  he  was  on  hig 
march  towards  the  city,  the  conspiracy  was  dis- 
covered, w  hich  immediately  determined  him  to 
take  another  route,     Plis  sudden  countermarch, 
mtendcd  to  conceal  the  crime  of  Python,  really 
served  to  confirm  it.     He  was  brought  to  trial ; 
l)ut  the  credit,  and  the  presents  of  Philip,   pre^ 
vailed  to  save  him. 
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The  efforts  of  the  Athenians  to  support  their 
interests  in  Euboea,  and  the  power  which  Phi- 
lip had  acquired  there,  and  which  every  day  in- 
creased, had  entirely  destroyed  the  tranquiUity 
of  this  island.  The  people  of  Oreum,  divided 
by  the  Athenian  and  Macedonian  factions,  were 
on  the  point  of  breaking  out  into  a  civil  war, 
when,  under  pretence  of  restoring  their  peace, 
Philip  sent  them  a  body  of  a  thousand  forces, 
under  the  command  of  Hipponicus  ;  which  soon 
determined  the  superiority  to  his  side.  Philis- 
tides,  a  tyrant,  who  had  grown  old  in  factions 
and  public  contests,  was  entrusted  with  the  go- 
vernment of  Oreum,  which  he  administered 
with  all  possible  severity  and  cruelty  to  those  in 
the  Athenian  interest ;  while  the  other  states  of 
the  island  were  also  subjected  to  other  Mace- 
donian governors.  Callias,  the  Chalcidian, 
whose  inconstancy  had  made  him  espouse  the 
interests  of  Athens,  of  Thebes,  and  Macedon, 
successively,  now  returned  to  his  engagements 
with  Athens.  He  sent  deputies  thither  to  desire 
assistance,  and  to  prevail  on  the  Athenians  to 
make  some  vigorous  attempt  to  regain  their 
power  in  Euboea. 

In  the  mean  time  the  king  of  Persia,  alarmed 
by  the  accounts  of  Philip's  growing  power,  made 
use  of  all  the   influence  which  his  gold  could 
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gain  at  Athens,  to  engage  the  Athenians  to  act 
openly  agahist  an  enemy  equally  suspected  by 
them  both.  Tills  circumstance  perhaps  dis- 
posed them  to  give  the  greater  attention  to  the 
following  oration. 
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Though  we  have  heard  a  great  deal,  (Athenians !) 
in  almost  every  assembly,  of  those  acts  of  violence 
which  Phihp  hath  been  committing,  ever  since  his 
treaty,  not  against  ours  only,  but  the  other  states  of 
Greece  ;  though  all  (I  am  confident)  are  ready  to 
acknowledge,  even  they  who  fail  in  the  perform- 
ance, that  we  should  every  one  of  us,  exert  our 
efforts,  in  council  and  in  action,  to  oppose  and  to 
chastise  his  insolence ;  yet,  to  such  circumstances 
are  you  reduced  by  your  supincness,  that,  I  fear, 
(shocking  as  it  is  to  say,  yet)  that,  had  we  all  agreed 
to  propose,  and  you  to  embrace  such  measures,  as 
would  most  effectually  ruin  our  affairs,  they  could 
not  have  been  more  distressed  than  at  present.  And 
to  this,  perhaps,  a  variety  of  causes  have  conspired ; 
nor  could  we  have  been  thus  affected  by  one  or  two. 
But,  upon  a  strict  and  just  inquiry,  you  will  find  it 
principally  owing  to  those  orators,  who  study  rather 
to  gain  your  favour,  than  to  advance  your  interests. 
Some  of  whom  (attentive  only  to  the  means  of 
establishing  their  own  reputation  and  power)  never 
extend  their  thoughts  beyond  the  present  moment, 
and  therefore  think  that  your  views  are  equally 
•Quiiiied.     Others,  by  their  accusations  and  invee^ 
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lives  against  those  at  the  head  of  affairs^  labour  only 
to  make  the  state  inflict  seventy  upon  itself;  that, 
while  we  are  thus  engaged,  Phihp  may  have  full 
power  of  speaking  and  of  acting  as  he  pleases. 
Such  are  now  the  usual  methods  of  our  statesmen^ 
and  hence  all  our  errors  and  disorders. 

Let  me  intreat  you,  my  countrymen,  that  if  I 
speak  some  truths  with  boldness,  I  may  not  be  ex- 
posed to  your  resentment.  Consider  this  :  on  other 
occasions,  you  account  liberty  of  speech  so  general 
a  privilege  of  all  within  your  walls,  that  aliens  and 
slaves  ^  are  allowed  to  share  it.  So  that  many  do- 
mestics may  be  found  among  you,  speaking  their 
thoughts  with  less  reserve  than  citizens  in  some 
other  states.  But  from  your  councils  you  have 
utterly  banished  it.  And  the  consequence  is  this : 
*  1  your  assemblies,  as  you  hsten  only  to  be  pleased, 
you  meet  with  flattery  and  indulgence :  in  the  cir- 

a  Aliens  and  slaves.  The  Athenians  piqued  themselves  upott 
being  the  most  independent  and  most  humane  of  all  people. 
With  them  a  stranger  had  liberty  of  speaking  as  he  pleased,  pro- 
vided he  let  nothing  escape  him  against  the  government.  So 
far  were  they  from  admitting  him  into  their  public  deliberations, 
that  a  citizen  was  not  permitted  to  touch  on  state  atTaIrs  in  the 
presence  of  an  alien.  Their  slaves  enjoyed  a  proportionable  de- 
gree of  indulgence.  The  Saturnalia,  when  they  w^ere  allowed  to 
assume  the  character  of  masters,  was  originally  an  Athenian  in- 
stitution, and  adopted  at  Rome  by  Numa.  At  Sparta  and  Thes- 
saly,  on  the  contrary,  slaves  were  treated  with  such  severity,  as 
obliged  them  frequently  to  revolt.  The  humanity  of  Athena 
had  its  reward  j  for  their  slaves  did  them  considerable  service  on 
several  occasions  5  at  Marathon,  in  the  war  of  Egioa,  and  at 
Arginusae. 
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cumstances  of  public  affairs,  you  find  yourselves 
threatened  with  the  extremity  of  danger.  If  yoa 
have  still  the  same  dispositions,  I  must  be  silent :  it  . 
you  will  attend  to  your  true  interests,  without  ex-  j 
j^ccting  to  be  flattered,  I  am  ready  to  speak.  For 
although  our  affairs  arc  wretchedly  situated,  though 
our  inactivity  hath  occasioned  many  losses,  yet,  by 
proper  vigour  and  resolution,  you  may  still  repair 
them  all.  What  I  am  now  going  to  advance  may 
possibly  appear  incredible  i  yet  it  is  a  certain  truth. 
The  greatest  of  all  our  past  misfortunes  is  a  cir- 
cumstance the  most  favourable  to  our  future  ex- 
pectations. And  what  is  this  ?  That  the  present 
difficulties  are  really  owing  to  our  utter  disregard 
of  cveiy  thing  whicli  in  any  degree  affected  our  in- 
terests. For,  were  we  thus  situated,  in  spite  of 
every  effort  which  our  duty  demanded,  then  we 
should  regard  our  fortune  as  absolutely  desperate. 
But  now  Philip  hath  conquered  your  supineness 
and  inactivity}  the  state  he  hath  not  conquered. 
Nor  have  you  been  defeated  j  your  force  hath  not 
even  been  exerted. 

Were  it  generally  acknowledged  that  Philip  was 
at  war  with  the  state,  and  had  really  violated  the 
peace,  the  only  point  to  be  considered  would  then 
be,  how  to  oppose  him  with  the  greatest  case  and 
safely.  But,  since  there  are  persons  so  strangely 
infatuated,  that,  although  he  be  still  extending  his 
conquests,  although  lie  hath  possessed  himself  of  a 
considerable  part  of  our  dominions,  although  ail 
mankind  have   suffered  by  his   injustice,  they  can 
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yet  hear  it  repeated  in  this  assembly,  that  it  is  some 
of  us  who  are  embroiHng  the  state  in  war.  This 
suggestion  must  first  be  guarded  against,  else  there 
is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  man  who  moves 
you  to  oppose  your  adversary,  may  incur  the  cen- 
sure of  being  the  author  of  the  war. 

And,  first  of  all,  I  lay  down  this  as  certain  :  if  it 
were  in  our  power  to  determine  whether  we  should 
beat  peace  or  war;  if  peace  (that  I  may  begin 
with  this)  w^ere  wholly  dependent  upon  the  option 
of  the  state,  there  is  no  doubt  but  we  should  em- 
brace it.  And  I  expect,  that  he  who  asserts  it  is, 
will,  without  attempting  to  prevaricate,  draw  up 
his  decree  in  form,  and  propose  it  to  your  accept- 
ance. But  if  the  other  party  hath  drawn  the  sword 
and  gathered  his  armies  round  him. ;  if  he  amuse  us 
with  the  name  of  peace,  while  he  really  proceeds  to 
all  kinds  of  hostilities,  what  remains  but  to  oppose 
him  ?  To  make  professions  of  peace,  indeed,  like 
him ; — if  this  be  agreeable  to  you,  I  acquiesce. 
But  if  any  man  takes  that  for  peace,  which  is  en- 
abling him,  after  all  his  other  conquests,  to  lead  his 
forces  hither,  his  mind  must  be  disordered :  at 
least,  it  is  our  conduct  only  towards  him,  not  his 
towards  us,  that  must  be  called  a  peace.  But  this 
it  is  for  which  all  Philip's  treasures  are  expended,  that 
he  should  carry  on  the  war  against  you,  but  that 
you  should  make  no  war  on  him. — Should  we 
continue  thus  inactive,  till  he  declares  himself  our 
enemy,  we  should  be  the  weakest  of  mortals.  This 
he  would  not  do,  although  he  were  in  the  heart  of 
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x^ttica,  even  at  the  Piraeus,  if  we  may  judge  from 
his  behaviour  to  others.  For  it  was  not  till  he 
came  within  a  few  miles*  of  Olynthus  that  he  de- 
clared that  "  either  the  Olynthians  must  quit  their 
*'  city,  or  he  his  kingdom."  Had  he  been  accused 
of  this  at  any  time  before,  he  would  have  resented 
it,  and  ambassadors  must  have  been  dispatched  to 
justify  their  master.  In  like  manner,  while  he  was 
moving  towards  thePhociansi  he  still  affected  to 
regard  them  as  allies  and  friends:  nay,  there  were 
actually  ambassadors  from  Phocis,  w^ho  attended 
him  in  his  march ;  and  among  us  were  many  who 
insisted  that  this  march  portended  no  good  to 
Thebes.  Not  long  since,  when  he  went  into  Thes- 
saly,  with  all  the  appearance  of  amity,  he  possessed 
himself  of  Pher^E.  And  it  is  but  now  he  told  the 
wretched  people  of  Oreum,  that  he  had,  in  all  af- 
fection, sent  some  forces  to  inspect  their  affairs  :  for 
that  he  heard  they  laboured  under  disorders  and 
seditions ;  and  that  true  friends  and  alUes  should 
not  be  absent  upon  such  occasions.  And  can  you 
imagine  that  he  who  chose  to  make  use  of  artifice, 
rather  than  open  force,  against  enemies  by  no  means 
able  to  distress  him,  who  at  most  could  but  have 
defended  themselves  against  him,  that  he  will 
openly  proclaim  his  hostile  designs  against  yon  ; 
and  this,  when  you  yourselves  obstinately  shut  your 
eyes  against  them  ?  Impossible  !  He  would  be  the 
absurdest  of  mankind,  if,  while  his  outrages  pass 

*Aftnu  miles,  &c.     In   the  original,  y^y/-/;'  i/^J/a,  abouc  five 
miles, 

N  2 
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unnoticed,  while  you  are  wholly  engaged  in  accus- 
ing some  among  yourselves,  and  endeavouring  to 
bring  them  to  a  trial,  he  should  put  an  end  to  your 
private  contests,  warn  you  to  direct  all  your  zeal 
against  him,  and  so  deprive  his  pensioners  of  their 
most  specious  pretence  for  suspending  your  reso- 
lutions, that  of  his  not  being  at  war  with  the  state. 
Heavens !  is  there  any  man  of  a  right  mind,  who 
would  judge  of  peace  or  war  by  words,  and  not  by 
actions  ?  Surely  no  man.  To  examine  then  the  actions 
of  Philip. — When  the  peace  was  just  concluded, 
before  ever  Diopithes  had  received  his  commission, 
or  those  in  the  Chersonesus  had  been  sent  out,  he 
possessed  himself  of  Serrium  and  Doriscum,  and 
obliged  the  forces  our  general  had  stationed  in  the 
citadel  of  Serrium  and  the  Sacred  Mount  to  evacu- 
ate these  places.  From  these  proceedings,  w^hat 
are  we  to  judge  of  him  ?  The  peace  he  had  ratified 

by  the  most  solemn  oaths. And  let  it  not  be 

asked  %  of  what  moment  is  all  this?  or  how  is  the 
state  affected  by  it  ?  Whether  these  things  be  of  no 
moment,  or  whether  we  are  affected  by  them  or  no, 
is  a  question  of  another  nature.  Let  the  instance 
of  violation  be  great  or  small,  the  sacred  obligation 
of  faith  and  justice  is,  in  all  instances,  the  same. 

But  farther:  when  he  sends  his  forces  into  the 
Chersonesus,  which  the  KING,   which  every  state 

*  Let  it  not  he  ashed,  Sec.  The  partisans  of  Philip  affected  to 
speak  with  contempt  of  tliese  places.  To  deny  the  right  of 
Athens  to  them  was  dangerous  and  unpopular ;  they  therefore 
endeavoured  to  represent  them  as  beneath  the  public  regard. 
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of  Greece  acknowledged  to  be  oure;  when  he  con- 
fessedly assists  our  enemies,  and  braves  us  with  such 
letters,  what  arc  his  intentions  ?  for  they  say  he  is 
not  at  war  with  us.     P^or  my  own  part,  so  far  am  I 
from  acknowlcdtring  such  conduct  to  be  consistent 
with  his  treaty,  that   1  declare,  that  by  his  attack  of 
the  Megareans,  by  his  attempts  upon  the  liberty  ol 
Eubcea,  by  his  late  incursion   into  Thrace,  by  his 
practices  in  Peloponnesus,  and  by  his  constant  re- 
course to  the  power  of  arms,  in  all  his  transactions, 
he  has  violated  the  treaty,  and  is  at  war  with  you, 
unless  you  will  affirm,  that  he  who  prepares  to  in- 
vest a  city  is  still  at  peace,  until  the  walls  be  ac- 
tually assaulted.     You  cannot,   surely,  affirm   it ! 
He  whose  designs,  whose  whole  conduct,  tends  to 
reduce  me  to  subjection,  that  man  is  at  w\ar  with 
me,  though  not  a  blow  hath  yet  been  given,  nor  one 
weapon  drawn.     And,  if  any  accident  should  hap- 
pen, to  what  dangers  must  you  be  exposed!  The 
Hellespont  will  be  no  longer  yours :  your  enemy 
will  become  master  of  Megara  and  Euboea  :  the 
Peloponncsians  will  be  gained  over  to  his  intercsf. 
And  shall  I  say,  that  the  man  who   is  thus  raising 
his  engines,   and  preparing  to  slorm  the  city,  that 
he  is  at  peace  with  you  ?  No  :  from   that  day  in 
which  Phocis   fell  beneath  his  arms,  I  date  his  hos- 
tilities against  you.      If  you   will  instantly  oppose 
him,  I  pronounce   you  wise;  if  you  delay,  it  will 
not  be  in  your  power  when  you  are  inclined.    And 
so  far,    Athenians!  do   I   diifcr  from   some   other 
speakers,  that  I  think  it  now^  no  time   to  debate 
about  the  Cher^oncsus  or  Bvzantiumi  but  that  wc 

n3 
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should  immediately  send  reinforcements,  and  guard 
these  places  from  all  accidents,  supply  the  generals 
stationed  there  with  every  thing  they  stand  in  need 
of,  and  extend  our  care  tQ.all  the  Greeks,  now  in  the 
greatest  and  most  imminent  danger.  Let  me  en- 
treat your  attention,  while  I  explain  the  reasons 
which  induce  me  to  be  apprehensive  of  this  danger: 
that,  if  they  are  just,  you  may  adopt  them^  and  be 
provident  of  your  own  interests  at  least,  if  those  of 
others  do  not  affect  you  :  or,  if  they  appear  frivo- 
lous and  impertinent,  you  may  now,  and  ever  here- 
after, neglect  me  as  a  man  of  an  unsound  mind. 

That  Philip,  from  a  mean  and  inconsiderable 
origin,  hath  advanced  to  greatness ;  that  suspicion 
and  faction  divide  all  the  Greeks ;  that  it  is  more 
to  be  admired  that  he  sliould  become  so  powerful 
from  what  he  was,  than  that  now,  after  such  ac- 
cessions of  stiength,  he  should  accomplish  all  his 
ambitious  schemes  :  these,  and  other  like  points 
which  might  be  dwelt  upon,  I  choose  to  pass  over. 
But  there  is  one  concession,  which,  by  the  influence 
of  your  example,  all  men  have  made  to  him,  which 
hath  heretofore  been  the  cause  of  all  the  Grecian 
wars.  And  what  is  this  ?  an  absolute  power  to  act 
as  he  pleases,  thus  to  harass  and  plunder  every  state 
of  Greece  succcssivel}',  to  invade  and  to  enslave 
their  cities.  jYou  held  the  sovereignty  of  Greece 
seventy-three  years  ^^r  the  Lacedemonians  com- 
manded for   the  space  of  twenty-nine  years  ^ :  and 

^  Seventy-three  years.     See  a  note  on  Olynth.  2.  p.  105. 

"^  T-wcnty-n'ine years.    That  is^  from  the  destruction  of  Athen.* 
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in  these  latter  times,  after  the  battle  of  Leuctra,  the 
Thebans  were  in  some  degree  of  eminence.  Yet 
neither  to  you,  nor  to  the  Tlicbans,  nor  to  the  La- 
cedemonians, did  the  Greeks  ever  grant  tliis  un- 
controulcd  power:  far  from  it.  On  the  contrary, 
when  you,  or  rather  the  Athenians  of  that  age, 
seemed  to  treat  some  persons  not  with  due  mode- 
ration, it  was  universally  resolved  to  take  up  arms  ; 
even  they  who  had  no  private  complaints  espoused 
the  cause  of 'the  injured.  And,  when  the  Lacede- 
monians succeeded  to  your  power,  the  moment  that 
they  attempted  to  enlarge  their  sway,  and  to  make 
such  changes  in  affairs  as  betrayed  their  ambitious 
designs,  they  were  opposed  by  all,  even  by  those 
who  were  not  immediately  affected  by  their  con- 
duct. But  why  do  I  speak  of  others  ?  we  ourselves 
and  the  Lacedemonians,  though  from  the  first  we 
could  allege  no  injuries  against  each  other,  yet,  to 
redress  the  injured,  thought  ourselves  bound  to 
draw  the  sword.  And  all  the  faults  of  the  Lace- 
demonians in  their  thirty  years,  and  of  our  ancestors 
in  their  seventy  years,  do  not  amount  to  the  out- 
rages which  Philip  hath  committed  against  the 
Greeks,  w-ilhin  less  than  thirteen  years  of  power  % 

by  Lysander,  in  the  last  year  of  ilie  93d  Olympiad,  to  the  first 
var  in  which  the  Athenians,  when  re-established  by  Xpnon, 
engaged  against  Sparta,  to  free  thcnoselves  and  the  other  Greeks 
from  the  Spartan  yoke,  in  the  last  year  of  the  lOOth  Olympiad. 

Touu. 

^Thirteen  years  of  po-wcr.  Philip  had  now  reigned  nineteen 
years.  But^  being  at  first  engaged  in  wars  with  his  neighbours, 
he  did  not  begin  to  make  any  considerable  figure  in  Greece  until 
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or  rather  do  not  all  make  up  the  smallest  part  of 
them.     This  I  shall  easily  prove  in  a  few  words. 

Olynthus,  and  Methone,  and  ApoUonia,  and 
the  two-and-thirty  cities  of  Thrace,  I  pass  all  over, 
every  one  of  which  felt  such  severe  effects  of  his 
cruelty,  that  an  observer  could  not  easily  determine 
whether  any  of  them  had  ever  been  inhabited  or 
no.  The  destruction  of  the  Phocians,  a  people  so 
considerable,  shall  also  pass  unnoticed.  But,  thmk 
on  the  condition  of  the  Thessalians.  Hath  he  not 
subverted  their  states  and  cities  ? — hath  he  not 
established  his  tetrarchs  over  them,  that  not  only 
single  towns,  but  whole  countries^  might  pay  him 
vassalage  ? — are  not  the  states  of  Eubcea  in  the 
hands  of  tyrants,  and  this  in  an  island  bordering  on 
Thebes  and  Athens  ? — are  not  these  the  express 
words  of  his  letters,  "  they  who  are  willing  to  obey 
*'  me  may  expect  peace  from  me  ?"  And  he  not 
only  writes,  but  confirms  his  menaces  by  actions. 
He  marches  directly  to  the  Hellespont ;  but  just 
before   he  attacked  Ambracia ;  Elis '',  one  of  the 

the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  when,  after  the  taking  of  Methone, 
lie  expelled  the  tyrants  of  Thessaly,  and  cut  oft"  the  Phocian 
army  commanded  by  Onomarchus.  From  this  period  Demos- 
thenes begins  his  computation.  Touk. 

=  W/iok  coimtries,  'kc  The  word  in  the  original  signifies  a 
number  of  different  people  dependent  on  one  principal  state  or 
city. 

b  Wis,  &c.  He  made  himself  master  of  this  place  by  treaty, 
not  by  force  of  arras.     Elis  entered  into  the  league  of  the  Am- 
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chief  cities  of  Peloponnesus,  is  in  his  possession  ; 
not  long  since  he  entertained  designs  against  Me- 
gara.  All  Greece,  all  the  barbarian  world,  is  too 
narrow  lor  this  man's  ambition.  And  though  we 
Greeks  see  and  hear  all  this,  we  send  no  embassies 
to  each  other,  wc  express  no  resentment;  but  into 
such  wretchedness  arc  we  sunk,  (blocked  up  with- 
\n  our  several  cities,)  that  even  to  this  day,  we 
have  not  been  able  to  perform  the  least  part  of 
that,  whi(  h  our  interest  or  our  duty  demanded ;  to 
engage  in  any  associations,  or  to  form  any  confede- 
racies ;  but  look  with  unconcern  upon  this  man's 
growing  power,  each  fondly  imagining,  (as  far  as  I 
can  judge)  that  the  time  in  which  another  is  de- 
stroyed is  gained  to  him,  williout  ever  consulting  or 
acting  for  the  cause  of  Greece;  although  no  man 
can  be  ignorant  that,  like  tlie  regular  periodic  re- 
turn of  a  'fcver^  or  other  disorder,  he  is  coming 
upon  those  who  think  themselves  most  remote  from 
danger. 

You  arc  also  sensible,  that  whatever  injuries 
the  Greeks  suffered  by  the  Lacedemonians,  or  by  us, 
they  suffered  by  the  true  sons  of  Greece.  And  one 
may  consider  it  in  this  light.  Suppose  a  lawful 
heir,  born  to  an  affluence  of  fortune,  should,  in 
some  instances,  be  guilty  of  misconduct ;  he  indeed 
lies  open  to  thejustcst  censure  and  reproach  ;  yet 

phictyons,  by  which  Philip  was  acknowledjpd  as  (heir  chief  j  and 
roaintained  its  freedom  till  after  the  death  of  Alexander. 

Toua. 
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it  cannot  be  said  that  he  hath  lavished  a  fortune  to 
which  he  had  no  claim,  no  right  of  inheritance. 
But,  should  a  slave,  should  a  pretended  son,  waste 
those  possessions  which  really  belonged  to  others, 
how  much  more  heinous  would  it  be  thought  1 
how  much  more  worthy  of  resentment  1  And  shall 
not  Philip  and  his  actions  raise  the  like  indigna- 
tion ?  he,  who  is  not  only  no  Greek,  no  way  allied 
to  Greece,  but  sprung  from  a  part  of  the  barbarian 
world,  unworthy  to  be  named  :  a  vile  Macedonian  ; 
where  formerly  we  could  not  find  a  flave  fit  to  pur- 
chase. And,  hath  his  insolence  known  any  bounds  ? 
Besides  the  destruction  of  cities,  doth  he  not  ap- 
point the  Pythian  games  %  the  common  entertain- 
ment of  Greece  :  and,  if  absent  himself,  send  his 
slaves  to  preside  ?  Is  he  not  mastei:  of  Thermopylae  ? 
Are  not  the  passes  into  Greece  possessed  by  his 
guards  and  mercisnaries  ?  Hath  he  not  assumed  the 
honours  of  the  teiliple'',  in  opposition  to  our  claim, 
to  that  of  the  Thessalians,  that  of  the  Doreans,  and 

a  The  Pythian  games,  tie.  To  this  honour  he  was  admitted  by 
being  made  an  Amphictyon,  and  declared  head  of  the  sacred 
league.  By  his  slaves,  we  are  to  understand  no  more  than  his 
subjects  :  for  those  old  rppublicans  affected  to  speak  thus  of  the 
subjects  of  every  king  or  tyrant.  Tour,  and  Oliv. 

^  TIlc  ho7iours  of  the  temple,  &;c.  U^oiJ.avleiav,  the  right  of  pre- 
cedency in  consulting  the  oracle  of  Delphos.  This  the  Phocians 
had  enjoyed,  as  being  in  possession  of  the" temple:  and  Philip 
was  invested  with  it,  as  well  as  their  other  privileges.  It  was 
thought  of  considerable  consequence  by  the  Greeks,  as  appears 
from  the  first  article  of  a  peace  made  between  the  Athenians  and 
the  allies  of  Lacedcmon.     See  Thucyd.  B.  5.  Tour, 
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of  the  other  Amphictyons  ;  honours,  to  which  even 
the  Greeks  do  not  all  pretend  ?  Doth  he  not  send 
out  his  forces,  some  to  Porthmus,  to  expel  the 
Eretrian  colony  ;  some  to  Orcum,  to  make  Philis- 
lides  tyrant  ?  And  yet  the  Greeks  see  all  this  with- 
out the  least  impnlicnee.  Just  as  at  the  fall  of  hail ; 
every  one  prays  it  may  not  alight  on  his  ground, 
but  no  one  attempts  to  fend  against  it :  so  they  not 
only  suffer  the  general  wrongs  of  Greece  to  pass 
unpunished,  but  carry  their  insensibility  to  the  ut- 
most, and  are  not  roused  even  by  their  private 
wronjzs.  Hath  he  not  attacked  Ambracia  and  Leu- 
cas,  cities  of  the  Corinthians  ?  Hath  he  not  wrested 
Naupactus  from  the  Achaeans",  and  engaged  by- 
oath  to  deliver  it  to  the  yl^tolians  ?  Hath  he  not 
robbed  the  Thcbans  of  Echinus'"?  Is  he  not  ou 
his  march  against  the  Byzantines "^  ?  And   are  they 

a  Wrested  Naupactus  from  the  Ac7iceans,  &c.  Naupactus  was 
not  a  city  of  llie  Acha'ans,  but  of  the  Locri  Ozolae.  Possibly 
Demosthenes  speaks  with  the  liberty  of  an  orator,  and  founds  his 
assertion  on  some  alliance  which  Naupactus  might  have  had  with 
the  AchjEans  against  tlie  /"Etulians,  its  inveterate  enemies.  This 
city,  thus  delivered  up,  remained  ever  after  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  ^tolia,  and  is  mentioned  by  Livy  and  Polybius  as  the  prin- 
cipal city  of  that  country.  Tour. 

^  Echinus.  There  were  two  places  of  this  name  ;  the  one  in 
Acarnania ;  the  other,  which  is  here  spoken  of,  founded  l^y  the 
Thebaus  on  the  Maliac  Gulph.  Tour. 

'^Against  the  Byzani'mcs .  He  bad  threatened  them  already^ 
but  had  not  as  yet  executed  his  threats  ;  for  we  learn  from  history, 
tiial  Philip,  having,  for  a  coiisidcrable  time,  bcNieged  Perintlms, 
raised  the  sirge,  in  ordi:r  to  mnrcli  to  ihat  of  Byzantium.  If  the 
siege  of  rcriiilhusliad  preceded  this  oration,  Dcmobthcnes  could 
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not  our  allies  ?  I  shall  only  add,  that  Cardla,  the 
chief  city  of  the  Chcrsonesus,  is  in  his  possession. 
Yet  these  things  do  not  affect  us :  we  are  all 
languid  and  irresolute :  we  watch  the  motions  of 
those  about  us,  and  regard  each  other  with  sus- 
picious eyes;  and  this  when  we  are  all  so  mani- 
festly injured.  And,  if  he  behaves  with  such  in- 
solence towards  the  general  body,  to  what  extra- 
vagancies, think  ye,  will  he  proceed,  when  master 
of  each  particular  state  ? 

And   now,  what  is  the  cause  of  all   this?  (for 

there  must  be  some  cause,  some  good  reason  to  be 

assigned,  why  the  Greeks  were  once  so  jealous  of 

ibcir  liberty,   and   are  now    ready    to    submit   to 

slavery.)     It  is  this,   Athenians  I   Formerly,  men's 

minds  were  animated  with  that  which   they  now 

feel  no  longer,  which  conquered  all  the   opulence 

of  Persia,  maintained  the  freedom  of  Greece,   and 

triumphed  over  the  powers  of  sea  and  land  ;  but 

now  that   it  is  lost,    universal  ruin  and  confusion 

overspread  the  fice  of  Greece.     What  is  this  ?  No- 

tliing  subtle  or  mysterious  ;  nothing  more  than  an 

>     unanimous  abhorrence  of  all   those  who  accepted 

bribes  from  princes,  prompted  by  the  ambition  of 

subduing,  or  the  bare  intent  of  corrupting  Greece, 

not  have  forgotten  so  memorable  an  expedition,  in  recounting  the 
enterprises  of  Philip.  Probably  this  prince  made  a  feint  of 
marching  to  Byzantium,  in  order  to  conceal  his  designs  against 
Perinthus.  Tour, 

In  the  introduction   te   tliis  oration,  the  reader  has  another  ac" 
count  of  Philip's  first  march  against  Byzantium. 
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To  be  guilty  of  such  practices  wns  nccountcd  a 
crime  of  the  blackest  kind  ;  a  crime  which  called 
for  all  tlie  severity  of  public  justice  ;  no  petitioning 
for  mercy,  no  pardon  was  allowed.  So  that  nei- 
ther orator  nor  general  could  sell  those  lavourable 
conjunctures,  with  which  fortune  oftentimes  assists 
the  supine  against  the  vigilant,  and  renders  men 
utterly  regardless  of  their  interests,  superior  to  those 
who  exert  their  utmost  efforts ;  nor  were  mutual 
confidence  among  ourselves,  distrust  of  tyrants  and 
barbarians,  and  such-like,  noble  principles,  subject 
to  the  power  of  gold.  But  now  are  all  these  ex- 
posed to  sale,  as  in  a  public  mart ;  and,  in  ex- 
change, such  things  have  been  introduced,  as  have 
affected  the  safety,  the  very  vitals  of  Greece.  What 
arc  these  ?  I^nvy,  when  a  man  hath  received  a  bribe  ; 
laughter,  if  he  confess  it;  pardon,  if  he  be  con- 
victed; resentn-'ent,  at  his  being  accused  ;  and  all 
the  other  appendages  of  corruption.  For,  as  to 
naval  power,  troops,  revenues,  and  all  kinds  of  pre- 
parations, every  thing  that  is  esteemed  the  strength 
of  a  state,  we  are  now  much  better,  and  more 
amply  provided,  than  formerly  ;  but  they  have  lost 
all  their  force,  all  their  efficacy,  all  their  value,  by 
means  of  these  traffickers. 

That  such  is  cur  present  state,  you  yourselves 
are  witnesses,  and  need  not  any  testimony  from  me. 
That  our  state,  in  former  times,  was  quiic  opposite 
to  this,  I  shall  now  convince  you,  not  by  any  argu- 
ments of  mine,  but  by  a  decree  of  your  ancestors, 
which  they  inscribed  upon  a  brazen  column  erected 
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in  the  citadel ;  not  with  a  view  to  their  own  ad- 
vantage, (they  needed  no  such  memorials  to  inspire 
them  with  just  sentiments)  but  that  it  might  de- 
scend to  you,  as  an  example  of  the  great  attention 
due  to  such  affairs.  Hear  then  the  inscription: 
"  LET  ARTHMIUS^  OF  ZELIA,  THE  SON 
"  OF  PYTHONAX,  BE  ACCOUNTED  INFA- 
«  MOUS,  AND  AN  ENEMY  TO  THE  ATHE- 
"  NIANS  AND  THEIR  ALLIES,  BOTH  HE 
"  AND  ALL  HIS  RACE."  Then  comes  the 
reason  of  his  sentence:  "  BECAUSE  HE 
«  BROUGHT  GOLD  FROM  MEDIA  INTO 
«  PELOPONNESUS,"— Not  to  Athens.  This  is 
the  decree.  And  now,  in  the  name  of  all  the  gods, 
reflect  on  this  !  think  what  wisdom,  what  dignity, 
appeared  in  this  action  of  our  ancestors  !  one  Artli- 
mius  of  Zelia,  a  slave  of  the  KING's,  (for  Zelia  is 
a  city  of  Asia)  in  obedience  to  his  master,  brings 
gold,    not   into  Athens   but    Peloponnesus.     This 

a  LET  ARTIIMIUS,  See.  This,  in  a  few  words,  was  the  oc- 
casion of  publishing  this  terrible  decree  against  Arthmius,  of 
l^'hich  Themistocles  was  the  author.  Egypt  had  thrown  off  the 
yoke  of  Artaxerxes  Longimanus.  A  formidable  army  marched 
to  reduce  the  rebels,  but  failed  of  success,  as  Athens  had  provided 
for  their  defence.  The  resentment  of  Artaxerxes  then  turned 
against  ihe  Athenians,  He  sent  Megabyzus,  and  other  secret 
agents,  into  Peloponnesus,  to  raise  up  enemies  against  them  by 
the  force  of  bribery  ;  and  to  blow  up  the  flame  of  resentment  and 
jealousy  in  Sparta,  which  was  ever  ready  to  break  out.  But  the- 
attempt  was  ineffectual.  Arthmius  probably  was  one  of  the  king 
of  Persia's  agents  in  this  affair ;  and  Diodorus,  who  does  not 
name  him,  includes  him  however  in  the  general  appellation  of 
the  em'iisarks  of  Aria,  erxes.  ToyiiREiL. 
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man  tbcy  declare  an  enemy  to  them  and  llieir  con- 
federates, and  that  he  and  his  posterity  shall  be  in- 
fimoLis.  Nor  was  this  merely  a  mark  of  ignominy  ; 
for  how  did  it  concern  this  Zclite  whether  he  was 
to  be  received  into  the  community  of  Athens  or 
no  ?  The  sentence  imported  something  more :  fur, 
in  the  laws  relating  to  capital  cases,  it  is  enacted, 
that,  WHEN  THE  LEGAL  PUNISHMENT  OF 
A  MAN'S  CRLME  CANNOT  BE  INFLICTED, 
HE  MAY  BE  PUT  TO  DEATH.  And  it  was 
nccountcd  meritorious  to  kill  him.  ^'  LET  NOT 
"  THE  INFAMOUS  MAN,"  saith  the  law,  "  BE 
"  PERMITTED  TO  LIVE."  Intimating  that  he 
is  free  from  guilt  who  executes  this  sentence. 

Our  fathers,  therefore,  thought  themselves  bound 
to  extend  their  care  to  all  Greece :  else  they  must 
have  looked  with  unconcern  at  the  introduction  of 
bribery  into  Peloponnesus.  But  we  find  they  pro- 
ceeded to  such  severity  against  all  they  could  de- 
tect in  it,  as  to  raise  monuments  of  their  crimes. 
Hence  it  was  (and  no  wonder)  that  the  Greeks 
were  a  terror  to  the  Barbarians,  not  the  Barbarians 
to  the  Greeks.  But  now  it  is  not  so  ;  for  you  do  not 
shew  the  same  spirit,  upon  such,  or  upon  any  other 
occasions.  How  then  do  you  behave?  you  need 
not  be  informed.  Why  should  the  whole  censure 
fall  on  you  ?  the  conduct  of  the  rest  of  Greece  is 
no  less  blameable.  It  is  my  opinion,  therefore,  that 
the  present  state  of  things  demands  the  utmost  care, 
and  most  salutary  counsel.     What  counsel  ?  Shall  I 
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propose  it  ?    and  will  ye  not  be  offended  ? — Read 
this  memorial. 


l^ilere  the  secretaty  reads*     And  the  speaker  resumes 
his  d'iscoiirse.~\ 

And  here  I  must  take  notice  of  one  weak  argu- 
ment made  use  of,  to  inspire  us  with  confidence : 
That  Philip  is  not  yet  so  powerful  as  the  Lacede- 
monians once  were,  who  commanded  by  sea  and 
land,  were  strengthened  by  the  alliance  of  the 
KING  %  were  absolute  and  uncontrouled  ;  and  yet 
we  made  a  brave  stand  against  them;  nor  was  all 
their  force  able  to  crush  our  state.  In  answer  to 
this,  I  shall  observe,  that,  amidst  all  the  alterations 
and  improvements  which  have  happened  in  affairs 
of  every  kind,  nothing  hath  been  more  improved 
than  the  art  of  war:  for,  in  the  first  place,  I  am 
informed,  that,  at  that  time,  the  Lacedemonians, 
and  all  the  other  Greeks,  used  to  keep  the  field 
/bur  or  five  months,  just  the  convenient  season  ; 

*  Jf^ere  strengtJicned  hy  the  alliance  of  the  KIXG.  After  the  ex- 
pedition into  Sicily,  an  expedition,  as  unfortunate  as  it  was  im- 
prudent, the  Athenians  might  still  have  supported  themselves,  if 
the  king  of  Persia  had  not  concurred  to  precipitate  their  ruin. 
Tissaphernes,  the  satrap  of  Darius  Nothus,  conducted  the  first 
alliance  between  his  master  and  the  Lacedemonians.  This  al- 
liance had  at  that  time  no  very  great  effect.  But  when  Cyrus 
the  Younger  was  sent,  by  order  of  his  father,  to  command  in 
Asia  Minor,  Lysander  gained  the  affection  of  this  young  prince, 
who  soon  made  him  able  to  give  law  to  Athens.  It  is  this  period 
\vhich  Demosthenes  points  out.  Tovr. 
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and,  having  so  long  continued  their  Invasion,  and 
infested  the  territories  of  the  enemy,  with  their 
heavy -armed  and  domestic  forces,  they  retired  into 
their  own  country.  Then,  such  was  the  simplicity, 
I  should  say  the  national  spirit^  of  that  age^  that  the 

^  I s/iouhl  say  the  national  sfir'it,  &:c.     Circumstances  peculiar 
to  any  people,  singular  custoaiSj  particular  relations,  and  the  like 
give  rise  to  words  and  phrases,  incapable  of  being  precisely  ren- 
dered into  any  other  language.     And  such  I  take  to  be  the  ward 
rXoAj/jxa;;,     Every  particular  state  of  Greece  was  a  member  of  a 
larger  political  body,  that  of  the  nation,  in  which  all  the  several 
communities  were  united  by  national  laws,  national  customs,  and 
a  national  religion.     This  I  have  explained  at  large,  on  another 
occasion.     (See  Prelim.  Dissert,   to  the  Life  of  Philip.)     The 
word  Yi'jKi'H-A'Xi,  therefore,  I  understand  as  expressive  of  that  duty 
which  each  state  owed  to  the  Helenic  Body,  which  prescribed 
bounds  and  laws  to  their  wars,  and  forbad  their  passions,  contests, 
and  animosities  against  each  other,  to  break  out  into  any  excesses 
which  might  affect  the  welfare  of  the  nation.     They  were  to 
fight,  not  as  inveterate  foes,  but  competitors  for  power  and  ho-' 
Hour.     To  recur  to  bribery,  in  order  to  defeat  their  antagonists, 
-was  to  be  guilty  of  corrupting  the  morals  of  what,  in  an  exten- 
sive sense,  may  be  called  their  country.     In  like  manner,   the 
word  civiLis,  in  Latin,  is  used  in  a  sense  somewhat  analogous  to 
this,  as  denoting  the  regard  which  every  citizen  should  pay  to  the 
rights  of  others,  in  opposition  to  despotism,  piide,  impcriousness, 
and  all  those  passions  which  are  enemies  to  liberty  and  the  gene- 
ral good.     Thus  we  find  in  Tacitus,   "  Juveni  civile,  ingeriiuin 
"  mira  comitns.     Ann.  1.     Silcntium  ejus  non  civile,  ut  crt^di- 
"  derat,  sed  in   supeibiam  accipiebatur."     Ann.  6,     And  of  Ti- 
berius, the  historian  says,  "  Liberatusmetu,  civilem  se  admoduai 
'^  inter  initia,  ac  p;uilo  minus  quam  privatum  egit."     I  have  ob- 
served, in  a  note  on  the  exordium  of  the  second  Philippic,  that  a 
regard  to  the  interest  of  Greece  was  gener.illy  the  most  extensive. 
affection  in  the  minds  of  its  iuhabitanls.     And  that  the  estf=n - 
sive  social  affections  were  denoted  by  the  Greek  word  7r'vA(7;xoy, 
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power  of  gold  was  never  called  to  their  assistance  ; 
but  all  their  wars  were  fair  and  open.    Now,  on  the 
contrary,  wc  see  most  defeats  owing  to  treachery ; 
no  formal  engagements,  nothing  left  to  the  decision 
of  arms.     For  yon  find  the  rapid  progress  of  Philip 
is  not  owing  to  the  force  of  regular  troops,  but  to 
armies  composed  of  light  horse  and  foreign  archers. 
With    these  he   pours  down   upon  some    people, 
already  engaged  by  civil  discord  and   commotions: 
and,  when  none  will  venture  out  in  defence  of  their 
state,   on   account   of  their  private  suspicions,  he 
brings  up  bis  engines,  and  attacks  their  walls.     Not 
to  mention   bis  absolute  indifference  to  heat  and 
cold,  and  that  there  is  no  peculiar  season  which  he 
gives  to  pleasure.     Let  these  things  sink  deep  into 
all  our  minds :  let  us  not  suffer  his  arms  to  ap- 
proach these  territories  :  let  us  not  proudly"  depend 
on  our  strength,  by  forming  our  judgments  from 
the  old   Lacedemonian  war ;    but  let   us    attend, 
with  all  possible  precaution,  to  our  interests  and 

we  learn  from  Cicero.  Let  the  following  quotation,  from  the 
liiih  book  of  his  treatise  de  finibus,  suffice  on  this  occasion  : 
"  Cum  fcic  hominis  natura  generata  sit,  ut  habeat  quiddam  in- 
"  natum  quasi  civile  et  populare  quod  Graeci  noXiTjxi'y  vocant, 
"  quicquid  aget  quseque  virtus,  id  a  communitate,  et  ea  quam 
"  exposui  cliarilate,  atqne  societate  humana,  non  abhorrebit." 
The  authority  of  a  writer,  who  devoted  so  much  of  his  attention 
to  the  moral  and  political  learning  of  the  Greeks,  and  took  so 
much  pains  to  explain  it  to  his  countrymen,  may  surely  _be 
deemed  decisive.  ''  ' 

.  .      .  ■'sT'l 

*  Let  us  riot  proudly,  &:c.  In  the  original  SK7^a;),j;v;Xi(r3-i5'vaj,  wJiich, 
besides  the  signification  which  Wolfius  assigns  it,  is  frequently 

rendered  imoiisscere,  superhire. 
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pur  armaments :  and  let  this  be  our  point  in  view  ; 
to  confine  him  to  his  own  kingdom  ;  not  to  engage 
him  upon  equal  terms  in  the  field.  For  if  j^ou  be 
satisfied  with  committing  hostilities,  there,  nature 
hath  given  you  many  advantages^  (let  us  but  do  our 
part).  The  situation  of  his  kingdom,  for  instance, 
exposes  it  to  all  the  fury  of  an  enemy ;  not  to  speak 
of  many  other  circumstances.  But  if  we  once 
come  to  a  regular  engagement,  there  his  experience 
must  give  him  the  superiority. 

But  these  arc  not  the  only  points  that  require 
your  attention  :  nor  are  )0u  to  oppose  him  only  by 
the  arts  of  war.  It  is  also  necessary  that  reason  and 
penetration  should  inspire  you  wiih  an  abhorrence 
of  those  who  plead  his  cause  before  you  :  ever  bear- 
ing in  mind  the  absolute  impossibility  of  conquer- 
ing our  foreign  enemy,  until  we  have  pimished 
those  who  are  serving  him  within  our  walls.  But 
this,  I  call  the  powers  of  heaven  to  witness,  ye  can- 
not, ye  will  not  do  !  No  :  such  is  your  infatuation, 

or  madness,  or 1  know  not  what  to  call  it,  (for 

I  am  oftentimes  templed  to  believe,  that  some 
power,  more  than  human,  is  driving  us  to  ruin) 
that  through  malice,  or  envy,  or  a  spirit  of  ridicule, 
or  some  like  motive,  you  command  hirelings  to 
speak,  (some  of  whom  dare  not  deny  that  they  are 

2  Many  adi'ayitagrs.  AUiiough  the  Atlunians  had  lost  Amphi- 
polis/Pydna^  and  Potidaea,  they  were  still  in  possession  of  Thassus, 
Lemnos,  and  the  adjacent  islands,  iVoni  whence  ihey  might 
readily  have  attempted  a  descent  ou  Maccdon.  Tour. 
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hirelings)  and  make  their  calumnies  serve  your 
mirth.  Yet,  shocking  as  this  is,  there  is  something 
still  more  shocking ;  these  men  are  allowed  to  di- 
rect the  public  affairs  with  greater  security  than 
your  faithful  counsellors.  And  now  observe  the 
dreadful  consequences  of  listening  to  such  wretches, 
I  shall  mention  facts  well  known  to  you  ail. 

In  Olynthus,  the  administration  of  affairs  was 
divided  between  two  parties.  The  one,  in  the  in- 
terest of  Philip,  entirely  devoted  to  him  ;  the  other, 
inspired  by  true  patriotism,  directed  all  their  efforts 
to  preserve  the  freedom  of  their  country.  To  which 
of  these  are  we  to  charge  the  ruin  of  the  state  ? 
or  who  betrayed  the  troops,  and  by  that  treachery 
destroyed  Olynthus  ? — The  creatures  of  Philip, 
Yet,  while  their  city  stood,  these  m.en  pursued  the 
advocates  for  liberty,  with  such  malicious  accusa- 
tions and  invectives,  that  an  assembly  of  the  people 
was  persuaded  even  to  banish  Apollonides. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  instance.  The  same 
custom  hath  produced  the  same  calamities  in  other 
places.  In  Eretria,  at  the  departure  of  Plutarchus 
and  the  foreign  troops,  when  the  people  had  pos- 
session of  the  city,  and  of  Porthmus,  some  were  in- 
clined to  seek  our  protection,  some  to  submit  to 
Philip.  But,  being  influenced  by  this  latter  party, 
on  most,  or,  rather,  all  occasions,  the  poor  untbrtu- 
nate  Erctrians  were  at  length  persuaded  to  banish 
their  faithful  counsellors.  And  the  consequence 
was  til  is  :  Philip,  their  confederate  and  friend,  dc- 
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tachcd  a  thousand  mercenaries,  under  the  command 
of  Hipponicus,  rased  the  fortifications  of  Porthmus, 
set  three  tyrants  over  them,  Hipparchus,  i\utome- 
don,  and  CUtarchus  ;  and,  after  this,  when  they  dis- 
covered some  inclination  to  shake  off  the  yoke, 
drove  them  twice  out  of  their  territory ;  once  by 
the  forces  commanded  by  Eurylochus ;  and  again, 
by  those  under  Parmenio. 

To  give  but  one  instance  more.  In  Oreum,  Phi- 
listides  was  the  agent  of  PhiUp  ;  as  were  Menippus, 
and  Socrates,  and  Thoas,  and  Agapaeus,  the  present 
masters  of  that  city.  And  this  was  universally 
known.  But  there  was  one  Euphraeus,  a  man  for 
some  time  resident  at  Athens,  who  stood  up  against 
captivity  and  slavery.  Much  might  be  said  of  the 
injurious  and  contemptuous  treatment  which  he 
received  from  the  people  of  Oreum,  upon  other 
occasions.  But  the  year  before  tlie  taking  of  the 
city,  as  he  saw  through  the  traitorous  designs  of 
Philistides  and  his  accomplices,  he  brought  a  for- 
mal impeachment  against  them.  Immediately,  con- 
siderable numbers  form  themselves  into  a  faction, 
(directed  and  supported  by  Philip)  and  hurry  away 
Euphrasus  to  prison,  as  a  disturber  of  the  public 
peace.  The  people  of  Oreum  were  witnesses  of 
thisi  but,  instead  of  defending  him,  and  bring- 
ing his  enemies  to  condign  punishment,  shewed  no 
resentment  towards  them  ;  but  approved,  and  tri- 
umphed in  his  sufferings.  And  now  the  faction, 
possessed  .  f  all  the  power  they  wished  for,  laid 
their  schemes  for  the  ruin  of  the  citv,  and  were 
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carrying  them  into  execution.  Among  the  people 
if  any  man  perceived  this,  he  was  silent  ;  struck 
with  the  remembrance  of  Euphrseus  and  his  suffer- 
ings. And  to  ^uch  dejection  were  they  reduced, 
that  no  one  dared  to  express  the  least  apprehension 
of  the  approaching  danger,  until  the  enemy  drew 
up  before  their  walls,  and  prepared  for  an  assault. 
Then  some  defended,  others  betrayed  their  state. 
When  the  city  had  thus  been  shamefully  and  basely 
lost,  the  faction  began  to  exercise  the  most  tyrannic 
power ;  having  either  by  banishment  or  death,  re- 
moved all  those  who  had  asserted  their  own  cause, 
and  that  of  Euphrasus ;  and  were  still  ready  for  any 
noble  enterprise.  Euphrsus  himself  put  an  end  to 
his  own  life ;  and  thus  gave  proof,  that,  in  his  op- 
position to  Philip,  he  had  been  actuated  by  a  just 
and  pure  regard  to  the  interest  of  his  country. 

And  now  what  could  be  the  reason  (you  may 
possibly  ask  with  surprise)  that  the  people  of  Olyn- 
ihus,  and  those  of  Eretria,  and  those  of  Oreum,  all 
attended  with  greater  pleasure  to  the  advocates  of 
Philip  than  to  their  own  friends  ?  The  same  rea- 
son which  prevails  here.  Because  ,they  who  are 
engaged  on  the  part  of  truth  and  justice,  can  never, 
even  if  they  were  inclined,  advance  any  thing  to 
recommend  themselves  to  favour:  their  whole  con- 
cern is  for  the  welfare  of  their  state.  The  others 
need  but  to  soothe  and  flatter,  in  order  to  second 
the  designs  of  Philip.  The  one  press  for  supplies  ; 
the  others  insist  that  they  are  not  wanted  :  the  one 
call  their  countrymen  to  battle  and  alarm  them 
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with  apprehensions  of  danger ;  the  others  are  ever 
recommending  peace,  until  the  toils  come  too  near 
to  be  escaped.  And  thus,  on  all  occasions,  one  set 
of  men  speak  but  to  insinuate  themselves  into  the 
affections  of  their  fellow-citizens ;  the  other  to  pre- 
serve them  from  ruin  *.  till,  at  last,  the  interests  of 
the  state  are  given  up  ;  not  corruptly  or  ignorantly, 
but  from  a  desperate  purpose  of  yielding  to  the  fate 
of  a  constitution  thought  to  be  irrecoverably  lost. 
And,  by  the  powers  of  heaven  !  I  dread,  that  this 
may  prove  your  case ;  when  you  find  that  reflection 
cannot  serve  you  1  And,  when  I  turn  my  eyes  to  the 
men  who  have  reduced  you  to  this,  it  is  not  ten-or» 
that  I  feel  ;  it  is  the  utmost  detestation.  For, 
whether  they  act  through  design  or  ignoranoe,  the 
distress  to  which  they  are  reducing  us  is  manifest. 
But  far  be  this  distress  from  us,  Athenians  !  It  were 
better  to  die  ten  thousand  deaths,  than  to  be  guilty 
of  a  servile  complaisance  to  Philip,  and  to  abandon 
any  of  your  faithful  counsellors  !  The  people  of 
Oreum  have  now  met  a  noble  return  for  their  con- 
fidence ni  Philips  creatures,  and  their  violence  to- 
wards   Euphraeus.     The    Erelriai/s   are    nobly   rc- 

.  «  //  is  not  terror,  &c.  The  word  In  the  original  signilies  the  most 
abject  fear  and  disnnay  ;  and  the  whole  pas-age  seems  to  have  a 
particular  reference  or  allu>ion.  Fossibly  some  uf  Philip  s  parti- 
sans might  have  accused  Demosthenes  of  being  thus  ari'ectcd  at 
their  sight;  while  they  magiiifKd  their  own  integrity  and  reso- 
lution, their  true  discernment,  and  patriotic  zt^al  for  the  iiiiorest 
of  their  country  ;  and  possibly  might  hnve  called  otit  for  severe 
punishment  on  the  man  who  dared  to  utter  the  iwu^X.  bitter  iur 
vectives  against  a  powerful  prince  in  alliance  with  Atbcus. 
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warded  for  driving  out  our  ambassadors;,  and  com- 
mitting their  affairs  to  Clitarchus.  Captivity  and 
stripes,  and  racks  are  their  reward.  Great  was  his 
indulgence  to  the  Olynthians,  for  chusing  Lasthe- 
nes  their  general,  and  banishing  ApoUonides.  It 
were  folly  and  baseness  to  be  amused  with  such 
false  hopes  as  theijt's,  when  neither  our  counsels  di- 
rect us,  nor  our-incli nations  prompt  us,  to  the  pur- 
suit of  our  true  Ijiterests  ;  and  to  suffer  those  who 
speak  for  our  enemiesj  to  persuade  us  that  the  state 
is  loo  powerful  to  be  affected  by  any  accident  what- 
ever. It  is  shameful  to  cry  out,  when  some  event 
hath  surprised  us,  "  Heavens  !  who  could  have  ex-. 
*^  pccted  this?  We  should  have  acted  thus  and 
"  thus  ;  and  avoided  these  and  these  errors."  There 
are  many  things,  the  Olynthians  caa  now  mention, 
which,  if  foreseen  in  time,  would  have  prevented 
their  destruction.  The  people  of  Oreum  can  men^ 
tion  many  :  those  of  Phocis  many  :  every  state  that 
hath  been  destroyed  can  mention  many  such  things. 
But  what  doth  it  avail  them  now  !  While  the  vessel 
is  safe,  whether  it  be  great  or  small,  the  mariner, 
the  pilot,  every  person  should  exert  himself  in  his 
particular  station,  and  preserve  it  from  being 
wrecked,  either  by  villainy  or  unskilfulness.  But, 
when  the  sea  hath  once  broken  in  all  care  is  vain. 
And  therefore,  Athenians  I  while  we  are  yet  safe, 
possessed  of  a  powerful  cily,   favoured  with  many 

resources,  our  reputation  illustrious What  are 

we  to  do  ?  (perhaps  some  have  sat  with  impatience 
to  ask.) -I  shall  now  give  my  opinion,  and  pro^ 
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pose  it  in  form  ;  that,  if  approved,  your  voices  may 
confirm  it. 

Having,  in  the  first  place,  provided  for  your 
defence,  fitted  out  your  navy,  raised  your  supplies, 
and  arrayed  your  forces;  (for,  although  all  other 
people  should  submit  to  slavery,  you  should  still 
contend  for  freedom,)  having  made  such  a  provision 
(I  say)  and  this  in  the  sight  of  Greece,  then  we  are 
to  call  others  to  their  duty ;  and,  for  this  purpose, 
to  send  ambassadors  into  all  parts,  to  Peloponnesus, 
to  Rhodes,  to  Chios,  and  even  to  the  KING ;  (for 
he  is  by  no  means  unconcerned  in  opposing  the  ra- 
pidity of  this  man's  progress  )  If  ye  prevail  ye  will 
have  sharers  in  the  dangers  and  expence  which  may 
arise  i  at  least  you  may  gain  some  respite  :  and,  as 
we  are  engaged  against  a  single  person,  and  not  to 
the  united  powers  of  a  commonwealth,  this  may  be 
of  advantage ;  as  were  those  embassies  of  last  year 
in  Peloponnesus,  and  those  remonstrances  which 
were  made  in  several  places  by  me,  and  Polydatus, 
that  true  patriot,  and  Hegesippus,  and  Clitomachus, 
and  Lycurgus,  and  the  other  ministers ;  which 
checked  his  progress,  prevented  his  attack  of  Am- 
bracia,  and  secured  Peloponnesus  from  an  invasion, 

I  DO  not  mean  that  we  should  endeavour  to  raise 
that  spirit  abroad,  which  we  ourselves  are  unwilling 
to  assume.  It  would  be  absurd  to  neglect  our  own 
interests,  and  yet  pretend  a  regard  to  the  common 
cause;  or,  while  we  are  insensible  to  present  dan- 
gers, to  think  of  alarming  others  with  apprehensions 
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of  futurity.  No:  let  us  provide  the  forces  in  the 
Chersonesus  with  money,  and  every  thing  else  that 
they  desire.  Let  us  begin  with  vigour  on  our  part  j 
then  call  upon  the  other  Greeks  j  convene,  instruct, 
exhort  them.  Thus  it  becomes  a  state  of  such 
dignity  as  ours.  If  you  think  the  protection  of 
Greece  may  be  entrusted  to  the  Chalcidians  and 
Mtgar^ans,  and  so  desert  its  cause,  you  do  not 
think  justly.  It  will  be  well  if  they  can  protect 
themselves.  No  ;  this  is  your  province;  this  is  that 
prerogative  transmitted  from  your  ancestors,  the 
rev/ard  of  all  their  many,  and  glorious,  and  great 
dangers.  If  every  man  sits  down  in  ease  and  in- 
dulgence, and  studies  only  to  avoid  trouble,  he  will 
certainly  find  no  one  to  supply  his  place ;  and  I  am 
also  apprehensive,  that  we  may  be  forced  into  all 
that  trouble  to  which  we  are  so  averse.  Were  there 
persons  to  act  in  our  stead,  our  inactivity  would 
have  long  since  discovered  them  j  but  there  are 
really  none. 

You  have  now  heard  my  sentiments.  You  have 
heard  the  measures  I  propose,  and  by  which  I  ap- 
prehend our  affairs  may  be  yet  retrieved.  If  any 
man  can  offer  some  more  salutary  course,  let  him 
arise,  and  declare  his  opinion.  And,  whatever  be 
your  resolution,  the  gods  grant  that  we  may  feel  its 
good  effects. 
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SOON  after  the  prcccdlnsi;  oration  the  Athe- 
nian succours  arrived  at  Euboea.  Demosthenes 
had  proposed  the  decree  for  tlicm  ;  and  the  com- 
mand was  given  to  Phorion,  whom  the  Athe- 
nians gladly  employed  on  all  extraordinary  emer- 
gencies, and  uho  was  always  ready  to  serve 
them,  at  the  same  time  that  he  highly  con- 
demned their  conduct. 

Demosthenes  attended  Phocion,  not  in  a  mi- 
litary character,  but  to  endeavour  to  gain  over 
the  people  of  Euboea  to  the  Athenian  interest ; 
in  which  he  had  some  success:  while  the  gene- 
ral, on  his  part,  acted  with  so  much  conduct  and 
resolution,  that  the  Macedonians  were  forced  to 
abandon  the  island ;  and  the  Euboeans  entered 
into  a  treaty  of  alliance  ^v^th  Athens. 

In  the  mean  time,  Philip  marched  along  the 
Hellespont,  to  support  his  fleet  then  in  view, 
and  to  prevent  Diopithes  from  cutting  off  his 
pravisions.  ^^llcn  he  had  crossed  the  Isthmus 
of  the  Chersonesus,  he  returned  and,  by  a  forced 
march,  arrived  with  the  choice  of  his  army  at 
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Cardia ;  where  he  surprised  Diopithes,  and  de- 
feated him  in  an  action  in  which  that  general 
fell.  This  he  affected  to  consider,  not  as  an 
open  breach  of  his  treaty,  but  only  as  the  conse- 
quence of  the  protection  he  had  granted  to  the 
Cardians,  and  an  act  of  particular  revenge  he 
had  determined  to  take  on  Diopithes. 

Philip  then  joined  his  army,  and  encamped 
before  Perinthus,  a  place  considerable  by  its 
commerce  and  situation,  ever  firm  to  the  Athe- 
nians, and  consequently  dreadful  and  dangerous 
to  Philip.  The  Perinthians  defended  themselves 
with  a  courage  almost  incredible,  and  which,  it 
appeared,  could  not  be  abated  by  danger  or  fa- 
tigue. Philip,on  his  part,  pressed  them  by  all 
the  methods  of  assault ;  and,  after  many  vigo- 
rous efforts  on  each  side,  when  the  city  was  just 
on  the  point  of  being  taken  by  assault,  or  of 
being  obliged  to  surrender  at  discretion,  fortune 
provided  for  it  an  unexpected  succour. 

The  fame  of  Philip's  arms  having  alarmed  the 
court  of  Persia,  Ochus  sent  his  letters  mandatory 
to  the  governors  of  the  maritime  provinces,  di- 
recting them  to  supply  Perinthus  with  all  things 
in  their  power :  in  consequence  of  which  they 
filled  it  w^ith  troops  and  provisions.  While  the 
Pyzantincs,  justly   conceiving    their  own  turn 
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would  be  next,  sent  into  the  city  the  flower  of 
their  youth,  with  all  other  necessaries  for  an 
obstinate  defence. 

The  Perinthians,  thus  reinforced,  resumed 
their  former  ardour.  And,  as  all  they  suffered 
was  on  account  of  Athens,  they  dispatched  am- 
bassadors thither,  to  demand  the  speedy  and  ef- 
fectual assistance  of  that  state.  On  this  occasion 
Demosthenes  pronounced  the  following  oration. 
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A-s  I  am  persuaded,  Athenians  !  that  you  are  now 
convened  about  affairs  of  greatest  moment,  such  as 
affect  the  very  being  of  the  slate,  I  shall  endeavour 
to  speak,  to  them  in  the  manner  most  agreeable  to 
your  interests* 

There  are  faults  of  no  late  origin,  and  gradually 
increased  to  no  inconsiderable  number,  which  have 
conspired  to  involve  us  in  the  present  difficulties. 
But,  of  all  these,  what  at  this  time  most  distresses 
us  is  this  ;  that  your  minds  are  quite  alienated  from 
public  affairs ;  that  your  attention  is  engaged  just 
while'you  are  assembled,  and  some  new  event  re- 
lated ;  then  each  man  departs,  and,  far  from  being 

*  We  shall  find  in  this  oration  many  things  which  occur  in  those 
that  are  precedent ;  and  as  it  is  on  the  same  subject,  already  ex- 
hausted by  so  many  orations,  it  was  in  some  sort  necessary  for  the 
orator  to  make  use  ot"  repetitions.  And  it  should  seem,  that  in 
such  a  case  repetition  is  by  no  means  a  fault,  particularly  as  we 
may  consider  this  as  a  recapitulation  of  all  the  others ;  and  may  ia 
effect  call  it  the  PERORATION  OF  THE  PHILIPPICS.  In 
^A-hich  the  orator  resumes  the  arguments  he  had  already  made  use 
of  3  butj  in  resuming  them,  gives  them  new  force,  as  well  by  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  disposed,  as  by  the  many  additions  with 
which  they  are  heightened.  Tour. 
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influenced  by  what  he  hath  heard,  he  does  not  even 
remember  it. 

The  insolence  and  outrage  with  which  Philip 
treats  all  mankind,  are  really  as  great  as  you  hear  theni 
represented.  That  it  is  not  possible  to  set  bounds 
to  these,  by  the  force  of  speeches  and  debates,  no 
one  can  be  ignorant  -,  for,  if  other  arguments  cannot 
convince,  let  this  be  weighed ;  whenever  we  have 
had  occasion  to  plead  in  defence  of  our  rights,  we 
have  never  failed  of  success,  we  have  never  incuiTcd 
the  censure  of  injustice  ;  but  all  places  and  all  per- 
sons must  acknowledge  that  our  arguments  are  irre- 
sistible. Is  he  then  distressed  by  this  ?  and  are  our 
aiFaii-s  advanced  ?  By  no  means  !  For,  as  he  pro- 
ceeds to  take  up  arms,  leads  out  his  troops,  and  is 
ready  lo  hazard  his  whole  empire  in  pursuit  of  his- 
designs,  while  we  sit  here,  pleading,  or  attending  to 
those  who  plead  the  justice  of  our  cause,  the  conse- 
quence (and  I  think  the  natural  consequence)  is 
this:  actions  prove  superior  to  words;  and  men's 
regards  are  engaged,  not  by  those  arguments  which 
we  ever  have  advanced,  or  may  now  advance,  how 
just  soever,  but  by  the  measures  we  pursue ;  and 
these  are  by  no  means  fitted  to  protect  any  of  the 
injured  states ;  ia  say  more  of  them  is  unnecessary. 

As,  then,  all  Greece  is  nov/  divided  into  two 
parties ;  the  one  composed  of  those  who  desire 
neither  to  exercise,  nor  to  be  subject  to  arbitrary 
power,  but  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  liberty,  laws, 
and  independence  ;  the  other,  of  those,  who,  while 
they  aim  at  an  absolute  command  of  their  fellow- 
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citizens,  are  themselves  tlie  vassals  of  another  per- 
son, by  whose  means  they  hope  to  obtain  their  pur- 
poses :  his  partizans,  the  aftccters  of  tyranny  and 
despotism,  arc  superior  every  where.  So  that,  of 
all  the  popular  constitutions,  I  know  not  whether 
one  be  left  firmly  established,  except  our  own. 
And  they,  who  in  the  several  states  have  been  raised 
bv  him  to  the  administration  of  affairs,  have  their 
superiority  secured  by  all  the  means  which  can  ad- 
vance a  cause.  The  first  and  principal  is  this. 
When  they  would  bribe  those  who  are  capable  of 
selling  their  integrity,  they  have  a  person  ever  ready 
to*  supply  them.  In  the  next  place,  (and  it  is  of  no 
less  moment)  at  whatever  season  they  desire  it, 
there  are  forces  at  hand  to  overwhelm  their  op- 
posers  :  while  we,  Athenians  \  are  not  only  defi- 
cient in  these  particulars,  but  unable  even  to 
awaken  from  our  indolence ;  like  men  reduced  by 
some  potion^  to  a  lethargic  state.  In  consequence 
of  this,  (for  I  hold  it  necessary  to  speak  the  truth) 
we  are  fallen  into  such  contempt  and  infamy,  that, 
of  the  people  immediately  threatened  with  danger, 
some  contend  with  us  for  the  honour  of  command- 
ing, some  about  the  place  of  conference  i' ;  while 

*  LUie  7)ien  reduced  ly  s^mc  potion,  Arc,  lu  the  original,  like 
3:icn  ixJio  have  drank  nf  Mandr agora ;  an  herb  ranked  by  natu- 
ralists am(5ng  those  of  a  soporiterous  kind.  It  seems  to  have 
teen  a  proverbial  phrase,  to  signify  indolent  and  negligent  ser- 
vants. loURREIL. 

**  Tor  the    honour  of  commanding,   some  about  the  place  of  con- 
ference.    In   all   the  confederate  wars  of  the  Greeks,  that  state 
vhich  was  acknowledged  th«  most  powerful,  had  the  honour  of 

P   2 
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others  determine  rather  to  trust  to  their  own  strength 
than  to  accept  of  your  assistance. 

And  why  am  I  thus  particular  in  recounting 
these  things  ?  I  call  the  gods  to  witness,  that 
I  would  not  willingly  incur  your  displeasure  ;  but 
I  would  have  you  know,  and  see^  that  in  public  as 
well  as  in  private  affairs,  continued  indolence  and 
supineness,  though  not  immediately  felt  in  every 
single  instance  of  omission,  yet,  in  the  end,  must 
affect  the  general  welfare.  You  see  this  in  the  in- 
stances of  Serrium  and  Doriscum.  When  the  peace 
was  made,  we  began  with  neglecting  these  places. 
(Perhaps  some  of  you  have  never  heard  of  them.) 
And  these  places,  thus  abandoned  and  despised, 
lost  you  Thrace,  and  your  ally  Cersobleptes.  Again, 
when  he  saw  that  this  did  not  rouse  you,  and  that 
you  sent  no  assistance,  he  rased  Porthmus ;  and,  to 
keep  us  in  continual  awe,  erected  a  tyranny  in  Eu- 
boea,  over  against  Attica.  This  was  disregarded  :  and 
his  attempt  upon  Megara  was  well  nigh  successful. 
Still  ye  were  insensible,  expressed  no  impatience,  no 
inclination  to  oppose  him.  He  purchased  An- 
tronae  i  and  soon  after  got  possession  of  Oreum.  I 
pass  over  many  things ;  Pherse,  the  march  to  Am- 
bracia,  the  massacre  of  Elis^  and  thousands  of  the 

giving  a  commander  in  chief,  and  of  appointing  the  place  of  ge- 
neral congress  for  concerting  the  operations.  In  the.Persian  war 
we  find  the  Lacedemonians  and  Athenians  sometimes  contending 
for  these  points ;  which  in  effect  was  a  dispute  which  of  these 
states  was  most  respectable, 

*  Fhera,  t?ie  march  to  Jjnbrada,  the  massacre  of  Ells.     An  orator 
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5Ike  actions:  for  it  is  not  my  design  to  give  a 
detail  of  Philip's  acts  of  outrage  and  injustice  ;  but 
lo  convince  50U,  lliat  the  property  and  liberty  of 
mankind  will  never  be  secure  tVom  him,  until  he 
meets  with  some  effectual  opposition. 

There  are  persons  wlio,  before  they  hear  affairs 
debated,  stop  us  with  this  question,  "  What  is  to  be 
**  done  ?"  not  that  they  may  do  it,  when  informed, 
(for  then  they  would  be  the  best  citizens)  but  to 
prevent  the  trouble  of  attending.  It  is  my  part, 
however,  to  declare  what  we  are  now  to  do. 

First,  then,  Athenians  !  be  firmly  persuaded  of 
this  :  that  Philip  is  committing  hostilities  against 
us,  and  has  really  violated  the  peace  :  that  he  has 
the  most  implacable  enmity  to  this  whole  city ;  to 
the  ground  on  which  this  city  stands  ;  to  the  very 
gods  of  this  city  :  (may  their  vengeance  fall  upon 

Joes  not  always  pique  himself  on  an  exict  adherence  to  history; 
but  sometimes  disguises  facts,  or  nggravites  them,  when  It  serves 
his  purpose.  One  would  im.agine  that  Philip  had  committed 
some  terrible  outrages  at  Pherae  :  and  yet  he  only  restored  the  li- 
berty of  that  city,  by  expelling  its  tyrants.  Aiic',  as  to  the  mas- 
sacre of  Elis,  it  is  not  to  be  imputed  immediately  to  Philip.  He 
liad,  indeed,  as  chief  of  the  allies  in  the  sacred  war,  and  head  of 
the  Amphictynns,  suggested  the  resolution  uf  proscribing  the  Pho- 
cians,  and  all  the  favourers  of  tiieir  impiety.  Some  of  these  who 
liad  fled  into  Crete  with  their  general  Phalecus,  joined  with  a 
i>ody  of  men  who  had  been  banished  from  Elis,  made  an  inroad 
into  Peloponnesus,  and  aUempted  an  attack  upon  their  country- 
men j  who,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Arcadians,  obliged  this  re- 
bellious army  to  surrender  at  discretion  ;  and,  in  obedience  to  the 
decree  of  the  Amphictyous,  put  it  to  the  sword.  Tour. 
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him!)  bat  against  our  constitution  is  his  force 
principally  directed;  the  destruction  of  this  is,  of  all 
other  things,  the  most  immediate  object  of  his  secret 
schemes  and  machinations.  And  there  is,  in  some 
sort,  a  necessity  that  it  should  be  so.  Consider ;  he 
aims  at  universal  power  ;  and  you  he  regards  as  the 
only  persons  to  dispute  his  pretensions.  He  hath 
long  injured  you ;  and  of  this  he  himself  is  fully 
conscious  ;  for  the  surest  barriers  of  his  other  do- 
minions are  those  places  which  he  hath  taken  from 
us  :  so  that  if  he  should  give  up  Amphipolis  and 
Potidasa,  he  would  not  think  himself  secure  in 
Macedon.  He  is  then  sensible  that  he  entertains 
designs  against  you,  and  that  you  perceive  them  -, 
and,  as  he  thinks  highly  of  your  wisdom,  he  judges 
that  you  hold  him  in  the  abhorrence  he  deserves. 
To  these  things  (and  these  of  such  importance)  add, 
that  he  is  perfectly  convinced,  that  although,  he 
were  master  of  all  other  places,  yet  it  is  impossible 
for  him  to  be  secure,  vv'hile  your  popular  govern- 
rnent  subsists  :  but  that,  if  any  accident  should  hap- 
pen to  him^  (and  every  man  is  subject  to  many)  all 
those  who  now  submit  to  force,  would  seize  the 
opportunity^,  and  fly  to  you  for  protection  :  for  you 
are  not  naturally  disposed  to  grasp  at  power,  or  to 
usurp  dominion ;  but  to  prevent  usurpation,  to 
wrest  their  unjust  acquisitions  from  the  hands  of 
others,  to  curb  the  violence  of  ambition,  and  to 
preserve  the  liberty  of  mankind,  is  your  peculiar 
excellence.  And  therefore  it  is  with  regret  he  sees 
in  that  freedom  you  enjoy  a  spy  upon  the  incidents 
of  his  fortune :  nor  is  this  his  reasoning  weak  or 
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trivial.  First,  then,  he  is  on  this  account  to  be  re- 
garded as  the  implacable  enemy  of  our  free  and 
popular  constitution.  In  the  next  place,  we  should 
be  fully  persuaded,  that  all  those  things  which  now 
employ  him,  all  that  he  is  now  projecting,  he  is 
projecting  against  this  city.  There  can  be  none 
among  }ou  weak,  enough  to  imagine,  that  the  de- 
sires of  Philip  are  centered  in  those  paltry  villages* 
of  Thrace  (for  what  name  else  can  we  give  to  Dron- 
gUus,  and  Cabyle,  and  Mastira,  and  all  those  places 
now  said  to  be  in  his  possession  ?)  that  he  endures 
the  severity  of  toils  and  seasons,  and  exposes  him- 
self to  the  utmost  dangers  for  these ;  and ,  has  no 
designs  upon  the  ports,  and  the  arsenals,  and  the 
navies,  and  the  silver-mines,  and  other  revenues, 
and  the  situation,  and  the  glory  of  Athens,  (which 
never  may  the  conquest  of  this  city  give  to  him  or 
any  other  !)  but  will  suffer  us  to  enjoy  these :  while, 
for  those  trifling  hoards  of  grain  he  finds  in  the 
cells  of  Thrace,  he  takes  up  his  winter-quarters  in 
all  the  horrors  of  a  dungeon.  It  cannot  be  !  Even 
in  his  march  thither  he  had  these  in  view  ;  these 
are  the  chief  objects  of  all  his  enterprises. 

Thus  must  we  all  think  of  him.  And  let  us  not 
oblige  that  man,  who  hath  ever  been  our  most 
faithful  counsellor,  to  propose  the  war  in  form  : 
that  would  be  to  seek  a  pretence  to  avoid  it,  not  to 
pursue  the  interest  of  our  country.     To  yourselves 

»  TJiose  paltry  f'lUagcs,  &c.    See  the  notes  of  the  oration  on  the 
State  of  the  Chersonesus,  p.  155. 
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I  appeal :  If,  after  the  first,  or  the  second,  or  the 
third  of  Philip's  infractions  of  his  treaty,  (for  there 
was  a  long  succession  of  them)  any  man  had  moved 
you  to  declare  hostilities  against  him,  and  he  had 
given  the  same  assistance  to  the  Cardians,  as  now, 
when  no  such  motion  came  from  any  Athenian, 
would  not  that  man  have  been  torn  to  pieces  ? 
would  you  not  have  cried  out,  with  one  voice,  that 
it  was  this  which  made  him  ally  to  the  Cardians  ? 
Do  not  then  seek  for  some  person  whom  you  may 
hate  for  Philip's  faults,  whom  you  may  expose  to 
the  fury  of  his  hirelings.  When  your  decree  for 
war  hath  once  passed,  let  there  be  no  dispute,  whe- 
ther it  ought  or  ought  not  to  have  been  undertaken. 
Observe  his  manner  of  attacking  you  :  imitate  it  in 
your  opposition :  supply  those  who  are  now  op- 
posing him  with  money,  and  whatever  else  they 
want :  raise  your  supplies :  prepare  your  forces, 
galleys,  horse,  transports,  and  all  other  necessaries 
of  a  war.  At  present  your  conduct  must  expose 
you  to  derision.  Nay,  I  call  the  powers  to  witness, 
that  you  are  acting  as  if  Philip's  wishes  were  to  di- 
rect you.  Opportunities  escape  you  ;  your  trea- 
sures are  wasted ;  you  shit't  the  weight  of  public 
business  upon  others j  break  into  passion;  crimi- 
nate each  other.  I  shall  now  shew  whence  these 
disorders  have  proceeded,  and  point  out  the  remedy. 

You  have  never,  Athenians  !  made  the  necessary 
dispositions  in  your  affairs,  or  armed  yourselves  in 
time,  but  have  been  ever  led  by  events.  Then,  when 
it  proves  too  late  to  act,  you  lay  down  your  arms. 
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If"  another  incident  alarms  you,  your  preparations 
are  resumed,  and  all  is  tumult  and  confusion.  But 
this  is  not  the  way.  It  is  in:possiblc  ever  to  secure 
the  least  success  by  occasional  detachments.  No  : 
you  must  raise  a  regular  army,  provide  for  its  sub- 
sistence, appoint  state-treasurers,  and  guard  the 
public  money  with  the  strictest  attention  :  oblige 
those  treasurers  to  answer  for  the  sums  expended, 
and  your  general  for  his  conduct  in  the  field  :  and 
let  this  general  have  no  pretence  to  sail  to  any 
other  place,  or  engage  in  any  other  enterprise,  but 
those  prescribed.  Let  these  be  your  measures,  these 
your  resolutions,  and  )'ou  will  compel  Philip  to 
live  in  the  real  obseixancc  of  an  equitable  peace, 
tind  to  confine  himself  to  his  own  territory,  or  you 
Avjll  engage  him  upon  equal  terms.  And  perhaps, 
Athenians  !  perhaps,  as  you  now  ask,  "  What  b 
**  Philip  doing  ?  w  hither  is  he  marching  r"  so  there 
may  come  a  time  when  he  will  be  solicitous  to 
know  wliither  our  forces  have  directed  their  march^ 
and  where  they  arc  to  appear. 

If  it  be  objected,  that  these  measures  will  be  at- 
tended with  great  expence,  and  many  toils  and  per- 
plexities, I  confess  it.  (It  is  necessary,  absolutely 
necessary,  that  a  war  should  be  attended  with  many 
disagreeable  circumstances).  But  let  ns  consider 
what  consequences  must  attend  the  state,  it"  we  re- 
fuse to  take  this  course,  and  it  will  appear  that  wc 
shall  really  be  gainers  by  a  seasonable  performance 

»  Have  Tio  f^cUncc,  Sec.     See  note  on  Fhll.  i.  p.  ] 5,  16. 
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of  our  duty.  Suppose  some  god  should  be  our 
surety,  (for  no  mortal  could  be  depended  on,  in  an 
affair  of  such  moment)  that,  although  you  are  quite 
inactive  and  insensible,  yet  he  will  not  at  last  lead 
!|iis  armies  hither;  still  it  would  be  ignominious,  it 
would  (I  call  every  power  of  Heaven  to  witness!) 
he  beneath  you,  beneath  the  dignity  of  your  state, 
beneath  the  glory  of  your  ancestors,  to  abandon  all 
the  rest  of  Greece  to  slavery,  for  the  sake  of  private 
ease.  I,  for  my  part,  would  rather  die,  than  pro- 
pose such  a  conduct :  if,  however,  there  be  any 
other  person  to  recommend  it  to  you,  be  it  so  ; 
make  no  opposition;  abandon  all  affairs:  but  if 
there  be  no  one  of  this  opinion  ;  if,  on  the  contrary, 
"we  all  foresee,  that  the  farther  this  man  is  suffered 
to  extend  his  conquests,  the  more  dangerous  and 
powerful  enemy  we  must  find  in  him ;  why  is  our 
duty  evaded  ?  why  do  we  delay  ?  or  when  will  we 
be  disposed  to  exert  ourselves,  Athenians  ?  Must 
some  necessity  press  us  ?  What  one  may  call  the 
necessity  of  freemen,  not  only  presseth  us  now,  but 
hath  long  since  been  felt :  that  of  slaves,  it  is  to  be 
wished,  may  never  approach  us.  How  do  these 
differ  ?  To  freemen  the  most  urgent  necessity  is 
dishonour  ;  a  greater  cannot,  I  think,  be  assigned  : 
to  slaves,  stripes  and  tortures.  Far  be  this  froan  us  ! 
It  ought  not  to  be  mentioned  ! 

And  now,  the  neglect  of  those  things,  to  which 
your  lives  and  fortunes  should  be  devoted,  it  must 
be  confessed  is  by  no  means  justifiable  :  far  from  it ! 
some  pretence^  however,  may  be  alleged  in  its  ex- 
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tuse.  But  to  refuse  even  to  listen  to  tliose  things 
which  demand  your  utmost  attention,  which  are  of 
the  greatest  moment  to  be  tully  considered,  this 
deserves  the  most  severe  censure.  And  yet  you 
never  attend  but  upon  occasions  hke  this,  wlien  the 
danger  is  actually  present ;  nor  in  time  of  disen- 
gagement do  you  ever  think  of  consulting:  but, 
while  he  is  preparing  to  distress  you,  instead  of 
■making  like  preparations,  and  providing  for  your 
delence,  you  are  sunk  in  inactivity:  and  if  any  oiie 
attempts  to  rouse  you,  lie  feels  your  resentment. 
But,  when  advice  is  received  that  some  place  is 
lost,  or  invested,  then  you  attend,  then  you  prepare. 
The  proper  season  for  attending  and  consulting  was 
thcTi,  when  you  refused :  now,  when  you  arc  pre- 
vailed upon  to  hear,  you  should  be  acting,  and  ap- 
plying your  preparations.  And  by  this  supineness 
is  your  conduct  distinguished  from  that  of  all  other 
rations:    they  usually    deliberate    before   events: 

your  consultations  follow  them.. There  is   but 

one  course  left,  which  should  long  since  have  been 
pursued  ;  but  still  may  be  of  service. — This  I  shall 
lay  befo.-c  you. 

There  is  nothing  which  the  state  is  more  con- 
cerned to  procure  on  this  occasion  than  money. 
And  some  vciy  favourable  opportunities  j)rescnt 
themselves,  which,  if  wisely  improved,  may  possibly 
supply  our  demands.  In  the  first  place,  they  whom 
ihc  KING   regards^  as  his  faithful  and  strenuous 

a  They  ivhom  the  hng   regards,  &c.      He   probdbly  means  the 


220  DEMOSTHENES'  Orat.  IX. 

adherents,  arc  the  implacable  enemies  of  Philip, 
and  actually  in  arms  against  him.  Then  the  man 
v/ho  was'  Philip's  assistant  and  counsellor  in  all 
his  designs  against  the  KING,  hath  been  lately 
seized,  so  that  the  king  will  be  informed  of  his 
practices,  not  by  our  accusations,  to  which  he  might 
suppose  our  private  interest  prompted  us,  but  by 
the  very  agent  and  conductor  of  them.  This  will 
give  weight  to  your  assertions;  and  there  will  be 
nothing  left  for  your  ministers  to  urge,  but  what 
the  KING  will  gladly  attend  to:  "  that  we  should 
"  unite  to  chastise  the  man  who  liath  injured  us 
**  equally :  that  Philip  will  be  much  more  formi- 
"  dable  to  the  KING,  if  his  first  attack,  be  made  on 
us :  for  that,  if  he  should  be  permitted  to  gain  any 
advantage  here,  he  will  then  march  against  him, 
"  free  from  all  apprehensions."  For  all  these  rea- 
sons, I  think  you  should  send  ambassadors  to  treat 

Tbebans,  who  had  given  Ochus  powerful  assistance  in  the  siege 
ofPelusiuQi;  and  who  were  now  much  provoked  at  Philip,  on 
account  of  Echinus,  which  he  had  taken  from  them. 

''  The  7nan  ivJto  ivas,  Sec.  Ai  Philip  seems  to  have  already  pro- 
jected an  expedition  into  Asia,  he  received  with  open  arms  all  the 
inai-contents  of  Persia,  and  held  secret  intelligence  with  the  rebel 
satraps.  Ilermias,  the  tyrant  of  Atarna,  a  city  of  Mysia,  was  of 
this  number  ;  and  had  been  in  confidence  with  Philip.  Mentor, 
the  Rhodian,  general  of  the  Persian  army,  drew  him  to  aa  inter- 
view, by  feigned  promises,  where  he  seized  him,  and  sent  him  in 
chains  to  Ochus.  Instead  of  avacifacrro^,  some  copies  have 
c  vaTTT'ac-roj,  brought  hack :  in  which  case  it  must  be  understood 
of  Memnon  or  Artabazus,  two  rebellious  satraps,  who  had  taken 
refuge  in  Philip's  court,  but,  by  the  mediation  of  Mentor,  were 
reconciled  to  the  king  of  Persia,  Ulp.  Tour. 
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with  the  KING;  and  lay  aside  those  idle  preju- 
dices, which  have  so  often  been  injurious  to  your 
interests  ;  "  that  he  is  a  barbarian,  our  common 
"  enemy,  and  the  like."  For  my  own  part,  when 
I  find  a  man  apprehending  danger  from  a  prince, 
whose  residence  is  in  Susa  and  Eebatana,  and  pro- 
nouncing him  the  enemy  of  our  state,  who  formerly 
re-established  its  power  %  and  but  now  made  us 
such**  considerable  offers,  (if  you  rejected  them,  that 
was  no  fault  of  his)  and  yet  speaking  in  another 
strain  of  one  who  is  at  our  gates,  who  is  extending 
his  conquests  in  the  very  heart  of  Greece,  the  plun- 
derer of  the  Greeks,  I  am  astonished ;  and  regard 
that  man,  whoever  he  is,  as  dangerous,  who  doth 
not  see  danger  in  Philip. 

There  is  another  affair,  wlierein  the  public  hath 
been  injured,  which  hath  been  attacked  most  un- 
justly and  indecently ;  which  is  the  constant  pre- 
tence of  those  who  refuse  to  perform  their  duty  to 

*  lllio  formerly  re-eitabliihcd  Us  po-wcr.  That  is,  when  Conon, 
by  the  assistance  of  Artaxerxes  Mnemon,  beat  the  Lacedemonian 
fleet  at  Cnidos^  and  restored  the  liberty  and  splendour  ot  hij 

country. 

^  And  hut  m-jj  ynade  us,  kc.  Artaxerxes  Ocbus,  in  order  t» 
reduce  Egypt,  which  had  revelled  from  him,  solicited  succours 
from  the  principal  cities  of  Greece.  Argos  and  Thebes  consented  ; 
but  from  Athens  and  Lacedcmon  he  could  obtain  only  vain  pro- 
fessions  of  friendship.  He  bad,  without  doubt,  offered  largw  ad- 
vantages to  such  people  as  would  concur  with  him.  Demosthe- 
nes here  insinuates  an  accusatioa  of  the  imprudence  o(  Athens, 
in  rejecting  these  offers.  Tour. 
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tlic  state  ;  to  which  you  will  find  the  blame  of 
every  omission,  which  every  man  is  guilty  of,  con- 
stantly transferred.  I  cannot  speak  of  it  without 
great  apprehensions.  Yet  I  will  speak ;  for  I  think 
I  can  serve  my  country,  by  advancing  some  things, 
in  behalf  of  the  poor\  against  the  necessitous ;  if 

a  Some  t/n?;gs  In  he/ialf  of  the  poor,  &c.  The  theatrical  distri- 
butions aiFordeci  a  perpetual  occasion  of  public  contests  between 
the  several  orders  of  the  state.  The  poor  were  ever  dissatisfied 
that  the  rith  citizens  shared  the  largesses^  which  they  considered 
as  tlK-.ir  own  peculiar  right :  and  the  rich  beheld  with  impatience 
the  dissipation  of  the  public  funds,  which  threw  the  whole  weight 
t)f  the  supplies  on  them.  But  there  was  still  a  greater  cause  of 
complaint.  The  revenues  of  the  state  were  not  always  sufficient 
to  defray  the  immense  expences  of  feasts  and  entertainments. 
And,  in  this  case,  some  factious  leader,  who  was  willing  to  gain 
popularity,  would  propose  to  tax  the  rich  ;  or,  perhaps,  by  some 
infamous  calumnies,  would  raise  a  prosecution,  which  would 
bring  in  a  large  pecuniary  fine.  The  rich,  it  hiay  be  imagined, 
were  alarmed  at  such  proceedings:  they  inveighed  loudly  against 
the  authors  of  them,  and  sometimes  ventured  to  accuse  them  in 
form,  and  to  bring  them  to  a  trial.  When  their  baseness  and 
evil  designs  were  publicly  exposed,  the  people  were  ashamed  to 
avow  their  intentions  of  supporting  such  flagrant  injustice. 
Their  clamours  were  loud  against  the  person  accused.  But,  as  in 
all  judicial  processes  they  gave  their  votes  by  ballot,  they  tliea 
had  an  oppoi  tunity  of  saving  their  friend. 

All  that  the  orator  here  says  in  defence  of  the  theatrical  ap- 
pointments, is  expressed  with  a  caution  and  reserve  quite  oppo- 
site to  his  usual  openness  and  freedom  ;  and  which  plainly  betray 
a  consciousness  of  his  being  inconsistent  with  his  former  senti- 
ments. How  far  he  maybe  excused  by  the  supposed  necessity  of 
yielding  to  the  violent  prepossessions  of  the  people,  and  giving  up 
a  favourite  point,  I  cannot  pretend  to  determine.  But  it  is  cer- 
tainly not  very  honourable  to  Demosthenes,  to  suppose  (with 
Ulpian)  that  his  former  opposition  was  merely  personal ;  and 
that  the  death  of  Eubulus  now  put  an  end  to  it. 
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we  first  banish  those  invectives,  unjustly  thrown 
out  against  the  theatrical  funds ;  and  those  fears, 
that  such  an  appointment  cannot  subsist  without 
some  dismal  consequences ;  an  appointment  which 
above  all  others,  mny  be  most  conducive  to  our  in- 
terests, and  give  the  greatest  strength  to  the  whole 
community. 

Attend,  then,  while  I  first  plead  for  those  who 
arc  thought  necessitous.  There  was  a  time,  not 
long  since,  when  the  state  could  not  raise  more  than 
one  hundred  and  thirty  talents  "* ;  and  yet  none  of 

'  The  state  could  not  raise  more  than  one  hundred  atid  tJiirty  ta- 
lents. We  must  understand  this  of  those  revenues  raised  cut  of 
Attica  only  :  for  the  contributions  of  the  allies,  according  to  the 
taxation  of  Aristides,  amounted  to  four  hundred  and  sixty  talents 
annually,  and  Pericles  raised  them  yet  higher.  In  order  to 
know  the  real  value  of  their  revenues,  we  should  consider  the 
prices  of  things.  In  the  time  of  Solon,  an  ox  was  sold  at  Athens 
for  five  drachmas,  as  we  learn  from  Plutarch,  in  the  life  of  Solon, 
A  hog  in  the  time  of  Aristophanes,  was  worth  three  drachmae,  as 
appears  from  one  of  his  comedies  called  the  Peace.  Olivet. 

A  Drachma,  according  to  Arbuthnot,  was  equal  to  7|d.  of  our 
money.  A  hundred  drachmae  made  a  mina,  or  31.  4s.  /d.  We 
may  also,  from  the  same  author,  add  to  the  foregoing  note  these 
particulars.  In  the  time  of  Solon,  corn  was  reckoned  at  a 
drachma  the  medimnus,  or  4s.  6d. /rr  quarter.  In  the  time  of 
X)emo5thenesit  was  much  higher,  at  five  drachmae  the  medimnus, 
which  makes  it,  ^er  quarter,  ll.  2s.  /Id.  In  Solon's  time,  the 
price  of  a  sheep  was  7f  d.  A.  soldier's  daily  pay  was  a  drachma. 
The  yearly  salary  of  a  common  schoolmaster  at  Athens  was  a 
itina.  In  the  early  times  of  the  republic,  five  hundred  drachmae 
were  thought  a  competent  fortune  for  a  gentlewoman,  l61.  2s.  1  id. 
To  Aristides's  two  daughters,  the  Athenians  gave  three  thousand 
dracbn:js,  9^1.  1/*.  2d.     The  arts  and  science,  were  rated  very 
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those  who  were  to  command,  or  to  contribute  io 
the  equipment  of  a  galJey,  ever  had  recourse  to  the 
pretence  of  poverty  to  be  exempted  from  then*  duty  s 
but  vessels  were  sent  out,  money  was  supplied,  and 
none  of  our  affairs  neglected.  After  this  (thanks 
to  fortune!)  our  revenues  were  considerably  im- 
proved i  and,  instead  of  one  hundred,  rose  to  four 
hundred  talents ;  and  this,  without  any  loss  to  the 
wealthy  citizens,  but  rather  wdth  advantage ;  for 
they  share  the  public  affluence,  and  justly  share  it. 
Why  then  do  we  reproach  each  other  ?  why  have 
we  recourse  to  such  pretences,  to  be  exempted  from, 
our  duty  ?  unless  we  envy  the  poor  that  supply 
with  which  fortune  hath  favoured  them.  I  do  not, 
and  I  think  no  one  should  blame  them :  for,  in 
private  families,  I  do  not  find  the  young  so  devoid 
of  respect  to  years,  or  indeed  any  one  so  unreason- 
able and  absurd,  as  to  refuse  to  do  his  duty,  unless 
all  others  do  quite  as  much :  such  perverseness 
would  render  a  man  obnoxious  to  the  laws  against 
nndutiful  children,  for  to  nothing  are  we  more  in- 
violably bound  than  to  a  just  and  cheerful  discharge 
of  that  debt,  in  which  both  nature  and  the  laws 
engage  us  to  our  parents.  And  as  we,  each  of  us, 
have  our  particular  parents,  so  all  our  citizens  are 
to  b&  esteemed  the  common  parents  of  the  states 
and,  therefore,  instead  of  depriving  them  of  what 
the  state  bestows^  we  ought,  if  there  were  not  this 

Mgh-j  and,  though  the  price  of  a  seat  in  the  theatre  was  no  more 
than  two  oboli,  or  24^d.,  yet  the  performers  were  rewarded  mag- 
nificently. When  AmoebKus  sung  ia  the  theatre  of  Athens,  his 
pay/fr  diem  was  a  talent. 
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provision,  to  find  out  some  other  means  of  supply- 
ing tlieir  necessities.  Il  the  rich  proceed  upon  these 
principles,  they  will  act  agreeably,  not  to  justice 
only,  but  to  good  policy  :  for,  to  rob  some  men  of 
iheir  necessary  subsistence,  is  to  raise  a  number  of 
enemies  to  the  commonwealth. 

To  men  of  lower  fortunes  I  give  this  advice  :  that 
they  should  remove  those  grievances  of  which  the 
wealthier  members  complained  so  loudly  and  so 
justly  :  (for  I  now  proceed  in  the  manner  I  proposed, 
and  shall  not  scruple  to  offer  such  truths  as  may  be 
favourable  to  the  rich.)  Look  out,  not  through 
Athens  only,  but  every  other  state,  and,  in  my  opi- 
nion, you  will  not  find  a  man  of  so  cruel,  so  inhu- 
man, a  disj)osition,  as  to  complain,  when  he  sees 
poor  men,  men  who  even  want  the  necessaries  of 
life,  receivin^^  these  appointments.  Where  then 
lies  the  ditiiculty  ?  whence  this  animosity.-*  When 
they  behold  certain^  persons  charging  private  for- 
tunes with  those  demands  which  were  usually  an- 
swered by  the  public;  when  they  behold  the  pro- 
poser of  this  immediately  rising  in  your  esteem,  and, 
(as  far  as  your  protection  can  make  him)  immortal ; 
when  they  find  your  private  votes  entirely  different 
from  your  public  clamours  ;  then  it  is  that  their  in- 
dignation is  raised  :  for  justice  requires,  Athenians  ! 
that  the  advantages  of  society  should  be  shared  by 
ah  its  m.embcrs.  1'he  rich  should  have  their  lives 
anci  loi tunes  well  secured;  that  so,  when  any  dan- 

•  H'Aen  tJuy  hchold certain,  &c.     See  note  on  page  21 1. 
VOL.  I.  a 
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ger  threatens  their  country,  their  opulence  may  be 
applied  to  its  defence.  Other  citizens  should  re- 
gard the  public  treasure  as  it  really  is,  the  property 
of  all,  and  be  content  with  their  just  portion  ;  but 
should  esteem  all  private  fortunes  as  the  laviolablc 
right  of  their  possessors.  Thus  a  small  state  rises 
to  greatness,  a  great  one  preserves  its  power. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  possibly  these  are  the 
duties  of  our  several  citizens :  yet,  that  they  may  be 
performed  agreeably  to  the  laws,  some  regulations 
must  first  be  made.— The  causes  of  our  present 
disorders  arc  many  in  number,  and  of  long  conti- 
nuance. Grant  me  your  attention,  and  I  shall  trace 
them  to  their  origin, 

.      You  have  departed,  Athenians  !   from  that  plan 

of  government  which  your  ancestors  laid   down,, 

You  are  persuaded  by  your  leaders,  that  to  be  the 

first  among  the  Greeks,  to  keep   up  your   forces 

ready  to  redress  the  injured,  is  an  unnecessary  and 

vain  expense.     You  are  taught  to  think,  that  to  he 

down  in  indolence,  to  be  free  from  public  cares,  to 

abandon  all  your  interests  one  by  one,  a  prey  to 

the  vioilance  and  craft  of  others,  is  to  be  perfectly 

secure^  and  surprisingly   happy.     By  these  means, 

the  station  which  you   should  have  mamtamed  is 

now  seized  by  another,  and  he  is  become  the  sue- 

cessful,  the  mighty,  potentate.    And  what  else  could 

have    been  expected  ?    for,   as  the  Lacedemomnns 

were  unfortunate,  thcThebans  engaged  in  the  Pno- 

cign   war,  and  we   quite   insensible^   he    had  m 
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competitor  for  a  prize  so  noble,  so  great,  so  illus- 
trious, which  for  along  time  engaged  the  most  con- 
siderable states  of  Greece  in  the  severest  contests.. 
Thus  is  he  become  formidable,  strengthened  by  al- 
liances, and  attended  by  his  armies:  while  all  the 
Greeks  are  involved  in  so  many  and  so  great  diffi- 
culties, that  it  is  hard  to  say  where  they  may  find 
resourses.  But,  of  all  the  dangers  of  the  several 
states,  none  arc  so  dreadful  as  those  which  threaten 
ours  :  not  only  because  Philip's  designs  aim  prin- 
cipally at  us,  but  because  wc,  of  all  others,  have 
been  most  regardless  of  our  interests. 

If  then,  from  the  variety''  of  merchandises  and 
plenty  of  provisions,  you  flatter  yourselves  that  the 
state  is  not  in  danger,  you  judge  unworthily  and 
falsely.  Hence  we  might  determine  whether  our 
markets  were  well  or  ill  supplied:  but  the  strength 
of  that  state,  which  is  regarded  by  all  who  aim  at 
the  sovereignty  of  Greece  as  the  sole  obstacle  to 
their  designs,  the  well-known  guardian  of  liberty, 
is  not  surely  to  be  judged  of  by  its  vendibles.  No: 
we  should  inquire  whether  it  be  secure  of  the  affec- 
tions of  its  allies  ;  whether  it  be  powerful  in  arms. 
There  are  the  points  to  be  consideied  :  and  in  these, 
instead  of  being  well  provided,  you  are  totally  de- 
ficient. To  be  assured  of  this,  you  need  but 
attend  to  the  following  consideration.  At  what 
time  have  the  affairs  of  Greece  been  in  the  greatest 

*  Ifi/ien,/rom  the  •variety,  Sec.     See  notc  on  tlie  oration  01^  the 
Biate  of  the  Chersonesusj  p.  Iti3. 
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confusion  ?  I  believe  it  will  not  be  affirmed,  that 
Ihey  have  ever  been  in  grentcr  than  at  j^resent.  For, 
in  former  times,  Greece  was  always  divided  into 
two  parties,  that  of  tlie  Laeedemonians,  and  ours. 
AH  the  several  states  adhered  to  one  or  the  other  of 
these.  The  KING,  vv^hile  he  had  alliances  here, 
was  equally  suspected  by  Till.  By  espousing  the 
cause  of  the  vanquished  %  he  gained  some  ercdit 
until  he  restored  them  to  the  same  degree  of  power 
with  tiicir  adversaries  ;  after  that,  he  became  no  less 
hated''  by  those  whom  he  had  saved,  than  by  those 
whom  he  had  constantly  opposed.  But  now,  in 
the  first  place,  the  KING  lives  in  amity  with  all  the 

^  By  espousing  the  cause  of  the  'va?!qu'?shcJ,  &c.  Laccdemon  first 
■pntered  into  an  alliance  with  Darius  Nothus,  by  the  mediation  of 
Tissaphernes;  which  enabled  Lysander  to  conquer  Alliens. 
Conon  obtained  from  Artaxerxes  Mnemon  the  succours  necessary 
to  revenge  liis  country,  and  to  re-establish  it.  And  it  was  with 
reason  that  the  kings  of  Persia  attended  to  the  preservation  of  ^ 
due  balance  between  the  Grecian  states,  lest  the  p:  evading  power 
might  turn  its  thoughts  to  Asia,  and  attempt  an  invasion  there. 

TouK. 

^  He  hecmne  no  Lss  hated,  kc     Lacedemon  bad  no  sooner  sub- 
jected the  Athenians,   by  the  help  of  Darius,  but  she  ravaged  the 
Persian  provinces  in   Asia   Tvlinor,  and  joined  with  the  rebeliious- 
satraps.     And  as  soon  as  the  Athenians  were  delivered  by  Artax- 
erxes from  the  Spartan  yoke,  they  espoused  the  quarrel  of  Evago- 
ras,  who  had  revolted  from  Artaxerxes,  and  usurped  a  great  part 
of  the  kingdom  of  Cyprus.     Benelits  could  not  bind  these  states. 
Interest  alone  formed  their  engagements,  and  interest  dissolved, 
them.     The  picture  here  exhibited  of  the  conduct  of  the  Greeks, 
towards  the  kings  of  Persia,  is  by  no  means  flattering,  in  point  of 
morals.     But  it  is  not  in  ancient  times  only  that  we  find  morals 
must  be  silent,  when  politics  speak.  Tour. 
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Greeks  ;  (indeed,  wllhput  some  iTniiicdiate  reforma- 
tion in  uiir  conduct,  we  must  be  excei)ted.)     In  the 
next  place,  there  are  several  cities  which  aliect  the; 
cliaracters  of  guardians  and   protectors.     They  are 
all  possessed  with   a   strong  passion  for   pre-cmi- 
ncncc;  and  some  of  ihcm  (to  their  shame  \)  deseri, 
and  envy,  and  distrust,  each  other.     In  a  word,  the 
Argians,    The  bans,    Corinthians,     Lacedemonians, 
Arcadians,   and  Atlienians,  have  all  erected  them- 
selves  into  so   many    distmct    sovereignties.     But 
among  all  these  parlies,  all  these  governing  states, 
inlo  vihich  Greece  is  broken,  there  is  not  one  (if  I 
may  speak  freely)  to  wdiose  councils^  tewer  Grecian 
affairs  are   submitted  than   to  ours  :  and  no  won- 
lit  r ;  when  neither  love,   nor  confidence,  nor  fear, 
can  induce  any  people  to  apply  to  you.     it  is  not 
one  single   cause  that   hath  effected  this;   (in  that 
ease  the  remedy  were  easy;)  but   many  faults,  of 
various  natures  and  of  long  continuance.     With- 
out entering  ivAo  a  particular   detail,   I   sliall  men- 
tion one  in   which  they  all  centre:   but   I  must  first: 
entreat  you  not  to  be  offended,  if  1  speak  so:ne  bold 
truths  without  reserve. 

»  To  ii-Ji'isc  councils,  8ic.  The  ruling  state-;  of  Greece,  accoiuit- 
rd  it  their  greatest  glory  to  see  and  hear  a  number  of  uul!Hs.s;ulor< 
i:i  their  assemblies,  soiieiiing  their  proteetioh  and  allijnce.  The 
conquests  which  Philip  made  in  Tliracc  lud  put  an  cud  to  !ii.ii,y 
application*,  of  this  S';rt,  wl-.ich  had  i'ormedy  bc^n  aJdrcsvjJ  ii> 
the  Athenians.  And  their  indolence  m.ule  ptopJe  decline  any 
c'.igngcmeiits  with  them.  Toieigncrs  v\ ere  j;v  rs:;ade<J,  that  ihty 
■nhowcre  insensible  to  their  own  interests,  were  nyi  l.k-Iy  nj 
j;<aut  the  due  attention  to  those  of  others. 

Q  3 
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Etery  opportunity  which  might  have  been  im- 
proved to  your  advantage  hath  been  sold.  The  ease 
and  supineness  in  which  you  are  indulged  have  dis- 
armed your  resentment  against  the  traitors ;  and 
thus  others  are  suffered  to  possess  your  honours. — 
But,  at  present,  I  shall  take  notice  only  of  what 
relates  to  Philip.  If  he  be  mentioned,  immediately 
there  is  one  ready  to  start  up,  and  cry,  "  We  should 
*'  not  act  inconsiderately;  we  should  not  involve 
"  ourselves  in  a  war."  And  then  he  is  aure  not  to 
ibrget  the  great  happiness  of  living  in  peace,  the 
misfortune  of  being  loaded  with  the  maintenance  of 
a  large  army ;  tlie  evil  designs  of  some  persons 
against  our  treasures ;  with  others  of  the  like  mo- 
liientous  truths. 

But,  these  exhortations  to  peace  should  not  be 
addressed  to  you  :  your  conduct  is  but  too  pacific  : 
let  them  rather  be  addressed  to  him  who  is  in  arms. 
If  he  can  be  prevailed  on,  there  will  be  no  difBculty 
on  your  part.  Then,  it  cannot  be  thought  a  mis- 
fortune to  provide  for  our  security  at  the  expense  of 
^some  part  of  our  possessions  :  the  consequences 
that  must  arise,  if  this  provision  be  neglected,  rather 
deserve  that  name.  And  as  to  the  plundering  of  your 
treasury,  this  must  be  prevented,  by  finding  some 
etfectual  means  to  guard  it ;  not  by  neglecting  your 
interests.  Nor  can  I  but  express  the  utmost  indig- 
nation, when  I  find  some  of  you  complaining  that 
your  treasures  are  plundered,  though  it  be  in  your 
power  to  secure  them,  and  to  punish  the  guilty ; 
and  yet   looking  on  with  indifterence,  while  Philip 
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is  plundering  every  part  of  Greece   successively  j 
and  this,  that  he  may  at  last  destroy  you. 

And,  what  can  be  the  reason,  Athenians?  that, 
when  Philip  is  guilty  of  such  manifest  violations  of 
justice,  when  he  is  actually  seizing  our  cities,  yet 
none  of  these  men  will  acknowledge  thai  he  acts 
unjustly,  or  commits  hostilities ;  but  assert,  that  they 
who  rouse  you  from  your  insensibilityj  and  urge  you 
to  oppose  these  outrages,  are  involving  you  in  war  } 
This  is  the  reason ;  that,  w^hatever  accidents  may 
happen  in  the  course  of  the  war,  (and  there  is  a 
necessity,  a  melancholy  necessity,  that  war  should 
be  attended  wdth  many  accidents,)  they  may  lay  the 
whole  blame  upon  your  best  and  most  faithful 
counsellors.  They  know,  that,  if,  wdth  a  steady 
and  unanimous  resolution,  you  oppose  the  insolent 
invader,  he  must  be  conquered,  and  they  deprived 
of  a  master,  whose  pay  was  ever  ready.  But,  if  the 
first  unhappy  accident  calls  you  off  to  private  trials^ 
and  prosecutions,  they  need  but  appear  as  accusers, 
and  two  great  points  are  secured :  your  favour,  and 
Philip's  gold  J  while  you  discharge  the  vengeance 
due  to  their  perfidy  against  your  faithful  speakers. 
These  are  their  hopes  ;  these  the  grounds  of  their 
complaints,  that  certain  persons  are  involving  you 
in  war.  For  my  own  pa  it,  this  I  know  peri'cctly, 
that,  although  it  hath  never  been  proposed  by  any 
Athenian  to  declare  war,  yet  Phihp  hath  seized  many 
X)f  our  territories,  and  but  just  now  sent  succours  to 
the  Cardians.  But,  if  we  will  persuade  ourselves 
that  he  is  not  committing  hostilities,  he  w^ould  be, 

Q.  4 
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the  most  senseless  of  mortals^  should  he  attempt  to 
undeceive  us :  for,  when  they  who  have  received 
the  injury  deny  it,  must  the  offender  prove  his 
guilt  ?  But,  when  he  marches  directly  hither,  what 
shall  we  then  say  ?  He  will  still  deny  that  he  is  at 
war  with  ns  j  (as  he  did  to  the  people  of  Oreum, 
until  his  forces  were  in  the  heart  of  their  domini- 
ons ;  as  he  did  to  those  of  Pherae,  until  he  was  upon 
the  point  of  storming  their  walls ;  as  he  did  to  the 
Olynthians,  until  he  appeared  in  their  territories  at 
the  head  of  an  army.)  Shall  we  then  say,  that  they 
who  urge  us  to  defend  our  country,  are  involving 
lis  in  a  war  ?  If  so,  we  must  be  slaves.  There  is  no 
medium  \  Nor  is  your  danger  the  same  with  that 
of  other  states.  Philip's  design  is  not  to  enslave^ 
but  to  extirpate,  Athens,  He  knows,  that  a  state 
like  yours,  accustomed  to  command,  will  not,  or  if 
it  were  inclined,  cannot,  submit  to  slavery  :  he 
knows,  that,  if  you  have  an  opportunity,  you  can 
give  him  more  disturbance  than  any  other  people ; 
SiYid,  therefore,  if  ever  he  conquers  us,  we  may  be 
sure  of  finding  no  degree  of  mercy. 

Since,  then,  yon  are  engaged  in  defence  of  all  that 
is  dear  to  you,  apply  to  the  great  work  with  an  at- 
tention equal  to  the  importance  of  it :  let  the  wretches 
who  have  openly  sold  themselves  to  this  man,  be 
the  objectsof  your  abhorrence ;  let  them  meet  with 
the  utmost  severity  of  public  justice.  For  you  will 
not,  you  cannotj  conquer  your  foreign  enemies,  until 
)ou  have  punished  those  that  lurk  within  your 
wails.     No  ;    they   will  ever  prove    so  many  ob- 
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stacles  to   impede  our  progress,  and  to  give   our 
enemies  the  superiority. 

And,  what  can  be  the  reason  that  he  treats  you 
with  insolence,  (for  I  cannot  call  his  present  con- 
duct by  another  name;)   that    he    utters  menaces 
against  you,  while  he,  at  least,  condescends  to  dis- 
semble wilh   other  people,  and  to  gain  their  confi- 
dence by  good  ofiiccs  ?  Thus,  by  heaping  favours 
upon  the  Thessalians,  he  led   them  insensibly  into 
their  present  slavery.      It  is  not  possible  to  enume- 
rate all  the  various  artifices  he  practised  against  the 
wretched  Olynthians  :  (such,  among  others,  was  the 
putting  them  in  possession  of  Potidsea.)   In  his  late 
transactions  with  the  Thebans,  he  enticed  them  to 
his  party,  by  yielding  Boeotia  to  them,  and  by  free- 
ing them  from  a  tedious  and  distressing  war.     And 
thus,  alter  receiving  their  several  insidious  favours^ 
some  of  these  people  have  suffered  calamities  but 
too  well  known    to    all;     others   must    submit   to 
whatever  may  belal   them.     What  you  yourselves 
have  formerly  lost,  1  bhall  not  mention  j  but,  in  the 
very  treaty  of  peace,   in  how    many  instances  have 
we  been  deceived  ?  how  have  we  been  despoiled  } 
Did  wc  not  give  up  Phocis  and   the  Straits  ?    Did 
not  we  lose  our  Thracian   dominions,  Doriscum, 
Senium,   and    even    our  ally   Cersobleptcs  .<*   Is  he 
not  in  possession  of  Cardia  ?  and  doth  he  not  avow 
his  usurpation  ?  Whence  is  it,  then,   that  his  be- 
I'aviour   tow'ards  you   io  so  dilhrent  from   that  to- 
wards others  ?   Because,  of  all   the  Grecian  states, 
ours  is  the  only  one  in  which  harangues  in   favour 
of  enemies  are  pronounced  with  impunity  ;  and  ti^c 
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venal  wretch  may  utter  his  falsehoods  with  security, 
even  while  you  are  losing  your  dominions.  It  was 
not  safe  to  speak  for  Philip,  at  Olynthus,  until  the 
people  had  been  gained  by  Potidsea.  In  Thessaly, 
it  was  not  safe  to  speak  for  Phihp,  until  that  people 
had  been  gained  by  the  expulsion  of  their  tyrants,  and 
by  being  reinstated  in  the  council  of  Amphictj^ons. 
Nor  could  it  have  been  safely  attempted  at  Thebes, 
until  he  had  given  them  up  Boeotia,  and  extermi- 
nated the  Phoeians.  But,  at  Athens,  without  the 
least  danger  may  Philip  be  defended,  although  he 
hath  deprived  us  of  Amphipolis  and  the  territory 
of  Cardia ;  although  he  threatens  our  city  by  his 
fortifications  in  Euboea ;  although  he  is  now 
marching  to  Byzantium.  Hence,  some  of  his  ad- 
vocates have  arisen  from  penury  to  affluence,  from 
obscurity  and  contempt  to  honour  and  eminence  ;. 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  you  have  sunk  from  glory 
to  disgrace,  from  wealth  to  poverty  :  for,  the  riches 
of  a  state  I  take  to  be  the  number,  fidelity,  and  af- 
fection of  its  allies ;  in  all  which  you  are  notorioufly 
deficient.  And,  by  your  total  insensibility,  while 
your  affairs  are  thus  falling  into  ruin,  he  is  become 
successful,  great,  and  formidable  to  all  the  Greeks, 
to  all  the  barbarians  ;  and  you  deserted  and  incon- 
siderable ;  sumptuous  indeed  in  your  markets,  but, 
in  every  thing  relating  to  military  power,  ridiculous. 

There  are  some  orators,  I  find,  who  view  your 
interests  and  their  own  in  a  quite  different  light. 
To  you  they  urge  the  necessity  of  continuing  quiet, 
whatever  injuries  you  arc  exposed  to  ;  they  them- 
l^elves  find  this  impo^ible,  though  no  one  o^ere^ 
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them  the  least  Injury.  To  you  I  speak,  Aiistoclc- 
mus"!  Suppose  a  person  should,  without  severity, 
ask  you  this  question  :  "  How  is  it,  that  you,  who 
"  are  sensible,  (for  it  is  a  well-known  truth)  that 
*'  the  life  of  private  men  is  serene  and  easy, 
"  and  free  from  danger ;  that  of  statesmen,  in- 
"  vidious  and  insecure,  subject  to  daily  contests 
"  and  disquiets;  should  yet  prefer  the  life  cncom* 
*'  passed  with  dangers,  to  that  of  peace  and  disen- 
*'  gagement  ?"  What  could  you  say  ?  Suppose  we 
admit  the  truth  of  the  very  best  answer  you  could 
make,  "  that  you  were  prompted  by  a  desire  of 
"  honour  and  renown  :"  is  it  possible,  that  you, 
who  engaged  in  such  painful  undertakings,  who 
despised  all  toils  and  dangers,  for  the  sake  of  these, 
should  advise  the  state  to  give  them  up  for  case  and 
indulgence  ?  You  cannot  surely  say,  that  it  was  in- 
cumbent upon  you  to  maintain  a  degree  of  emi- 
nence in  the  city  ;  and  that  the  city  was  not  con- 
cerned to  maintain  her  eminence  in  Greece  !  Nob 
do  I  see  how  the  public  safety  requires  that  w» 
should  confine  ourselves  to  our  own  concerns  ;  and 
yet,  that  an  officious  intrusion  into  those  of  others 
should  be  necessary  for  your  safety.  On  the  con- 
trary, you  arc  involving  yourself  in  the  greatest  dan- 
gers,   by   being  unnecessarily  assiduous;    and  the 

'  To  you  I  sfeak,  AristoJemus  !  He  was  by  profession  a  player  j 
and  was  one  of  the  ten  ambassadors  which  the  Athenians  had 
sent  to  the  court  of  Macedon,  lo  treat  about  the  peace.  At  lus 
j-fturn,  Demosihenes  proposed  a  decree  for  erowning  this  very 
man  for  bis  good  services,  whom  he  here  inveighs  against  with 
eo  much  bilieiUtsSi 
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city,  by  being  quite  inactive.  "  But  then  you  have 
•"  an  illustrious  reputation, derived  from  your  family, 
"  which  it  would  be  shameful  not  to  support: 
'^  while,  on  the  contrary,  nothing  has  been  trans - 
"  mitted  from  our  fathers,  but  obscurity  and  mean- 
*'  ness."  This  is  equally  false.  Your  father  was 
like  you,  and  therefore  base  and  infamous.  To 
the  honour  of  our  ancestors,  let  all  Greece  bear  wit- 
ness j  twice  rescued  %  by  their  valour,  from  the 
greatest  dangers. 

There  are  persons,  then,  who  do  not  act  with  the 
same  firmness  and  integrity  in  the  conduct  of  their 
own  affairs,  and  those  of  the  state.  Is  not  this  the 
case,  when  some  of  them,  after  escaping  from  prison, 
have  raised  themselves  so  high,  as  to  forget  their 
former  condition ;  and  yet  have  reduced  a  state> 
whose  pre-eminence  in  Greece  was  but  now  uni- 
versally acknowledged,  to  the  lowest  degree  of  in- 
famy and  meanness  ? 1  could  say  more  on  these 

.nnd  other  points  ;  but  I  forbear  :  for  it  is  not  want 
of  good  counsel  that  now  distresses,  or  ever  hath 
distressed,  you.  But,  when  your  true  interests  have 
been  laid  before  you,  and  that  you  have  been 
unanimous  in  your  approbation,  you  can,  with 
equal  patience,  attend  to  those  who  endeavour  to 

*  Twice  rescued,  ice.     First  at  Marathon,   and  afterward?  at 

,Sfilamis.     Isocrates  mentions  a  third   time,  when  they  delivered 

'  Greece  from  the  Spartan  yoke.     Demosthenes  (frequently  speaks 

of  this  in  the  highest   terms,   but)  here  rather  chooses  to  lessen 

the  glory  of  his  country,  than  to  recal  an  event  which  reflected 

©n  the  I-acedemonians^  now  in  alliance  \,vith  Athens.  Tovb.> 
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discredit,  to  overthrow  all  that  hath  been  advanced. 
Not  that  you  arc  ignorant  of  their  characters  ;  (for 
you  can,  at  first  glance,  distinguish  the  hireling  and 
agent  of  Philip  from  the  true  patriot;)  but  that,  by 
impeaching  your  faithful  friends,  and  by  turning 
the  whole  aftuir  into  ridicule  and  invective,  you 
may  find  a  pretence  for  the  entire  neglect  of  your 
duty. 

You  have  now  heard  truths  of  the  highest  mo- 
ment, urged  with  all  freedom,  fimplicity,  and  zeal. 
You  have  heard  a  sj)ecch  not  filled  with  flattery, 
danger,  and  deceit ;  calculated  to  bring  gold  to  the 
speaker,  and  to  reduce  the  state  into  the  power  of 
its  enemies.  It  remains,  therefore,  that  the  whole 
tenor  of  }oi'r  conduct  be  reformed!  if  not,  that 
utter  desolation,  which  will  be  found  in  your  affairs, 
must  be  imputed  wholly  to  yourselves. 


END     OF    THE    FOURTH    PHILIPPIC. 


THE 

TWELFTH   ORATION 


AGAINST 


PHILIP: 


COMMONLY    CALLED 


THE  ORATION  ON  THE  LETTER; 


PRONOUNCED    IN    THE 


ARCIIONSIIIP  OF  THEOPHRASTUS, 


THE  YFAR.  AFTER.  THE  FOREGOING  ORATION. 


TO    WHICH    IS    PREFIXED, 


Philifs  Letter  to  the  Atlicn'iatis. 


C   2-11    3 


INTRODUCTION. 

THE  former  oration  inspired  the  Atlicnians 
with  the  resolution  oi  sending  succours  to  all  the 
cities  that  were  threatened  by  Philip's  arms : 
and  their  first  step  was,  to  dispatch  to  the  Hel- 
lespont a  convoy  with  provisions;  which  weigh- 
ed anchor  in  view  of  Selymbria,  a  city  of  the 
Propontis,  then  besieged  by  the  Macedonians, 
and  was  there  seized  by  x^myntas,  Philip's  ad- 
miral. The  ships  were  demanded  by  tlic  Athe- 
nians, and  returned  by  Philip,  but  \\ith  decla- 
rations sufficiently  alarming;. 

The  obstinate  valour  of  the  Pcrinthlans  had 
forced  Philip  to  turn  the  siege  into  a  blockade. 
He  marched  off  with  a  considerable  body  of  his 
army,  to  attack  other  places;  and  tn^e  an  in- 
cursion into  the  territories  of  Bvzantium.  The 
Byzantines  shut  themselves  up  within  their  city, 
and  dispatched  one  of  their  citizens  lo  Athens, 
to  desire  the  assistance  of  that  state  ;  who,  v\  ith 
some  difficulty,  prevailed  to  have  a  fleet  of  forty 
ships  sent  out,  under  the  coranjund  of  Chares. 

As  this  general  had  not  the  same  reputation 
in  other  places  as  at  Athens,  the  cities  by  which 
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he  was  to  pass  refused  to  receive  him :  so  that 
he  was  obliged  to  wander  for  some  time  along 
the  coasts,  extorting  contributions  from  the 
Athenian  allies  ;  despised  by  the  enemy,  and 
suspected  by  the  whole  world.  He  appeared  at 
last  before  Byzantium  ;  where  he  met  with  the 
same  mortifying  treatment  as  in  other  places, 
and  was  refused  admission :  and  shortly  after 
was  defeated  by  Amyntas  in  a  naval  engage- 
ment, in  which  a  considerable  part  of  his  fleet 
was  either  sunk  or  taken, 

Philip  had  for  some  time  perceived,  that,* 
sooner  or  later,  he  must  inevitably  come  to  a 
rupture  with  the  Athenians.  His,  partizans 
were  no  longer  able  to  lull  them  into  security. 
Their  opposition  to  his  designs,  however  im- 
perfect and  ineffectual,  w^as  yet  sufficient  to 
alarm  him.  He  therefore  determined  to  en- 
deavour to  abate  that  spirit  which  now  began 
to  break  through  their  inveterate  indolence ; 
and  for  this  purpose  sent  them  a  letter,  in  which, 
with  the  utmost  art,  he  laid  open  the  causes  of 
complaint  he  had  against  them,  and  threatened 
them  with  reprisals.  This  letter  was  not  re- 
ceived at  Athens  till  after  the  news  of  Chares's 
defeat. 

Philip  had  now^  laid  siege  to  Byzantium  ;  and 
exerted  all  his  efforts  to  make  himself  master  of 
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that  city.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Athenians 
\vcre  disheartened  by  the  ill  success  of  their 
commander,  and  began  to  repent  of  having  sent 
any  succours  :  when  Phocion,  who  always  as- 
sumed the  liberty  of  speaking  his  sentiments 
ireely,  assured  thetii,  that,  for  once,  they  them.- 
selvcs  had  not  been  in  fault ;  but  that  their  ge- 
neral only  was  to  blame.  He  was  immediately 
desired  to  take  on  himself  the  charge  of  re- 
lieving Byzantium  ;  and  set  sail  with  a  nume- 
rous body  of  forces.  He  was  received  with  the 
greatest  demonstrations  of  joy  :  and  his  whole 
conduct  expressed  the  utmost  wisdom  and  mo- 
deration. Nor  was  his  valour  less  conspicuous  : 
he  sustained  many  assaults  with  an  intrepidity 
w^orthy  of  the  early  ages  of  the  commonwealth ; 
and  at  last  obliged  Philip  to  raise  the  siege. 

Phocion  then  departed  amidst  the  general  ac- 
clamations of  the  people  whom  he  had  saved. 
He  proceeded  to  the  relief  of  the  colonies  of  the 
Chersonesus,  who  were  ever  exposed  to  the 
attacks  of  the  Cardians.  In  his  way  he  took 
iome  vessels  laden  with  arms  and  provisions  for 
the  enemy  :  and  obliged  the  Macedonians,  who 
had  attempted  Sestos,  to  abandon  their  enter- 
prise, and  shut  themselves  up  in  Cardia. 

And  thus,  after  various  expeditions  highly  ho- 
.nourable  to  himself  and  to  his  country,  Phocion 
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returned  home,  where  he  found  the  Athenians 
engaged  hi  a  debate  on  Phihp's  letter;  on  which 
occasion  Demosthenes  pronounced  his  last  ora- 
tion  against  Philip.  To  have  answered  the  let- 
ter particularly,  would  have  been  very  difficult : 
for,  though  Athens  had  the  better  cause,  yet 
many  irregularities  had  really  been  committed  ; 
which  Philip  knew  how  to  display  in  their  full 
force.  The  orator  therefore  makes  use  of  his 
art  to  extricate  himself  from  the  difficulty; 
avoids  all  former  discussions  of  facts  ;  and  ap- 
plies himself  at  once  to  raise  the  lively  passions  : 
affects  to  consider  this  letter  as  an  open  decla- 
ration of  war  ;  inflames  the  imaginations  of  his 
hearers  with  this  idea ;  and  speaks  only  of  the 
means  to  support  their  arms  against  so  power- 
ful an  enemy. 


[     2J5      ] 


P  II  I  L  I  P'S    LETT  E  R' 


TO    THE 


ATHENIANS. 


Theoplirastus.  Archon — A.  R.  Philip  21. — Olympiad  110.  An.  1*- 


PHILIP, 

To  the  Senate  and  People  of  Athens, 
Greeting : 

As  the  embassies  I  have  frequently  sent  to  enforde! 
those  oaths  and  declarations  by  which  wc  stand  en- 
gaged, have  produced  no  alteration  in  your  con- 

a  This  letter  is  a  master-piece  in  the  original.  It  has  a  majes"* 
tic  and  a  persuasive  vivacity  j  a  force  and  justness  of  reasoning 
sustained  through  the  whole  3  a  clear  exposition  of  facts,  and 
each  followed  by  its  natural  consequence  j  a  delicate  irony  :  ia 
short,  a  noble  and  concise  style,  made  for  kings  who  speak  well, 
or  have  taste  and  discernment  at  least  to  make  choice  of  thos;; 
•who  can  make  them  speak  well.  If  Philip  was  himself  the  au- 
thor of  this  letter,  as  it  is  but  just  to  believe,  .since  we  have  no 
j>roof  to  the  contrary,  we  may  reasonably  pronounce  of  him,  as 
was  said  of  Caesar,  t/ut  he  ivrole  ivith  that  sftr'tt  iv'ith  ivhich  he 
fought.      Ejilcm  im'utio  dixit,  quo  lellavit.    Quiut.  Inst.  1,  10.  c,  J* 
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duct,  I  thought  it  necessary  thus  to  lay  before  you 
the  several  particulars  in  which  I  think  myself  ag- 
grieved. Be  not  surprised  at  the  length  of  this  let- 
ter ;  for,  as  I  have  many  causes  of  complaint,  it  is 
necessary  to  explain  them  all  distinctly. 

First  then,  when  Nlcias  the  herald*  was  forcibly 
taken  out  of  my  own  territory ;  instead  of  punishing 
the  author  of  this  outrage,  as  justice  required,  you 
added  to  his  wrongs,  by  keeping  him  ten  months 
in  prison  :  and  the  letters  entrusted  to  him  ^,  by  us, 
you  read  publicly  in  your  assembly.  Again,  when 
the  ports  of  Thassus  were  open  <=  to  the  Byzan- 
tine galleys,  nay,  to  any  pirates  that  pleased,  you 
looked  on  with  indifference;  although  our  treaties 
expressly  say,  that  such  proceedings  shall  be  con- 

a  Jf7u'?i  K'uias  tJie  Jierald^  &c.  Probably  he  had  been  seized 
upon  his  journey  from  Thrace  to  Macedon,  by  Diopithes,  at  the 
time  of  his  invading  Philip's  Thracian  dominions,  as  mentioned 
in  the  preface  to  the  Oration  on  the  etate  of  the  Chcrsoncsus. 

Tour. 

t^  And  the  letters  aitrusted  Ito  hhn,  by  us,  &c.  The  Athenians 
hopedj  by  opening  this  packet,  io  get  some  light  into  Philip's 
secret  schemes  and  practices  against  them.  There  were  found  in 
it  some  letters  directed  to  Olympias,  Philip's  queen,  which  they 
treated  with  a  most  scrupulous  respect,  and  took  care  she  should 
receive  them  in  the  same  condition  in  which  they  had  been  in- 
tercepted. Tour. 

^  JVhen  the  ports  of  Thassus  ivere  open,  &c.  The  Athenians  had 
engaged,  by  an  article  of  their  treaty,  that  the  Thassians,  who 
were  their  subjects,  should  not  receive  any  shipa  that  committed 
piracies  on  the  subjects  or  allies  of  Philip.  This  article  had  not 
Jseen  strictly  observed  ;  perhaps  on  account  of  Philip's  own  in- 
ftrfelity.  Tou^. 
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sidered  as  an  actual  declaration  of  war.  About  tlie 
same  time  it  was  that  Diopithes  made  a  dcsi:ent 
upon  my  dominions,  carried  off  in  chains  the  in- 
liabitants  of  Crobyle  and  Tiristasis^  ravaged  all 
the  adjacent  parts  of  Thrace,  and  at  length  pro- 
ceeded to  such  a  pitch  of  lawless  violence,  as  tc> 
seize  Amphilochus^',  who  went,  in  quality  of  an 
ambassador,  to  treat  aboul  the  ransom  of  prisoners  ; 
whom,  after  he  had  reduced  him  to  the  greatest 
difficulties,  he  compelled  to  purchase  his  freedom, 
nt  the  rate  of  nine  talents.  And  this  he  did  witU 
the  approbation  of  his  state.  Yet  the  violation  of 
the  sacred  character  of  heralds  and  ambassadors  i^ 
accounted,  by  all  people^  the  height  of  impiety  t 
nor  have  any  expressed  a  deeper  sense  of  this,  than 
you  yourselves :  for,  when  the  Mcgareans  had  put 
Anthemocritus  to  death  %  the  people  proceeded  so  far 

*  Crohylf  and  Tirisiash.  The  first  of  these  places  is  quite  un- 
known. Tiristasis  is  placed  by  Plliiy  in  the  Thracian  Cherson- 
esus.  TouK. 

*»  Js  to  seize  Ainphikchui .  It  is  impossible  to  save  the  honour 
«f  Diopithes,  but  by  denying  tliciacl;  at  least  in  the  manner 
thjt  Philip  represents  it.  Touk. 

'  Tor,  ivhen  the  McgareaHs  had  put  Anthcmocrilus  to  death,  &c. 
Philip,  here,  beats  the  Athenians  with  their  own  weapons,  atid- 
cites,  very  much  to  the  purpose,  the  example  ot"  a  memorable 
rengeance,  w  hith  ihey  had  taken  about  an  age  before,  upon  llie 
jMegareans.  They  had  accused  this  people  of  favouring  a  revolt 
of  their  slaves,  and  of  profaning  a  tract  of  consecrated  land; 
and,  upon  tliii  account,  e.rcluded  them  from  all  advantages  of 
commerce  in  the  ports  and  markets  of  Athens.  Thucydides  stops 
here  ;  but  Pausanias  adds,  that  Anthemocritus  wen:  from  Athens, 
iti  quality  of  aa  herald,  to  summoii  the  Mcgarean*  to  de^iit  from 
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as  to  exclude  them  from  the  mysteries* ;  and  erected 
a  statue  before  the  gates,  as  a  monument  of  their 
crime.  And  is  not  this  shocking  to  be  avowedly 
guihy  of  the  very  same  crimes,  for  which  your  re- 
sentment fell  so  severely  upon  others,  when  you 
yourselves  were  aggrieved  ? 

In  the  next  place,  Callias,  yom'  general,  hath 
made  himself  master  of  alHhe  towns  upon  the  bay 

their  sacrilege;,  and  that,  for  answer,  they  pat  him  to  death.  Tl.e 
interest  of  the  gods  served  the  Athenians  for  a  pretence  ;  but  the 
famous  Aspasia,  whom  Pericles  was  so  violently  in  love  with,  was 
the  true  cause  cf  their  rupture  with  Megara.  Some  young  Athe- 
nians, heated  by  wine,  had  taken  away  from  Mcgaia  a  re- 
markable courtezan,  called  Simaitha  j  and  the  Megareans,  by  way 
of  reprisal,  seized  two  Athenian  ladies  of  the  same  chu-acter,  that 
■were  in  Aspasia's  tiahi.  Pericles  espoused  his  favourite's  quarrel  ; 
and,  with  the  power  which  he  then  possessed,  easily  persuadsd 
the  people  to  whatever  he  pleased.  They  thundered  out  a  de- 
cree against  the  Megareans,  forbidding  all  commerce  with  them 
tipon  pain  of  death  :  they  drew  up  a  new  form  of  an  oath,  by 
which  every  general  obliged  himself  to  invade  the  territories  &f 
.Megara  twice  every  year.  This  decree  kindled  the  first  sparks  of 
contention,  which  at  length  flamed  out  in  the  Peloponnesiaa 
war.  It  was  the  work  of  three  courtezans.  The  most  illastrious 
events  have  sometimes  as  shameful  an  origin.  Tour. 

^  To  cxcIuiU  thc7n  froyn  the  7Hysteries ;  and  erected,  Ike.  Al!  the 
Greeks  had,  ordinarily,  a  right  to  be  initiated  into  what  were 
calkd  the  lesser  mysteries  which  the  Athenians  celebrated  st 
jEleusis,  in  honour  of  Ceres  and  Proserpine,  But,  upon  the  dlsalh 
of  Anthemocritus,  the  Megareans  were  excluded^  "and  a  statue, 
or  tomb  erected  in  honour  of  this  herald,  on  the  road  leading 
from  Athens  to  Eleusis,  near  the  gate  called  Dipylon.  Accord- 
ino"  to  Aristophanes  (in  Acharn,  Act.  2.  Sect.  5.)  the  Megareans 
denied  this  murder,  and  threw  the  whole  blame  of  it  upon  As- 
tasia and  Pericles,  I'ove. 
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of  Pegasus ;  though  comjjrehcnded  In  the  treaty 
made  with  you,  and  united  in  alliance  to  me.  Not 
a  vessel  could  steer  its  course  towards  Macedon, 
but  the  passengers  were  all  treated  by  him  as  ene- 
mieSj  and  sold  :  and  this  his  conduct  hath  been  ap- 
plauded by  the  resolutions  of  your  council.  So 
that  f  do  not  see  how  you  can  proceed  further,  if 
you  actually  declare  war  against  me.  For,  when 
we  were  at  open  hostilities,  you  did  but  send  out 
your  corsairs,  make  prize  of  those  who  were  sailing 
to  my  kingdom,  assist  my  enemies,  and  infest  my 
territories.  Yet  now^  when  we  are  professedly  at 
peace,  so  far  liave  your  injustice  and  rancour  hur- 
ried you,  that  you  have  sent  ambassadors  to  the 
Persian^  to  persuade  him  to  attack  me:  which  must 
appear  highly  surprising :  for,  before  that  prince 
had  subdued  ligypt  and  Phoenicia,  it  was  resolved  % 

*  You  Jiwve  sent  ambassadors  to  the  Ptrs/an,  &c.  Diodorns  in- 
forms us,  that  about  this  time  the  satraps  of  the  lesser  Asia  had 
obliged  Philip  to  raise  the  siege  of  Perimhus.  The  historian  does 
not  say  that  ihe  Athenians  invited  them  :  but  Philip  complains 
of  it  here ;  and  Pau«anias  observes,  that  in  this  expedition  the 
Persian  forces  were  commanded  by  Apollodorus,  an  Athenian  ge- 
neral. Vv'e  may  observe,  with  u  hat  disrespect  Philip  (whose 
ancestors,  in  their  greatest  prosperity,  never  aspired  higher  thaa 
to  the  alliance  of  some  satrap)  here  speaks  of  the  Great  King—*. 
T/je  Persian.  Toun. 

''  Before  that  prince  had  suhducd  Egypt  and  Phanii  ia,  it  ivas  re- 
ioJved,  &c.  Artaxerxes  Ochr.s,  who  governed  Persia  at  that  time, 
before  his  reduction  of  these  revolted  provincci-,  Iiad  marched 
into  the  lesser  Asia,  against  ArtabazKS,  a  rebellions  satrap.  The 
approach  of  the  Persians  alarmed  the  Greeks :  and  Athens  con- 
ceived a  design  of  attacking  them  in  their  own  country.     I'his 
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that,  if  he  attempted  any  new  enterprises,  you  woukt 
invite  me,  as  well  as  all  the  other  Greeks,  to  an 
association  against  him.  But  now,  with  such  ma- 
lice am  I  pursued,  that  you  are,  on  the  contrary, 
confederating  with  him  against  me.  In  former  times 
I  am  told,  your  ancestors  objected  it  as  an  heinous 
cringe  to  the  family*  of  Pisistratus,  that  they  had 
led  the  Persian  against  the  Greeks :  and  yet  you  are 
not  ashamed  to  commit  the  very  same  action,  for' 
which  you  were  continually  inveighing  against 
those  tyrants. 

But  your  injustice  hath  not  stopped  here.  Your 
decrees  command  me  to  permit  Teres  and  Cerso- 
bleptes  to  reign''  unmolested  in  Thrace,  as  being 

gave  occasion  to  the  oration  of  Demosthenes,  entitled,  Itsoi  ■tur^ 
llvu.^.opiu^y.  Philip  pretends  that  they  had  resolved  to  admit  hint 
into  the  confederacy  which  was  then  forming  in  favour  of  the 
Greeks,  with  whom  he  atfects  to  rank,  and  by  hi^  expressions 
removes  every  idea  of  foreigner  and  barbarian,  which  are  the 
representations  that  the  orator  frequently  makes  of  him.     Tour. 

'  Your  ancestors  objected  it  as  an  heinous  crime  to  tfie  fumUy ,  Sec. 
The  comparison  whicli  Philip  makes  here,  between  the  sons  of 
Pisistratus  and  the  orators  who  advised  an  alliance  with  Persia,  is 
founded  upon  an  history  too  well  known  to  be  enlarged  upon.  It 
is  undoubtedly  by  no  means  just :  for,  in  different  conjunctures, 
the  good  citizen  may  employ  the  same  forces  to  save  his  country 
that  the  wicked  one  had  formerly  employed  to  destroy  it.  How- 
ever, the  turn  he  gives  It  was  the  fittest  in  the  world  to  alfect  the 
people,  who  thought  it  their  greatest  honour  to  express  an,  inve-f 
terate  hatred  to  the  Persians. 

^  Tofermit  Teres  and  Cersohlcptes  to  reign,  Sec.     History  speaks 
only  of  Cersobleptcs.    They  bad  suffered  him  to  be  overthrow^ 
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citizens  of  Athens. 1  do  not  know  that  tbcy 

were  included  in  our  treaty,  that  their  names  are  to 
be  found  in  the  records  of  our  engagements,  or  that 
they  are  Athenians.  But  this  I  know,  that  Teres 
served  in  my  army  against  you,  and  that  when  Cer- 
soblcptes  proposed  to  my  ambassadors  to  take  th« 
necessary  oaths,  in  order  to  be  particularly  included 
in  the  treaty,  your  generals  prevented  him,  by  de- 
claring him  an  enemy  to  the  Athenians.  And  how  is 
this  equitable  or  just  ?  when  it  serves  j'our  purposes, 
to  proclaim  him  the  enemy  of  your  state  ;  when 
I  am  to  be  calumniated,  to  give  him  the  title  of 
your  citizen  ;  when  Sitalces  was  slain%  to  whom  you 
granted  the  privileges  of  your  city,  instantly  to  enter 
into  an  alliance  with  his  murderer  ;  yet  to  engage 
in  a  war  with  me,  on  account  of  Cersobleptes  ?  and 
this,  when  you  are  sensible  that  not  one  of  these 
your  adopted  citizens  have  ever  fhewed  the  least 
regard  to  your  laws  or  determinations.  But  to 
bring  this  affair  to  a  short  issue.     You  granted  the 

by  Philip,  and,  \vhen  they  found  how  nearly  they  themselves 
were  affected  by  his  fall,  employed  those  dccret^  to  endeavour  to 
restore  him.  Tour. 

'  U7:cn  Si.'a/ccs  zv.is  slain,  &c.  This  Sitalces  was  the  grnnd- 
fither  of  Cersobleptes.  In  the  beginning  of  the  Pcloponnesinn 
w.'.r,  he  rendered  the  Athenians  such  important  services,  that  they, 
by  way  of  acknowledgment,  admitted  his  son  Sndocus  into  the 
number  of  their  citizens.  In  the  eighth  year  of  this  war,  Sitalces 
was  killed  in  a  battle  against  the  Triballi.  His  nephew  Seuthes 
seized  the  kingdom,  in  prejudice  of  Iiis  children,  and  hence  be- 
came suspected  of  being  the  cause  of  his  death.  Philip  argues, 
from  thJs  hu-ipicion,  a*  ii  it  was  aa  undoubted  truth.  Tour. 
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rights  of  your  community^  to  Evagoras  of  Cyprus^ 
to  Dionysius  the  Syracusian,  and  to  their  descen- 
dants. Prevail  therefore  upon  the  men  who  have 
dispossessed  each  of  these,  to  restore  them  to  their 
dominions,  and  you  shall  recover  from  me  all  those 

^You  granted  the  rights  of  your  coi/imunily,  &c.  What  idea 
must  we  form  of  the  splendour  of  that  city,  where  even  kings 
solicited  for  the  rank  of  private  citizens !  The  other  states  of 
Greece  affected  the  same  kind  of  grandeur.  At  a  time  when  am- 
bassadors from  Corinth  were  congratulating  Alexander  on  his 
victories,  they  made  him  an  offer  of  the  freedom  of  their  city,  as 
the  greatest  mark  of  honour  possible.  Alexr.nder,  now  in  the 
full  splendour  of  his  fortune,  disdained  to  return  them  any  answer 
but  a  contemptuous  smile.  This  stung  the  ambassadors  to  the 
quick,  and  one  of  them  was  bold  enough  to  say,  "  Know,  Sir, 
"  that  the  great  Hercules,  and  you,  are  the  only  persons  whom 
"  Corinth  has  ever  deigned  to  distinguish  in  this  manner." 
This  softened  the  prince:  he  received  them  with  all  possible 
marks  of  respect,  and  accepted  of  a  title  which  had  been  so  dig- 
nified. Tour. 

^  To  Evagoras  rf  Cyj>r?^s.  The  Athenians  erected  a  statue  to 
iEvagoias,  the  elder  of  that  name,  and  declared  him  a  citizen  oi 
Athens,  for  having  assisted  Conon  in  restoring  their  liberty.  He 
caused  Salamis  to  revolt  from  the  Persians,  and  subdued  most  part'' 
of  the  island  of  Cyprus,  but  was  afterwards  reduced,  and  fell  by 
the  hands  of  Nicocles.  His  son,  Evagoras  the  younger,  however, 
asserted  his  claim  to  the  kingdom  of  Cyprus,  and  was  supported 
by  the  Athenians  against  Protagoras,  the  successor  of  Nicocles. 
But  his  attempts  were,  not  successful.  Protagoras  supplanted  him 
at  the  court  of  Persia,  where  he  had  been  in  full  favour.  He  was 
cited  to  answer  to  some  heads  of  an  accusation,  and,  upon  his 
justifying  himself,  lie  obtained  a  government  in  Asia,  wetl  worth 
his  little  kingdom.  But  his  bad  conduct  soon  obliged  lilm  to 
^abdicate,  and  fi  v  into  Cyprus,  where  be  pei  iahed  wretchedly. 

Touft. 
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territories  of  Thrace-^  which  Teres  and  Cersoblcptes 
comirinnded.  But  if  you  have  nothins;  to  urge 
against  tiiosc  who  expelled  them,  and  yet  are  inces- 
santly tormenting  mc,  am  not  I  justly  warranted  to 
oppose  you  ? — I  might  urge  many  other  arguments 
upon  this  head,  but  I  choose  to  pass  them  over. 

The  Cardians^  I  freely  declare,  I  am  determined 
to  support,  as  my  engagements  to  them  are  prior  to 
our  treaty,  and  as  you  refused  to  submit  your  dif- 
ferences with  them  to  an  arbitration,  though  fre- 
quently urged  by  me:  nor  have  they  been  wanting 
in  the  like  solicitations.  Should  not  I  therefore  be 
the  basest  of  mankind,  to  abandon  my  allies,  and  to 
shew  greater  regard  for  you,  my  inveterate  oppos- 
crs,  than  for  my  constant  and  assured  adherents  ? 

Formerly  (for  I  cannot  pass  this  in  silence)  you 
contented  yourselves  with  remonstrating  upon  the 
points  above  mentioned.  But  lately,  upon  the  bare 
complaint  of  the  Peparethians,  that  they  had  been 
severely  treated  by  me,  you  proceeded  to  such  out- 
rage, as  to  send  orders  to  your  general  to  revenge 
their  quarrel.  Yet  the  punishment  which  I  in- 
flicted v.as  no  way  equal  to  the  heinousness  of  their 
crime :  as  they  had,  in  time  of  peace,  seized  Halo- 

^  All  t/iose  territories  of  Thrace.  In  the  original,  rvjv  O^xvy^'/, 
*oct;v,  &c.  Ey  the  ironical  pomp  of  this  expression,  he  sets  their 
dominicns  (which  were  really  inconsiderable)  in  the  most  con- 
temptuous light.  Tour. 

''  The  Cardians,  &c.  See  the  preface  to  the  Oration  on  the 
state  of  the  Chcrsonesus, 
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nesus;  nor  could  be  prevailed  upon,  by  all  my  so- 
licitations, to  give  up  either  the  island  or  the  garri- 
son. The  injuries  I  received  from  the  Peparelhians 
were  never  thought  of,  but  their  punishment  com- 
roanded  all  your  attention,  as  it  atlbrded  a  pretence 
for  accusing  mc,  although  I  did  not  take  the  island 
either  from  them,  or  from  you,  but  from  the  pirate 
Sostratus.  If  then  you  confess  that  you  delivered 
it  to  Sostratus,  you  confess  yourselves  guilty'of  send- 
ing out  pirates :  if  he  seized  it  without  your  con- 
sent, how  have  I  injured  you  by  taking  possession  of 
it,  and  by  rendering  it  a  secure  harbour  ?  Nay,  so 
great  was  my  regard  to  your  state,  that  I  offered  to 
bestow  on  you  this  island :  but  this  was  not  agree- 
able to  your  orators':  they  would  not  have  ac- 
cepted it,  but  resumed.  So  that,  if  I  complied  with 
their  directions,  I  proclaimed  myself  an  usurper  :  if 
I  still  kept  possession  of  the  place,  I  became  sus- 
pected to  the  people.  I  saw  through  these  artifices, 
and  therefore  proposed  to  bring  our  differences  to 
a  judicial  determination  -,  and,  if  sentence  was  given 
for  me,  to  present  you  with  the  place ;  if  in  your 
favour,  to  restore  it  to  the  people.  This  I  fre- 
quently desired :  you  would  not  hear  it :  the  Pe- 
parethians  seized  the  island.  What  then  was  I  to 
do  ?  Should  I  not  punish  the  violators  of  oaths  ? 
Was  I  tamely  to  bear  such  an  audacious  insult  ?  U 
the  island  was  the  property  of  the  Peparethians, 

»  Bui  this  ivas  not  agreealle  to  your  orators  :  they,  See.  Demos- 
thenes in  particular  opposed  their  receiving  a  restitution  under  the 
name  of  a  present. 
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what  right  have  the  Athenians  to  demand  it  ?  If  it 
be  yours,  why  do  yoii  not  resent  their  usurpation  ? 

So  far,  in  short,  have  our  animosities  been  carried 
that,  when  I  had  occasion  to  dispatch  some  vessels 
to  the  Hellespont,  I  was  obliged  to  send  a  body  of 
forces  through  the  Chersonesus,  to  defend  them 
against  your  colonies,  who  arc  authorised  to  attack. 
7iie  by  a  decree  of  Polycrates  *,  confirmed  by  the  re- 
solutions of  your  council.  Nay,  your  general  has 
actually  invited  the  Byzantines  to  join  him,  and  has 
every  where  publicly  declared,  that  he  has  your  in- 
structions to  commence  hostilities  at  the  first  fa- 
vourable opportunity.  All  this  could  not  prevail 
upon  me  to  make  any  attempt  upon  your  city,  or 
your  navy,  or  your  territories,  although  I  might  have 
had  success  in  most,  or  even  all  of  them.  I  chose 
rather  to  continue  my  solicitations  to  have  our  com- 
plaints submitted  to  proper  umpires.  And  which, 
think  ye,  is  the  fittest  decision,  that  of  reason  or  of 
the  sword  ?  Who  are  to  be  judges  in  your  cause, 
yourselves  or  others  ?  What  can  be  more  inconsist- 
ent, than  that  the  people  of  Athens,  who  compelled 
the  Thassians  and  Maronites^  to  bring  their  pre- 

"  By  a  decree  of  Polycrates.  This  orator  had  great  credit  at 
Athens,  and  on  many  occasions  favoured  the  designs  of  PhiJip. 
Possibly  he  acted  otherwise  upon  this  occasion,  the  better  to  con- 
ceal his  attachment,  or  that  he  might  afterwards  sell  his  integrity 
at  a  dearer  rate.  Tour. 

'^  Who  compeJUd  the  Thassiam  and  Alaronites,  Sec.  The  first  of 
these  people  inhabited  an  island  in  the  Egean  sea  ;  the  otlier,  a 
maritime  place  in  Thrace.     The  Thassians  bad  founded  Styrma, 
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tensions  to  the  city  of  Si)  raia  to  a  judicial  decision, 
should  yet  refuse  to  have  their  own  disputes  with 
me  determined  in  the  same  manner  ?  particularly  as 
you  are  sensible  that,  if  the  decree  be  against  you, 
still  you  lose  nothing  ;  if  in  your  favour,  it  puts  you 
in  possession  of  my  conquests. 

But  what  appears  to  me  most  unaccountable  is/ 
this  :  when  I  sent  yon  ambassadors,  chosen  from  all 
the  confederated  powers,  on  purpose  to  be  witnesses 
of  our  transactions  ;  when  1  discovered  tlie  ssincerest 
intentions  of  entering  into  reasonable  and  just  en- 
gagements with  you,  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of 
Greece  ;  you  even  refused  to  hear  these  ambassadors 
on  that  head.  It  was  then  in  your  power  to  remove 
all  their  apprehensions,  who  suspected  any  danger 
from  my  designs,  or  to  have  openly' convicted  me  of 
consummate  baseness.  This  was  the  interest  of  the 
people  ;  but  the  orators  could  not  find  their  account 
in  it  J  for  they  are  a  set  of  men,  to  whom  (if  I  may 
.believe  those  that  are  acquainted  with  your  polity) 
peace  Is  war,  and  war  is  peace"" ;  as  they  are  always 

according  to  Herodotus  3  hut,  as  it  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Maronea,  probably  the  Maronites  bad;,  in  quality  of  proi actors, 
or  benefactors,  acquired  some  pretensions  to  it.  Touk. 

^  Peace  is  ivar,  and  ivar  is  peace,  &c.  Aristotle,  in  his  Rhe- 
tor. 1.  3.  c.  ]0,  quotes  this  [nearly]  as  an  example  of  an  agreeable 
antithesis  :  which,  joined  to  the  force,  and,  what  is  more,  to  the 
order  of  the  arguments  contained  in  this  letter,  inclines  me  to 
think  that  Aristotle  was  his  secretary  on  this  occasion.  But  my 
conjecture,  whether  well  or  ill  founded,  does  not  detract  from 
Philip,  in  point  of  genius  and  spirit.     The  true  talent  of  a  king. 
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5ure  to  make  a  property  of  the  generals,  either  by- 
aiding  their  designs,  or  by  malicious  prosecutions. 
Then  they  need  but  throw  out  sonic  scandalous  in- 
vectives against  persons  of  worth  and  eminence, 
citizens  or  foreigners,  and  ihcy  at  once  acquire  the 
character  of  patriots,  among  the  many.  I  could 
have  easily  silenced  their  clamours  against  me,  by  a 
little  gold  ;  and  even  have  converted  them  into 
praises  :  but  I  should  blush  to  purchase  your  friend- 
ship from  such  wretches.  To  such  insolence  have 
they  proceeded  upon  other  occasions,  that  thtjy  even 
dared  to  dispute  my  title  to  Amphipolis;  which  is 
founded,  I  presume,  upon  reasons  beyond  their 
power  to  invalidate  :  for,  if  it  is  to  belong  to  those 
who  first  conquered  it,  what  can  be  juster  than  our 
claim  ?  Alexander,  our  ancestor,  was  the  original 
sovereign-^;     as  appears  from    the    golden    statue^ 

is  to  know  how  to  apply  the  talents  of  others  to  the  best  advan- 
tage. And  we  do  not  want  other  proofs  of  Thilip's  abilities  in 
writing  :  witness  his  lelter  to  Aristotle,  on  the  birth  of  Alexander, 

TouK. 

^  AlcxuJvJcr,  nur  nnrctor,  ti'.vx  t/i£  original  soz'crdgn.  Phi  lit) 
asserts  boldly,  without  giving  himself  much  trouble  even  to  pre- 
serve probability  :  for  in  the  time  of  Alexander,  the  contempo- 
rary of  Xerxes,  there  was  no  city,  nor  any  fortilied  post,  in  the 
place  where  Amphipolis  was  atierwards  raised  :  nor  was  it  till 
thirty  years  after  the  defeat  of  the  Ptr.si.m-.  that  vVgnon  founded 
ii.  TouK. 

^  yis  u/p£ars  from  the  golden  statue,  Scc.  Herodotus  speaks  of 
this  statue,  and  places  it  near  the  colossal  statue  which  the  Greeks 
raised,  according  to  custom,  out  of  the  Persian  spoils.  The  proxi- 
mity of  these  statues,  serves  Philip  as  a  foundation  fcr  giving  his 
ancestors  an  honour  which  really  belonged  to  the  Greeks.  Solinus 
TOL.   I.  S 
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which  he  erected  at  Delphos,   iVom  the  first  fruits 
of  the  Persian  spoils  taken  there.     But  if  this  ad- 
mits of  contest,  and  it  is  to  continue  the  property 
of  those  who   were  last  in  possession,  it  is  mine  by 
this  title  too  ;  (for  I  took  it  from  the  Lacedemonian 
inhabitants,  who   had  dispossessed  you'':)   and  all 
cities  are  held  cither  by  hereditary  right  or  by  the 
right  of  conquest.    And  yet  you,  who  neither  were 
the  original  possessors,  nor  are  now  in  possession, 
presume  to  lay  claim  to  this  city,  under  pretence  of 
having  held  it  for  some  short  time  ;  and  this,  when 
you  have  yourselves  given  the  strongest  testimony  in 
my  favour:   for  I  frequently  wrote  to  you  upon  this 
head  ;  and  you  as  often  acknowledged  me  the  right- 
ful sovereign  :  and  by  the  articles  of  our  late  treaty, 
the  possession  of  Amphipolis,  and  your  allianre,  were 
both  secured  to  me.     What  title   therefore  can  be 
"better  established  ?    It  descended   to  us   from  our 
ancestors ;    it    is   ours  by    conquest ;    and,    lastly, 

mentions,  that  Alexander,  a  very  rich  prince,  made  ^n  ofiering 
of  a  goMrn  statue  of  Apollo  in  the  temple  of  Drlphos,  and  ano- 
ther of  Jupiter  in  the  temple  of  Klis  ;  bat  not  tlial  duj  Persian 
spoils  were  any  part  of  these  otferings. — This  Alexander,  sur- 
named  4'(/.iA/.'>;v,  friend  of  Greeks,  had  the  reputation  of  an  able 
politician,  but  not  of  a  good  soldi;  r,  or  great  commander.  Pie 
served  the  Persians  a  long  time,  r.ither  by  force  than  inclination; 
nnd,  before  the  battle  of  Salamis,  declared,  of  a  sudden,  for  the 
Greeks.  Tour. 

^  1  took  It  from  the  Lacedemon'mn  hiJiahhanis,  iv/io  Jiad  d'lspos • 
sesscd  you,  ^c.  Bra.sida^;,  the  Lacedemonian  general,  took  Am- 
phii)olis  from  the  republic  of  Athens  :  and,  by  the  assistance  of 
Sparta,  it  afterwards  maintained  its  independence,  until  it  fell 
into  the  power  of  Phili^i.  Tour. 
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you  yourselves  have  acknowledged  the  justice  of 
our  j)retensions ;  you  who  are  wont  to  assert  your 
claim,  even  when  it  is  not  supported  by  right. 

I  Have  now  laid  before  you  the  grounds  of  my 
complaints.  Since  you  have  been  the  first  aggres- 
sors ;  since  my  gentleness,  and  fear  of  offending, 
have  only  served  to  increase  your  injustice,  and  to 
animate  you  in  your  attempts  to  distress  me  ;  I 
must  now  take  up  arms  ;  and  I  call  the  gods  to 
witness  to  the  justice  of  my  cause,  and  the  necessity 
of  procuring  for  myself  that  redress  which  you 
deoy  me. 


END    OF    THE     LETTER, 
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Tiieophrastus,  Archon — A.R.  Philip  21— Olympiad  110.  An.  1. 

Now,  Athenians!  it  is  fully  evident  to  you  all, 
that  Philip  made  no  real  peace  with  us,  but  only 
deferred  hostilities.  When  he  surrendered  IJalus 
to  the  Pharsalians ",  when  he  completed  the  ruin  of 
Phocis,  when   he  overturned  all  Thrace"-",  then  did 

*  It  must  be  confessed,  that  this  oration  consists  almost  wholly 
of  repetitions.  This  great  man  seems  to  have.thought  him'-t-lf 
•uperior  to  all  vain  criticism  ;  and,  only  concerned  for  (he  s.itcty 
of  Athens,  was  in  no  pain  about  his  private  glory.  He  speaks  as 
an  orator,  whose  end  is  to  persuade  and  convince ;  not  as  a  de- 
claimer,  who  seeks  only  to  give  pleasure  and  e.\cite  admiration. 
He  therefore  resumes  those  topics  he  had  already  made  use  of, 
and  gives  them  new  force,  by  the  close  and  lively  manner  ia 
which  he  delivers  them.  Toub. 

^  W/ien  he  surrendered  Hulus  to  the  Pharsalians,  &c.  Halui 
was  a  town  of  Thessaly,  upon  the  river  Amphrysus.  Parmenio 
besieged  and  took  it;  after  which  Philip  put  the  people  of  Phar- 
ialia  in  possession  of  it.  Touk. 

^  IT'lten  he  mxrlurncd  all  Thrace,  &c.  This  is  the  language  of 
an  orator,  who,  to  represent  Philip's  outrages  with  the  greater 
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he  ix-ally  attack  the  state,  under  the  concealment 
of  false  allegations  and  unjust  pretences;  but  now 
he  hath  made  a  formal  declaration  of  war,  by  this 
his  letter.  That  we  are  not  to  look  with  horror 
upon  his  power ;  that,  on  the  other  hand,  we  are 
not  to  be  remiss  in  our  opposition,  buc  to  engage 
our  persons,  our  treasures,  and  our  navies-,  in  one 
word,  our  whole  strength,  freely,  in  the  common 
cause  ;  these  arc  the  points  I  would  establish. 

First  then,  Athenians  !  the  gods  we  may  justly 
regard  as  our  strongest  allies  and  assistants ;  since, 
in  this  unjust  violation  of  his  treaty,  he  hath  tram- 
pled upon  religion,  and  despised  the  most  solemn 
oaths.  In  the  n^xt  place,  those  secret  practices  to 
which  his  greatness  hath  hitherto  been  owing, 
all  his  arts  of  deceiving,  all  his  niagnificent  pro- 
mises, are  now  quite  exhausted.  The  Pcrinthians, 
and  the  Byzantines,  and  their  confederates^  have  at 
length  discovered,  that  he  intends  to  treat  them  as  he 
formerly  treated  the  Olynthians.  The  Thessalians 
are  no  longer  ignorant,  that  he  affects  to  be  the 
master,  and  not  the  leader,  of  his  allies.  The  The- 
bans  begin  to  see  danger  in  his  stationing  a  garrison 

aggravation,  takes  the  liberty  of  speaking  of  a  part  of  that  coun- 
try as  of  the  whole.  Thilip  h.'id  indeed  made  himself  master  of 
the  territories  of  Teres  and  Cersobleptes,  both  kings  in  Thrace,; 
and  nliics  of  the  Athenians.  But  Pausanias  observes,  that,  before 
the  Romans,  no  one  had  ever  made  an  entire  conquest  of  Thrace. 

Tour. 
^  And  their  confcileratc-s.     The  inhabitants  of  Chios,   Rhodes, 
and   some  other  places,  joined  to  defeat  Philip's  designs  upon  Pe- 
rinihus  and  Byzantium.  TouR, 
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at  Nicaea ',  his  assurainsi;  the  rank  of  an  Amphic- 
tyon,  hisbrinp;hi2:  into  Macedon  the  embassies  from 
Peloponnesus  ^,  and  his  preventing  them  in  seizing 
the  advantage  of  an  alliance  with  the  people  of  that 
•countr}'.  So  that,  of  those  who  have  hitherto  been 
his  h'iends  some  are  now  irreconcilably  at  war 
with  him  j  others  no  longer  serve  him  with  zeal 
and  sincerity ;  and  all  have  their  suspicions  and 
complaints.  Add  to  this^  (and  it  is  of  no  small 
moment)  that  the  satraps  of  Asia  have  just  now 
forced  him  to  raise  the  siege  of  Pcrinthus^  by 
throwing  in  a  body  of  hired  troops;  and,  as  this 
must  make  him  their  enemy ",  and  as  they  are  im- 

^AtNlccea.  This  town  was  situated  near  Thermopylae,  and 
was  counted  among  the  principal  towns  of  the  Locrians,  (Epicne- 
midii)  the  neighbours  and  allies  of  the  BcEOtians  and  Thebans. 
Philip  made  himself  master  of  it  at  the  time  that  he  seized  Ther-t 
mopylsCj  under  pretence  of  putting  an  end  to  the  sacred  war. 

Tour. 

^  His  hr'mging  into  Macedon  l7ie  cmhassies  from  Peloponnesus y 
Sec.  Probably  this  was  at  the  time  when  he  interested  himself 
in  the  disputes  between-^parta   and  the  Argians  and  Messcnians, 

as  mentioned  in  the  preface  to  the  second  Philippic  oration. 

Strabo  mentions  an  application  of  the  Argians  and  Messenians  to 
Philip,  to  regulate  a  contest  between  them  and  Lacedemon,  about 
their  boundaries.  And  Pausanias  declaims  against  the  pride  of 
Gallus,  a  Roman  senator,  who  thought  it  derogated  from  his  dig- 
nity to  decide  the  ditFerences  of  Lacedemon  and  Argos;  and  dis- 
dained to  meddle  with  a  mediation,  which  Philip  had  formerly 
not  only  accepted,  but  courted, 

*^  As  t/iis  77!ust  ?nahe  him  their  enemy.  This  proved  an  exact 
prediction  of  what  happened  some  time  at'ter.  Alexander,  in  his 
letter  to  Darius,  alleges,  as  one  of  the  principal  subjects  of  their 
rupture,  the  powerful  succours  which  Perinthus  received  from 
the  Persian  satraps.     Arrian.  1. 1.  Tour. 
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mediately  exposed  to  danger,  should  he  become 
master  of  Byzantium,  they  will  not  only  readily 
unite  their  force  with  ours,  but  prevail  upon  the 
king  of  Persia  to  assist  us  with  his  treasure  ;  who, 
in  this  particular,  far  exceeds  all  other  potentates  ; 
and  whose  influence  in  Greece  is  so  greaty  that  for- 
merly, when  we  were  engaged  in  a  war  with  La- 
cedemon,  he  never  failed  to  give  the  superiority  to» 
that  party  which  he  espoused;  and  now,  when  he 
unites  with  us,  he  will  with  ease  subdue  the  power 
of  Philip. 

I  SHALL  not  mention,  as  a  balance  to  these  so 
considerable  advantages,  that  he  hath  taken  the  op- 
portunity of  the  peace  to  make  himself  master  of 
many  of  our  territories,  our  ports,  and  other  like 
Gonveniencies.  Foi"  it  is  observable,  that  when  af- 
fection joins,  and  one  common  interest  animates  the 
confederating  powere^j  there  the  alliance  is  never  to 
be  shaken  :  but  where  subtle  fraud,  and  passions 

a  lie  7ievcr  f titled  to  giiw  the  superiority  to,  &c.  History  rc^ 
presents  the  king  of  Persia  as  the  supreme  arbiter  of  the  fate  of 
Athens  and  Laccdemon,  during  the  w.hole  time  of  their  quarrels. 
Darius  Nothus  joined  with  ihe  Lacedemonians:  and  Lysander, 
their  general,  destroyed  Athens.  Artaxerxes  Mnemon  protected 
Conon^  the  Athenian  general ;  and  immediately  Athens  resumed 
her  former  splendour.  Lacedemon  afterwards  joined  in  alliance 
uith  the  great  king;  and  this  intimidated  the  Athenians,  and 
obliged -them  to  seek  for  peace.  Artaxerxes  dictated  the  articles 
of  it,  threatening  to  declare  against  those  who  should  refuse  to 
subscribe  to  them.  Athens  instantly  obeyed.  Thus  it  was  that 
a  foreign  power  lorded  it  over  the  Greeks,  and,  by  means  of  their 
divisions,  bad  the  absolute  command  of  their  fate.  Tour, 
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insatiable,  and  perfidy,  and  violence,  have  formed 
it,  (and  these  are  the  means  whieh  he  hath  used,) 
the  least  pretence,  the  slightest  accident,  gives  it 
the  fatal  shock,  and,  in  an  instant,  it  is  utterly  dis- 
solved. And,  from  repeated  observations,  I  am 
convinced,  Athenians  !  that  Philip  not  only  wants 
the  confidence  and  affection  of  his  allies,  but,  even 
in  his  own  kingdom,  he  is  by  no  means  happy  in 
that  well-established  regularity,  and  those  intimate 
attachments  which  might  be  expected.  The  power 
of  Macedon,  indeed,  as  an  ally,  may  liavc  some 
effect;  but,  if  left  to  itself,  is  insurticient ;  and, 
when  compared  with  his  pompous  enterprises,  quite 
contemptible.  And,  then,  his  wars,  his  expedi- 
tions, all  those  exploits  which  have  given  him  this 
splendour,  are  the  very  means  of  rendering  it  yet 
weaker :  for  you  are  not  to  imagine,  Athenians  ! 
that  Philip  and  his  subjects  have  the  same  desires, 
lie  is  possessed  with  the  love  of  glory j  they  wish 
only  for  security.  The  object  of  his  passion  must 
be  attended  with  danger;  and  they  but  ill  endure 
a  banishment  from  their  children,  parents,  wives, 
a  life  worn  out  with  toils,  and  exposed  to  continual 
perils  in  his  cause. 

Hence  we  may  learn  how  his  subjects  in  general 
are  affected  to  their  prince.  But  then  his  guards 
and  officers  of  his  foreign  troops  ;  these,  you  will 
find,  have  some  military  reputation  :  yet  they  live 
in  greater  terrors  than  the  obscure  and  mean. 
These  are  exposed  only  to  their  avowed  enemies  : 
the   others   have  more  to  fear  Irom  calumny  and 
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flattery,  than  in  the  field.  The  one,  when  engaged 
in  battle,  but  share  the  common  danger  :  the  others, 
besides  their  pai  r,  and  this  not  the  least  of  that  dan- 
ger, have  also  their  private  apprehensions  h'om  the 
temper  of  their  prince.  Among  the  many,  when  one 
hath  transgressed,  his  punishment  is  propo  tioned 
to  his  crime  :  the  others,  when  they  have  most  emi- 
nently distinguished  themselves,  are  then,  in  open 
defiance  of  all  decency,  treated  with  the  greatest 
insolence  and  disdain. 

That  these  are  incontestible  truths,  no  reason- 
able man  can  doubt:  for  they  who  have  lived  with 
him  assure  us,  that  his  ambition  is  so  insatiable, 
that  he  will  have  the  glory  of  every  exploit  ascribed 
v.diolly   to  himself;  and   is   much   more   incensed 
against  such  commanders  as  have  performed  any 
thing  worthy  of  honour,  than  against  those  whose 
misconduct  hath   ruined   his  enterprises.     But,   if 
this  be  the  case,  how  is  it  that  they  have  persevered 
so  long  in  their  attachment  to  his  cause  ?  It  is  for 
this  reason,  Athenians  !  because  success  throws  a 
shade  on  all  his  odious  qualities  (for  nothing  veils 
men's  faults  fi-om  observation  so  effectually  as  suc- 
cess) :  but  let  any  accident  happen,  and  they  will 
all  be  perfectly  discovered.     Just  as  in  our  bodies  ; 
wliile  we  are  in  health,  our  inward  defects  lie  con- 
cealed ;  but,  when  we  are  attacked  by  a  disorder, 
then  they  are  all  sensible,  in  the  vessels,  in  the  joints, 
or  wherever  we   are  affected  :   so  in  kingdoms  and 
governments  of  every  kind,  while  their  arms  are 
victorious,  their  disorders  escape  the  common  ob-^ 
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scrvation ;  but  a  reverse  of  fortane  (and  this  he 
must  experience,  as  he  hath  taken  up  a  burden 
much  beyond  his  strength)  never  fails  to  lay  them 
open  to  every  eye. 

If  there  be  a  man  among  you,  Athenians  !  who 
regards  Phihp  as  a  powerful  and  formidable  enemy, 
on  account  of  his  good  fortune,  such  cautious 
foresight  bespeaks  a  truly  prudent  mind.  Fortune, 
indeed,  does  greatly  influence,  or  rather  has  the 
entire  direction  of  all  human  affairs :  but  there  arc 
many  reasons  to  expect  much  more  from  the  fortune 
of  Atlicns,  than  that  of  Philip.  We  can  boast  an. 
authority  in  Greece,  derived  from  our  ancestors, 
not  only  before  his  days,  but  before  any  one  prince 
of  Maccdon.  They  all  were  tributaries  of  Alliens  : 
Athens  never  paid  th:it  mark  of  subjection  to  any 
people.  In  the  next  place,  the  more  inviolably  we 
have  adhered  to  piety  and  justice,  the  greater  may 
be  our  confidence  in  the  favour  of  the  gods.  But, 
if  this  be  the  case,  how  is  it  that,  in  the  late  war, 
his  arms  had  such  superior  fortune  ?  This  is  the 
cause,  (for  I  will  speak  with  undaunted  freedom): 
he  takes  the  field  himself,  endures  its  toils,  and 
shares  its  dangers  :  no  favourable  incident  escapes 
him,  no  season  of  the  year  retards  him.  VVliile  we 
(tor  the  truth  must  not  be  concealed)  are  confined 
within  our  walls,  in  perfect  inactivity,  delaying,  and 
voting,  and  wandering  through  the  public  places, 
in  search  of  news.  Can  any  thing  better  deserve 
the  name  of  fieiv,  than  that  one  sprung  froui  Mace- 
don  should  insult  Athens,  and  dare  to  send  such 
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letters  as  you  have  just  heard  recited?  That  he 
should  have  his  armies  and  his  orators  in  pay  ? 
(Yes,  I  call  heaven  to  witness,  there  are  those 
among  us,  who  do  not  wish  to  live  for  Philip,  who 
have  not  sense  to  perceive  that  they  are  selling  all 
the  interests  of  the  state,  all  their  own  real  interests, 

for  a  trifling  pittance  !) While  we  never  once 

think  of  preparing  to  Oj^pose  him  j  are  quite  averse 
to  hirnig  troops,  and  want  resolution  to  take 
arms  ourselves.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that  he  had 
some  advantage  over  us  in  the  late  war :  on  the 
contrar}'-,  it  is  reall}''  surprising  that  we,  who  are 
quite  regardless  of  all  that  concerns  our  cause, 
should  expect  to  conquer  him,  who  leaves  no  means 
omitted  that  may  assure  his  success. 

Let  things  be  duly  weighed,  Athenians  !  and 
deeply  impressed  upon  your  minds.  Consider,  that 
it  is  not  at  your  option,  whether  to  profess  peace  or 
no  ;  for  he  hath  now  made  a  declaration  of  war, 
and  hostilities  are  commenced.  Spare  no  expenses, 
public  or  private:  let  a  general  ardour  appear  for 
^aking  arms:  appoint  abler  commanders  than  you 
have  hitherto  chosen  :  for,  it  must  not  be  imagined, 
that  the  men,  who,  from  a  state  of  prosperity,  have 
reduced  us  to  these  difficulties,  will  again  extricate 
us,  and  restore  us  to  our  former  splendour :  nor  is 
it  to  be  expected,  that,  if  you  continue  thus  supine, 
your  cause  will  find  other  assertors.  Think,  how 
infiimous  it  is,  that  you,  whose  ancestors  were  ex- 
posed to  such  incessant  toils,  and  so  great  dangers, 
in  the  war  with  Lacedemon,  should  refuse  to  ew 
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gage  with  resolution  in  defence  of  that  rightful 
power  which  they  transmitted  to  us  !  how  shame- 
ful, that  this  Macedonian  should  have  a  soul  so 
daring,  that,  to  enlarge  his  empire,  his  whole  body 
is  covered  with  wounds  ;  and  that  the  Athenians, 
they  whose  hereditary  character  it  is  to  yield  to 
none,  but  to  give  law  to  all  their  adversaries,  are 
now  supine  and  enervated,  insensible  to  the  glory 
of  their  fathers,  and  regardlessof  the  interest  of  their 
country  ! 

That  I  may  not  detain  you,  my  sentence  is  this  : 
that  we  should  instantly  prepare  for  war,  and  call 
upon  the  other  states  of  Greece  to  join  in  the  com- 
mon cause  ;  not  by  words,  but  actions  ;  for  words, 
if  not  attended  with  actions,  are  of  no  force.  Our 
professions  particularly  have  always  had  the  less 
weight,  as  we  are  confessedly  superior  to  the  rest 
of  Greece,  in  prompt  address  and  excellence  of 
speaking. 
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CONCLUSION. 


HAVING  thus  far  traced  the  progress  of  Philip's 
attcinpts  on  Greece,  it  may  be  no  improper  con- 
cUision  to  continue  the  account  down  to  his  final 
triumph  over  the  liberty  of  that  country. 

We  have  seen  the  Athenians,  at  last,  exerting 
themselves  in  a  manner  worthy  of  that  renowned 
people.  And  Philip,  now  returning  from  his  Scy- 
thian expedition,  in  which  he  had  engaged,  when 
foiled  in  his  attempts  on  Perinthus  and  Byzantium, 
found  himself  considerably  distressed  and  harassed 
by  the  liostilities  of  Athens.  To  extricate  himself 
from  these  difficulties,  he  formed  a  bold  and  subtle 
project  of  entering  Greece  ;  and  so  laid  his  scheme, 
as  to  make  the  Athenians  themselves  the  instru- 
ments of  his  designs. 

By  his  intrigues  he  procured  -^schines  to  be  sent 
as  their  deputy  to  the  council  of  Amphictyons. 
This  was  in  reality  of  the  highest  consequence:  for, 
no  sooner  had  the  deputy  taken  his  seat,  but  a 
question  was  moved.  Whether  the  Locrians  of  Am- 
phissa  had  not  been  guilty  of  sacrilege,  in  plowing 
the  fields  of  Cirrha,  contiguous  to  the  temple  of 
Delphos  ?  Sentiments  were  divided.  iKschines  pro- 
posed a   view:  this  was  decreed:  and,  when  the 
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Amphict^^ons  caine  to  take  it,  the  Locrians,  jealous 
of  their  property,  and  no  doubt  inflamed  by  those 
who  were  in  the  secret  of  the  whole  design,  fell  on 
those  venerable  persons,  and  obliged  them  to  con- 
sult their  safety  by  flight.  Such  an  outrage  was 
judged  to  demand  the  severest  punishment ;  and  it 
was  agreed,  that  all  Greece  should  join  in  inflicting 
it.  But,  when  the  army  came  to  a  place  of  rendez- 
vous, their  appearance  gave  no  great  prospect  of 
success.  His  agents  and  partisans  then  arose,  and, 
by  their  artful  representations,  prevailed  upon  the 
Amphictyons  to  declare  Philip  general-  of  the  Gre- 
cian forces,  and  to  invite  him  to  execute  their  de- 
crees. As  the  event  was  expected,  his  army  was 
ready.  He  marched  intoG-rcece:  but,  instead  of 
attacking  the  Locrians,  he  immediately  seized 
Elatsea,  a  cily  of  Phocis,  of  the  utmost  moment,  as 
it  awed  Boeotia,  and  opened  him  a  passage  into 
Attica. 

This  step  struck  Greece  with  astonishment. 
Athens  particularly  received  the  news  with  inex- 
pressible confusion.  The  people  ran  dismayed  to 
an  assembly,  and  called  on  their  usual  counsellors 
to  give  their  opinion  in  this  critical  juncture.  De- 
niosthencs  arose  i  ar.d  his  eloquence  was  exerted  to 
animate  their  drooping  courage;  by  his  advice  am- 
bassadors were  sent  through  Greece,  and  particu- 
larly to  Thebes,  to  engage  the  states  to  rise  at  once 
to  oppose  the  Macedonian  torrent  before  it  bore 
dov^^n  all.  Demosthenes  himself  headed  the  em- 
bassy to  the  Thebans.     He  found  a  powerful  an- 
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tagonist  in  Pytlion,  Pliilip's  agent :  yet,  In  spite  of 
liis  remonstrances,  he  so  fired  that  peoi)lc,  that  they 
at  once  forgot  all  the  favours  Philip  had  eonierrcd 
on  them,  and  joined  against  him  with  the  most 
cordial  zeal.  The  confederates  met  at  Eleusis.  The 
Pythian  priestess  uttered  the  most  terrible  predic- 
tions, and  threatened  them  with  the  severest  fate; 
but  Demosthenes  took  care  to  prevent  the  effect  of 
this,  by  treating  her  oracles  with  contempt,  which, 
he  declared,  were  dictated  by  Philip,  and  calculated 
to  serve  his  interests. 

Tins  prince  now  saw  all  his  arts  defeated;  and 
therefore  resolved  upon  an  engagement,  as  his  last 
resource.  He  advanced  to  Chcronsea,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  which  city  the  confederates  were  en- 
camped, under  the  command  of  Chares  and  Lysicles, 
two  Athenian  generals,  by  no  means  worthy  of 
commandino;  so  illustrious  an  armv.  The  next 
day,  by  sun-rise,  both  armies  were  in  the  field. 
Alexander,  then  but  nineteen  years  old,  surrounded 
by  a  number  of  experienced  officers,  commanded 
the  left  wing  of  the  Macedonians.  He  began  the 
onset  :  and  was  bravely  opposed  by  the  Sacred 
Band  of  the  Thebans.  On  the  right,  Phifip  him- 
self commanded  ;  where  the  Athenians  made  their 
attack  with  such  vigour  as  obliged  his  soldiers  to 
give  ground.  The  advantage  was  pursued  with 
the  moat  imprudent  and  intcmperaie  heat.  But, 
while  the  Athenians  were  lushing  on  without  any 
order,  Philip  bore  down  upon  them  with  his  pha- 
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lanx,  and  obtained  an  eas)',  though  a  bloody  vic- 
tory. At  the  same  time,  and  with  a  like  effusion 
of  bloodj  Alexander  triumphed  over  the  Thebans. 

Thus  were  the  confederates  totally  ovcrthrown^j 
and  the  liberty  of  Greece  lost  for  ever. 
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PREFACE. 

The  public  orations  of  Demosthenes,  here  pre- 
sented to  the  reader,  are  not  indeed  of  the  same  in- 
teresting nature  with  those   of  the  former  part  of 
this  vohunc,  but  such  as  have  been  always  deemed 
well  worthy  the  regards  of  the  learned.     And,  if  we 
may  ever  hope  to  gain  an  attention  to  the  remains 
of  this  eloquent  statesman,  we  must  look  for  it  in 
Britain,  where  a  love  of  liberty  possesses  its  in- 
habitants, and  a    freedom    of  debate,  the  natural 
consequence  of  a  freedom   of  constitution,  js  held 
sacred  and  inviolable;  where  opposite  opinions,  ac- 
cidental  abuses  and  corruptions,   various  plans  of 
policy,   contentions    for   power,   and   many    other 
causes,  conspire  to  animate  its  counsellors,  and  call 
forth  their  abilities  ;  where  a  profusion  of  glittering 
ornament,  gay  fliglils  of  fancy,  and  figurative  elo- 
quence, do  by  no  means  form  the  character  of  na- 
tional eloquence:   but,   simplicity   and   severity  of 
reasoning,  force,  and  energy,  eminently  distinguish 
the    speakers    of    every   kind    from    those   of   the 
neighbouring    nations;    antl    where,   above    all,  a 
warm  benevolence  of  heart,  confessedly  the  glory  of 
its  citizens,  may,  at  some  times,  engage  their  atten- 
tion to  the  interests  and  concerns  of  a  people,  who 
experienced  the  vicissitudes  of  integrity  and  cor- 
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riiption,  happiness  and  misfoi  tune ;  who  were  dis- 
graced or  renowned,  just  as  their  councils  were 
weak  or  well  directed. 

The  history  of  the  wars,  negociations,  govern- 
ment, and  policy,  of  the  conquests  and  defeats,  of 
the  pi  ogress  and  declension,  of  all  ancient  states,  is 
universally  allowed  to  be  a  study  highly  delightful 
and  interestino;  to  the  ing-enious  mind.  The  ha- 
rangues  and  counsels  of  their  statesmen  are  no  in- 
considerable  part  of  this  history.  Nor  can  it  be 
deemed  an  useless  or  unaffecting  occupation  to  in- 
quire, what  were  the  arguments  used  in  a  free  as- 
sembly, on  any  occasions  where  the  public  interests 
were  concerned ;  what  were  the  topics  urged  to 
awaken  the  indolence,  or  to  check  the  violence  of 
the  people  j  to  elevate  their  hopes,  or  to  alarm 
their  apprehensions;  to  correct  their  prejudices, 
and  to  reform  their  abuses :  w^hat  schemes  of  policy 
were  proposed,  what  measures  suggested :  what 
artifices  were  used,  what  arguments  urged  by  con- 
tending parties  to  establish  their  power  and  inte- 
rest ;  v/hat  motives  were  proposed  to  engage  the 
community  in  war,  or  to  inspire  the  people  with 
pacific  dispositions  ;  to  prompt  them  to  form,  or  to 
dissolve  alliances i  to  extend  their  views  to  the  in- 
terests and  concerns  of  foreigners,  or  to  confine 
their  regards  to  their  own  security.  Thesi^,  I  sny, 
and  such-like,  are  by  no  means  unworthy  of  atten- 
tion ;  and  these  we  find  in  a  translation  of  an 
ancient  orator,  executed  with  any  tolerable  cnre  and 
fidelity,   however   it   may   be    discovered,    by   the 
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Jeajiied  reader^  inferior  to  the  illustrious  original, 
in  dignity  of  expression,  and  excellence  of  style  and 
composition. 

Or,  if  we  consider  the  remains  of  an  aocient  ora- 
tor in  a  critical  view,  merely  as  the  productions  of 
art  and  genius,  it  can  be  no  unworthy  curiosity  to 
endeavour  at  gaining  a  just,  though  faint  idea  of 
that  excellence,  which,  we  are  told,  had  such  won- 
derful effects.  The  appearance  of  a  great  public 
speaker,  and  the  power  of  his  eloquence,  are  so 
.feelingly  described  by  Cicero,  that  we  may  be  cer- 
tain the  piece  was  copied  for  himself,  and  from 
what  he  acccounted  his  gi-eatest  glory.  '^  Give  me 
*'  the  orator',"  saith  he,  *'  who  can  produce  the 
*'  following:  effects :  When  it  is  once  known  that 
"  he  is  to  speak,  let  there  be  the  utmost  impatience 
to  secure  places  in  the  court,  which  must  be  in- 
stantly crowded  ;  let  all  be  hurry  and  eagerness  ; 
the  clerks  and  officers  must  fly  up  and  down 
with  an  obliging  solicitude,  to  provide  seats  and 
'*  accommodations  for  the  assembly.  The  auditors. 
must  press  forward  in  a  crowded  circle.     Let  the 
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*  Volo  hoc  oratori  contingat,  nt  cum  audiium  sit  cum  esse  dic- 
turum,  locus  in  subselliis  occupetur,  compleatur  tribunal  j  gra- 
tiosi  scribae  sint  in  dando  et  ce  deiido  loco,  corona  multiplex,  ju- 
dex erectus  ;  cum  surgic  is  qui  diciurussit,  significetur  a  corona 
pilcntium,  deinde  crebrse  asseutailones,  multoe  admiral ioncs;  risus, 
cumvelitj  cum  velit,  flelus  ;  ut  qui  hxc  procul  videat,  etiara-si 
quid  agatur  nesciat,  placere  tamen,  et  in  sccna  esse  Roscium  in- 
tellig;it.  Hxc  cui  contingant,  eum  scito  Attice  dicere  :  ut  dc 
Pericle  audivimus,  ut  de  HyperiJe,  ut  de  iEschine ;  de  ips9 
^uidcm  DTmosthenc  marime.  Cic,  in  Bevt. 
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judge  be  roused  to  the  utmost  attention.  When 
the  speaker  rises,  the  audience  must  ccmmand 
"  silence,  all  must  be  hushed,  till  sornx  marks  of 
^'  approbation  are  extorted,  and  expressions  of 
"  wonder  break  out  at  frequent  intervals.  If  he 
"  would  inspire  them  with  mirth,  the  smile  must 
"  be  universal  -,  if  wiih  sorrow,  their  tears  must 
"  instantly  flow.  So  that  a  person  at  a  distance, 
*^  though  he  does  not  know  directly  what  piece  is 
*'  acting,  must  yet  be  witness  of  the  powerful  im- 
*'  pression,  and  assured  that  some  great  and  fa- 
vourite actor  is  on  the  stage.  lie  that  has  such 
power,  we  may  pronounce  the  truly  complete 
*'  speaker.  As  we  have  heard  of  Pericles,  as  of 
^'  Hypcridcs,  as  of  iEschines ;  but  chiefly  of  De- 
*^'  mosthcnes  himself/' 

A^TD,  if  Demosthenes  appeared  widi  so  great 
splendour  in  his  judicial  pleadings,  his  speeches  in 
public  deliberations  seem  to  have  been  attended 
with  circumstances  still  more  honourable,  and 
with  proofs  of  his  abilities  still  more  forcible.  He 
generally  acted  in  scenes  of  tuibulejicc  and  public 
confusion.  The  speakers  of  the  opposite  pnrty  had 
first  laboured  to  prepossess  the  people  against  the 
sentiments  he  was  to  deliver:  to  this  their  own 
corrupted  inclinations  conspired,  and  vengeance 
was  denounced  against  nW  that  should  dare  to  con- 
trol them.  In  th.e  midst  of  clamour  and  commo- 
tion the  orator  arises  :  his  adversaries  dread  him, 
and  endeavour  to  drown  his-  remonstrances  m  tu- 
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mull.  By  degrees  he  gains  a  patient  audience. 
Opposition  is  checked,  dismayed,  and  silenced. 
His  countrymen  hang  on  him  as  on  some  oracle, 
that  denounces  destruction  on  their  vices  and  mis- 
conduct, and  points  out  the  only  way  to  security. 
They  feel  their  own  weakness  and  unworthincss, 
they  acknowledge  the  justice  of  his  severity  :  they 
resign  themselves  to  his  direction,  and  rush  en- 
thusiastically forward,  to  the  dangerous  field  of 
glory  which  he  points  out  to  them.  Such  were 
generally  the  imincdiate  impressions,  thougli  not 
always  permanent  and  efFectual. 

At  other  times  he  appeared,  when  an  universal 
terror  and  dismay  had  seized  the  assembly.  When 
the  enemy  seemed  to  be  at  their  gates,  when  de- 
struction appeared  inevitable ;  and  despair  had 
buried  the  faculties  of  those  speakers  in  a  mourn- 
ful silence,  who  in  limes  of  les.s  danger  were  ever 
forward  tu  take  the  lead.  Then  did  their  country 
(as  Demosthenes  himself  describes  the  solemn  scene) 
call  on  her  sons  to  aid  and  support  her  by  their 
counsels,  in  this  afTccting  hoiu'  of  distress.  But,  in 
a  case  of  extreme  difhculty,  who  can  dare  to  pro- 
pose any  measures  whose  event  must  be  precarious* 
where  ill  success  mny  be  imputed  to  the  first 
adviser,  and  be  severely  avenged  as  his  crime  ? 
ISeither  the  dangerous  situation  of  atiairs,  nor  the 
v.'ellknown  injustice  ar.d  capriciousncss  of  his 
countrymen,  could  deter  Demosthenes.  He  is  known 
on  such  occasions,  to  have  ariicn  in  the  asiembly. 
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andj  by  his  appearance  only,  to  have  inspired  his 
countrymen  with  some  confused  expectation  of 
relief.  He  has  awakened  them  from  their  despair, 
and  gradually  cahiied  their  apprehensions;  he  has 
dispelled  the  mist  of  terror,  and  diffused  bright 
hopes  and  chearful  expectations  through  the  as- 
sembly. Confidence  and  resolutiouj  magnanimity 
and  courage,  indignation  and  martial  rage,  vigorous 
efforts  and  generous  contempt  of  danger,  have  fully 
confessed  the  irresistible  force  and  energy  of  the. 
speaker. 

Such  effects  were  a  full  reward  for  the  patient 
assiduity  with  which  Demosthenes  laboured  to 
qualify  himself  for  a  public  speaker  and  leader  j 
not  by  weighing  words,  culling  rhetorical  flowers, 
and  arranging  periods ;  but,  by  collecting  a  large 
treasure  of  political  knowledge,  with  which  his 
most  early  performances  appear  to  be  enriched  ;  by 
learning  and  habituating  himself  to  strict  and  solid 
reasoning,  by  studying  the  human  hearty  and  the 
tneans  of  affecting  it ;  by  acquiring,  from  constant 
practice,  a  promptness  which  no  difficulties  could 
embarass,  an  acuteness  which  no  opposition,  how- 
ever subtle  and  unexpected,  could  disconcert ;  and 
a  copiousness  inexhaustible  ;  prepared  for  all  emer- 
gencies ;  ever  flowing,  and  ever  abundantly  sup- 
plied from  its  rich  and  bountiful  source. 

"   Eloquence,"    salth    an    admired    writer*^ 
»  Lord  J3olingbroke,  Spivit  of  Patriotism. 
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"  must  flow  like  a  stream  that  is  fed  by  an  abLin- 
*•  dant  spring,  and  not  spout  forth  a  liulc  frothy 
"  stream,  on  some  gai>dy  day,  and  remain  dry  for 
"  the  rest  of  tlic  year."  Such  was  the  eloquence 
of  all  those  illustrious  ancients  that  history  hath 
celebrated ;  and  such,  in  every  ivee  state,  must  be 
the  eloquenccj  which  can  really  bring  advantage  to 
the  public,  or  honour  to  the  possessor.  The  vo:r5 
may  be  tuned  to  the  most  musical  perfection,  the 
action  may  be  modelled  to  the  utmost  grace  atid 
propriety  ;  expressions  may  be  chosen,  of  energy, 
delicacy,  and  majesty  ;  the  period  may  be  tauglit  to 
flow  with  all  the  ease  and  elegance  of  harmonious 
Hiodulation  :  yet,  these  are  but  inferior  parts  of 
genuine  eloquence;  by  no  means  the  first  and  prin- 
cipal, much  less  the  bole  objects  of  regard.  T.'ic 
weapon  of  the  orator  should  be  brio^ht  and  flitter- 
ing  indeed  ;  but  this  should  arise  from  the  keen- 
ness of  its  edge  :  it  should  be  managed  with  grace  ; 
but  with  such  a  grace  as  is  an  indication  of  coji- 
summate  skill  and  strength. 

Wi  are  told  of  a  Grecian  gcnenil,  who,  wljen  he 
travelled,  and  viewed  the  country  routed  him,  re- 
volved in  his  mind,  how  an  army  might  be  tiierc 
drawn  up  to  the  greatest  advantage ;  liow  he  rould 
best  defend  himself,  if  attacked  from  such  a  quar- 
ter ;  how  advance  with  greatest  security  ;  how  re- 
treat with  least  danger.  Something  similar  to 
this  should  be  the  practice  and  study  of  a  public 
speaker.  And  thus,  was  Demosthenes,  for  the  most 
parr,  employed,  in  his  days  of  retirement  and  se- 
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Ycre  application.     It  is,  indeed,   insinuated  by  his 
enemy%  that  he  was  more  solicitous  about  rounding 
a  period,  than  preserving  his  country.     But  this  is 
an  object  fitted  rather  to  the  minute  regards  of  such 
a  speaker  as  the  noble  author,  quoted  above,  de-^ 
scribes  with  so  just  a  contempt  ;  whose  whole  abili- 
ties  consist  in  providing  a  slender  fund  for  some 
particular    occasion,    when,    perhaps,   a  weak   or 
wicked  cause  is  to  be  graced  and  ornamented  ;  who 
lays  on  his  thin  covering,  with  the  utmost  care,  and 
most  scrupulous  nicety  J  which  dazzles  for  a  mo- 
ment, till  the  first  blast  of  true,  forcible  eloquence 
puffs  away  the  flimsy  produce   of  his  labours,  and 
leaves  all  'beneath  in  its  native  condition  of  defor- 
mity and  shame. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression.  Ancient 
eloquence  in  general,  and  that  of  Demosthenes  in 
particular,  we  arc  told,  had  wonderful  effects.  The 
impression  was  strong  and  violent  ;  the  conse- 
quences, sometimes,  of  the  utmost  moment.  But, 
by  reading  the  orator  in  a  modern  language,  how 
fully  and  j'ustly  soever  it  might  be  possible  to  ex- 
press the  genius  and  general  spirit  of  the  original, 
or  by  consulting  the  original  itself,  are  we  always 
affected  with  the  like  impressions  ;  or,  can  we 
always  trace  the  artifice,  or  feel  the  force,  which 
produced  effects  so  magnificently  described  ?  By 
no  means !   And  this  is  partly  to  be  imputed  to  the 
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fault  of  the  reader,  partly   to  a  ditTcrencc  of  cir- 
cumstances. 

He  who  applies  himself  to  the  study  of  Demos- 
thenes, after  a  long  intercour-e  with  writers  of  a 
different  character;  who  halli  been  accustomed  to 
pointed  periods,  phrases  of  affected  delicacy,  fanci- 
ful allusions,  figures  and  images  calculated  to  dazzle 
and  delight  the  eye,  rather  than  to  illuminate,  and 
cast  the  full  glory  of  evidence  round  simple  tnith  ; 
he,  I  say,  must  throw  by  the  author  in  disgust,  or 
labour  through  him,  in  a  cold  and  lifeless  progress, 
which  must  serve  but  to  fitigue  and  disappoint 
him.  He  whose  taste  is  ever  so  justly  formed  to 
relish  simplicity,  and  true  m.anly  grace,  must  yet 
read  the  orator  to  great  disadvantage,  if  entirely  a 
stranger  to  the  spirit  of  free  uncontrolled  debate. 
Liberty  (if  we  may  so  speak)  hath  its  own  ideas 
and  its  own  language,  whose  force  cannot  always  be 
felt,  or  even  its  meaning  rightly  and  thoroughly 
conceived  by  strangers. 

TouRREiL,  the  French  interpreter  of  Demos- 
thenes, and  LuccHESiNi,  the  I.alian  commentator, 
seem  to  have  been  instances  of  what  is  here  ad- 
vanced. The  first  appears  to  have  had  no  just  taste 
for  the  simplicity  of  modest  Attic  elegance.  He 
dressed  out  his  author  in  all  that  finery,  to  which 
he  annexed  the  notions  of  grace  and  beauty ;  and 
presented  him  to  his  countrymen  turgid  and  in- 
flated, encumbered  and  disgraced  by  adventitious 
ornaments.     The  latter  lived  and  wrote  in  a  coun- 
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try  where  tLc  voice  of  liberty  is  but  seldom  and 
faintly  heard  ;  where  political  transactions  are  of  a 
confined  oature,  and  not  generally  discussed  in  bold 
and  spirited  debate :  \/here  parties  are  seldom 
formed,  public  dissentions  seldom  raised  ;'no  grand 
interests  boldly  asserted ;  no  political  measures 
freely  censured.  And  the  effect  seems  to  have  been 
this  :  the  commentator  appears  shocked  at  the  free, 
lively,  and  animated  excursions  of  Demosthenes ; 
he  endeavours  to  reduce  him  within  more  sober 
bounds ;  and  is  sometimes,  perhaps,  misled  by  try- 
ing his  expressions  by  the  rules  of  cold  precision. 
Passages  might  be  pviodueed  to  warrant  these  obser- 
vations :  but  I  shall  content  myself  with  just  hint* 
ing  at  one,  of  which  notice  hath  been  taken  in  this 
volume  a,  and  which  seems  to  prove  what  may  be 
deemed  the  boldest  assertion,  that  Demosthenes 
cannot  be,  always,  even  understood  but  in  a  country 
of  liberty.  '^  I  am  sensible,"  saith  the  orator, 
''  that  the  Persian  is  the  common  enemy  of  the 
"  Greeks."  To  the  Italian,  this  assertion  was 
strange  and  unaccountable,  at  a  time  when  the  two 
nations  were  at  peace,  and  when  treaties  actually 
subsisted  between  them.  History  was  ransacked 
and  tortured  for  some  plausible  pretence  or  grounds 
for  this  extraordinary  declaration.  But  in  Britain 
6uch  pains  were  needless :  there,  no  idea  is  more 
familiar  than  that  of  a  natural,  and  hereditary 
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The  reader's  taste,  however,  may  be  strictly  just ; 
»  See  Orat.  on  the  Classes. 
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be  mny  be  well  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  and 
language  of  liberty  ;  he  may  be  duly  instructed  in 
the  history  of  an  ancient  people ;  he  may  sufier 
their  affairs  and  interests  to  make  a  lively  and 
forcible  impression  on  his  mind:  yet  still,  though 
well  prepared  for  the  perusal  of  an  orator,  he  can- 
not always  perceive  his  whole  force  and  artifice;  as, 
at  this  distance  of  time,  facts  may  appear  trivial, 
and  arguments  inconclusive,  which  fired  every  ima- 
gination, and  silenced  all  opposition,  in  the  as- 
sembly to  which  they  were  originally  addressed. 
We  know,  in  general,  the  genius,  character,  and 
temper  of  a  people,  v.hora  the  oralor  may  have  en- 
deavoured to  affect :  we  can,  therefore,  in  general, 
conceive  and  must  acknowledge  his  force  and  deli- 
cacy, the  propriety  and  energy  of  his  representa- 
tions: they  must  please  and  surprise  us,  and  some- 
times affect  and  warm  us  ;  and  such  impressions 
sufficiently  reward  our  attention.  Bat,  in  particu- 
lar passages,  the  traces  of  excellence  must  be  faint, 
or,  perhaps,  totally  effaced  ;  where  the  art  and  force 
of  the  speaker  consist  in  a  judicious  attention  to 
particular  circumstances  of  times,  occasions,  con- 
junctures of  affairs,  and  dispositions  of  the  auditors, 
A  modern  reader  is  struck  with  some  paiticular 
argument  or  topic;  he  is,  perhaps,  disappointed  to 
find,  that  it  is  not  extended  and  enlarged  on.  But 
it  is  possible,  nay,  very  likely,  that  the  disposition 
of  tliose,  who  heard  it,  required  but  a  single  hint, 
find  that  a  minute  detail  would  have  tiicd  and  of- 
fended. We  read,  that  such  a  particular  stroke  of 
eloquence  had  wonderful  effects  ;  that  such  a  pas- 
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sage  raised  a  general  acclamation,  afFected,  trans- 
ported, or  terrified  :  we  examine  this  passage  by  the 
general  rules  of  criticism,  and  we  pronounce  it  in- 
adequate to  the  wonderful  effects  ascribed  to  it. 
But  here  we  seem  to  confine  our  regards  to  our 
own  sentiments,  our  own  passions,  and  our  own 
situations  :  we  argue  from  our  own  feelings  to  those 
of  other  persons,  in  circumstances  totally  different. 
Cicero,  by  introducing  the  mention  of  the  battle  of 
Pharsalia,  and  the  danger  which  Caesar  there  en- 
countered, in  a  manner  artful  and  lively  indeed, 
but  such  as  by  no  means  indicates  a  surprising  or 
singular  elevation  of  genius,  is  said  to  have  made 
this  hero  turn  pale  and  tremble.  And,  why  should 
we  doubt  of  the  reality  of  these  effects  ?  We  can 
read  of  this  battle  of  Pharsalia  without  emotion  ; 
but  it  was  a  more  important  object  to  a  Roman; 
still  more  afix^ctiiig  to  the  soldier  who  fought  in 
that  famous  field  :  but  to  the  general,  who  there 
gained  the  victory,  and  by  this  victory  rescued  him- 
self from  destruction,  and  obtained  the  sovereignty 
of  the  world,  what  object  can  be  conceived  more 
capable  of  alarming  his  passions,  and  filling  his 
inind  with  the  most  turbulent  emotions  ? 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  however  true  the  gene- 
ral position,  yet  the  instance  brought  to  illustrate  it, 
is  but  unhappily  chosen;  for  that,  in  this  case, 
Cffisar's  emotion  v^as  but  pretended.  "  He"  was 
*'  himself  an  accomplished  orator,   and  knew  ail 

*  See  Browr^'s  Essay  on  Ridicule. 
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"  the  windings  of  the  art— he  courted  Cicero's 
**  friendship,  he  saw  where  his  vanity  and  his 
"  weakness  lay  ;  witli  perfect  address,  therefore,  he 
"'  played  back  the  orator's  art  upon  himself;  his 
"  concern  was  feigned." — With  deference  to  the 
author  here  quoted,  I  must  declare,  that  1  cannofc 
think  this  suggestion  well  warranted;  no  more  than 
I  can  suppose,  that  Octavia,  the  sister  of  Augustus, 
meant  to  pay  a  compliment  to  the  poet,  and  but 
pretended  concern,  when  she  appeared  to  faint  at 
the  recital  of  the  famous  passage  in  the  sixth  Eneid. 

Heu  misernnde  puer  I  Si  qua  lata  aspera  runipas, 
Tu  JMarcellus  tKl*. 

If  Csesar  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the  arts 
ot  eloquence,  and,  of  consequence,  too  well  armed 
against  them,  to  receive  any  real  impression  from 
the  efforts  of  Cicero-,  this  orator,  who  was  equally 
well  acquainted  with  those  arts,  the  proper  occa- 
sions of  exerting  ihem,  and  the  eflccts  to  be  ex- 
pected from  them,  could  not  well  be  deceived  by 
any  unnatural  semblance  of  emotion.  I  say,  un- 
natural semblance ;  because,  it  is  supposed,  that 
such  emotion^  in  such  a  ease,  is  contrary  to  reason, 
and  the  nature  of  things  :  and,  therefore,  Cicero, 
amidst  all  his  vanity,  must  have  seen  and  despised 
the  injudicious  artitice. 

The  truth  seems  to  be,  diat,  in  minds  the  most 
enlightened,  the  passions  frequently  retain  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  strength  ;  and,  w  hen  kindled  by 
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some  touch  of  the  orator's  address,  the  combustion 
is  too  sudden,  as  well  as  too  violent,  to  be  effectu- 
ally suppressed  by  reason.  At  least,  the  ancients 
seem  persuaded  of  thisj  for,  whatever  may  be  said 
of  eloquence  being  made  for  the  *  multitude  and  the 
forwriy  yet  when  they  addressed  themselves,  not  to 
\h^  populace,  but  to  select  and  refined  judges,  they 
were  by  no  means  (as  Quintilian  expresses  it), 
*^  quadam  eloquentiae  frugalitate  contenti,  ac  ma- 
"  num  semper  intra  pallium  continenles."  On  the 
contrary,  some  of  the  noblest  and  boldest  efforts  of 
art  were  exerted,  some  of  the  sublimest  flights  of 
genius  indulged,  on  such  occasions.  To  be  con- 
vinced of  this,  we  need  but  turn  to  any  of  the  ju- 
dicial pleadings  of  Cicero.  Take  the  beautiful 
passage,  in  an  oration  against  Verres,  quoted  by  Mr. 
Hume,  in  his  elegant  essay  on  Eloquence ;  or,  read 
the  following  passage  in  the  oration  for  Milo : 
"  On  *"  you,  ye  Albanian  mounts  and  groves,  on 
"  you  I  call.  Bear  witness  for  me,  ye  ruined  altars 
*'  of  Alba,  (equal  in  sanctity  to  the  Roman  shrines,) 
**  destroyed,  and  buried  vmder  the  profane  edifices 

a  Cicero  in  Brut. 
^  Vos  enim  jam  Albani  tumuli  atque  luci^  vos  Inquam  im- 
ploro  atque  obtestor,  vosque  Albanorum  obrutae  arae,  sacrorutn 
popuii  Romani  sociae  et  a;quales,  qnas  ille  pracceps  amenti'ij  cajsis 
prostratisque  sanctissimis  lucis,  substructionum  insanis  molibus 
oppresserat :  vestrse  turn  arae,  vcstrae  religiones  viguerunt,  vestra 
vis  valuit,  quam  ille  omni  scelere  polluerat3  tuque  ex  tuo  edito 
monte  Latiari,  sancte  Jupiter ;,  cujus  ille  lacus,  nemora,  fiiiesqiie 
sacpeomne  ncfario  stupro,  et  scelere  macularnt^  aliquanclo  ad  eum 
puniendum  oculos  aperuisti ;  vobis  illae,  vobiSj  vesiro  in  conspectu 
serae  scd  justoe  tamen,  ct  debitac  pocnx  solutos  sunt. 
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raised  by  bis  outrageous  sacrilege.  Your  in- 
fluence, )Our  power  it  was  which  then  prevailed. 
Your  divinity  then  triumphed,  and  completed  its 
vengeance  on  all  his  profanations.  And  thou, 
O  holy  Jove,  didst  then,  at  length,  look  down, 
from  thy  mount  ;  then  didst  thou  execute  thy 
justice  on  the  wretch,  whose  wickedness  and 
abandoned  impurity  had  so  often  polluted  thy 
lakes,  thy  groves,  thy  boundaries.  To  thee,  to 
''  thee,  and  in  thy  presence,  did  he  pay  the  late, 
"  but  justly  merited,  punishment." — That  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  trial  contributed  to  animate  the 
orator's  style,  is  certain,  as  he  himself  informs  us\ 
Yet,  amidst  all  his  enthusiasm,  the  consummate 
master  must  have  had  a  due  regard  to  propriety, 
ilc  could  not  have  forgotten  that  he  addressed 
liimself  immediately  to  a  few  selected  judges.  And 
if  such  elevated  strains  of  eloquence  sometimes 
failed  of  success  in  select  assemblies,  and  before 
judges  of  penetration  and  refinement,  the  same  may 
be  observed  of  sober,  solid,  and  just  argument, 
-Modern  times  arc  acquainted  with  refined  assem- 
blies, in  which  affairs  of  highest  nioment  are  com- 
nionly  discussed  ;  and,  if  the  spirited  and  impas- 
sioned orator  doth  not,  on  all  occasions,  obtain  a 
majority  in  such  assemblies,  they  do  not  always  Im- 
pute it  to  the  superior  strength  of  reason,  that  ibrti-. 
fics  his  hearers  against  the  assaults  of  eloquence. 

Is  poetry,  the  impression  made  upon  the  hearer, 

•  In  Brut, 
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is  so  far  from  being  lessened  or  defeated  by  his  re- 
finement and  understanding,  that  it  is  really  height- 
ened and  increased  in  proportion  to  the  acciiracy  of 
his  judgment,  and  the  delicacy  of  his  sentiments. 
And  although  the  man  of  sense,  who,  in  this  case, 
resigns  himself  up  to  the  pleasing  delusion,  guards 
and  arms  himself  against  all  artifice,  in  that  of  elo- 
quence, it  might  not  be  difficult  to  show  how  this 
vigilance  is  sometimes  defeated  and  eluded.     But 
the  points  which   I  am   at  present  concerned   to 
establish,  are  no  more  than  these  :  That  the  won- 
derful effects  ascribed  to  ancient  eloquence  are  not 
mistaken  or  exaggerated :  That  its  force  was  really 
extraordinary,   and   its  impressions  in   proportion 
violent ;  but,  that  the  reader,  who   applies  himself 
to  study  the  remains  of  an  ancient  orator,  and  of 
Demosthenes  in  particular,  may,  sometimes,  be  dis- 
appointed in  his  sanguine  expectations  of  delight, 
if  he  hath  been  long  accustomed  to  compositions  of 
less  intrinsic  worth,  though  of  more  glittering  orna- 
ment ;  if  he  is  in  general  unused  to  the  energy  of 
free  debate  ;  if  he  is  unacquainted  with  the  history 
and  character  of  the  people  to  whom  the  orator  ad- 
dressed himself;  or,  if  he  precipitately  judges  of 
the  real   force  and  efficacy  of  his  eloquence,  from 
his  own  sentiments  and  feelings,  without  making 
the  necessary  allowance  for  a  difference   of  times, 
circumstances,  passions,  and  dispositions. 

He  who  will  not  acknowledge  that  some  par- 
ticular traces  of  that  exquisite  skill,  which  our 
orator  possessed,  are  now  become  faint  and  obscure. 
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i^ays  liim  a  veneration  rather  too  implicit.  And  he 
who  does  not  still  perceive,  and  feel,  "  his*  rapid 
'*  harmony  exactly  adjusted  to  the  sense,  his  ve- 
"  hement  reasoning  without  any  appearance  of  art, 
'*  his  disdain,  anger,  boldness,  freedom,  involved 
"  in  a  continued  stream  of  argument,"  may  justly 
suspect  his  own  deficiency  in  point  of  taste:  nor 
is  it  any  indication  of  a  superior  strength  of  reason, 
if  he  doth  not  sometimes  accompany  the  orator  in 
these  impetuous  passions  and  exalted  sentiments 
which  animate  his  compositions. 

It  is  a  common  observation,  how  much  an  orator 
is  assisted  by  the  charms  of  action  or  pronunci- 
ation, which  Demosthenes  is  said  to  have  regarded 
as  the  chief  part,  or  rather  the  whole,  of  his  art : 
and  how  much  the  loss  of  these  must  diminish  his 
lustre.  Yet,  there  are  other  advantages,  which 
such  a  speaker  derives  from  subjecting  his  works  to 
a  private  review,  to  a  strict,  dispassionate,  and  re- 
iterated study.  The  justness  of  his  reasoning,  the 
soundness  of  his  policy,  the  worth  and  elevation  of 
his  sentiments,  (and  these  are  the  really  valuable 
parts  of  an  orator,)  are  thus  brought  to  a  new  and 
severe  trial :  and  if,  on  such  a  trial,  these  excel- 
lencies preserve  their  weight  and  lustre,  this  is  an 
additional  proof  that  they  are  real  and  intrinsic. 
What  Longinus  observes  of  the  Sun  lime,  is 
equally  applicable  to  all  the  excellencies  of  an  ora- 
tor; that,  if  they  are  really  genuine,  wc  must  form 

»  See  Hume's  Essay  on  Eloquence. 
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the  higher  ideas  of  them,  the  more  frequently  and 
attentively  they  are  considered ;  and  that  the  true 
and  indisputable  proof  of  a  writer's  value,  arises 
from  the  consenting  approbation  of  all  ages,  pro- 
fessions, and  inclinations.  This  last  and  iinal  sanc- 
tion our  author's  merit  hath  received  from  private 
examination,  though,  at  this  time,  but  a  part  of  his 
merit  can  thus  appear.  And  hence,  again,  we  may 
form  a  judgment  of  the  force  and  influence  of  his 
living  eloquence,  Jf  he  still  commands  our  appro- 
bation, and  even  warms  our  hearts,  how  must  the 
Rhodians  have  been  affected,  when  '^schines  read 
his  celebrated  performance  to  that  people  ?  And,  if 
they  were  strongly  affected,  how  must  the  speaker 
himself  have  shaken  and  transported  the  souls  of 
his  hearers,  in  the  Athenian  assembly  ? 

It  may  be  said,  that  the  excellence  of  this  au- 
thor, in  the  original,  is  a  point  too  plain  to  require 
proof  or  illustration  J  that  it  is  universally  acknow- 
ledged, and  has  been  the  subject  of  repeated  praise. 
But,  that  this  consummate  excellence  of  the  origi- 
nal necessarily  inspires  a  prejudice  against  all  at- 
tempts to  copy  it  in  another  language ;  that  such 
attempts  are  presumptuous,  the  learned  despise 
them,  others  are  deceived  by  them,  and  made  to 
think  with  less  honour  of  the  great  author,  than  his 
own  genuine  undisguised  merit  must  ever  obtain. 

.  I  COULD  wish  that  this  objection  could  be  easily 
eluded,  and,  that  I  could  persuade  myself,  that  the 
present    work    did    not    enforce   and    confirm   it. 
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However,  something  I  presume  to  say  in  apology 
for  snch  attempts,  and  tor  the  manner  in  whicli 
they  arc  executed. 

It  hath  been  ah'cady  observed,  that  the  senti- 
ments and  arguments  of  an  ancient  orator  may  be 
conveyed  to  the  reader,  in   a  translation  executed 
with   tolerable  care  and   fidelity.     To  this  we  may 
add,  the  manner  and  order  in  which  he  arranges  his 
thoughts;    no    inconsiderable    part  of  his  address 
and  artifice.     And,  surely,  the  attention  of  the  rea- 
der, unskilled  in   ancient  languages,  is  rather  li- 
berally  rewarded   by   tliese  advantages ;   although 
the  learned  may  despise  the  inglorious  toil  of  the 
translator,  whose  composition  disgraces  his  noble 
original.     Yet,  even  in  this  point,   should  our  at- 
tempts be  judged  with  some  degree  of  candour  and 
indulgence.     And  ancient  language,  even  were   it 
not   superior  to  our  own,  must   ever  be  read  with 
favourable  prejudice.     Antiquity  renders  it  respec- 
table and  venerable.    Its  sounds  and  phrasesare  not 
debased  by  common  and  familiar  use,  but  preserve 
their  dignity  in  a  stately  and  solemn  retirement. 
Longinus  speaks  of  some  vulgar  phrases  to  be  found 
in  Demosthenes  ;  but  all   such  now  lie  concealed  ; 
and,  unless  the  image  conveyed  be  low,   nothing 
can  appear  in  the  language  huiriblc  or  debased:  all 
flows  on  in  one  equal  course  of  decency,  grandeur, 
and  dignity.     But  this  is  not  the  C2se  in  our  own 
language.     Familiarity  tempts  us  to  regard  it  with 
less  reverence.     II?  phrases  and  expressions  are  ia 
constant  use  ;  and,   what  we  hear  and  pronounce 
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every  day,  cannot  easily  endure  a  comparison  with 
a  language  to  whose  very  name  we  have  been  long 
taught  to  annex  the  ideas  of  grandeur  and  excel- 
lence. If,  in  our  composition,  we  adhere  scrupu- 
lously to  the  simple  and  natural  form,  the  pomp 
and  dignity  of  the  original  may  seem  to  be  lost  and 
degraded.  In  order  to  avoid  this  extreme,  we 
sometimes  recur  to  a  grave  and  laboured  style, 
transpositions  unnatural,  and  periods  distorted  ;  an 
impardonably  awkward  substitute  to  ease  and 
graceful  majesty.  And  scarcely  can  we  steer  our 
course  so  happily,  but  that  we  must  be  in  danger 
of  touching,  or  appearing  to  touch,  on  one  or  other 
of  these  dangerous  extremes. 

But  our  difficulties  appear  stronger,  and  our 
claim  to  indulgence  more  just,  when  the  real  ex- 
cellence of  the  ancient  languages  is  considered. 
The  Greek,  in  particular,  is  superior  even  to  that 
of  the  Romans  in  point  of  sweetness,  delicacy,  and 
copiousness.  This  is  the  judgment  of  the  great 
Roman  critic ^  And,  with  him  may  an  English 
translator  still  say,  ''  He^  that  expects  from  us  the 
^'  grace  and  delicacy  of  the  Attic  style,  must  give  us 
**  the  same  sweetness,  and  an  equal  copiousness  of 
•*  language."  To  acknowledge  this  inferiority  in 
our  Own  language  is  not  to  derogate  from  its  real- 
merit.     It  is  a  weapon  keen  and  forcible,  if  care- 

»  Quintll.  Inst.  Orat.  lib.  12.  c.  10, 
^  Quare  qui  a  Latinis  exigit  illam  gratiam  scrmonis  AUici,  dst 
mihi  loqucndo  eandem  jucunditatem,  et  parcm  copiam. 
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fully  preserved,  and  wielded  with   due  skill.     But 
he  who  should  attempt  to  I'ollosv  the  great  writers 
of  antiquity  in  every  maze  and  winding,   through 
wliicli  their  advantages    enabled  them,   and  their 
cireumstances  obliged  them,  to  direct  their  course  ; 
he  who  should  labour  through  all  the  streights  of  a 
r.iinute  and  scrupulous  imitation,  to  express  their 
words,  and   dispose  of  their  periods,  exactly  in  th.e 
same  form  and  order,  must  be  equally  inattentive  to 
the  genius  of  the  language  from  which  he  copies, 
and  to  that   of  his  own  ;  equally   inattentive  to  the 
excellencies  of  this,  and  to  its  comparative  defects. 
At  least,  this  is  a  state  of  subjection  to  which  the 
pj/cscnt  translator  thought  it  by  no  means  necessary 
to  stoop  :  and,   if  in  this  he  should  be  judged  to 
liave  taken  too  great  a  liberty,  he  flies  for  shelter  to 
the   authority  of  Quintilian^    who  compares   the 
copy  formed  from  the  outward  traces  and  aspect  of 
the  original,  to   those  airy  phantoms  which  were 
supposed  by  Epicurus  to  issue  from  all  bodies.     If 
it  may  be  thought  a    \iolation  of  the  Attic  sim- 
plicity, that  he  hath  sometimes  ventured  on  an  epi- 
thet, a  metaphor,  or  some  other  figurative  form  of 
speech,  to  express  what  is  natural  and  unadorned  in 
the  original,  let  it  be  remembered,  that,  in  this,  he 
confines  himself  within  much  stricter  bounds  than 

'  Nee — !-ufficiat  imaginem  virtmis  effingerc,  et  solam  nt  sic  di- 
«ercm  cutem,  vel  polius  illas  Epicuri  figuras  quas  e  sum  mis  cor- 
poribus  (licit  elfliiere.  Hoc  aiUem  illis  accidit,  qui  Don  iiitro- 
ipeclis  penitus  virtutibus,  nd  primum  se  velut  aspectum  orationis 
a^^arunt,  et  cum  iis  felici-'sime  cessit  imitatio,  ^erbis  atque  nu- 
meris  sunt  nou  multum  d.lierentes.  1   10.  c.  2, 
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the  same  great  critic  prescribes  to  those  who  trans^ 
lated  from  the  Greek  into  Latin.  In  such  works 
he  tells  us,  Figuras — quibus  maxime  ornatur  ©ra- 
tio, MuLTAs  AC  VARiAS  cxcogitaudi  etiam  neces- 
siTAs  quasdam  est :  quia  plerumque  a  Grarcis  Ro- 
mana  dissentiunt.  1.  10.  c.  5.  And  in  imitations  oP 
every  kind  in  a  language  inferior  to  that  of  the  ori- 
ginal, in  order  to  supply  the  defect,  his  rule  is  this  : 

OrATIO  TRANSLATIONUM  NITORE  ILLUMINANDA. 

1.  12.  C.  10. 

To  exhibit  Demosthenes  such  as  he  would  have 
appeared  in  an  English  assembly  similar  to  that  of 
Athens,  should  certainly  be  the  scope  of  his  trans- 
lator.    Though  he  may  be  unfortunate  in  his  aim, 

2.  voluntary  deviation  would  be  unpardonable.  And 
an  iLnglish  Demosthenes  would  undoubtedly  attend 
to  the  genius  of  his  language.  To  express  his  dig- 
nity and  majesty,  he  would  not  assume  a  constrained, 
uncouth,  and  perplexed  air.  He  w^ould  have  con« 
fined  himself  within  the  modest  bounds  of  Atticism^ 
but  of  English  Atticism  (if  the  expression  may  be 
allowed).  He  would  have  adopted  a  greater  share 
of  ornament,  because  a  greater  share  of  ornament 
would  not  be  inconsistent  with  neatness,  decent 
elegance,  and  manly  dignity. 

If  it  be  still  observed,  that  our  language  has  been 
corrupted,  and  the  cause  of  learning  disgraced  by 
translation,  it  might  be  easy  to  shew  in  what  cases 
this  has  been,  and  must  be  the  consequence  j  and, 
that  an  attempt  to  copy  the  excellencies  of  ancient 
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writers  of  renown,  docs  not  necessarily  fall  under 
this  censure.  Or,  if  the  meanness  and  insi2;nifi- 
cancc  of  the  employment  should  be  urged,  a  trans- 
lator might  observe,  in  the  fulness  of  his  vanity, 
that  the  great  Roman  orator  himself  thought  it  not 
beneath  his  dignity  to  publish  his  translations  from 
Plato,  Xcnophon,  and  Demosthenes.  But  as  to  the 
utility  of  this  employment,  it  need  not  be  pointed 
out,  or  defended,  to  the  learned.  As  to  its  dignity, 
the  translator  is  not  at  all  solicitous  to  maintain  it, 
lie  is  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  the  pittance  of 
reputation  to  be  acquired  in  this  way  is  but  trifling 
and  insignificant,  if  he  is  so  fortunate  as  to  meet 
with  that  candour  and  indulgence  which  have 
hitherto  favoured  his  attempts, 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THE  title  of  tills  oration  is  taken  from  one 
particular  part  of  it,  in  which  the  speaker  en- 
lar2:es  on  the  method  of  dividino;  the  citizens 
into  ^ufifzo^txiy  or  classes,  in  order  to  raise  the 
supplies,  and  to  answer  the  exigencies  of  the 
state.  The  design  of  it  was,  to  allay  an  extra- 
vagant ferment  which  had  been  raised  at  Athens, 
and  to  recommend  caution  and  circumspection 
at  a  time  when  danger  was  apprehended.  Arta- 
xerxcs  Ochu^,  king  of  Persia,  had  been  for 
some  time  employed  in  making  preparations  for 
war.  These  were  represented  to  the  Athenians 
as  the  effect  of  a  design  formed  against  Greece, 
and  against  their  state  in  particular.  Thev  were 
conscious  of  having  given  this  prince  sufficient 
umbrage,  by  the  assistance  which  their  general, 
Chares,  had  atforded  to  some  of  his  rebellious 
subjects:  they  were  entirely  possessed  by  the 
notions  of  their  own  importance,  and  therefore 
readily  listened  to  their  suggestions,  \vno  endea- 
voured to  persuade  them,  that  some  important 
blow  was  meditated  against  their  dominions. 
An  assembly  ot  the  people  was  convened,  and  the 

cneral  temper  both  of  the  speakers  and  auditors 


to 
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are  distinctly  marked  out  In  several  passages  of 
the  following  oration.  The  bare  mention  of  a 
war  with  Persia,  at  once  recalled  to  their  minds 
the  glorious  days  of  their  ancestors,  and  the  great 
actions  of  Athens  and  her  generals  against  the 
barbarians.  These  were  now  displayed  with 
all  the  address  and  force  of  eloquence,  and  the 
people  urged  to  imitate  the  bright  examples  of 
antiquity  ;  to  rise  up  in  arms  against  the  Per- 
sian, and  to  send  their  ambassadors  through 
Greece,  to  summon  all  the  states  to  unite  with 
Athens  against  the  common  enemy.  To  flatter 
the  national  vanity  of  their  countrymen,  was  an 
expedient  which  many  speakers  had  found  ef- 
fectual for  establishing  their  power  and  credit 
in  the  assembly.  And  possibly  some  might  have 
spoken,  with  a  corrupt  design  of  diverting  the 
attention  of  their  countrymen,  from  those  con- 
tests and  dangers  in  which  they  were  more  im- 
mediately concerned.  But  however  this  may 
be,  the  impropriety  of  those  bold  and  precipi- 
tate measures  which  they  recommended,  is  urged 
with  the  utmost  force,  in  the  following  oration  ; 
in  which  w^c  shall  find  the  speaker  moderating 
the  unseasonable  zeal  of  his  countrymen,  with- 
out absolutely  shocking  their  prejudices.  De- 
mosthenes is  most  generally  known  as  an  orator, 
by  the  fire  and  energy  with  which  he  rouses  his 
countrymen  to  arms.     But  the  delicacy  of  ad- 
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dress  and  artifice,  which  lie  displays  In  thi.^  and 
many  of  the  following  orations,  is  a  part  of  his 
character  no  less  worthy  of  attention.  A  youth 
of  twenty-eight  years,  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  constitution,  interests,  and  connections 
of  his  country,  rising  for  the  first  time  in  a  de- 
bate on  public  affairs,  opposing  himselt  with 
boldness  and  resolution,  and  at  the  same  time 
with  the  utmost  art  and  injsinuation,  to  the  ge- 
neral bent  of  the  assembly  ;  calming  the  turbu- 
lence of  his  countrymen,  and  presenting  their 
true  interests  to  their  view,  in  the  strongest  and 
most  striking  colours  ;  is  an  object  truly  pleasing 
and  affecting. 
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The  men  who  thus  dwell  upon  the  praises  of  your 
ancestors^  seem  to  me,  ye  Men  of  Athens!  to  have 
chosen  a  subject,  fitted  rather  to  gratify  the  assem- 
bly than  to  do  the  due  honour  to  those  on  whom 
they  lavish  their  applause.  As  they  attempt  to 
speak  of  actions  which  no  words  can  worthily  de- 

a  That  this  oration  was  pronounced  in  the  third  year  of  the 
iiimdred  and  sixth  Olymp-ad,  we  are  assured  by  Dionysius,  (in 
Epist.  ad  AmnicEum,)  and  that  Demosthenes  was,  at  this  time, 
in  his  twenty-eighth  year.  Plutarch,  indeed,  (if  he  be  the  au- 
thor of  the  Lives  of  the  Ten  Orators,)  places  his  nativity  in  the 
fourth  year  of  the  ninety-eighth  Olympiad.  But,  not  to  mention 
the  inaccuracies  in  this  tract,  the  orator  himself  dt-ciares,  in  his 
oration  against  Midias,  that  he  was  then  in  his  thirty-second 
year.  This  oration  was  spoken  in  the  archonship  of  Callimachus, 
that  is,  (according  to  Diodorus,)  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  hun- 
dred and  seventh  Olympiad.  Ar.d,  therefore,  by  calculating 
from  lience,  the  reader  will  find  the  authority  of  Dionysius,  as  to 

the  time  of  our  orator's  birth,   clearly  and  fully  confirmed. 

How  then  came  it  to  pass,  that  he  was  nilowed  to  speak  on  public 
-".♦fairs  before  llie  age  of  thirty  years  ?  for,  in  the  Attic  laws^  rc- 

X  'I 
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scribe,  the  illustrious  subject  adorns  their  speccli, 
and  gives  them  the  praise  of  eloquence  ;  while  their 
hearers  are  made  to   think  of  the    virtues  of  lhos( 

spccling  public  speakers,  it  is  expressly  enncted,  Mt;  elo-fXfleiv  Tiva 
t'ivliv  [j.r^rx'  rc(aV.oy7a  Vir)  ysyovolx.  "  Let  no  man  enter  the  a^- 
"  scmbly  to  speak,  who  hath  not  yet  attained  to  the  age  ci 
*'  thirty."  The  solution  of  this  difficulty  by  Lucchesini  seemi 
solid  and  saiisfactor}'.  I  know,  saith  he,  there  are  some  who  as- 
sert, that  this,  as  well  as  some  other  laws  of  Athens,  fell  into  dis- 
use ;  but  such  a  method  of  solviui:  the  difiicullics  of  antiquity, 
without  any  maimer  of  proof  or  aulhoritv,  is  unsafe  and  fallacio'  s 
Besides,  the  as'.ertion  is  contradicted  by  yEschines,  who,  in  his 
oration  against  Timarchus,  declares,  'Ihat  not  only  this,  but 
other  severer  laws,  relative  to  public  speakers,  were  in  full  force 
Jn  my  opinion,  the  difficulty  should  rathrr  be  explained  in  tli»s 
manner:  Among  the  other  magistrates  who  were  chosen  every 
year  at  Athens,  there  were  ten  orators  appointed  by  lot,  whose 
business  it  was,  to  deliver  their  opinions  in  the  assemblies  on  all 
affairs  that  concerned  the  state;  and  for  which  they  received  the 
gratuity  of  a  dracluna  [sevenpence  three  farthings]  from  the 
treasury.  To  these  only  must  that  law  of  Athens,  which  deter- 
mines the  age  of  orators,  be  con.ilrued  to  extend.  As  it  was  their 
duty  to  deliver  their  opinions  in  the  senate,  they  ought  of  course 
to  be  of  the  senatorial  age  :  but  no  person  could  be  admitted  to 
the  senate,  who  had  not  completed  his  thirtieth  year.  liut.  as 
for  the  law  of  Solon,  it  exchuU's  no  citizen  whatsoever  from  the 
liberty  of  speaking,  who  might  attend  the  assembly;  nor  had  tli« 
seniors  any  other  privilege  than  that  of  speaking  first.  The  law 
runs  thus :  "  Let  the  senior  first  propose  such  measures  as  he 
*'  thinks  most  expedient  for  the  republic,  and  after  him  such 
"  other  citizens  as  choose  it,  according  to  the  order  of  their  age." 
7E.schinos  cites  it  in  the  same  words  against  Ctesiphon.  No 
mpntion  is  here  made  of  thirty  yenrs.  Such  of  the  citizens  as  were 
in  their  twentieth  year  might  attend  the  assembly,  and  bad  their 
names  enrolled.  That  they  had  a  share  in  the  administration, 
and  might  speak  in  public  at  this  age,  is  confirmed  by  Lucian  in 
his  Jupiter  Tragoedus,   where    Momus   thus   addresses   Apollo  j 
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heroes  with  much  less  elevation  than  these  virtues  of 
themselves  inspire.  To  me^  time  itself  seems  to  be 
the  noblest  witness  to  their  glory.  A  series  of  so 
many  years  hath  now  passed  over,  and,  still,  no 
men  have  yet  appeared,  whose  actions  could  sur- 
pass those  ]:)atterns  of  perfection.  It  shall  be  my 
part,  therefore,  solely  to  endeavour  to  point  out  the 
means,  which  may  enable  you  most  effectually  to 
prepare  for  war.  For,  in  fact,  were  all  our  speak- 
ers to  proceed  in  a  pompous  display  of  their  abilities, 
such  parade  and  ostentation  could  not  possibly 
prove  of  the  least  advantage  to  the  public:  but,  if 
any  man  whatever  will  appear,  and  can  explain,  to 
your  full  satisfaction,  what  kind  of  armament,  how- 
great,  and   how  supported,  may  serve   the  present 

"  You  are  now  become  a  legal  speaker,  having  long  since  left 
"  the  class  of  young  men,  and  enrolled  your  iKime  in  the  books 
"  of  the  Duodecemviri,"  Now,  that  the  citizens  were  considered, 
as  having  arrived  at  the  age  of  manhood  in  their  eighteenth  year, 
we  learn  from  Demo.sthf-nes  in  his  oration  against  Aphobus.  For 
his  fatlier  died  when  he  was  but  seven  years  old,  and  he  remained 
for  ten  years  under  the  care  of  his  guardian,  at  which  time,  being 
released  from  his  hands,  be  pleaded  his  own  cause  against  him. 
>7ow,  his  father  had  given  directions,  that  he  should  be  under  a 
guardian  till  "lie  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  manhood  ;  and  this  he 
did,  as  soon  as  he  had  reached  his  eighteenth  yearj  all  which  is 
collected  from  his  own  words.  These  circumstances  consideredj 
it  is  very  easy  to  suppose  that  Demosthenes  spoke  in  public,  as  he 
really  did,  in  his  eight  and  twentieth  year.  Nor  does  any  man- 
ner of  difficulty  arise  from  what  he  says  himself  in  his  oratiou 
for  the  crown  :  "  When  the  Phocian  war  was  raised,"  &c.  "/or 
"  I  had  then  no  hand  in  the  ad7nhihtralion :''  that  war  beinsr  begun, 
in  the  second  year  of  the  hundred  and  sixth  Olympiad,  under  the 
archonship  of  Callistratus,  at  a  time  when  our  orator  was  only  in 
the  twenty  seventh  year  of  his  age. 
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exigencies  of  the  state,  then  all  these  alarms  must 
instantly  be  dispelled.  This  I  shall  endeavour  to 
the  utmost  of  my  abilities,  having  first  briefly  de- 
clared my  opinion  of  our  situation  with  respect  to 
the  King. 

I-"  do  regard  the  King  as  the  common  enemy  of 
all  the  Greeks.  But  1  cannot,  for  that  reason,  ad- 
vise, that  we  should  be  the  only  people  to  undertake 
a  war  against  him:  ''for  I  do  not  find  the  Greeks 

*  The  commentators  who  endeavour  to  aceount  for  this  asser- 
tion, by  considering  the  present  state  of  Greece,  or  any  late  trans- 
actions with  Persia,  seem  to  examine  the  orator  too  rigidly,  and 
with  too  much  coldness  and  abstraction.  It  is  by  no  means  the 
result  of  any  recent  events.  It  had  been  the  language  of  Greece 
for  ages  3  the  language  of  poets,  historians,  and  orators.  Even  in 
those  times  of  corruption^  the  popular  leaders  seldom  ventured  to 
use  any  other,  particularly  in  an  assembly  where  national  vanity 
was  so  predominant  as  in  that  of  Athens,  Whatever  treaties  had 
been  made  with  the  king  of  Persia,  however  peace  might  have 
now  subsisted  between  him  and  the  Greeks,  still  he  was  their 

NATURAL  EN-EMY. 

^  The  sacred  war  now  raged  in  Greece.  Tlie  Phoci'ans,  Lace- 
demonians, and  Athenians,  were  engaged  on  one  sidej  the  Boeo- 
tians, Thessalia^s,  Locrians,  and  some  other  inferior  states  on  the 
other;  each  party  was  harassed  and  exhausted  by  the  war.  The 
Phocians  had  reason  to  complain  of  the  Athenians,  who  proved 
^n  useless  and  inactive  ally.  Whatever  connections  had  lately 
subsisted  between  Athens  and  Sparta,  this  latter  state  still  hated 
its  ancient  rival,  and  was  impatient  to  recover  its  former  splen- 
dour and  power.  A  prospect  of  assistance  from  Persia  must  have 
at  once  determined  the  Lacedemonians  to  detach  themselves  from 
the  confederacy,  and  to  act  against  the  Athenians;  particularly^ 
if  any  plausible  pretence  could  be  alledged  for  uniting  with  the 
'Persian.  The  Phocians,  who  were  not  alwiiys  influenced  by  the 
6" 
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themselves  united  to  each  other  in  sincere  affection: 
nay,  some  among  them  seem  to  have  more  confi- 
dence in  him  than  in  certain  of  their  own  body.  In 
such  circumstances,  I  account  it  of  the  utmost  mo- 
ment, that  we  should  be  strictly  attentive  to  the 
origin  of  this  war,  that  it  may  be  free  from  every 
imputation  of  injustice.  Let  our  armament  be  car- 
ried on  with  vigour;  but  let  us  carefully  adhere  to 
the  pr-.-ciples  of  equity.  For,  in  my  opinion,  Athe- 
nians !  the  states  of  Greece  (if  it  be  once  evident 

most  religious  engagements,  might  fairly  be  suspected  of  making 
no  scruple  to  accept  ertectual  assistance  from  the  great  king,  and, 
at  once,  renouncing  their  alliance  with  the  Athenians.  The 
Italian  commentator  supposes,  that  the  orator  expresses  his  appre- 
hensions only  of  the  Lacedemonians,  and  that  they  are  particu- 
larly pointed  out,  as  the  men  who  have  more  confidence  in  the 
Persian  than  in  their  own  brethren j  and  who  would  sacrifice 
every  consideration  to  the  support  of  their  wars  with  the  Greeks. 
The  Phocians;,  he  observes,  could  not  possibly  unite  with  the  Per- 
sians, on  account  of  the  former  injuries  they  had  received  from 
them,  as  well  as  of  their  invariable  union  with  Athens.  But  a 
view  of  the  politics  of  Greece,  and  indeed  of  the  politics  of  all 
ages  and  nations,  may  convince  us,  that  too  much  stress  is  not  to 
be  laid  on  such  an  argument.  Nor  was  there  less  to  fear  from 
the  confederates  on  the  other  side.  They  fought  with  an  in- 
veterate and  implacable  rancour;  and  all  their  efibrts  were 
scarcely  sufficient  to  support  the  quarrel.  Their  strength  was 
continually  wasting,  and  their  treasures  were  quite  exhausted: 
the  most  favourable  occasion  for  the  great  king  to  gain  them  to 
his  purposes.  The  speaker  indeed  declares,  ih  another  part  of 
this  oration,  that  the  1  hebans  would  not  concur  with  the  Persian 
in  any  design,  confessedly  formed  against  the  nation  of  Greece. 
Yet  still  they  might,  in  tlieir  prcst-nt  circumstances,  and,  in  a 
cause  which  tliey  affected  to  consider  as  the  cause  of  the  natioji, 
accept  of  his  assistance.  They  actually  did  accept  of  it  rn  the 
course  of  this  war. 
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and  incontestible  that  the  King  makes  attempts 
against  them,)  will  instantly  unite,  and  express  the 
most  ardent  gratitude  to  those  who  arose  before 
them,  who,  with  them,  still  stand  faithfully  and 
bravely  to  repel  these  attempts.  But,  while  this  is 
yet  uncertain,  should  you  begin  hostilities,  I  fear 
we  may  be»obliged  to  light  against  an  enemy,  rein- 
forced by  those  very  men  for  whose  interests  we 
were  so  forward  to  express  our  zeal.  Yes  !  he  w^ill 
suspend  his  designs ;  (if  he  hath  really  designs 
against  the  Greeks  ;)  his  gold  will  be  dispersed  li- 
berally amongst  them  ;  his  promises  of  friendship 
will  be  lavished  upon  them  :  while  they,  distressed 
m  their  private  wars,  and  attentive  only  to  support, 
them,  will  disregard  the  general  welfare  of  the 
nation. 

Into  such  confusion,  into  such  weak  measures, 
let  us  not  precipitate  the  state.  With  respect  to 
the  King,  you  cannot  pursue  the  same  counsels 
with  some  others  of  the  Greeks.  Of  these,  many 
might,  witliout  the  chajge  of  inconsistency,  neglect 
the  rest  of  Greece,  while  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of 
jnivate  interest.  But,  of  you  it  would  be  unworthy, 
eveii  though  directly  injured,  to  inflict  so  severe  a 
punishment  on  the  gnilty,  as  to  abandon  them  to 
the  power  of  the  barbarian. 

Thus  are  we  circumstanced :  and  let  us  then  be 
careful,  that  v^e  do  not  engage  in  this  war  upon  un- 
equal terms ;  that  he,  whom  wc  suppose  to  enter- 
tain designs  against  the  Greeks,   may  not  recom- 
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mend  liimsell  to  their  confidence,  so  as  to  be  deemed 
their  friend.  And  how  shall  these  things  be  ef- 
fecled  ?  by  giving  public  proof,  that  the  forces  of 
this  state  are  well  appointed,  and  complete  for  ac- 
tion ;  but  that  in  this  our  procedure,  \vc  are  deter- 
mined to  adhere  inviolably  to  justice. 

Let  the  bold  and  hazardous,  who  are  vehement  in 
urging  you  to  war,  attend  to  this.  It  is  not  difficult, 
when  an  assembly  is  convened,  to  acquire  the  re- 
putation of  courage:  noj  nor,  when  dangers  arc 
actually  impending,  to  speak  with  an  impassioned 
boldness.  But  it  is  truly  difficult,  and  it  is  our  duty 
in  the  time  of  danger,  to  support  the  character  of 
superior  bravery  j  in  our  councils,  to  display  the 
same  superiority  of  wisdom. 

I,  on  nay  part,  ye  men  of  Athens  !  think  that  a 
war  with  th.e  King  may  prove  dangerous;  in  a 
battle,  the  consequence  of  such  a  war,  I  see  no 
danger.  And  why?  Because  wars  ofevcrv  kind  re- 
quire many  advantages,  of  naval  ibrce,  of  money, 
and  of  places.  Here,  he  is  superior  to  the  state. 
In  a  battle,  nothing  is  so  necessary  to  ensure  success 
as  valiant  troops  :  and  of  thcte,  we  and  our  confe- 
diratcs  can  boast  the  greater  number.  F'or  this 
reason,  I  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  by  no  means 
to  be  the  first  to  enter  on  a  war :  but  for  an  en- 
gagement, I  think  you  should  be  effectually  pre- 
pared. Were  there  one  method  of  preparing,  to 
oppose  barbarians,  and  another  for  engaging  with 
Greeks,  then  we  migtit  expect,  with  reason,  that  any 
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hostile  intentions  against  the  Persian  must  be  at 
once  discovered.  But  as  in  every  armament  the 
manner  is  the  same,  the  general  provisions  equally 
the  same,  whether  oar  enemies  are  to  be  attacked, 
or  our  allies  to  be  protected,  and  our  rights  de- 
fended ;  why,  when  w^e  have^  avowed  enemies, 
should  we  seek  for  others  ?  Shall  we  not  prepare 
against  the  one,  and  be  ready  to  oppose  the  other, 

should  he  attempt  to  injure  us  ? Call  now  upon 

the  Greeks  to  unite  with  you. — But  suppose  ye 
should  not  readily  concur  with  them  in  all  their 
measures,  (as  some  are  by  no  means  favourably  in- 
clined to  this  state,)  can  it  be  imagined,  that  they 

will  obey  your  summons  ?- "  Certainly  ;  for  we 

''  shall  convince  them  that  the  King  forms  designs 
"  against  their  interests,  which  they  do  not  foresee." 
— Ye  powers !  is  it  possible,  that  you  can  be  thus 
persuaded  ?  Yes  ;  I  know  you  are.  But,  whatever 
apprehensions  you  may  raise,  they  must  influence 
these  Greeks  less  forcibly  than,  their  disputes  with 
you,  and. W'ith  each  other;  and  therefore,  the  re- 
monstrances of  your  ambassadors  will  but  appear 
like  the  tales  of  idle  wanderers'*.     If^  on  the  other 

*  The  Bceotians,  Thessalians,  &c.  were  the  avowed  enemies  of 
Athens,  in  consequence  of  the  attachnaent  of  this  state  to  Phocis ; 
and  the  king  of  Macedon,  by  his  invasions  of  their  scttlenaents  in 
Thrace,  and  other  acts  of  hostility. 

'^  In  the  original  aoiv  Sv  dkk'  ^  PA'^-QAHSOTSIN  ol  nt^i^r^Big 
'^ziiUyis;.  It  was  urged  by  the  speakers  on  the  other  side,  that 
ambassadors  should  be  sent  through  Greece,  to  represent  the  dan- 
gerous designs  of  the  Persian,  and  to  exhort  the  several  states  to 
suspend  their  private  animosities,  and  to  unite  with  the  Atheai- 
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hand,  ye  pursue  the  measures  now  proposed,  there 
is  not  a  sincrle  state  ol'  Greece  that  will  hesitate  a 
inomcnt  to  come  in,  and  to  solicit  your  alliance, 
when  they  see  '  our  thousand  horse,  our  in/antry  as 
numerous  as  could   be  wished,  our  three  hundred 

ans  against  the  common  enemy.  The  orator,  who  is  endeavour- 
ing to  represent  the  useless  and  ineffectual  nature  of  such  a  mea- 
sure, c«mp;ires  these  ambassadors  to  the  ancient  Rhapsodists,  or 
Bards,  V.  hose  lives  were  spent  in  travelling,  and  r-musing  their 
entertainers  with  songs  and  poems.  And  this  similitude  seems  to 
arise  not  only  from  their  repeating  the  same  declarations,  but 
from  the  circumstance  of  going  from  city  to  city;  and  exciting 
curiosity  by  iheir  speeches,  without  any  other  eflect. 

"  At  fij«t  sight  it  may  appear  extraordinary,  that  the  orator 
should  speak,  in  high  terms,  of  such  a  body  as  one  thousand  horse. 
But  we  must  consider,  that  Attica  was  a  mountainous  country,  and 
therefore  unfit  for  breeding  horses.  In  the  infancy  of  the  state, 
when  Athens  was  governed  by  kings,  their  cavalry  amounted  to 
no  more  than  ninely-srix,  sach  Naixfaiia,  or  twcJftii  part  of  a 
tribe,  furnishing  two.  But  the  number  of  such  divisions  was 
then  but  forty-t-ight,  as  the  tribes  were  originally  but  four.  This 
small  body  was,  at  first,  an  object  of  derision  to  the  Persians,  at 
Marathon;  but  afterwards  proved  formidable  and  dangerous. 
After  the  defeat  of  the  Persians,  the  city  began  to  increase  in 
power,  and  was  enabled  to  raise  a  body  of  three  hundred  horse; 
which,  in  the  time  of  the  Pclopounesian  war,  was  augmented  to 
twelve  hundrt-d,  (as  v.e  learn  from  Thucyd.  B.2,  and  iEschines 
riataT.)  This  was  the  greatest  body  of  cavalry  the  Athenians 
ever  possessed,  vhich  seems,  by  the  distresses  of  the  .stale,  to  have 
been  reduced  to  a  thousand  in  the  liaie  of  Demosthenes,  a«  he 
mentions  no  greater  number,  though  it  was  his  business  rather  to 
magnify  their  force,  in  this  passage,  than  to  extenuate  it.  The 
Equestrian  Order  was  a  rank  of  dignify  at  Athens,  as  among  the 
Romans.  But  in  latter  times  the  citizens  were  allowed  to  keep 
this  rank,  and  to  substitute  others  to  gerve  in  their  stead. 

LvCCHEalNI. 
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ships ;  an  annainent  which  they  must  regard  as 
their  surest  refuge  and  defence.  Should  you  apply 
for  their  assistance,  you  must  appear  as  supplicants : 
should  they  refuse  it,  you  incur  the  shame  of  a  re- 
pulse. But  if,  while  your  forces  are  completed,  you 
suspend  your  operations,  the  protection  you  then 
grant  to  them  must  appear  as  the  consequence  of 
their  request :  and,  be  assured,  they  will  all  fly  to 
you  for  tliis  protection. 

With  these,  and  the  like  reflections,  deeply  im- 
pressed upon  my  mind,  I  have  not  laboured  to  pre- 
pare a  bold,  vain,  tedious,  harangue.  No,  my  fel- 
low-citizens !  our  preparations  have  been  the  sole 
object  of  my  thoughts,  and  the  manner  of  conduct- 
ing them  with  eflrct  and  expedition.  Grant  me 
your  attention  ;  and,  if  ray  sentiments  be  approved, 
confirm  them  by  your  voices. 

It  is  then  the  first,  and  most  -fmportant  part  of 
preparation,  to  possess  your  minds  \vith  due  reso- 
lution ;  so  that  every  citizen,  when  called  to  action, 
may  cxcrt  himself  with  alacrity  and  zeal.  Yoi^ 
knovv-,  that  in  every  instance,  where,  having  first 
resolved  on  your  designs  in  concert,  every  single 
member  deemed  it  incumbent  on  him  to  labour 
vi2;orously  in  the  execution,  you  have  never  once 
proved  unsuccessful.  But,  whenever  we  have  first 
decreed,  and  then  each  man  hath  turned  his  eyes 
on  others,  fondly  imagining,  that  he  himself  need 
not  act,  that  his  neighbour  would  do  all ;  our  de- 
signs have  never  once  been  executed. 
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With  these  sentiments,  and  these  vigorous  reso- 
lutions, I  recommend  that  vou  should  proceed  to 
the  appointment  of  your  Twelve  Hundred  ;  and 
raise  them  to  two  thousand,  by  a  further  addition 
of  eight  hundred.  Thus,  when  all  necessar}-  de- 
ductions are  made,  of  those  who  by  their  condition* 
are  excused  from  contributing,  or  by  any  circum- 
slances  arc  unable  to  contribute,  still  the  original 
number  of  twelve  hundred  will  remain  complete. 
These  I  would  have  formed  into  twenty  classes, 
each  consisting  of  sixty  citizens,  agreeably  to  the 
present  constitution.  And  it  is  my  opinion^  that,  of 
these  classes,  each  should  be  divided  into  five  parts, 
consisting  of  twelve  persons;  ever  attending  to  a 
just  and  equal  distribution  of  the  richer  with  the 
poorer.  Thus  should  our  citizens  be  arranged  :  the 
reason  will  appear,  when  the  whole  scheme  of  the 
regulation  hath  been  explained, 

"  T}ioic  ivno  by  ihe'ir  condition,  Sec  )  Those  are  particularly 
specitied  ill  the  original,  iti'x-hYi^jjv  maiden  heiresses;  o^fCLVMYt 
orphans  of  the  other  sex  ;  y.hriCByjKxv ,  men  appointed  to  form  a 
colony;  and  y.o,\x/ty.:Cv,  men  incorporated  into  certain  societies, 
which  were  exempted  from  contributing.  From  whence  it  seems 
evident,  that  the  duty  and  the  honour  of  composing  the  twelve 
hundred,  who  were  to  supply  the  exigencies  of  the  state,  must 
have  been  annexed  to  certain  families;  and  continued  to  them, 
when  time  and  various  circumstances  might  have  produced  alter- 
ations of  fortune  in  many.  The  inconveniencies  which  arose 
from  hence  were  pirtly  removed  by  the  d-/lihT:si,  or  exchanges 
of  fortunes  (of  which,  see  note  on  Phil.  1.  p.  42,)  and  by  allow- 
ing exemptions  to  persons  in  certain  circumstances:  yet  both 
these  expedients  must  have  occasioned  delays,  and  retarded  the 
business  of  the  public.     Hence  the  orator  recommends  the  ap- 


)oiutroent  of  the  additional  eigrht  hundred 
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But  our  ships  ;  how  are  they  to  be  appointed  ? 
Let  their  whole  number  be  fixed  to  tjiree  hundred, 
divided,  by  fifteenth  parts,  into  twenty  portions.  Of 
the  first  hundred,  let  five*  such  parts  ;  of  the  second 
hundred,  five  parts  ;  and  of  the  third  hundred,  five, 
be  appointed  to  each  class.  Thus  shall  a  fifteenth 
of  the  whole  be  allotted  to  every  class:  three  ships 
10  each  subdivision. 

When  these  establishments  are  made,  I  propose  t*, 
as  the  revenue  arising  from  our  lands  airiounts  to 

a  Gf  iJic  first  hundred  let  fii>e,  &c.  It  should  seem,  from  this 
passage,  that  each  century  of  the  three  hundred  ships  were  to  be 
of  a  different  rate  and  order,  b)vlhis  minute  specitication  oi  five 
of  the  first  hundred,  five  of  the  second,  &c. 

^  When,  and  in  what  manner,  this  estimate  of  the  lands  was 
made,  we  learn  from  Polybius,  lib.  2,  whose  words  shall  be  quoted 
immediate}}'.  That  the  barren  lands  uf  Attica  should  produce 
such  a  revenue,  [amounting,  according  to  Arbuihnot's  computa- 
tion, to  1,1()2,500].]  seeins  wonderful  5  especiall),  as  the  lower 
rank  of  citizens  held  their  lands  iree  from  all  taxation.  The  soil 
of  Athens  itsvlf  is  celebrated,  by  Homer,  for  its  fertility.  But 
this  is  of  little  moment,  when  the  barrenness  of  the  Attic  terri- 
tory in  general  is  considered.     But  what  saith  Polybius?  Tjj  yoiq 

CTf  5^  T^s  Aay.i^'ai[xovt'8s  dvi^ocivov  ttoae/xov,  koci  ^v^i'sg  /xgV  a^sTi's^.Ttov 
St^dlLwi'a.i,  kx-aliv  oi  h-nyJjCsy  r^ir^^sig,  &r<  T'crs  ao.vavles  aVo  ry^g 
d^i'a.g  Trojjicr^aj  rig  s'lg  rov  t'o?^sjmov  s'lg  <po^xg,  sliy-rjravro  Tvjv  rs 
yj>2oav,  y.x)  rr^v  Arhy.r-/  aVaca/,  y.ccl  rag  oV/.i'ag,  oixot'cvs  H  xai  rr^v 
Aonr>;v  driccv.  AAA'  o'y.:v;  ro  <rv^av  ri'iJ^r^ixxry^g  d^iag  iviXms  rwv 
£^axio-;/(Aj'wy,  cia-^^jr^'oi;  y.a)  Ttz-Ar^y.oila  raXayloic;  "  What  his- 
"  torian  hath  not  informed  us,  that  the  Athenians,  at  the  time 
"  when  they  engaged  in  war,  on  the  part  of  Thebes,  against  the 
"  Lacedemonians,  sent  ten  tliousand  men  to  the  field,  and  man- 
"  ned  an  hundred  ships;  that  the  Athenians,  I  say,  in  order  to 
"  make  a  just  estimate  of  the  subsidy  they  might  properly  grant 
*'  for  this  ^"ar,  then  proceeded  to  a  general  valuation  of  tlicir 
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six  thousand  talents,  that,  in  order  to  have  our  funds 
duly  regulated,  this  sum  may  be  divided  into  aa 
hundred  parts,  of  sixty  talents  each :  that  five  of 
these  parts  may  be  as  igned  to  each  of  the  twenty 
great  classes  :  which  may  thus  give  ecverally  to  each 
of  their  divisions  a  single  part  of  sixty  talents*.    So 

"  lands,  of  the  whole  territory  of  Attica,  their  houses,  and  all 
"  their  effects.  And  )et  the  uhole  valuation  fell  short  of  sir 
"  thousand  talents,  by  two  hundred  and  fifty."  ^^'hich  agree* 
pretty  exactly  with  this  passage  of  Demosthenes.  Lucchksini. 
•One  hundred  ships  seem  to  have  been  the  ordinary  marine 
establishment  at  Athens  j  aixl  to  this  the  ordinary  revenues  seem 
io  have  been  proportiuned.  When  it  vvas  necessary  to  fit  oat  aii 
extraordinary  number,  the  additional  charge  was  answered  by  an 
extraordinary  taxation  on  the  richer  members  of  the  state.  The 
passage  before  us  is  indeed  concisely  expressed,  as  became  a 
speaker  who  addressed  himself  to  persons  to  whom  the  least  hint 
v.-as  sufficient.  But  the  full  meaning  of  it  I  take  to  be  this  :  "  If 
"  we  have  occasion  but  for  an  hundred  ships,  the  charge  of  fur- 
"  nishing  ench  ;r.  y  be  divided  among  twelve  trierarchs,  who  are 
"  to  be  supplied  fcr  the  expense  of  this,  and  other  prcparaiions, 
'•'  with  sixty  talents.  If  fur  two  hundred  these  twelve  trierarchs 
'•'  must  provide  two  ships;  if  for  three  hundred,  three.  In  every 
"  case  the  revenues  of  the  state  are  Xo  be  equally  divided  amongst 
"  them.  Rut  the  greater  the  force  required,  the  greater  must°be 
*'  the  burden  on  the  trierarchs,  who  are  to  be  taxed  for  the  addi- 
"  tional  expense,  if  any  such  may  be  required,  fur  fitting  out  the 
"  fleet,  and  completing  the  other  parts  of  the  intended  arma- 
"  raent."  This  latter  part,  indeed,  is  not  expressed,  or  insinu- 
ated; but  I  take  it  to  be  understood.  But,  if  my  explanation 
should  not  be  entirely  consonant  to  the  sentmients  of  the  learned 
reader,  who  may  have  the  curiosity  to  examine  this  part  of  the 
oration  with  accuracy,  J  must  endeavour  to  screen  myself  from 
the  severity  of  his  censure,  by  subscribing  to  the  following  inge- 
nious declaration  of  Wolfius  :  "  Whatever  is  here  said  of  fieets. 
"  stores,  armaments,  aixi  supplies,  must,  to  us  who  never  saw  a 
'•-  fleet  or  war,  and  never  were  conversant  in  aflairs  of  state,  be 
"  attended  with  considerable  obsairlty." 
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thai:,  if  she  would  have  occasion  for  an  hundred 
ships,  sixty  talents  may  be  granted  to  each,  and 
twelve  trierarchs  ;  if  for  two  hundred,  there  may 
be  tliirty  talents  assigned,  and  six  trierarchs  to  each  j 
if  for  three  hundred,  twenty  talents  may  be  sup- 
plied for  each,  and  four  trierarchs. 

In  hke  manner,  my  fellow-citizens  !  upon  a  due 
estimate  of  the  stores  necessary  for  our  ships,  I  pro- 
pose, that,  agreeably  to  the  present  scheme,  they 
should  be  divided  into  twenty  parts;  that  one  good 
and  effectual  part  should  be  assigned  to  each  of  the 
great  classes  ;  to  be  distributed  among  the  small  di- 
visions in  the  just  proportion.  Let  the  twelve,  in 
every  such  division,  demand  their  respective  shares; 
and  let  them  have  those  ships,  which  it  is  their  lot 
to  provide,  thoroughly  and  expeditiously  equipped. 
Thus  may  our  supplies,  our  ships,  our  trierarchs, 
our  stores,  be  best  provided  and  supplied.  And 
now  I  am  to  lay  before  you  a  plain  and  easy  me- 
thod of  conipleling  this  scheme. 

I  SAY,  then,  that  your  generals  should  proceed  to 
mark  out  ten  dock- yards,  as  contiguous  as  may  be 
to  each  other,  and  capable  of  containing  thirty  ves- 
sels each.  When  this  is  done,  they  should  assign 
two  classes,  and  thirty  ships  to  each  of  these  docks. 
Among  these,  also,  they  should  divide  the  tribes  and 
the  respective  trierarchs  ;  so  that  two  classes,  thirty 
ships,  and  one  tribe,  may  be  assigned  to  each.  Let 
then  each  tribe  divide  its  allotted  station  into  three 
parts,   and   the  ships  in  like  manner.     Let  the,sc 
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third  parts  be  distributed  by  Jot.  Thus  shall  one 
tribe  preside  over  one  entire  division  of  your  ship- 
ping ;  and  each  third  of  a  tribe  take  care  of  one 
third  of  such  division;  and  tiius  shall  you  know, 
at  all  times,  first  where  each  ti  ibe  is  stationed  ;  then 
where  each  third;  then,  wlio  arc  the  trierarchs  ; 
and  lastly,  the  number  of  your  ships.  Let  affairs 
be  once  set  in  motion  after  this  manner :  and,  if 
any  thing  hath  been  omittedj  (as  it  is  by  no  means 
easy  to  provide  accurately  for  every  circumstance,) 
the  execution  will  itself  discover  it.  And  thus  may 
your  whole  niarine,  and  all  its  several  parts,  be 
uniformly  and  exactly  regulated. 

And  now,  as  to  money,  as  to  any  immediate  sup- 
plies: sensible,  as  I  am,  that  the  ojjinion  I  am  now 
to  declare  must  appear  extraordinary,  yet  I  will  de- 
clare it ;  for  I  trust  that,  when  duly  wcigheJ ,  it  will 
be  found  the  only  one  which  reason  can  recom- 
mend ;  and  which  must  be  approved  by  the  event. 
I  say,  then,  that  at  this  time  wc  should  not  speak 
at  all  of  money:  we  have  a  fund,  if  occasions  call 
for  it ;  a  great  and  honourable,  and  an  equitable 
fund.  Should  you  attempt  to  rai^^e  it  now,  far  from 
succeeding  in  such  an  attempt,  you  could  not  de- 
pend on  gaining  it  when  really  wanted.  But,  sus-- 
pend  your  inquiries,  and  you  will  secure  it.  What 
fund  is  this,  which  now  hath  no  being,  yet  will  be 
found  hereafter?  Tliis  appears  a  kind  of  mystery j 
but  I  shall  explain  it.  Cast  your  eyes  round  through 
all  this  city.  Within  these  walls,  Athenians  !  there 
are  treasures.  I  had  almoitsaid,  equal  to  tliose  gf  all 

VOL     I  Y 
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Other  states.  Bat  such  is  the  disposition  of  their 
possessors,  that  if  all  our  speakers  were  to  arise 
with  the  most  alarming  declarations,  "  That  the 
'*  King  was  marching  against  us  ;  that  he  was  at 
''  our  gates  :  that  the  danger  did  not  admit  of  any 
*'  possibility  of  doubt :"  If,  with  these  speakers,  as 
many  ministers  of  heaven  wore  to  arise,  and  pro- 
nounce the  same  declarations  as  the  warning  of  the 

.  gods ;  so  far  would  these  men  be  from  contribut- 
ing, that  they  would  not  even  discover  their  riches  ; 
they  would  not  acknowledge  the  possession  of 
them.  But  should  it  once  appear,  that  all  those 
dangers,  denounced  with  so  much  terror,  were  really 

,  and  in  fact  impending;  where  is  the  wretch  that 
would  not  give  freely,  that  would  not  urge  to  be 
admittedt  o  contribute  ?  For,  who  would  choose  to 
abandon  his  life  and  fortune  to  the  fury  of  an  enemy, 
rather  than  give  up  a  small  portion  of  his  abun- 
dance, for  the  safety  of  himself,  and  all  the  rest  of 
his  possessions  ?  Thus  shall  we  find  treasures,  when 
occasions  really  demand  them,  but  not  till  then* 
Let  us  not  therefore  inquire  for  them  now.  Sup- 
pose that  we  were  now  strictly  to  exact  the  subsi- 
dies from  all  our  citizens  ;  the  utmost  we  should 
raise  would  be  more  contemptible  than  none. 
Imagine  the  experiment  made ;  it  is  proposed  to 
exact  an  hundredth  part  of  the  revenue  arising  from 
our  lands.  Well  then  ;  this  makes  just  sixty  talents. 
•^^  Nay,  but  we  will  raise  a  fiftieth  part."  This 
doubles  the  sum :  we  have  then  onehundred  and 
twenty  talents.  But  what  is  thisj  to  those  hundreds, 
or  those  thousands  of  camels,  which  they  assure  us 
are  employed   to  carry   the   King's   money  ?    But 
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suppose  it  were  agreed  to  raise  a  twelfth  part, 
amounting  to  five  hun  ^red  talents.  Tiiis,  in  'die 
first  place,  would  be  too  great  a  burden  ;  and,  if 
imposed,  still  the  fund  produced  would  be  insuf- 
ficient for  the  war.  Let  then  all  our  other  prepa- 
rations be  completed  ;  but,  as  to  money,  let  tlie 
possessors  keep  it;  and  never  can  they  keep  it  for  a 
nobler  public  service.  When  their  country  calls 
for  it,  then  shall  they  freely  and  zealously  contri- 
bute. 

This,  my  fellow-citizens  1  is  a  practicable 
scheme  ;  a  scheme  liighly  honourable  and  advan- 
tageous, worthy  of  this  state  to  be  reported  to  the 
KiN'G,  and  which  must  strike  him  with  no  small 
terror.  Ile^  knows,  that  by  three  hundred  vessels, 
of  which  one  hundred  only  were  supplied  by  us, 
his  ancestors  lost  a  thousand  ships,  lie  will  hear, 
that  now  we  have,  ourselves,  equipped  three  hun- 
dred. He  cannot,  then,  if  he  hath  not  lost  all  lea- 
son,  he  cannot  deem  it  a  trivial  matter  to  make  thi?; 
state  his  enemy.  If,  from  a  dependance  on  Ins 
treasures,  he  is  tempted  to  entertain  proud  thoughts, 
be  will  find  this  but  a  vain  dependance,  when  com- 
pared with  your  resources,     ''lliey  tell  us,  he   i^ 

»  Whoever  consults  Herodotus  will  find,  that  Dcmosthenc-i  'n 
by  no  meain  exact  in  his  account  either  of  the  Atlicnian  or  Pm- 
.;i:in  fleets;  hut  we  are  uot  to  expect  historical  precision  from  the 
orator.  His  representations  are  suited  to  dclit^htanJ  anin.nie 
his  hearers;  and  probably  his  success  was  too  great  to  give  them 
leisure  to  attend  to  any  inaccuracy  in  his  accouzit. 

'^  it  i>  j'let   now,   the  orator  hath   represented  the  wealth  wf 
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coming  with  heaps  of  gold;  but  when  these  are 
once  dispersed,  he  will  look  for  new  supplies.  Not 
the  richest  streams^  not  the  deepest  sources,  but 
must,  at  length,  be  totally  exhausted,  when  we  co- 
piously and  constantly  drain  away  their  waters. 
But  we,  he  will  be  told,  have  a  perpetual  resource 
in  our  lands  ;  a  fund  of  six  thousand  talents.  And 
v/ith  what  spirit  we  defend  these  lands  against  in- 
vaders, his  ancestors,  who  fought  at  Marathon, 
roiild  best  inform  him.  Let  us  continue  to  con- 
quer,  and  our  treasures  cannot  ever  fail. 

Nor  yet  do  I  think  their  errors  Justly  founded, 
who  apprehend,  that  he  may  employ  his  gold  in 
raising  a  large  army  of  mercenaries.  I  do  indeed 
believe,  that  in  an  expedition  against  Egypt,  against 
'Orontes,  or  any  other  barbarians,  there  are  many  of 

Athens  as  contemptible,  that  of  Persia  as  magnificent  and  great. 
Now,  on  the  contrary,  the  resources  of  Persia  are  neither  soHd 
nor  permanentj  the  riches  of  Athens  great  and  inexhausHble. 
Various  are  the  instances  of  this  artifice  in  Demosthenes}  which 
the  judicious  reader  cannot  fail  to  observe  without  the  direction 
of  the  annotator. 

^  Two  of  this  name  are  mentioned  in  history.  The  first  was' 
put  to  death,  by  the  younger  Cyrus,  on  account  of  a  conspiracy.. 
The  other,  whom  Demosthenes  points  out,  was  a  satrap  of  Mysia, 
and  served  in  the  army  which  Artaxerxes  sent  against  Cyprus, 
under  the  command  of  Teribazus.  On  this  occasion  he  attempted 
to  ruin  the  reputation  of  his  general,  was  delected  and  disgraced  | 
and,  in  revenge,  joined  with  the  rebels  of  Egypt,  Caria,  and 
Phrygia,  and  headed  the  army  they  had  raised  against  the  King. 
But.  in  hopes  of  recovering  his  credit  at  the  Persian  court,  and  of 
gaining  the  command  of  some  maritime  towns,  he  betrayed  the 
toiceSj  &c.  of  the  rebels  into  the  hands  of  the  King's  lieutenants. 
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the  Greeks  that  would  gladly  receive  his  pay:  not 
from  any  zeal  for  aggrandizing  him ;  but  each  in 
order  to  obtain  such  a  supply,  as  might  relieve  their 
present  necessities.  But  I  never  can  persuade  my- 
self, that  any  one  Greek  would  assist  him  to  con- 
quer Greece.  Whither  should  he  turn  after  such 
an  event  ?  Would  he  go  and  be  a  slave  in  Phrygia  ? 
He*  must  know,  that,  when  we  take  up  arm> 
against  the  Barbarian,  we  take  them  up  for  our 
country,  for  our  lives,  for  our  customs,  for  our  li- 
berty, and  all  such  sacred  rights.  Who  then  could 
be  so  base  as  to  sacrifice  himself,  his  parents,  the 
sepulchres  of  his  ancestors,  his  country,  to  a  tri- 
fling pittance  }    Surely,  no  man  ! 

Nor  is  it  the  interest  of  the  Persian,  that  his  mer- 
cenaries should  subdue  the  Greeks ;  for  they  who 
can  conquer  us,  must  first  prove  superior  to  him. 
And  it  is  by  no  means  his  scheme,  by  destroying  us, 
to  lose  his  own  empire.  His  wishes  are  to  com- 
mand all ;  if  this  cannot  be  obtained,  at  least  he 
would  secure  his  power  over  his  own  slaves. 

If   then  it  be  imagined,  that   the  Thebans  will 

History  speaks  no  farther  of  this  Orontcs.  But,  as  in  tins  year, 
the  eighth  from  the  lime  of  his  revolt,  Demosthenes  mentions 
bim  as  an  enemy  to  the  Persian,  we  may  conjecture,  that  his  last 
services  had  been  disregarded,  and  that  he  had  again  taken  up 
*rms.  Llcchesini. 

*  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  there  Is  occasion  to  point  out 
to  the  leader  the  force  and  pertinency  of  this  argument,  although 
it  be  elliptical!/  expressed.     To  be  assured  of  the  true  sigojii- 
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unite  with  him; — ^  it  is  a  hard  part  to  speak  of 
Thebes  in  this  assembly ;  for,  such  is  your  aversion 
to  this  people,  that  you  will  not  hear  the  voice  of 
truth  itself,  if  it  seems  at  all  to  favour  them.  How- 
ever, it  is  the  duty  of  those  who  debate  on  great  af- 
fairs, by  no  means,  and  on  no  pretence  whatever,  to 
suppress  any  argument  which  may  prove  of  use. — ■ 
I  say,  then,  that  so  far  are  the  Thebans  from  ever^ 
at  any  time,  uniting  with  the  Kiicg  against  the 
Greeks,  that  they  would  freely  give  the  greatest 
treasures,  were  they  possessed  of  them,  to  purchase 
a  fair  occasion  of  atoning  for  their  ancient  errors 
with  respect  to  Greece.  But,  let  the  Thebans  be 
ev€r  so  unhappily  disposed,  siijl  we  must  ail  be  sen- 
sible, that,  if  they  unite  with  him,  their  enemies 
must  necessarily  unite  with  the  Greeks.  And  I 
trust  that  the  cause  of  justice,  and  the  friends  to 
this  cause,  will  ever  prove  superior  to  .traitors,  and 
to  all  the  force  of  the  Barbarian.     Let  us  not  thcQ 

cation  of  the  phrase  r^oi  tov  B%c^cicoy,  we  need  but  cast  our  C}-es 
to  a  sentence  a  little  farther  on,  ex  asv  ys  txv  IIPOS  rs;  koixPrS 
KcoyovBS  TtoKsu.'xv ,  from  the  ivars  luaged  against  his  ancestors. 

*  The  history  of  both  nations  accounts  for  the  detestation  with 
which  the  Athenians  are  supposed  to  hear  the  name  of  the  The- 
bans :  and  perhaps  it  were  impossible,  that  two  nations,  so  differ- 
ent in  genius  and  manners,  ever  should  entertain  any  sentiments 
of  friendship  and  esteem  for  each  other.  Our  orator,  however, 
-vras  far  superior  to  national  prejudices.  He  considered,  without 
partiality,  the  real  interests  of  his  country,  whose  welfare  should 
be  a  statesman's  passion.  Yet,  his  regard  for  the  people  of 
Thebes  was  numbered,  by  yfischines,  among  his  crimes. — -The 
error  which,  he  says,  they  would,  if  possible,  redeem,  was  their 
joining  with  Xerxes  in  his  invasion  of  Greece.  FpancisV 
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yield  to  these  extravagant  alarms ;  nor  rashly  brave 
alJ  consequences,  by  being  fii  st  to  take  up  arms. 

Nor  do  I  think  that  any  other  of  theGrecian  states 
should  look  upon  this  war  with  terror.  Is  there  a 
man  among  them,  who  is  not  sensible,  that\  while 
they  regarded  the  Persian  as  their  common  enemy, 
and  maintained  a  firni  union  with, each  other,  their 
fortune  was  completely  happy  :  but  when,  by  a 
fatal  reliance  on  his  friendship,  they  were  betrayed 
into  contests  and  dissentions  among  themselves, 
their  calamities  were  so  great,  as  to  exceed  all  the 
imprecations  which  the  most  inveterate  malice  could 
invent  ?  And  shall  that  man,  whom  fortune,  whom 
heaven  itself  pronounces,  as  a  friend,  unprofitable  ; 
as  an  enemy,  of  advantage ; — shall  he,  I  say,  be 
feared  }  By  no  means.  Yet,  let  us  have  the  due 
regard  to  ourselves  ;  let  us  have  the  due  attention 
to  the  disorders  and  suspicions  of  the  rest  of  Greece  ; 
and  let  us  not  incur  the  charge  of  injustice.  Could 
we,  indeed,  with  all  the  Greeks  united  firmly  on 
our  side,  attack  him  single  and  unsiij)ported,  I  would 
not  then  suppose  that  you  could  be  charged  with 
injustice.  But,  as  this  is  not  to  be  expected,  let  us 
be  cautious  :  let  us  afford  him  no  pretence  of  ap- 
pearing to  assert  the  rights  of  the  other  Greeks,     If 

*  The  well-known  and  great  events  described  in  the  liistory  of 
Greece,  confirm  these  observations  of  the  orator  fully,  uiih  re- 
spect to  all  the  Grecian  <itnte<;.  ^Vt  %ve  may  concur  willi  the 
Italian  commentator  in  supposing,  thiit  ihcy  had  the  Laccdt-nio- 
niani  particularly  in  xicw  j  to  whom  thry  are,  indeed,  eminiutly 
applicable. 
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we  continue  quiet,  his  applications  to  them  will  be 
suspicious  •-  if  we  are  the  first  to  take  up  arms,  he 
will  seem  juslified,  by  our  hostilities,  in  his  attempts 
to  gain  their  friendship. 

Do  not  then  discover  to  the  world  the  melan- 
choly state  of  Greece,  by  inviting  those  to  an  alli- 
ance, whom  you  cannot  gain  ;  and  by  engaging  in 
a  war,   which  you  cannot  support.     Be  quiet,  be 
resolute,  be  prepared.      Let  not  the  emissaries  of 
Persia  report  to  their  King,  that  Greece  and  Athens 
are  distracted  in  their  councils,  are  confounded  by 
their  fears,  are  torn  by  dissensions.     No:  let  them 
rather  tell  hiai,  that,  if  it  were  not  equally  shame- 
ful, for  the  Greeks  to  violate  their  honour  and  their 
oaths,  as  it  is  to  him  matter  of  triumph,  they  would 
have  long  smce  marched  against  him  ;  and  that,  if 
you  do  not   marcli,  you  are  restrained  solely  by  a 
regard  to  your  own  dignity  :  tiiat  it  is  your  prayer 
to  all  the  gods,  that  he  may  be  seized   with  the  in- 
fatuation, which  once  possessed  his  ancestors  ;  and 
then,  he  would   find  no  detect  of  vigour  in  your 
rneasurcs.     He  knows,   that   by  our  wars  with  his 
ancestors,  this   state  became  happy  and  powerful  ; 
that,  by  our  peaceful  demeanour  before  these  wars, 
wc  acquired   a   superiority  over  the  other  Grecian 
states,  never  more  observable  than  at  present.     He 
knows,  that  the    affairs   of  Greece  require   some 
power  to  be  either  voluntarily  pr  accidentally  the 
instrument  of  a  general  peace;  he  knows,  that  he 
himself  must  prove  that  instrumentj,  if  he  once  at- 
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tempts  to  raise   a  war :  and,  therefore,  these  infor- 
mations will  have  their  due  weight  and  credit. 

That  I  may  not  longer  abuse  your  patience,  I 
shall  repeat  the  sum  of  my  advice,  and  then  de- 
scend. 

You  should  prepare  your  force  agahist  your  pre- 
sent enemies  :  you  should  use  this  force  against  the 
King,  against  any  power  that  may  attempt  to  injure 
you.  But  never  be  the  first  to  break  through  the 
bounds  of  justice,  either  in  council  or  in  action. 
You  should  be  solicitous,  not  that  our  speeches,  but 
that  our  conduct  m.ay  be  worthy  of  our  illustrious 
descent.  Act  thus,  and  you  will  serve  not  your- 
selves only,  but  the  men  who  oppose  these  mea- 
sures: for  they  will  not  feel  your  resentment  here- 
after, if  they  be  notsufFcicd  to  mislead  you  now  \ 

*  What  effect  this  oration  had  on  the  people,  we  may  learn 
from  a  passage  in  ihe  oration  tor  the  Rhodiaiis ;  of  which  the 
following  is  a  translation  ;  "  There  art:  s(jnie  among  yoa  who  ma j 
*'  remember,  that  at  the  time  when  the  affairs  ut  Persia  uerc 
"  the  subject  of  our  consultations,  I  was  the  first,  the  only,  or 
"  almost  t'.ic  only  one,  !o  recommend  it  as  the  wisest  measure, 
"  not  to  assign  your  ciimity  to  the  King,  as  the  motive  of  your 
*'  armament :  to  make  your  preparations  against  your  avowed 
"  adversaries,  and  to  employ  thf  m  even  against  him,  should  he 
"  attempt  to  injure  you.  Nor  did  I  urge  these  things  without 
"  your  full  concurrence  ;   they  were  received  with  applause." 
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INTRODUCTION. 

IN  order  to  prepare  the  reader  for  the  perusal 
of  the  following  oration,  it  is  necessary  to  recal 
to  his  view  some  of  the  late  important  transac- 
tions in  Greece.  He  is  not  to  be  informed  of 
the  flourishing  condition  of  Sparta,  after  the 
famous  Peloponnesian  war;  the  immoderate 
ambition  of  that  state,  and  the  war  in  which  the 
Spartans  were  consequently  involved  with  The- 
bes. The  conduct  and  vigour  of  Epaminondas, 
the  Theban,  proved  fatal  to  Sparta,  and  the 
battle  of  Leuctra  put  an  end  to  the  tyrannical 
dominion  which  this  state  had  long  exercised  in 
Peloponnesus. 

Im^mediatcly  after  this  battle,  several  of  the 
Peloponnesian  states  revolted  from  the  Lacede- 
monians. The  Messenians,  their  ancient  rivals, 
were  restored  to  their  original  settlement,  by  the 
Theban  arms,  after  many  ages  of  dispersion. 
The  Arc3tiians  and  Argives  asserted  their  indc- 
pcncy,  and,  assisted  by  the  Thcbans,  took  up 
arms  against  their  former  sovereigns.  The  Spar- 
tans Tiow  seemed  on  the  point  of  having  their 
ruin  completed ;  they  were  reduced  to  fortify 
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their  city,  whose  defenceless  condition  had  been 
so  long  their  boast ;,  they  armed  six  hundred  of 
their  slaves,  and  sent  a  deputation  to  Athens, 
humbly  to  solicit  the  assistance  of  their  old 
rivals,  in  this  their  state  of  extremity. 

The  Athenians,  who  began  to  conceive  a 
jealousy  of  the  rising  power  of  Thebes,  readily 
consented  to  join  with  the  Lacedemonians. 
Iphicrates  was  sent,  with  twelve  thousand  men, 
to  their  relief;  and,  upon  advice  received,  that 
Epaminondas  was  marching  against  Lacedemon, 
.at  the  head  of  the  Thebans,  Argives,  and  Arca- 
dians, Chabrias  was  dispatched,  with  another 
reinforcement,  to  join  the  Spartans  and  their 
confederates. 

It  is  not  to  the  present  purpose  to  mention, 
particularly  the  several  events  in  the  course  of 
this  war.  It  is  only  necessary  to  observe,  that 
the  Arcadians,  in  order  the  better  to  secure  that' 
liberty,  for  which  they  now  contended,  deter- 
mined to  collect  all  their  force  into  one  body, 
brought  the  detached  settlements  of  their,  coun- 
trymen to  an  union  ;  and  fixed  their  common 
residence  in  a  city,  built  by  the  advice  and  as- 
sistance of  Epaminondas,  (if  we  may  believe 
Pausanias,)  and  called  Megalopolis,  or  tlic 
GPvEAT    CITY.     This   was    one   considerable 
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barrier  against  the  Lacedemonian  power  in  Pe- 
loponnesus ;  which  still  subsisted,  together  with 
tlie  other  equitable  regulations  of  Epaminondas, 
for  securing  the  liberty  of  the  Pcloponnesians. 

These  were  considered,  by  the  Lacedemo- 
nians, as  so  many  memorials  of  their  disgrace. 
And  the  least  respite  from  the  calamities  of 
an  unsuccessful  war,  was  sufficient  to  inspire 
them  with  an  earnest  desire  of  recovering  their 
ancient  power  and  superiority.  Greece  was  now 
harassed  by  the  sacred  war.  Several  cities  of 
inferior  note  had  changed  their  masters,  in  the 
course  of  this  quarrel.  The  re-establishment  of 
peace,  and  a  settlement  of  the  whole  nation  of 
Greece,  were  universally  urged  as  objects  highly 
worthy  of  the  general  attention.  And  now, 
Archldamus,  the  king  of  Sparta,  a  subtle  and 
designing  prince,  proposed  a  plan  for  this  pur- 
pose, in  appearance  advantageous  to  the  whole 
body,  but,  in  etFect,  only  calculated  to  restore 
the  superiority  of  Sparta.  He  proposed,  that, 
in  order  to  restore  the  general  tranquillity,  the 
several  cities  should  be  re-established  in  the  same 
condition  as  before  the  late  wars. 

This  was  a  scheme  which  promised  some  ad- 
vantage to  all  the  leading  states.  Oropus,  a  city 
on  the  confines  of  Bceotia,  once  commanded  by 
^.he  Athenians,  and  st'.ll.  claimed  as  rheir  ^c^.^^ 
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but  now  possessed  by  the  Thebans,  must  have 
returned  to  its  ancient  masters.  Thespia  and 
Fiatasa,  two  eminent  cities  in  Boeotia,  that  had 
felt  the  jealousy  and  revenge  of  Thebes,  and  now 
lay  subverted  and  depopulated,  were,  by  the  same 
plan,  to  be  restored  and  fortified.  The  Phocians 
were  to  give  up  two  important  acquisitions 
gained  in  the  course  of  the  sacred  war ;  the 
cities  of  Orchomenus  and  Coronasa.  But  these 
and  the  other  Boeotian  cities,  were  only  to  ac- 
knowledge Thebes,  as  the  principal  and  leading 
city  in  Boeotia,  without  any  absolute  submission 
or  dependance,  and  w'ithout  any  obedience  to 
that  jurisdiction  which  theThebans  claimed  and 
had  exercised  over  them.  On  the  other  hand, 
Peloponnesus  was  to  be  reduced  to  its  former 
state  of  dependance ;  the  cities  of  Messene  and 
Megalopolis  were  to  be  destroyed,  and  their  in- 
habitants dispersed  ;  so  as  to  restore  the  Spartans 
to  the  power  of  resuming  that  tyrannical  domi- 
nion, which  they  had  formerly  exercised  over 
their  neig-hbours. 

Archidamus  began  with  endeavouring  to  re- 
frain that  authoritv  in  Peloponnesus,  to  which 
the  Spartans  aspired.  A  dispute  was  soon  raised 
between  Sparta  ai:d  Argos,  about  the  boundaries 
of  their  dominions.  And  the  king  of  Sparta,  hav- 
ing in  vain  attempted  to  succeed,  by  practising 
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secretly  with  Nicostratus,  the  principal  citizen  of 
Argos,  determined  to  havQ  recourse  to  arms. 

The  people  of  Megalopolis  were  equally  con- 
cerned in  this  quarrel.  A  war  was  on  the  point 
of  breaking  out  in  Peloponnesus ;  each  side  was 
assiduous  to  gain  over  the  states  of  Greece.  And 
on  this  occasion  both  the  Megalopolitans  and 
Lacedemonians  sent  their  ambassadors  to 
Athens ;  the  one  to  solicit  for  assistance  and 
support,  the  other  to  prevail  on  the  Athenians 
to  continue  neuter. 

On  this  occasion  was  the  assembly  convened  ; 
in  which  the  following  oration  was  delivered. 
Each  state  had  its  partisans  in  this  assembly, 
and  the  speakers,  on  both  sides,  seem  to  have 
delivered  their  sentiments  with  the  utmost  heat 
and  animosity.  The  orators  who  opposed  the 
demands  of  Megalopolis,  urged  the  connections 
of  Athens  with  the  Lacedemonians,  in  the  The- 
ban  war,  and  the  dishonour  and  inconsistency  of 
arming  against  their  old  fellow-soldiers.  They 
represented  the  old  attachment  of  the  Megalo- 
politans to  Thebes  in  the  most  odious  and  sus- 
picious colours ;  and  declared,  that,  by  support- 
ing them  and  depressing  Lacedemon,  thej' 
would  in  effect  render  the  Theban  power  highly- 
formidable,  if  not  irresistible ;  nor  did  they  for- 
VOL.  r.  / 
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get  to  urge,  that,  by  acquiescing  in  the  attempts 
of  Lacedcmon  to  re-establish  its  power  in  Pelo- 
ponnesus, they  themselves  would  be  entitled  to 
the  assistance  of  that  state,  in  order  to  recover 
the  dominions  which  had  been  wrested  from 
them.  Through  this  whole  debate,  the  Athe- 
nians seem  to  haveliccii  ^SRttr^ly  4nfluenced  by 
motives  of  policy  and  convenience.  And  the 
reader  will  find  these  urged  by  Demosthenes, 
with  the  utmost  address  and  artifice,  in  favour 
of  the  people  of  Megalopolis,  in  the  following 
oration. 

That  this  oration  was  pronounced  in  the  ar- 
chonship  of  Thcodcmus,  or  Eudemus,  we  are 
informed  by  Dionysius  of  Halicarnassus  (in 
Epist.  ad  Amm^.)  And  this  Eudemus  was 
Archon,  according  to  Diodorus,  in  the  fourth 
year  of  the  hundred  and  sixth  Olympiad.  In 
the  beginninfr  of  the  next  year  the  Lacedemo- 
nians  made  their  irruption  into  Arcadia.  So 
that  it  is  probable,  that  the  ambassadors  were 
received  at  Athens  about  the  latter  end  of  the 
year,  (/'.  e.  a  little  before  the  summer  solstice,) 
when  the  Lacedemonians  were  just  preparing 
to  take  the  field,  and  the  Arcadians  threatened 
with  immediate  dansrer. 
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The  speakers  on  both  sides  seem  to  me,  ye  men 
of  Athens  !  equally  to  blame  :  the  partisaaa^pf  jhc 
Arcadians,  and  the  advocates  for  Lacedemon.  Like 
the  deputies  of  these  communities,  not  like  your 
citizens,  to  whom  their  deputations  are  addressed, 
they  excuse,  they  inveigh  against  each  other'. 
This,  I  say,  is  to  act  like  deputies ;  but  to  speak 
with  a  true  patriot  spirit,  to  attend  entirely  to  the 

a  This  heat  and  acrimony  did  not  always  proceed  from  convic- 
tion and  zeal  for  the  public  interest.  Every  city,  or  corrruunity, 
that  solicited  any  matter  in  the  Athenian  assembly,  first  took  care 
to  secure  managers  and  advocates  among  the  popular  speakers; 
If  the  interposition  of  these  pleaders  proved  successful,  they  were 
sometimes  rewarded  with  a  statue  erected  in  the  city,  whose  in  = 
terests  they  had  supported ;  sometimes,  and,  indeed,  more  fre^ 
quently,  with  a  sum  of  money.  Agreements  were  formally  made, 
and,  in  some  cases,  securities  given  for  the  payment  of  this  fee. 
In  the  oration  of  iEschines  against  Ctesiphon,  we  have  one  in- 
stance of  a  transaction  of  this  nature,  between  the  city  of  Oreura. 

Z  2 
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interest  of  the  state,  free  from  all  factious  principles  ; 
these  are  their  duties,  who  assume  the  character  of 
our  counsellors.  But  now,  were  ncrt  their  persons 
known,  did  they  not  speak  our  language,  I  should 
have  taken  many  of  them  for  two  distinct  people, 
the  one  of  Arcadia,  the  other  of  Lacedemon. 

How  hazardous  a  part  it  is  to  urge  your  real  in« 
trrcsts,  is  to  me  apparent ;  for,  in  this  violence  of 
opposition,  where  you  are  all  alike  deceived,  as 
well  the  favourers  of  this,  as  the  supporters  of  the 
opposite  opinion,  should  a  man  attempt  to  point 
out  the  just  mean  between  them,  and  should  you 
prove  impatient  of  direction,  he  would  gratify  nei- 
ther party;  he  would  be  calumniated  by  both. 
Yet  still,  I  freely  choose,  if  such  must  be  my  fate, 
rath-er  to  be  thought  weakly  impertinent,  than  to 
suffer  any  men  to  mislead  you  fi-om  what  I  deem 
most  advantageous  to  the  state.  There  are  other 
foints,  of  which,  if  I  have  your  permission,  I  shall 
hereafter  speak.  I  now  proceed,  from  principles 
acknowledged  equally  by  all,  to  deduce  such  truths 
as  1  think  of  greatest  moment. 

There  is  not  a  man-^  who  can  deny,  that  it  is  for 

,nd  Demosthenes  himself;  where  the  stipulation  was  so  notori- 
0U3  as  to  appear  upon  the  public  records  of  this  city  ;  and  so  firm 
and  binding,  as  to  oblige  the  people  of  Oreum,  in  a  time  of  their 
distress,  to  mortgage  their  revenues  to  the  orator,  as  a  security  for 
the  sum  agreed  on ;  and  to  pay  interest,  monthly,  until  the  prm- 
cipal  could  be  discharged. 

■^Thcrehmtaman,^<^.     Upon  this  principle  it  is,  that  the 
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the  interest  of  Athens,  that  both  the  Lacedemonians, 
and  the  Thebans  also,  should  be  weak.  But,  such 
is  the  present  state  of  things,  (if  any  conjecture  may 
be  formed  from  the  ditcourscs  we  so  often  hear,) 
that,  if  ^Orchomenus,  and  Thespia,  and  Plataea,  be 

orator  founds  all  bis  reasoning.  The  wars,  which  these  tl»ree 
Irading  states  carried  on  against  each  other,  were  either  for  ac- 
quiring, or  supporting,  or  recovering,  the  sovereignty  in  CJreece. 
A  passion  for  tliis  pre-eminence  constituted  the  piincipal  part  of 
national  virtue  and  merit.  They  talked,  indeed,  of  the  interest 
of  the  whole  body  of  Greece,  of  an  extensive  regard  and  affec- 
tion to  this  body,  and  of  the  ucc£i&it):-of  a  just  baluucc  uf  power. 
Yet,  in  these  days  of  degeneracy,  at  least,  the  dutj  of  aggrandiz- 
ing their  own  community  was  frequently  made  the  great  lau-  of 
the  morality  of  statesmen.  And  this  contributed  no  less  to  the 
final  ruin  of  the  Grecian  states,  than  their  luxury  and  corruption. 
''  Gracciac  civitatcs  dum  imperare  singula;  cupiunt,  imperium 
"  omnes  peididerunt,"  saith  Juglin.  A  strict  union  with  each 
other  was  necessary,  even  to  the  being  and  support  of  each.  But 
tor  extensive  dominion^  the  consitution  and  circumstances  evt-n 
of  the  most  eminent  of  their  conmiunitics  were  by  no  means 
calculated. 

»  There  were  two  cities  in  Greece  of  this  name,  the  one  in  Ar- 
cadia, the  other,  of  whicii  the  orator  here  speaks,  in  B'xolia.  an  an- 
cient ar.d  illustrious  city,  to  >\hic!i  Ihebes  was  tributary,  in  tlie 
heroic  times,  until  Hercules  enabled  it  to  assert  its  independence. 
After  the  battle  of  Leuctra,  the  Thebans  dtternnncd  to  reduce 
this  rival  citv  to  their  obedience,  but  were  restrained  by  the  mo- 
deration of  Lpnmiiiondas,  who  prevailed  on  his  countrymen  to 
admit  the  people  of  Orchomcnus  to  their  alliance,  instead  of  re- 
ducing them  to  slavery.  However,  after  the  battle  of  Mnntina^a, 
in  which  this  general  fell,  the  Thtbans  found  a  pretence  for  exe- 
cuting their  former  severe  purposes  against  Orchomcnus.  Tiiree 
hundred  Orchomenian  cavalry  had  joined  with  certain  Tbeban  ex- 
iles, in  a  conspiracy  to  overturn  the  aristoeratical  constitution 
of  Thebes j  and  were  betrayed  by  those  whom  they  had  agicwl 
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re-peopled,  the  Thebans  must  be  weak:  that  the 
Lacedemonians,  if''  Arcadia  be  reduced  to  their 
obedience,  and  the  great  city  be  possessed  by 
them,  must  once  more  become  povvcrfuL  We  are 
therefore   to    be  careful  not  to   suffer  these  to  be  | 

great  and  formidable,  before  the  others  are  reduced  ; 
nor  to  betray  ourselves  into  greater  inconveniencies 
by  the  strength  of  Lacedemon,  than  can  possibly  be 
compensated  by  the  weakness  of  Thebes.  Not  that 
we  assert,  that  it  is  more  eligible  to  have  the  Lace- 
to  assist.  The  Thebans^  not  contented  with  confining  their 
vengeance  to  die  guilty,  seized  the  city  of  Orchonaenus,  put  the 
citizens  to  the  sword,  and  luade  slaves  of  their  wives  and  chil- 
djen.  LuccHEsiNi. 

Of  Thespis  and  Plataea,  the  reader  will  find  some  short  account, 
in  the  note,  p.  105,  on  tlie  Oration  on  the  Peace.  The  vicinity 
of  these  three  cities  to  Thebes,  and  their  hatred  to  the  Thebans, 
inspired  by  the  remembrance  of  injarirs  never  to  be  forgotten, 
sufficiently  explain  the  assertion  of  DenKJsthenes. 

3  The  subversion  of  the  Lacedemonian  power,  seems  to  have 
been  not  so  much  the  effect  of  the  defeat  of  Lcuctra,  as  of  the  re- 
volt of  their  allies  in  Peloponnesus,  and  particularly  of  the  Arca- 
dians.    It  was  not  difficult  for  a  warlike  nation  to  have  re-aisem- 
bled  and  reinforced  its  troops,  after  such  an  engagement.     Nor 
could  the  Thebans  have  ventured  to  pursue  their  victory  so  far, 
as  even  to  threaten  Sparta  with  slaverj',  unless  they  had  been  as- 
sisted  by  the  Arcadians.     Hence,  the  Thebans  and  Athenians 
ever  courted   the  alliance  of  the  Peloponnesians,  and  cultivated 
their  friendship  with  the  greatest  assiduity.  And  hence  the  orator 
is  justly  warranted  to  observe,  that  the  power  of  Lacedemon  must 
rise  to   a  formidable  pitch,  by  the  reduction  of  the  Arcadians, 
who,  by  the  extent  of  their  territory  and  the  strength  of  their 
towns,  were,  next  to  Sparta,  evidently  the  most  considerable  of 
the  Peloponnesian  states.  Lucchesini. 
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demonians  our  enemies  than  the  Thcbans.  This  is 
not  the  point  we  would  support :  but  that  neitjier 
of  theni  should  have  the  power  of  injji' higJ-^s  "^ 
any  instance  ;  for  thus  only  cau  our  fears  be  re- 
moved, and  our  security  estabhshed. 

But  it  will  be  said,  "  Yes  !  this  is  indeed  a  point 
**  of  utmost  moment :  vet  it  is  grievous  to  make 
"  those  our  aUies,  against  whom  we  fought  at 
"  Mantinasa;  to  unite  with  them  against  the  very 
"  men  with  whom  we  then  shared  the  dangers  of 
"  the  field."  Grievous,  I  confess,  it  is  ;  but  let 
such  delicacy  gain  some  attention  among  others. 
Let  the  parties  once  agree  to  live  in  peace,  and  we 
shall  not,  we  need  not,  send  support  to  the  Mega- 
lopolitans:  our  swords  shall  not  then  be  drawn 
against  our  old  fellow-soldiers.  One  party  (as 
they  profess)  are  already  in  alliance  with  us,  the 
other  are  now  soliciting  our  alliance:  what  have 
we  farther  to  desire?  But,  what  if  justice  should  be 
violated  ?  if  war  should  be  resolved  on  ? 

If  it  be  the  sole  object  of  debate,  whethei  we 
should  give  up  the  great  city  to  the  dominion 
of  Lacedemon,  or  no ;  let  us  give  it  up:  I  do  not 
contend  against  it,  though  it  be  not  just :  let  us  arm 
against  those  who  once  shared  with  us  the  dangers 
of  the  lield.  But  we  are  all  convinced,  that,  if 
once  masters  of  this  city,  they  will  instantly  attack 
Ivlesscne  :  let  any  one  of  those  who  have  been  so  se- 
vere on  the  Megalopolitans  arise  and  say,  what  con- 
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duct  he  would  recommend  to  us  on  such  an  emer- 
gency. They  are  silent.  But  you  are  not  to  be 
informed,  that,  whether  they  should  urge  us  or  dis- 
suade us,  we  should  be  obliged  to  send  succours 
both^  by  those  sacred  oaths  which  engage  us 
to  Messene,  and  by  our  interest,  which  requires 
that  this  city  should  subsist.  Consider,  therefore, 
with  yourselves,  which  would  be  the  noblest  and 
most  benevolent  procedure,  to  begin  your  oppo- 
sition to  the  encroachments  of  Lacedenion,  by 
the  defence  of  the  Megalopolitans,  or  that  of  the 
Messenians.  In  the  one  case,  you  will  appear  at- 
tentive only  to  the  safety  of  the  Arcadians,  and  to 
the  solid  establishment  of  that  tranquillity,  for 
which  you  have  exposed  yourselves  to  the  dangers 
and  the  toils  of  war.  In  the  other,  all  mankind 
must  see,  that,  in  defending  Messene,  you  act,  not 
so  much  from  principles  of  equity,  as  from  your 
fears  of  Lacedemon.  Our  designs  and  actions 
should  be  just ;  but  we  should  becareful,  that  at  the 
same  time  they  may  also  prove  conducive  to  our 
interest''. 

■*  The  Lacedemonians,  mortified  aixl  incensed  at  the  re-esta- 
blishment of  Messene,  refused  to  include  this  state  in  the  general 
peace,  which  was  made  after  the  battle  of  Mantina^a  ;  and  wlien 
the  Thebans  were  once  involved  in  the  Phoci  in  war,  determrned 
to  seize  the  opportunity  of  oppressing  those  Peloponnesians  wlio 
liad  united  with  their  rivals.  Hostilities  were  declared  against 
the  Messenians:  this  people  applied  for  succour  to  the  Athenians, 
who  engaged  to  defend  them  against  invasions,  though  they  re- 
fused to  assist  them  in  any  offensive  measures.  This  seems  to 
have  been  the  engagement  to  which  the  orator  refers. 

^  The  reasoning  in  this  passage  may  possibly  deserve  to  be 
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It  is  urged,  by  those  wlio  have  spoken  on  t];c 
other  side,  that  we  should  endeavour  to  regain 
Oropus.  But,  should  we  now  make  those  our  ene- 
mies, who  would  assist  us  in  this  design,  we  must 
forfeit  all  hopes  of  their  assistance.  It  is  my  o])i- 
nion,  too,  that  we  should  attempt  to  regain  Oropus. 
But,  that  Lacedemon  will  now  become  our  enemy, 
if  wc  unite  with  those  Arcadians  who  sue  for  our 
alliance,  they,  of  all  men  ^  never  should  assert,  who 

opened  and  illustrated  somewhat  further  tlian  can  be  done  tiy  n 
simple  detail  of  historical  facts.  Jt  is  one  of  the  numberless  in- 
stances of  our  orator's  accommodating  his  style  and  manner  of 
address  to  the  quickness  and  liveliness  of  his  countrymen;  and 
complimenting  their  understandings,  by  leaving  something  to  be 
supplied  by  them.  The  purport  of  his  argument  seems  to  be 
this:  "  Sooner  or  later  we  must  oppose  the  attempts  of  Lncc- 
"  demon,  to  extend  our  sovereignty.  Oar  own  interest  requires 
"  it,  as  well  as  our  regard  to  equity,  and  the  general  interest  of 
"  Greece.  To  both  we  owe  the  due  attention,  and  It  should  be 
*'  our  care  to  make  them  coincide  :  while  the  Arcadians  are  sup- 
"  ported,  the  Lncedemonians  cannot  be  supposed  sufficiently 
"  powerful  to  become  an  object  of  terror ;  our  interposition, 
"  therefore,  in  favour  of  the  Arcadians,  will  be  regarded  as  the 
"  pure  etiect  of  public  spirit.  But,  if  the  Lacedemonians  be 
♦'  first  sulTered  to  reduce  Arcadia,  and  the  Athenians  then  begin 
"  to  oppose  their  farther  progress,  the  motives  of  equity  and  pub- 
"  lie  spirit  may,  indeed,  still  be  pleaded,  but  those  of  sclf-iute- 
•'•  rest  must  necessarily  be  supposed  to  have  had  the  greater  in- 
"■  fluence." 

a  T/iey  of  all  men  nner  should,  &:c.  Because  these  men  then 
reasoned  from  the  necessity  of  preserving  a  due  balance  of  power, 
and  preventing  any  one  state  from  becoming  formidable.  The  re- 
sentment of  the  party  to  be  opposed,  they  then  considered  as  of 
no  weight  against  so  cogent  an  argument.  The  same  argument 
was  now  urged,  with  equal  force  and  propriety,  in  favour  of  tbc 
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persuaded  us  to  support  the  Lacedemonians  in  the 
tinne  of  their  distress.  For,  when  the  whole  body 
of  the  Peloponnesians  was  ready  to  unite  with  us  ; 
when  they  called  on  us  to  lead  them  against  the 
Lacedemonians,  the  very  men  who  now  urge  this 
objection*,  persuaded  you  to  reject  their  overtures, 
(which  forced  them  to  apply  to  Thebes,  then  their 
sole  resource,)  and  to  expend  your  treasures,  and 
endanger  your  persons,  in  defence  of  Lacedemon. — • 
Surely,  you  could  not  have  acted  with  such  spirit,  to 
save  this  people,  had  you  been  fairly  told,  that,  when 

Arcadirins.  They  could  not,  therefore^  urge  an  objection  no\'r, 
which,  in  a  case  exactly  parallel,  they  had  affected  to  despise. 

^  The  history  of  this  fact,  as  described  by  Xenophon,  does  not 
exactly  agree  with  this  passage,  xinlcss  supplied  and  illustrated 
by  the  narration  of  Diodorus.  Alter  the  battle  of  Leuctnij  the 
Athenians  offered  liberty  to  all  the  states  of  Peloponnesus.  The 
Manlinseans,  thus  encouraged,  determined  to  fortify  their  citv, 
but  were  opposed  by  the  Lacedemonians,  who  first  remonstrated 
by  their  deputies,  and  then  took  up  arms.  Many  of  the  Arcadi- 
ans themselves  refused  to  give  up  their  authority  over  some  of 
their  dependent  cities.  This  produced  a  war  between  the  Lace- 
demonians, Tegeans,  and  their  allies,  on  one  part  j  and  the  Man- 
linaeans,  and  the  principal  Arcaditm  states,  u*  the  other.  The 
J>Taniina;ans  and  Arcadians  were  victorious:  "^  Yet  still,"  saith 
Diodorus,  (I,  15.  an. -1.  Olym.  102.)  "  they  dreaded  the  weight 
*'  of  Sparta,  and  could  not  venture,  by  themselves,  to  carry  on 
•'  the  war.  They,  therefore,  gained  over  the  Argians  and  Eleans, 
"  and  sent  an  embassy  to  the  Athenians,  inviting  them  to  unite 
•'  in  the  confederacy  against  the  Spartans.-— But,  as  they  could 
"  gain  no  attention  at  Athens,  they  had  recourse  to  theThebans, 
'*  ai«i  prevailed  on  them  to  join  in  a  league  against  Lacede- 
*'  raon."  This  extract  from  Diodorus  throws  sufficient  light  oii 
the  present  passage.  LucchesinIv 
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once  saved,  no  restraint  nnist  be  prescribed  to  their 
desires,  no  bounds  to  their  injustice  ;  else  they  would 
retain  no  sense  of  that  safety  which  we  gave  them. 
Let  it  then  be  supposed,  that  our  forming  an  alli- 
ance w':h  the  Arcadians  be  ever  so  repugnant  to 
the  views  of  the  Lacedemonians;  still,  that  grati- 
tude which  they  owe  to  this  state  for  their  preser- 
vation, at  a  time  when  they  were  threatened  with 
the  utmost  dangers,  should  far  outweigh  any  re- 
sentment they  may  conceive,  from  our  opposing 
their  injustice.  And,  can  they  then  deny  us  their 
assistance  to  regain  Oropus  ?  This  would  prove  thcra 
the  most  abandoned  of  mankind.  No  !  by  the 
gods,  1  cannot  suspect  them  of  such  baseness ! 

I  HEAR  it  also  urged,  and  am  surprised  at  the  ob- 
jection, That,  by  this  alliance  with  the  Arcadians, 
and  by  the  measures  now  proposed,  the  state  must 
contradict  its  former  conduct,  and  thus  lose  its  cre- 
dit. To  n>c,  Athenians  !  the  very  contrary  seems 
manifest.  And  why  ?  Because  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that,  in  defending  the  Lacedemonians,  in  granting 
the  like  defence  to  Thebes,  in  ibrmer  times,  and, 
lately,  in  saving  the  Eubceans*,  and  then  admitting 
them  to  an  alliance,  we  have  unilbrmly  pursued 
one  and  the  same  design. — And,  what  is  this  ?  Tlie 
protection  of  the  injured. — And,  if  this  be  so,  the 
charge  of  inconsistency  must  be  urged,  not  against 

^  In  sai'lns  the  EuLccjti:.  At  tlie  time  wlun  the  Thebans  liad 
gained  possession  of  a  part  of  the  island,  with  an  intent  of  de- 
stroying the  Athenian  power  inEuboea.  See  note^  p. 10,  on  Phil.  I. 
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US,  but  those  who  refuse  to  adhere  to  justice.  Af- 
fairs have  changed,  by  means  of  those  whose  ambi- 
tion is  unbounded.     This  state  hath  not  changed. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  the  Lacedemonians  are 
now  acting  a  subtle  and  insidious  part.  They  say, 
that  the  Eleans^  ought  to  have  a  portion  of  Tri- 
phylia  ;  the  Phhasians,  Tricaranus  ;  some  others  of 
the  Arcadians,  the  territories  which  are  theirs ;  and 
we,  Oropus.  Not  that  they  wish  to  see  each  of  us 
in  possession  of  our  rightful  dominions.  Far  from 
it  1  Such  public-spirited  sentiments  are  new  to 
them.  They  but  affect  this  zeal  for  the  support  of 
all  in  the  recovery  of  their  several  interests ;  that, 
when  they  themselves  march  against  Messene,  all 
may  arm  in  their  cause,  and  cheerfully  join  with 
them ;  or  else  appear  to  act  unjustly,  who  had  their 
concurrence  in  regaining  their  particular  claims ; 
and  yet  refuse  to  grant  them  the  like  returns  of 
friendship.  It  is  my  opinion,  in  the  first  place, 
that,  without  subjecting  any  part  of  Arcadia  to  the 
power  of  the  Lacedemonians,  Athens  will  regain 
Oropus  :  that  these  people  will  themselves  support 

^That  th<;  Elea7ts,  he."]  Triphylla  was  a  district  on  the  sea- 
coast,  situated  between  P^lis  and  Messene.  Certain  Arcadian  ex- 
iles had  seized  Lassio,  its  principal  citj,  and  delivered  it  to  the 
Eleans.  This  produced  a  war,  in  which  Triphylia  so  often 
changed  its  masters,  that  tlie  right  to  it  became  doubtful.  The 
Arcadians,  however,  prevailed,  at  length,  and  now  possessed  se- 
veral cities  in  this  district, Tricaranus  had  been  taken  from 

the  Phliasiaus,  by  the  Argives,  some  time  after  the  battle  of 
Leuctra. 
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our  claim,  it  tliey  have  the  least  regard  to  justice  : 
»nd,  that  there  are  others*  to  support  it,  who  think 
that  Thebes  should  not  be  suffered  to  possess  the 
rights  of  others.  But,  were  it  evident,  that  unless 
we  permit  the  Lacedemonians  to  overturn  all  Pelo- 
ponnesus, we  never  can  be  able  to  obtain  this 
city,  I  should  think  it  more  eligible  (if  I  may  so 
speak)  absolutely  to  resign  our  pretensions  to  Oro- 
pus,  than  to  abandon  Mcssene  and  Peloponnesus  to 
the  Lacedemonians.  It  is  not  in  this  particular 
alone,  that  we  are  to  attend  to  the  ccnduct  of  Lace- 
demon. — But,  I  suppress  those  thoughts  which  arc 
now  starting.  I  only  say,  we  are,  in  many  instances, 
exposed  to  danger. 

^  As  to  the  actions  of  the  Megalopolitans  against 
this  state,  during  the  connexion  with  the  Thebans, 
it  is  absurd  to  urge  these  now  as  criminal.  It  is 
absurd,  I  say,  when  they  are  inclined  to  form  a 
strict  union  with  us,  that  so  they  may  redeem  their 

*  TAtre  arc  othcn,  &c.]  The  Pliocians,  Tliessalians,  .ind  Co- 
Tinthlans,  who  were  now  cngnged  against  the  Thebans  in  the 
.iacied  war. 

"^  The  objections  on  the  other  side  were :  "  Shall  we  arm 
"■  against  tlie  Lacedemonians,  our  fellow-soldiers,  in  tJic  Thcban 
"  war.i  '  And  "  shall  we  assist  the  /Orcadians,  who  drew  their 
"  swords  against  us  at  iNIatitlnsen  ?'  Both  very  popular,  and  likel/ 
to  influfnce  the  assembly.  The  speaker  ?ccm?  particularly  to 
dread  tl)e  latter;  he  states  it  in  gentle  and  extenuating  terms  • 
his  answer  hath  as  much  art  and  liveliness  as  force  j  and  be  ap- 
pears not  at  all  inclijJsd  to  dwell  long,  or  particular,  on  thi; 
poi.^t» 
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former  conduct,  by  doing  us  effectual  service,  ma- 
liciously to  seek  for  all  prctr-nces  to  defeat  such  fa- 
Tourable  intentions;  and  not  to  consider,  that  the 
greater  zeal  and  ardour  they  are  proved  to  have  dis- 
covered for  the  interest  of  Thebes,  the  greater  and 
the  juster  should  be  your  resentment  against  those 
who  deprived  the  stale  of  such  confederates.  (For 
your  protection  they  first  solicited,  before  their  ap- 
plication to  the  Thebans.)  These  are  the  wretched 
arguments  of  men,  who  wisli  that  these  people 
should  unites  with  other  states. 

From  all  the  judgment  I  can  form,  on  the  most 
mature  reflection,  I  am  persuaded,  (and  there  arc 
many  here,  who  agree  with  me  in  this  opinion,) 
•that,  if  the  Lacedemonians  arc  once  masters  of  Me- 
galopolis, Messene  must  certainly  be  in  danger. 
Should  they  gain  this  city  also,  I  say,  we  must  form 
an  alliance  with  the  Thebans.  And,  it  will  be 
much  more  noble,  much  more  advantageous,  at 
once  to  take  those  allies  of  the  Thebans  to  our  pro- 
tection, and  vigorously  to  oppose  the  ambition  of 
Laccdemon  ;  than  to  refuse  them  that  protection, 
because  allies  to  the  Thebans;  to  abandon  them  to 
their  oppressors  ;  and  thus  be  forced  to  save  Thebes 
itself  from  ruin  ;  nay,  to  involve  this  our  own  state 
in  danger.  Fori  cannot  think  it  a  matter  of  no 
consequence  to  Athens,  that  the  Lacedemonians 
should  be  masters  of  Megalopolis,  and  resume  their 
ancient  greatness:  while,  even  now,  I  see  them 
draw   the  sword,   not   to  defend  their  state   from 
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wrong,  but  to  regain  that  sovereign  power  which 
ihcy  formerly  enjoyed.  And  what  were  their  de- 
signs, >  when  they  enjoyed  this  power,  you  can  bet- 
ter say  than  I  ;  and  must,  therefore,  feel  the  juster 
and  the  stronger  apprehensions. 

I  WOULD  gladly  ask  our  speaker,  those  who  ex- 
press such  aversion  to  Thebes,  and  those  who  de- 
clare themselves  the  enemies  of  Lacedemon;  whe- 
ther in  these,  their  particular  resentments,  they  be 
actuated  by  a  regard  to  you,  and  to  your  interests ; 
or,  whether  they  severally  hate  the  Tiiebans,  for  the 
sake  of  the  Lacedemonians  ;  and  the  Lacedemo- 
nians, from  their  affection  to  the  Thebans.  If,  for 
their  sakes ;  they  have  lost  their  reason,  and  are 
each  unworthy  of  our  attention  :  if  for  our  interest ; 
whence  this  unnecessary  zeal  for  their  favourite 
states  ?  It  is  possible,  very  possible,  to  humble  the 
Thebans,  without  aggrandizing  the  Laccdcnionians. 
This  may  be  easily  effected,  as  I  shall  now  endea- 
vour to  convince  you. 

It  is  well  known,  that  men  are,  to  a  cerlain  de- 
gree, obliged  by  shame,  to  adhere  to  justice,  even 
where  then*  inclinations  arc  averse.  They  affect 
to    appear   strenuous    against   every    injurious   at- 

»  The  sovereignty  of  Lacedemon  is  to  be  dated  from  the  de- 
struction of  Athens  by  Lyander,  in  tlic  Jirst  year  of  the  ninety- 
fourth  Olympiad,  a  considerable  time  before  the  birth  of  Demos- 
thenes, but  within  the  memory  of  some  citizens  :  at  least,  the 
consequences  of  this  important  event  must  have  been  remem- 
bered by  numbers  in  the  assembly. 
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tempt ;  especially,  when,  in  any  instance.?,  they  have 
suffered  by  such  attempts.  Here  we  find  the  great 
cause  of  all  disorders,  the  origin  of  all  calamities, 
disinterested  regard  to  justice.  To  avoid  this  danger, 
therefore,  in  our  attempts  to  reduce  the  power  of 
Thebes,  let  us  declare,  that  Thespia,  and  Orcho- 
menus,  and  Plalsea,  must  be  restored  :  let  us  exert 
ourselves  for  this  purpose,  and  call  on  others  to 
assist  us.  Thus  shall  our  true  regard  to  equity,  our 
real  patriot  spirit,  be  displayed  in  this  generous 
concern  for  the  restoration  of  ancient  cities.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  let  us  not  abandon  Messene  and 
Megalopolis  to  the  power  of  their  oppressors.  Let 
us  not,  under  the  pretence  of  serving  the  Thespians 
and  Plataaans,  look  on  with  unconcern,  whilst  cities 
now  in  being,  already  filled  with  inhabitants,  are 
razed  to  their  foundations.  If  we  shew  this  equal 
regard  to  justice,  there  is  not  a  state  in  Greece  but 
will  readily  unite  with  us,  to  wrest  from  the  The- 
bans  their  unjust  acquisition.  If  not,  this  people 
must  necessarily  oppose  our  endeavours  to  restore 
the  cities ;  an  event  which  they  must  justly  regard 
as  their  own  destruction  :  and,  in  our  own  affair^ 
the  attempt  must  prove  ineffectual.  And  what,  in 
truth,  can  be  expected,  if  wc  are  ever  suffering  cities, 
now  in  being,  to  b?.  destroyed  ;  and  demanding, 
that  cities,  long  since  ruined,  should  be  restored  ? 

It  hath  been  urged  in  this  debate,  by  those  who 
a  Our  oxvn  affair.']  Tliat  is^  the  recovery  of  Oropus. 
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have  spoken  with  the  greatest  appearance  of  reason, 
tliat  these  pr:oplc  shuuld  take  down*  the  public 
monuments  of  their  treaty  wiih  Thebes,  if  they 
mean  to  be  real  allies  to  this  state.  On  tlic  other 
side,  it  is  alleged,  that  it  is  not  monuments,  but  in- 
terest, which  they  regard  as  the  essential  cause  of 
friendship:  that  they  must  look  on  those  as  their 
real  allies,  who  will  erant  them  their  assistance. 


o 


But,  however  sincerely  they  may  thus  profess, 
this  is  my  opinion  ;  that  you  should  demand,  both 

»  T/ie  public  monuments,  Sec.  In  the  original,  Tac  ^TIIAA^ 
y.xUXstv  ra:  ir^os  ©v;?3'joi;.  It  was  the  custum  in  Greece,  that 
fhe  treaties  of  the  several  states,  and  the  conditions  of  these  trea- 
ties, should  be  inscribed  on  columns  which  were  erected,  and, 
■while  the  treaties  subsisted,  were  preserved  in  the  most  public 
and  frequented  places,  as,  in  the  scenes  of  their  great  games, 
where  the  whole  nation  was  collected  at  particular  seasons,  and 
there  had  an  opportunity  of  being  witnesses  of  the  terms  agreed 
on.  The  observance  of  these  was,  in  some  sort,  a  matter  of  na- 
tional concern,  and  came  under  the  cognizance  of  the  great  coun- 
cil of  Amphictynns.  Th;it  the  contracting  powers  themst-lves 
might  have  the  monuments  of  their  public  acts  continually  in 
view,  the  like  columns  were  crcctfd  in  the  most  conspicuous 
places  of  their  ci'irs.  Thus  we  learn  from  Thucydides,  (1.  5.) 
that,  when  the  Athenians  and  Lacedemonians  had  concluded  a 
truce  for  fifty  years,  in  the  tfulh  year  of  the  f;»mous  Pelopon- 
nesian  war,  it  was  provided,  that  the  columns  on  which  the  treaty 
was  inscribed,  should  be  erected  in  such  places  as  have  been  men- 
tioned. 'S.trlAXS  cs  s^^a-ai  OXii^itixa-i,  y.a).  n-j^o\',  x.ju  Wjij^co  y.ai  h 
k^Y^  ^'^  ■nrcAcj,  y.'j.i  t'v  Aa/csor'I/xox  x\(iVK\a,uj,  Pausanias  ob- 
serves, that  in  his  days  many  of  these  columns  were  prcscived  ia 
the  Olympian  temple,  and  particularly  that  which  was  the  mcnu- 
ment  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the  Athenians,  Argians, 
and  Maniinxans,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  Teloponnesian  war. 
VOL.  r.  A  A 


354  DEMOSTHENES'  *       Orat.  Xll. 

that  these  monuments  be  taken  dovvn^  and  that 
Lacedemon  be  obliged  to  peace.  If  either  of  these 
demands  be  rejected,  we  should  then  unite  with 
that  party  which  hath  acquiesced.  For  if,  v\  hen 
they  are  allowed  to  live  unmolested,  the  Megalo- 
politans  should  still  adhere  to  their  connexions  with 
the  Thebans.  they  must  discover  to  the  world,  that 
they  were  influenced  by  the  hopes  conceived  from 
the  superiority  of  Thebes  :  not  by  motives  of  equity. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  when  the  Megalopolitans 
have,  with  real  faith  and  sincerity,  formed  an  al- 
liance with  us,  the  Lacedemonians  should  still  re- 
fuse to  live  in  peace,  it  must  be  manifest,  that  all  this 
their  solicitude  is  not,  that  Thespia  may  be  restored, 
but  that,  while  the  Thebans  are  embroiled  in  this 
war,  they  may  seize  the  opportunity  of  reducing  all 
Peloponnesus. 

I  AM  surprised  at  some  persons,  who  express 
dreadful  apprehensions,  at  the  allies  of  Thebes  be- 
coming enemies  to  Laccdemoui  yet,  should  Lace- 
demon  subdue  these  people,  see  no  danger  in  such 
an  event ;  cs:^ecially,  when  we  have  the  experience 
of  past  times  to  assure  us,  that  the  Thebans  have 
ever  used  those  allies^  against  the  Lacedernonians  j 

»  By  those  allies,  the  orator  undoubtedly  means  not  the  Arca- 
dians only,  but  the  whole  body  of  the  Peloponnesian  states.  Anal 
what  he  observes  of  these  states,  is  fnlly  confirmed  by  history.  To 
mention  only  the  more  famous  battles  fought  between  the  The- 
bans and  Athenians,  it  appears,  that  the  former  were  not  assisted 
by  the  Peloponnesians  in  their  first  unsuccessful  engagenieut  at 
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the  Lacedemonians,  when  their  masters,  have  ever 
employed  them  against  us.  It  is,  therefore,  seri- 
ously to  be  considered,  that,  should  you  now  refuse 
to  admit  the  Mcgalopolitans  to  your  alliance,  they 
must  either  be  subverted  and  dispersed  ;  and  then 
the  Lacedemonians,  at  once,  become  powerful  j  or 
they  must  escape  the  danger ;  (as  we  sometimes  see 
strange  and  unexpected  events ;)  and,  then,  with 
good  reason,  they  must  become  firm  associates  to 
the  Thebans  :  but,  if  we  accept  of  these  their  over- 
tures, they  must  then  owe  and  acknowledge  their 
preservation  to  this  state. 

Tanagra  J  (An.4.  Ol.  SO.)  in  the  second,  when  they  were  vic- 
torious j  (An.  2.  OI.  83.)  or  in  the  third,  when  tliey  were  again 
conquered  J  (An.  1.  Ol.  89.)  or  in  their  \ictory  at  Delium,  in  the 
following  year.  On  the  other  hand,  after  the  battle  of  Leuctra, 
the  Thebans  were  joined  by  the  Arcadians  in  their  invasion  of 
Sparta,  (An.  S.  Ol.  102.)  and  the  next  year  entered  the  territory 
of  Lacedemoii,  in  conjunction  with  the  Arcadians,  Argives,  and 
Eleans.  But  the  Lacedemonian.^  were  assisted  by  their  Pelopon- 
nesian  allies,  in  all  their  wars  with  the  Athenians.  In  ihe  great 
Pcloponnesian  war,  "  the  confederates  of  the  Lacedemonians 
"  were,"  says  Thucydides,  1.2,  "  all  the  Peloponnesians  that 
"  dwelt  within  the  I'^thmus,  except  the  Argives  and  Achacans, 
"  who  had  attachments  to  each  of  the  contending  parties." 
AaxeJaiaovjccv  ij-bv  it  ^'Jl^[J'OL''/oi,  neA07royvTj<nj(  /xev  U  evlog  Icr^iJ-S 
i:x;~ii,'rf>.r'v  Acysiujy,  kolI Kyjxiwv .  T^roi;  Ss  \;  a(^(polec!j;  iZiAia  riv. 
u  Many  other  instances,  to  the  same  purpose,  might  be  produced 
'  from  history.  But  should  it  be  objected  to  the  assertion  of  the 
orator,  that,  at  the  battle  of  Mantinasa,  some  of  the  Peloponne- 
sians united  with  the  Thebans  against  the  Athenian  powers,  the 
answer  is  obvious,  that  the  Athenians  were  not  the  objects  of  this 
confederacy  ;  that  it  was  formed  again»t  the  Spartans,  to  whom 
Athens  served  but  as  an  auxiliar)'.  Lv'ccHEsrNi. 

A  a2 
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But  Itt  us  turn  our  thoughts  from  thek  fortunes 
and  their  dangers,  and  fix  our  attention  on  the  The- 
bans  and  Lacedemonians.  Should  this  war  prove 
fatal  to  the  Thebans,  (as  our  interest  requires,)  still 
the  power  of  the  Lacedemonians  will  be  duly  cir- 
cumscribed, whilst  they  have  the  Arcadians  on 
their  borders,  ever  ready  to  arm  against  them.  But, 
suppose  the  Thebans  should  prove  superior  to  their 
dangers,  should  still  defend  their  country,  and 
should  not  fall  before  their  enemies;  yet,  must  they 
be  the  less  powerful,  if  on  our  side  we  be  strength- 
ened by  allies,  to  whom  we  ourselves  gave  being. 
At  all  events,  therefore,  the  interest  of  the  state  de« 
mands,  that  we  should  not  abandon  the  Arcadians ; 
that,  if  j)rcserved,  they  should  not  seem  to  owe  their 
preservation  to  themselves  ;  that  they  should  not 
owe  it  to  any  others ;  but  that  it  should  be  the  act 
of  the  Athenians. 

And  now,  ray  fellow-citizens  !  I  call  the  gods  to 
witness,  that  I  hayc.spqken,  not  from_.private  affec- 
tion, not  from  particular  resentment  to  either  part}', 
_bvit Irani  a-iTgard.to  ..^diat  J  deem  the  reaLjLPtcrpst 
-of  mv  country.  This,  then,  is  my  opiniou  j  that 
you  should  not  abandon  the  people  of  Megalo- 
polis ;  nO;  nor  any  weaker  state  to  the  power  of  the 
stronger*. 

*  It  does  not  appear  from  histo'.y  that  this  oration  had  the  due 
efFtict.  Whether  the  prospect  of  recovering  Oropus  had  greater 
influence  than  the  more  liberal  and  less  contined  policy  of  De- 
mosthenes 3  or,  whether  the  present  circumstances  and  connexion* 
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of  the  Athenians  prevented  ihf-m  from  acting  in  favour  of  the 
Megalopolitans;  certain  it  is,  that  they  did  not  exert  themselves 
on  this  occasion,  in  defence  of  the  liberty  of  Peloponnesus.  The 
quarrel  was  carried  on,  for  some  short  time.  Ihe  Lacedemo- 
ni;in;;  had  generally  the  advantage  j  but  soon  found  it  necessary 
to  end  the  war,  by  a  truce  with  the  people  of  Megalopolis. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

AN  attempt  made  fin  the  hundred  and  fifth 
Olvm^  .J)  to  reduce  ti  states  cf  Chios,  Cos, 
and  Rhodes,  to  a  dependency  on  Athens,  pro- 
duced the  war,  'vcll  known  by  ti;.;  n^ms  of  The 
Social  IVar ;  which  was,  for  three  years,  sup- 
ported by  the  Athenians,  on  one  side;  and,  on 
the  other,  by  the  Chians,  Coans,  and  Rhodiyns, 
assisted  by  the  Byzantines,  and  by  Mausolus, 
king  of  Caria  ;  which  prince,  (or  rather  his  wife 
Artemisia,  who  governed  in  his  name,)  was  the 
principal  agent  in  fomenting  this  quarreL  Their 
fears  of  the  Persian  arms  obhged  the  Athenians 
to  give  a  peace  to  the  confederates,  in  which  it 
w^as  expressly  stipulated,  that  they  should  be 
free  and  independent.  So  that,  in  effect,  these 
states  triumphed  over  their  adversary ;  whose 
concessions  were  extorted  by  necessity,  and  who, 
of  consequence,  harboured  all  the  resentment  of 
disappointed  ambition  against  their  opponents. 

The  people  of  Rhodes,  who  had  engaged 
warmly  in  this  confederacy,  had  formerly  been 
indebted  to  Athens  for  assistance,  in  defence  of 
their  popular  form,  of  government,  against  the 
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favourers  of  aristocracy  ;  who,  on  their  part,  had 
been  supported  by  the  Lacedemonians.  The 
peace,  now  co:^  eluded,  promised  to  put  an  end 
to  those  civil  commotions  and  revolutions  to 
which  tlie  state  of  Rhodes  had  been  exposed. 
But  the  enterprising  genius  of  x\rtemisia, 
who  now  reigned  in  Caria,  prompted  her 
to  attempt  the  conquest  of  Rhodes.  The 
king  of  Persia  favoured  her  design  against 
an  island,  which,  by  its  situation,  commanded 
the  ^gean  sea,  and  rendered  the  passage  into 
Greece  secure  and  easy ;  and  which  he  justly 
expected  to  gain  from  the  Carian  princess,  by 
treaty,  or  by  arms,  with  less  umbrage  to  the 
Greeks  than  any  direct  attack  would  give. 

As  a  step  previously  necessary  to  this  design, 
the  aristocratical  faction  was,  partly  by  the  gra- 
dual influence  of  secret  practices,  and  partly  by 
force,  established  in  the  government  of  Rhodes  ; 
which  they  proceeded  to  exercise  in  an  oppres- 
sive and  tyrannical  manner.  The  people,  whose 
liberties  were  thus  overturned,  saw  no  resource 
HI  their  distress,  but  to  apply  to  the  generosity 
of  Athens,  their  ancient  protector.  Ambassa- 
dors were  dispatched  to  implore  the  assistance 
of  the  great  defenders  of  liberty  ;  and,  in  the  as- 
sembly convened  on  this  occasion,  the  following 
oration  was  delivered  in  favour  of  the  people  of 
Rhodes. 
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Their  cause  laboured  under  many  difficulties. 
They  had  defied  the  people  whose  protection 
they  were  soliciting,  and  were  now  the  objects 
ot  their  resentment. — Their  late  opposition  was 
considered,  at  Athens,  as  the  effect,  not  of  a 
zeal  for  liberty,  but  of  ingratitude  and  pride,  of 
perverseness  and  insolence,  which  were  repre- 
sented as  a  part  of  their  national  character.  No 
speaker  could  venture  to  oppose  these  sentiments, 
which  afforded  those  who  spoke  against  the 
Rhodians  ample  matter  for  invective.  It  was 
well  k'lown  that  the  Persian  king  interested 
himself  in  favour  of  the  reigning  party  at  Rhodes. 
The  danger  of  irritating  this  prince  had  been, 
by  Demosthenes  himself,  strongly  urged  upon 
other  occasions.  So  that,  not  only  the  passions 
and  prejudices  of  the  assembly,  but  policy  also, 
pleaded  powerfully  against  the  present  demand 
of  the  E-hodians.  In  these  circumstances,  they 
required  an  able,  artful,  and  insinuating  advo- 
cate :  and  such  they  found  in  our  orator. 


THE 

ORATION 


FOR    THE 


LIBERTY  OF  THE  RHODIANS. 

ThessalOj  Archon — Olympiad  10/.  An.  2. 

When  affairs,  like  these,  become  the  subject  of 
our  debates,  it  is  my  opinion,  Athenians  !  that  a 
general  liberty  of  speech  should  be  allowed  to  all 
in  this  assembly  \     Not  that  I  have  ever  thought  it 

^  This  exordium  seems  to  have  been  founded  on  some  particu- 
lar circumstances  of  the  assembly,  or  some  ditficuities,  which 
Demosthenes  was  obliged  to  encounter,  before  be  could  obtain 
an  audience  :  The  assembly  of  the  people  at  Athens  was  neces- 
sarily subject  to  the  inconveuiencies  attending  all  popular  meet- 
ings. Clamour,  tumult,  and  contention,  frequently  disturbed  it ; 
especially,  when  the  point  in  debate  was  of  an  important  kind  j 
or  the  popular  leaders  divided ;  and,  by  interest  or  principle, 
prompted  to  support  their  different  opinions  and  parties,  with 
zeal  and  ardour.  Sometimes,  (as  we  Jearn  from  some  passages 
in  yEschines,)  the  leaders  on  one  side  took  occasion  to  seize  the 
gallery,  from  whence  the  speakers  addressed  themselves  to  the 
people,  and,  by  open  violence,  prevented  any  one  from  taking  his 
place  there,  who  was  not  a  friend  to  the  measures  which  they 
recommended.  Sometimes  the  magistrates,  who  presided  in  the 
assembly,  either  thought  it  necessary,  for  the  preser.-aiion  of 
peace  and  order,   or  were  induced  by  private  motives,  to  exert 
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difficult  to  point  out  the  measures  fittest  to  be  pur- 
sued ;  for  (to  speak  my  thoughts  plainly)  you  seem 
of  yourselves  sufficiently  apprized  of  Unese,  But  to 
prevail  on  you  to  pursue  them  :  there  is  the  diffi- 
culty. For,  when  any  thing  hath  been  resolved; 
when  it  hath  been  confirmed  by  your  voices,  we 
are  just  as  far  from  carrying  it  into  execution,  as  if 
it  had  never  been  resolved. 

One  particular  there  is,  eminently  distinguishable 
amongst  all  those  favours  which  we  owe  to  heaven. 
I  mean,  that  they  who,  not  long  since,  prompted 
by  their  insolence,  appeared  in  arms  against  us, 
now  rest  all  their  hopes  of  safety  on  this  state.  An 
event  which  should  inspire  us  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction.  For,  by  "a  just  and  proper  conduct 
upon  this  occasion,  we  shall,  by  our  actions,  glori- 
ously and  nobly  refute  the  calumnies  of  our  tra- 
ducers.  The  Chians,  and  the  Byzantines,  and  the 
Khodians,  accused  us  of  dangerous  designs  against 
them :  and,  from  this  pretence,  conspired  to  raise 
the  late  war  against  us.  But,  it  will  now  appear 
that''  Mausolus,  the  great  author  and  conductor  of 

their  authority,  and  to  circumscribe  that  liberty  of  speech,  for 
which  the  coiiititution  ot  Athens  had  so  scrupulously  provided. 
Hence,  frequently  arose  a  turaultuons  mixture  of  acclamation, 
opposition,  loud  and  vehement  commanding,  and  earnest  expos- 
tulation, which  formed  a  scene  fitted  to  discourage  and  terrify 
an  unexperienced  or  dastardly  speaker}  a  scene  for  which  De- 
liiosthenes  prepared  himself,  by  declaiming  on  the  sea-shore, 
amidst  the  i  oaring  of  the  waves. 

*  This  passage  seems  to  intimate  that  measures  had  been  taken 
to  establish  the  aristocracy  at  Rhodes,  during  the  lite-lirae  of 
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this  war — he  who  affected  such  zeal  for  the  inte- 
rest of  the  Uhodians, — is  the  very  person  who  de- 
prived them  of  their  freedom  :  that'^  the  Chians  and 
Byzantines,  who  then  professed  to  be  their  alhes, 
have  rekised  to  assibt  them  when  distressed :  but 
that  you,  the  great  obj»cts  of  their  apprehensions, 
prove  to  be  the  people,  of  all  others,  to  wliom  alone 
they  are  indebted  for  protection.  When  this  is  once 
made  manifest  to  the  world,  such  must  be  the  senti- 
ments with  which  you  shall  inspire  the  people  of 
every  community,  that  they  will  regard  your  friend- 
ship as  the  pledge  of  their  security.  And  surely 
you  cannot  enjoy  greater  happiness  than  such  an 
universal  confidence  and  afrection. 

It  is  with  surprise  I  find  the  very  persons  who 
urged  us  to  oppose  the  King^  in  defence  of  the 

Mausol'is.  The  queen,  who  is  said  to  have  directed  and  governed 
her  husband,  prcbibly  reccm mended,  and  made  some  progress  in 
the  execution  of  a  design,  which  was  crowned  with  complete 
success  iu  her  ov.n  reign. 

a  It  was,  probablv'.  the  fear  of  Artemisia's  power  which  pre^ 
vented  the  Chians  and  Byzantines  from  assisting  their  friends  the 
Rhodians  to  overturn  the  usurpation.  Otherwise,  tlie  Chians, 
whose  government  was  repubhcan,  must  have  exerted  them- 
selves to  secure  the  like  constitution  to  their  allies- 

LVCCIIKSINI, 

b  When  Artaxerxes  engaged  in  the  war  with  Nectanebus,  king 
of  Egypt,  belli  parties  applied  to  the  Greeks  for  assistance:  the 
Persian  was  refused  j  but  such  numbers  of  Grecian  mercenaries 
engaged  in  the  service  of  Nectanebus,  that  he  was  enabled  to 
detach  four  thousand  of  these  to  the  assistance  of  the  Sidonians. 
Aud  probably  the  greater  part  of  these  forces  were  Athenians;  as 
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EgyptianSj  now  deterring  us,  by  the  apprehensions 
of  his  displeasure,  from  ei5gaging  in  the  affairs  of 
Rhodes  ;  and  this,  when  it  is  well  known  that  the 
llliodians  are  really  Greeks  ;  the  others,  of  the  num- 
ber of  this  prince's  subjects. 

Therp:  are  some  among  you  who  may  remember 
that,  at  the  time  when  the  affairs  of  Persia  were  the 
subject  of  our  consultations,  I  was  the  first,  I  think 
the  only,  or  almost  the  only  one,  to  recommend  it 
as  the  wisest  measure,  not  to  assign  your  enmity  to 
the  King,  as  the  motive  of  your  ar-inament :  to 
make  your  preparations  against  your  avowed  ad- 
versaries: but  to  employ  them  even  against  him, 
should  lie  attem.pt  to  injure  you.  Nor  did  I  urge 
lliese  things  without  your  fall  concurrence.  You 
received    them   with  applause^.     On  this   present 

the  inveterate  resentment  of  this  people  lo  the  Persians  prompted 
them  to  take  all  means  of  opposing  them,  which  were  not  abso- 
iulely  inconsistent  with  treaties.  Lucchesini. 

*  The  approbation  of  tlir-  people,  he  affects  to  consider  as  a  full 
proof  of  the  justness  of  these  his  sentiments.  "  If  they  be  then 
"  just,  the  King  mast  adopt  them;  no  other  can  be  recom- 
"  mended  to  him.  And  if  his  conduct  is  to  be  guided  by  such  prin- 
"  ciples,  he  cannot  be  provoked  to  take  up  arms  against  the  Athe- 
"  nians,  by  their  interposition  in  favour  of  the  libeity  of  Rhodes 
"  (a  Grecian  state).  It  must  be  equally  his  interest  not  to  oppose 
**  the  Athenians,  where  his  own  king'^oni  is  not  immediately 
"  attacked,  as  it  is  for  tlie  Athenians  not  to  give  unnecessary 
♦'  umbrage  to  him.  Such  delicacy  and  caution  must  be  acknow- 
♦'  Icdged  just  and  necessary,  but  are  quite  diti'erent  from  a  supine 
"  in=(tlention  to  all  his  motions;  and  an  abject  concession  of  all 
••  the  conquests  he  may  be  prompted  to  make,  however  injurious 
"  to  Greece.     Such  conduct  would  not  only  be  dishonouiablc 


Orat.  X III.  O  R  A  T  I  O  :\  3.  3Gy 

occasion,  my  sentiments  are  exactly  consonant  to 
what  I  then  proposed.  And  were  I  a  subject  to  the 
Ki^G,  were  I  called  tobe  his  counsellor,  to  him  I 
should  suggest  the  very  measures  I  now  recommend 
to  you  ;  to  fight  for  his  own  dominions,  if  attacked 
by  any  of  the  Greeks;  never  to  indulge  an  extrava- 
gant ambition  of  making  foreign  conquests.  If, 
on  your  part,  ye  men  of  Athens  !  it  be  resolved  to 
give  up  all  those  cities  to  the  King,  which  he 
may  reduce  to  his  obedience,  by  surprising  and  de- 
ceiving some  members  of  the  several  cities ;  it  is  a 
resolution  I  can  by  no  means  praise.  But,  if  ye  be 
persuaded,  that  in  the  cause  of  justice,  ye  should, 
on  all  occasions,  boldly  draw  the  sword,  and  en- 
counter every  difficulty  ;  in  the  first  place,  such  oc- 
casions will  occur  more  rarely,  the  more  you  are 
possessed  with  this  persuasion  ;  and  then,  it  must 
be  acknowledged,  that  such  sentiments  arc  worthy 
of  this  state. 

That  I  recommend  nothing  new,  in  moving 
vou  to  give  liberty  to  the  Khodians;  that  you  will 
do  nothing  new,   if  my  counsels  should   prevail; 


"  but  impoliuc.  While,  on  the  contrary,  vigour  and  resolution 
*'  prudently  directeci,  instead  of  involving  them  in  war,  must  awe 
"  their  enemies,  and  preserve  thetn  in  peace  and  security." — This 
seems  to  be  the  sum  of  the  present  argument.  And  the  judicious 
will  probably  forgive  the  attempt  to  open  and  illustrate  particular 
passages,,  as  the  sentiments,  in  this  oration  especially,  are  deli- 
vered with  such  liveliness  and  rapidity,  that  a  reader,  not  strictly 
attentive,  is  oftentimes  in  dt?nger  of  losing  the  fv.ll  view  tf  oci 
orator. 

VOL.  I.  B    £ 
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may  appear  iVoiii  one  instance  of  our  former  con- 
duct, which  proved  of  important  service.  It  may 
be  rcrneniberecl,  Athenians  !  that  you  once  sent  out 
Timotheus,  to  assist  Ariobai-zanes\  It  was  ex- 
pressly prescribed  in  his  commission,  that  he  should 
ijot  proceed  to  any  infringement  of  our  treaty  with 
the  King.  He  saw  that  Ariobarzancs  had  openly 
revolted  from  his  master.  He  saw  that  Samos  was 
held   by  Cyprothcmcs,   and  his    Persian  garrison; 

*Tlie  lirne  and  circumstances  of  llic  expedition  do  not  sfcm 
liecessnry  for  illustrating  the  argument  of  Deinostlicnes,  as  lie  him- 
Sv  If  hath  distinctly  explained  the  particulars  necessary  for  his  pur- 
pose. However,  the  reader  whose  curiosity  may  prompt  him  to 
SI  ck  for  farther  information,  has  here  a  fuller  account,  from  tlie 

Italian  conimentator. There  is  no  doubt,  but  that  Timotheus 

was  sent   on   this  expedition  in  the  second,  or   the  beginning  of 
llie    third  year   of  tlie   lO-ith  Olympiad  :   because,   in  this  year, 
AriobarzHues,  togftlier  with  some  other  satraps  on  the  sea-coast, 
JSkmsolus,  and  Tachus  king  of  Egypt,  revolted  from  Artaxerxes. 
Ihe    rebellion   of  Ariobarzanes  was  probably  unknown  to   the 
Athenians  at   this   time.     The  design  of  the  expedition  was,  to 
est;i.blish  this.satmp  in  the  government  of  Phrygia,  which  he  had 
seized    on    the   death  of  Mithridates,   by    iiis    own    authority : 
though  possibly  he   mi2,ht  have  assured  the  Athenians  that  he 
bad  actedby  the  kings  eommi^sion.      Hence  xvas  Timotheus  sent 
to  support  hiir,  u  ill)  instructions,  hou  e\cr,  to  commit  no  infringe- 
mint  of  the  trealifs  subsisting  between  Athens  and  the  Persian. 
And  as   this  genrr;d   could   not,  consistently  v  ith   these  instruc- 
lious,  pursue  the  ii-.iended  expedition  in  favour  of  Ariobarzanes,  it 
\\.,i.  nut  wiij-.out  o^ood  rear.ot:  that  he  cliose  to  employ  his  torce  in 
the  lelii.f  of  Samo-; ;   which  uas  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Athens, 
ae.d  unjustly  seized  by  the  Kino's  lieutenants,  in  order  to  facili- 
tate his  operations  against  the  rebels  on  the  sea-coast.     Nor  was 
u  at  all   pvu.dtut  for  the  Athenians  to  sufllr  the  Persians  to  pos- 
hes-, an   island,  Ironi  ♦.vhcuce  tliey  might  readily  pass  over  inta 
( J  recce- 


Gi-at.Xur.  ORATIONS.  371 

and  that  Tigranes,  the  King's  own  lieutenant,  had 
placed  them  in  this  city,  lb  Ariobarsancs,  there- 
fore, he  refused  assistance:  Samos  he  invested,  and 
restored  to  Ireedom.  And,  to  this  day,  we  never 
were  involved  in  any  w^ar,  on  this  account.  For 
there  is  a  material  difference  between  these  two 
motives  for  war ;  the  enlargement  of  dominion, 
and  the  defence  of  rightful  possessions.  When  an 
invasion  is  to  be  repelled,  the  contest  is  supported 
to  the  utmost ;  not  so,  for  the  objects  of  ambition. 
Men  will,  indeed,  attempt  to  gratify  this  passion, 
if  permitted  ;  but,  if  opposed,  they  do  not  charge 
the  opposition  as  injurious.  Nor  do  I  think  that 
Artemisia  will  act  contrary  to  these  principles,  if 
the  state  should  interpose  in  the  affairs  of  Rhodes. 
Hear  me  for  a  moment,  and  judge  whether  my  rea-^ 
sons  be  well-founded  or  invalid.  ; 

I  THINK,  then,  that  if  all  the  King's  attempts 
in  Egypt  had  been  crowned  v.iih  effectual  success, 
Artemisia  would  have  exerted  her  utmost  efforts  to 
reduce  Rhodes  to  his  subjection  :  not  from  an  af- 
fection to  the  King,  but  in  order  to  bind  him  by  a 
signal  favour,  should  he  extend  his  dominions  to 
her  neighbourhood  ;  that,  in  return,  he  might  ad- 
mit her  to  the  strictest  connexions  of  friendship. 
But,  since  he  iiath '' acted — as  fame  reports  j  since 

*  We  learn  from  Diodorus.  (L.  16.)  that,  in  the  present  year 
when  the  oration  was  delivered,  Ochns  had  not  penetrated  as  far 
as  Egypt;  but  led  his  army  again-^t  Sidon  ;  which  citjr  being  be- 
trayed by  Mentor,  and  Tennes  its  king,  was  set  on  tire^  and  re-» 

E  B  2 
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he  hath  been  nnsiiccessful  in  all  his  attempts:  she 
iiiiist  suppose,  (and  it  is,  in  fact,  the  case)  that  this 
island  can  be  of  no  other  use  to  him,  but  as  a  cita- 
del, to  awe  her  kingdom,  and  to  controul  her  mo- 
tions. So  that,  in  my  opinion,  she  would  rather 
that  we  were  in  possession  of  the  island,  (provided 
that  this  did  not  appear  to  be  the  act  of  Artemisia,) 
ihan  that  he  should  gain  it.  Nor  would  she  assist 
him  in  ^uch  an  attempt ;  at  least,  not  with  sincerity 
and  vigour.  As  to  the  King,  how  he  may  act  on 
any  emergency,  I  do  not  pretend  to  say.  But,  that 
it  highly  imports  this  state  to  have  it  known  ex- 
plicitly, whether  he  means  to  assert  any  claim  to 
Khodes  or  no  ;  this  I  firmly  maintain.  If  he  should, 
our  consultations  are  not  to  be  confined  to  the  Rho- 
dians;  our  concern  must  be  for  ourselves,  and  for 
all  the  Greeks. 

a  Yet,  were  these  Rhodians,  who  now  possess  the 

cluced  to  ashes  by  the  inhabitants.  From  hence  the  Persian":; 
marched,  the  next  year,  into  Egypt,  where  they  at  first  met  with 
iioaje  sinister  accidents,  (a  considerable  part  of  the  army  being 
lost  in  morasses)  though  in  the  conckision  they  were  enabled  to 
eonquer  Nectanebus  at  Peluslum,  and  to  reduce  him  to  the  ut- 
most extremity.  Thus  the  assertion  of  Demosthenes  seems  not 
reconcileable  to  hist(jry.  But  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  a 
passionate  eagerness  for  intelligence  was  a  distinguishing"  part  of 
the  character  of  the  Athenians  :  which,  we  must  suppose,  was 
frequently" gratified  hy  rumours  and  advices  invented  to  please 
tliem,  and  artfully  or  credulously  propagated.  Something  of 
this  kind  might  have  happened  at  present:  and  agreeable  news 
from  the  Persian  camp,  whether  believed  by  the  orator  or  no, 
might  have  been  assumed  as  certain,  without  any  scruple,  to 
answer  the  present  purpose. 

a  At   fir.t  ghmce,  it  nia\^  emir  ro  ihe  re.ader  to  ask  hovir  it 
■} 
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city,  strong  enough  to  maintain  their  possessions^  I 
should  not  have  advised  them  to  grant  you  aid  ; 
no,  though  they  should  make  you  the  most  magni- 
ficent promises.  For  I  find,  that,  in  order  to  dis- 
solve the  free  government,  mey  first  seduced  some 
citizens  to  their  party  ;  and  then,  the  moment  they 
had  gained  their  purpose,  they  drove  out  tliQse  very 
cilizehs.     And  they  who  have  been  false  to  both 

comes,  that  Demosthenes,  who  pleads  for  the  restoration  of  the 
popular  state,  here  seems  to  speak  in  favour  of  the  reigning  party. 
And  though  the  commentators,  &c.  take  no  notice  of  any  difficulty 
in  this  passage,  it  may  not  be  deemed  impertinent  to  endeavour  to 
illustrate  its  purport  and  connexi(4i. Demosthenes  hath  en- 
deavoured to  pto.e  that  the  King,  however  he  may  favour  or 
support  the  aristocracy  at  Rhodes,  yet  will  not  coniiidcr  the  inter- 
terposition  of  the  Athenians,  in  defence  of  the  liberty  of  thaf 
island,  as  an  act  of  hostility  against  him  ;  and  that  neither  he, 
nor  Artemisia,  will  oppose  them.  "  Not  that  I  pretend,"  saith 
the  orator,  "  to  ascertain  what  the  King's  designs  are,  or  what 
**  measures  he  may  pursue.  But  if  he  should  assert  any  direct 
*'  claim  to  the  dominion  of  Rhodes,  his  treaty  with  the  Greeks  is 
'•'  broken  :  ^^'e  and  all  Greece  are  threatened.  The  question  is 
*'  no  longer  how  the  Rhodians  shall  be  governed;  the  island 
*'  must  be  defended  for  our  own  sake,  whatever  party  may  pre- 
*'  vail  there.  But,  in  such  a  case,  it  is  the  interest  of  Greece,  not 
^'  that  of  the  aristocratical  faction  at  Rhodes,  which  should  be 
*'  considered;  and  however  warrantable,  and  just,,  and  prudent,  a 
*'  vigorous  defence  of  the  island  would  then  be ;  yet  still,  nothing 
♦'  but  necessity,  nothing  but  the  certainty  of  its  falling  into  the 
"  power  of  the  Persian,  without  our  assistance,  could  induce  me 
"  to  recommend  the  granting  that  .ns.^istancc.  If  the  reigning 
*'  party  could  by  themselves  defend  the  island,  they  do  not  merit, 
*•  nor  should  they  be  favoured  with,  our  interposition:  but,  if 
•'  not,  our  own  and  our  nation's  interests  require,  thsJ  we  should 
"  defeat  the  designs  of  the  Persian  against  Rhodes,  even  though 
♦'  this  party  should  reap  the  immediate  advantage." 

B  S  J 
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parties,  cannot,  I  presume,  prove  faithful  allies  to 
this  state. 

These  things  I  never  should  have  urged,  had  I 
only  considered  the  interest  of  Rhodes.  I  have  no 
public*  attachment  to  its  state;  no  particular  c-on- 
nexion  with  any  of  its  citizens;  or,  were  I  engaged 
by  both  these  ties,  in  this  assembly  I  should  be  in- 
flueneed  only  by  the  interest  of  my  country.  As  to 
these  Rhodians  (if  one  may  so  speak  who  pleads  for 
their  protection,)  I  rejoice  at  what  hath  happened  : 
that  the  men,  who  could  not  bear  that  we  should 
regain  our  just  rights,  have  now  lost  their  own  li- 
berty:  that  they,  who  might  have  united  upon 
terms  of  equality  with  the  Greeks,  and  with  us,  the 
best  of  Greeks,  »> chose   to  admit   barbarians   and 

""Iha-jc  710  public,  &c.  The  citizens  of  the  more  eminent 
states  in  Greece  had  it  sometimes  in  their  power  to  confer  favours 
on  inferior  communities;  and  these  in  return  expressed  their 
gratitude  b;-  declaring  that  such  persons  should,  at  aBv  time  dur- 
ing their  residence  among  them,  be  entitled  to  entertainment  at 
the  public  expense.  In  like  manner,  favours  conferred  and  re- 
cei\fed  by  particular  persons,  entitled  them  to  the  rights  of  private 
faosipilality  from  each  other.  These  were  declarations  of  the  mo.st 
strict  and  invioLible  friendship  j  and  the  least  neglect  or  violation 
•of  this  hospitality  was  Hccounted  a  crime  of  the^'^most  heinous 
nature, — The  e.Kpressions  in  the  original  are  founded  on  these 
customs, 

h  By  barbarians  and  slaves,  he  means  the  forces  of  Artemisia^, 
which  she  sent  to  the  assistance  of  the  aristocratical  faction  5  aad 
•%'bich  they  kept  in  the  citadel  for  their  defence,  Lucchesinx. — 
The  admission  of  these  forces  into  Rhodes  is  ascribed  by  Vitruvius 
to  a  stratagem  of  an  extraordinary  nature.  He  tells  us,  the  Rho- 
Oi  uis  \v:A  a  private  ir.itcll'gence  in  Halicarnassus,  the  caf  ital  01 
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slaves  into  their  eitadel,  and  to  become  lluir  nhjcct 
vassals.  I  had  ahnot«t  said,  that  llicsc  thiii-'/.  niiist 
prove  of  ii^e  to  them,  it  \ou  vcw'/h-^arc  your  ai<l. 
In  a  course  of  pro^periiy,  I  know  noi  wheiher  th<y 
would  ever  have  returned  to  reason;  lor  lliey  arc 
Rliodians*.  But  now,  taught  by  experience  that 
perverse  toliy  is  the  cause  of  numberless  cal.unities, 
they  may  possibly  entertain  sentiments  more  just 
and  prudent  for  the  fuiure.  And  this,  I  appreliend, 
would  be  no  small  advantage  to  them.  L( !  us  then 
endeavour  to  a\ert  their  ruin  :  let  us  not  harbour 
ancient  resentments :  let  it  be  remembered,  that  you 
yourselves  have  oftentimes  been  deceived  by  those 
■who  entertained  designs  against  the  stale  :  and  yet, 
on  none  of  these  will  yc  confess  that  punishment 
should  be  inflicted. 

Caria;  and  hoped  that  the  inhabitants  would  willingly  unite  with 
them,  in  order  to  shake  ofl'the  yoke  of  a  woman.  In  these  expec- 
tatiens  they  sent  a  fleet  thither.  But  Artemisia,  having  disco- 
vered the  plot,  ordered  the  iiih;ibitants  to  range  thfm-,elvej  undtr 
their  walls,  and  to  receive  the  Illiodians  as  their  expected  deliver- 
ers. Deceived  by  this  appearance,  the  Rhodiiuis  landed,  and  left 
their  ships  deserted.  They  were  surro;»rded,  tmd  cut  to  jjieces. 
Artemisia,  who  had  ordered  luT  galleys  to  tall  down  .•■ome  canals 
which  communicated  with  the  port,  and  to  seize  their  ships^ 
now  set  sail  in  the  llhodian  fleet,  atjd  appeared  b(  fore  their  island. 
It  was  supposed  by  the  people  of  Hhodes,  ih.n  iheir  own  army 
was  returned  victorious;  and  the  Carians  were  ma-iters  of  their 
fortress  before  the  fatal  mistake  was  p-^rceived. 

*  T/tey  arj  R'/oJi.im.']  Homrr  c;illi  th'j  llliodians  uT:3'.Y,^x:yj;, 
ifisoUvt.  And  to  tiiis  d.iy  they  art-  said  to  be.  di^tingiiisheil  by 
the  same  fault,  though  now  reduced  to  tiic  cxtr/;mity  of  slaver) . 

LucClIESiNI, 
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Let  it  also  be  considered,  that  you,  my  fellow- 
citizens,  have  waged  many  wars  against  states,  both 
of  popular  and  oligarchal  government.  Of  this  you 
are  not  to  be  informed :  but,  perhaps,  you  have 
never  once  reflected,  what  were  the  causes  of  your 
several  wars  with  each.  With  popular  states'  your 
wars  arose  from  particular  coinplaints,  which  could 
not  be  decided  in  a  national  council;  or  from  d^s- 
putes  about  districts  and  boundaries ;  or  from  the 
love  ot  glory  or  pre-eminence.  But  of  your  wars 
with  ^OHgarchies,  there  w^re  different  causes: 
with  these  you  fought  for  your  constitution,  for 
your  liberty.  So  that  I  should  not  scruple  to  avow 
my  opinion,  that  it  would  be  better  for  us  to  be  at 
war  with  all  the  states  of  Greece,   provided "^  that 

*I  imagine  that,  the  orator  had  here  iii  view  the  expeditions 
against  the  Corinthiins  and  Syracusans.  With  the  former,  the 
Athenians  contended  about  boundaries  and  territoryj  particular 
causes  of  complaint,  but  especially  ambition,  prompted  them  to 
wage  war  against  the  latter.  And  the  government  both  of  Co- 
rinth and  Syracuse  was  regularly  democratical.       Lucchesini. 

^  By  Oligarchies  the  orator  means  the  Boeotians  and  Megareans, 
but  principally  the  Lacedemonians.  Lucchesini. 

'  Wii/i  all  the  states  of  Greece,  proiided,  &c,)  To  this  the  ora- 
tor subjoins  a  reason,  which  makes  the  assertion  appear  less  ex- 
traordinary :  "  If  attacked  by  all,  it  is  true,  the  contest  could  not 
*■'  be  supprTted,  yet  no  terms  of  accommodation  would  be  imposed 
"  that  would  alter  or  destroy  our  constitution.  But  no  peace 
"  could  secure  the  freedom  of  the  only  democratical  state.  The 
"  enemies  of  liberty,  however  apparently  reconciled,  must  ever 
"  hate  and  fear,  and  at  length  destroy  it." — As  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  translate  this  passage  in  a  manner  different  from  that  of 
the  commentators  and  interpreters,  it  will  be  necessary  fairly  to 


^/ 
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they  enjoyed  a  popular  government,  than  to  be  in 
friendship  with  thetn  all,  if  commanded  by  Oligar- 
chies. For,  with  free  states,  I  should  not  think  it 
difficult  to  conclude  a  peace  whenever  ye  were  in- 
clined;  but  with  oligarchal  governments,  we  could 
not  even  form  an  union,  to  be  relied  on.     For,  it  is 

quote  the  original  at  large.  ' ilrte  e'yyjys  sk  av  oy-vr^<raiiu  slirsTv 
fj,a\Xov  riyifc-^OLi  cvy^f^siv,  hiixoY.ooCieiUc'vs^  reV'EAAr^va;'   difavlxs 

T'oAsjU.erv  vfJi-Tya,  r/ 0  Xiyccc^sy^ivHf  (piXs;  sivai. Ar:ixoy.§ahfi,iy8f 

78$  ''EXXr^va.^  hath    been  generally   taken    as   equivalent  to  r»f 
7mv  ''EXXrjyujy   ^ixcy.coilHyJyec,  &c.     And  the  original  nndcrstood 
as  containing  this  assertioHj   //  ii'ozild  hi:'  more  eligible  that  all  the 
reptibltcs  in  Greece  should  he  at  ivar  luith  us,  than  iliat  ive  should 
be  in  alliance  ivith  nil  the  Oligarchies.     1  he  learned  in  the  Greek 
language  will  determine  whether,  in  order  to  warrant  this  inter- 
pretation, the  form   of  the  sentence  in  the  original  should  not 
have  been  r«f  OTjaoxfaTyagvyf'E/.Avjyaf,  instead  v)ilyj^w.co}s^i.ys^ 
r^f,  &c.     But_,  not  to  insist  on  grammatical  niceties,  it  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  reader,  who  attends  to  the  liistory  and  circumstances 
of  Greece,  whether  to  be  at  war  with  the  free  states,  tliat  is,  the 
states  of  Peloponnesus,  or  to  be  in  alliance  with  the  Oligarchies, 
that  is  (principally)  the  states  of  Lacedemon  and  Lccotia,  be  two 
particulars  so  necessarily  incompatible,  as  to  oblige  the  Athenians 
to  choose  one  or  the  other.     If  it  be  said  that  it  is  sufficient  to 
suppose  that  particular  quarrels  might  arise,   in  which  an  union 
with  Sparta  and  Boeotia  would  prevent  the  free  states  from  at- 
tacking the  Athenians;  and  the   rejecting  this  union  might  en- 
courage them  to  the  attack;  in  such  case  I  suspect  that  the  orato? 
never  could  have  advised  his  countrymen  to  engage  singly  in  a 
war,  as  the  most  eligible  measure,   which,  by  vv'eakening  eacl^ 
party,  would  render  both  an  easier  prey  to  those,  who  are  sup- 
posed (from  the  nature  of  their  constituiion)  to  be  their  common 
enemies.     And  such  advice  would  still  be  more  unaccountable, 
should  it  be  supposed,   that,  in   consequence  of  rejecting  the  al- 
liance of  Sparta  and  BoeoLia,  these  states  wo^ild  unite  with  the 
enemies  oi  Athens, 
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not  possible  that  the  few  can  entertain  a  sincere 
affection  for  the  many  ;  or  the  friends  of  arbitrary 
power,  lor  the  men  who  choose  to  live  in  free 
equality. 

I  AM  smpriscd,  that  none  among  you  should 
conceive,  that  if  the  ^Chians,  and  the  Mitylencans, 
and  now  the  Rhodians,  are  to  be  subjected  to  a  few  ; 
I  had  almost  said,  if  all  mankind  are  to  be  thus  en- 
slaved, our  con-litution  must  he  threatened  with 
danger.  It  is  surprising,  ihat  none,  among  you 
should  reflect,  that  if  this  form  of  polity  be  esta- 
blished in  every  place,  it  is  not  possible  that  our  free 
governnjcnt  should  be  suffered  to  continue.  For  it 
must  then  be  certain,  that  none  others  but  the 
Athenians  can  arise  to  restore  afi'airs  to  their  origi- 
nal state  of  freedom.  And  those  whom  men  regar-d 
as  dangerous,  they  must  ever  labour  to  destroy.  In 
every  other  case,  they  who  act  urijustly,  are  enemies 
only  to  those  whom  their  injustice  hath  immediately 
affected  ;  but  they  who  sub'>(Tl  free  stales,  aiid  ic- 
*duce  then]  to  the  power  of  a  lew,  are  to  be  deemed 
the  comnion  enenucs  of  all  the  zealous  friends  of 
liberty.  And  justice  too  demands,  }e  nien  of 
Athens,  that  you,  who  enjoy  a  popular  government^ 

^  From  tliis  passage  it  seerus  not  improbable,  tlni{  the  dc>^Igns 
of  the  Feraiaii  had  extcndt'd  farther  tlnni  to  Rhodes;  aud  th:it  he 
bnd  by  hii  power  or  inflr.cncc  lately  ir.adc  alterations  in  the  stale 
and  govermncDt  of  these  iiiic'rior  i^haids,  whidi  tlie  embarrassed 
condition  of  ihc  Alheni.-.ns,  imhI  their  attention  lo  th.e  motions  of 
the  Maccjcloiuan  King,  Li;i^iii  have  prt^tnted  ihcm.  from  op-r 
^os:pg. 
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should  discover  tlie  same  concern  for  the  niisfor- 
hmes  of  otlier  free  states,  which  you  voursclves 
would  expect  from  them,  if  at  any  time  (which 
Heaven  avert !)  the  like  misfortunes  should  oppress 
yon.  It  miy  be  said,  indeed,  thnt  the  Rhodiansarc 
deservedly  distressed  :  but  this  is  not  a  time  for  such 
objections.  Let  the  prosperous  ever  shew  the  tcn- 
derest  solicitude  for  the  imhappy  j  since  none  can 
say  what  may  be  their  own  future  fortune. 

I  HAVE  heard  it  frequently  observed  in  this  a"^- 
sembly,  that,  when  the  state  was  in  its  deepest  dis- 
tress, there  were  not  wanting  friends  to  concert 
measures  for  its  restoration.  Of  this  I  shall,  at  pre- 
sent, briefly  mention  but  one  instance,  I  mean  that 
of  the  ^Argives.  And  I  should  be  sorry  that  we, 
whose  distinguished  character  it  is  to  ])rotcct  the 
wretched,  should  appear  inferior  to  the  Argives  in 
this  particular.  They,  though  seated  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Lacedemon,  w^itnesses  of  the  uncontroulcd 
power  of  this  city,  both  by  sea  and  land  ;  vet,  could 
not  be  diverted,  could  not  be  deterred,  fro:u  ex- 
pressing their  aftection  to  the  Athenians.  \A  hen 
ambassadois  came  from  Lacedemon,  to  demand 
some   Athenian   exiles  who   had    tak.cn  lefuge   at 

■»  This  instance  of  thr  magnanimity  of  the  Argives  must  have 
been  particularly  agreeable  to  the  assembly,  as  the  form  of  go- 
vernment at  Argos  was,  like  that  of  Athens,  republican.  'Ihe 
memory  of  this  noble  and  gentrous  act  hnih  been  passed  over  bj 
historians.  But  we  have  it  here  preserved,  enlivened.,  and  en* 
forced,  by  the  most  vi>id  coVouring,  and  ths  utmost  strength  of 
fxpression,  Li;gcu£sini. 
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Argos,  they  declared  by  a  decree,  that  unless  these 
ambassadors  departed  from  their  city,  before  the 
setting  sun,  they  should  be  accounted  enemies. 
And  would  it  not  be  shameful,  my  countiymen, 
that  the  populace  of  Ai'gos  should,  in  such  times  as 
these,  defy  the  terror  of  tlie  Lacedemonian  power 
and  sovereignty  ;  and  yet,  that  you,  who  are  Athe- 
nians, should  be  terrified  by  a  barbarian ;  nay,  by  a 
woman  ?  The  Argives  might  have  justly  pleaded, 
that  they  had  oftentimes  been  conquered  by  the 
Lacedemonicins.  But  you  have  frequently  proved 
"victorious  over  the  King^  never  were  once  de- 
feated, either  by  his  slaves  or  by  himself.  Or,  if 
the  Persian  boasts  to  have  obtained  any  advantage 
over  us,  he  owes  it  to  those  treasures  which  he 
lavished  on  the  corrupted  traitors  and  hirelings  of 
Greece.  If  ever  he  hath  prevailed,  by  these  means 
hath  he  prevailed.  Nor  have  such  successes  proved 
of  real  use.  No :  we  find  that,  at  the  very  time 
^vhen  he  was  endeavouring  to  depress  this  state,  by 
'the  help  of  Lacedemon  %  his  own  dominions  were 
exposed  to  the  dangerousaltemptsof  Clearchus  and 
Cyrus.  Thus  were  his  avowed  attacks  ever  un-^ 
successful ;  his  secret  practices  attended  v/ith  no 
real  ad\antage, 

'  In  the  first  year  of  the  Q-ith  Olympiad,  the  Lacedemonians 
became  master  of  Athens,  and  there  established  the  thirty  tyrants. 
In  the  fourth  year  of  the  same  Olympiad,  Cyrus  took  up  arms 
against  his  brother  Aitaxerxes.  So  that  between  these  two 
events,  but  a  small  interval  of  time  interveiied  3  which  fcufficienily 
warrants  the  assertion  of  the  orator.  Lvcchesinu 
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There  are  men  among  you,  who  frequently  af- 
fect a  disregard  of  Philip,  as  if  beneath  their  atten- 
tion, but  of  the  King  express  the  most  terrible  ap- 
prehensions, as  of  an  enemy  truly  dangerous  to 
those  whom  he  may  determine  to  attack.  If  then 
we  are  never  to  oppose  the  one,  because  weak  ;  and 
to  make  unbounded  concessions  to  the  other,  be- 
cause formidable  ;  against  whom,  my  countrymen, 
are  wc  to  draw  our  swords  ? 

Theke  are  men  too  most  powerful  in  pleading 
ibr  the  rights  of  others,  in  opposition  to  your  de- 
mands. To  these  I  would  make  one  request;  that 
they  should  endeavour  to  display  an  equal  zeal  in 
the  defence  of  your  rights,  against  your  adversaries. 
Thus  shall  they  be  the  first  to  shew  a  real  regard  to 
justice.  It  is  absurd  to  urge  its  precepts  to  you,  if 
they  themselves  pay  no  deference  to  its  authority. 
And,  surely,  a  member  of  this  state  cannot  pretend 
to  a  regard  for  justice,  who  seeks  industriously  for 
every  argument  against  us,  never  for  those  which 
may  be  urged  in  our  favour.  Consider,  I  conjure 
you,  why,  among  the  Byzantines,  there  is  no  man 
to  inform  them,  that  they  are  n©t  to  seize  Chalce- 
dony which  is  really  the  King's;  which  you  some 
time  possessed  ;  but  to  which  they  have  no  sort  of 

a  Chalcedon.  This  city  of  Bythicia,  after  various  vicissitnd&S 
of  fortune,  had  been  given  up  to  the  King  of  Persiri,  by  the  peace 
of  Antalcldns.  But  now  it  appears  to  have  been  exposed  in  the 
intasions  of  the  Byzantines  as  well  as  Sylembrla.  a  maritime  town 
in  th?  neighbourhood  of  Byzantium.  Lvcchesinu 
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claim  :  that  they  should  not  attempt  to  reduce  Sy- 
lembiia  to  their  subjection,  a  city  once  unfiled  in  alli- 
ance with  us:  that  in  assuming  a  power  of  determin- 
ing the  boundaries  of  the  Sylembrian  territory,  the 
Byzantines  violate  their  oaths,  they  infringe  those 
treaties  which  say  expressly,  that  this  people  shall 
be  governed  by  their  own  laws.  Why,  during  the 
life  of  Mausolus,  or  since  his  death,  hath  no  one 
been  found  to  inform  Artemisia,  that  she  is  not  to 
possess  herself  of  Cos,  of  Rhodes,  of  many  other 
Grecian  states,  which  the  King,  who  was  master  of 
ihem,  ceded  by  treaty  to  the  Greeks;  and  for  which 
the  Greeks  of  those  days  encountered  many  dangers, 
supported  many  noble  contests  ?  Or,  were  these 
things  thus  urged  to  both;  that  they  would  have 
any  influence,  is  by  no  means  probable. — I,  on  my 
part,  see  no  injustice  in  reinstating  the  people  of 
Rhodes;  but,  even  if  it  were  not  strictly  just,  yet, 
when  I  view  the  actions  of  others,  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  recommend  this  measure.  And  why  ?  Because, 
if  all  others  confined  themselves  within  the  bounds 
of  justice,  it  would  be  shameful  that  you,  Athe- 
nians, should  be  the  only  people  to  transgress.  But, 
when  every  other  state  seeks  all  opportunities  of 
acting  injuriously,  that  you  alone  should  give  up 
every  advantage,  from  pretended  scruples^  and  nice 
distinctions  of  right ;  this  is  not  justice,  but  cow- 
ardice. 

In  eiFeet,  indeed,  we  find  men  proportion  their 
claims  of  right  to  their  present  power.  Of  this  I 
shall  mention  one  example,   well  known   to    a\h 
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There  are"*  two  treaties  on  record  between  the 
Greeks  and  the  Kixg  ;  that  which  our  state  con- 
cluded, which  is  the  subject  of  universal  praise ; 
and  this  latter,  made  by  the  LaccdemonJans,  which 
was  condemned  as  odious  and  di:>honourabIe.  In 
these  treaties,  the  rights  of  either  party  weie  by  no 
means  defined  in  the  same  manner;  and  no  ivonder, 
for,  in  civil  society,  the  rights  of  individuals  are 

a  The  passage,  as  here  translated,  plainly  points  out  the  two 
most  famous  treaties  concluded  between  the  Greeks  and  Persii'-ns  : 
the  one,  by  Cimon  the  Athenian,  (An.  3.  Olymp.  77.;)  the  other, 
by  Antalcidas  the  Lacedemonian,  (An.  2.  Olymp.  ys  )  The  tirst 
was  made  immediately  after  the  final  overthrow  of  the  Persian 
forces  both  by  sea  and  land.  By  this  treaty  it  was  provided,  that 
all  the  Grecian  cities  in  Asia  should  be  free  and  independent  5 
and  that  no  Persian  ship  of  war  should  presume  to  sail  to  liie 
westward  of  the  Cyanacan  and  Chelidonian  islands:  that  is,  to 
approach  so  near  as  to  gi\e  the  lea"-!  un^brage  or  alarm  to  the 
Greeks  :  terms,  which  plainly  sup])osed  the  .superioiity  of  Greccr,^ 
and  are,  accordingly,  represented  by  historians  as  highly  hcno'jr- 
able  to  this  nation.  I'he  latter  treaty,  on  tlie  conlrary,  was  dic- 
tated by  the  Persians,  and  the  weakness  and  disorders  of  the 
Greeks  obliged  them  to  accept  of  it.  Ey  this,  the  Grecian  co- 
loniesa^"  iisia,  togdher  witli  some  of  the  inlands,  weie  formally 
given  up  to  the  power  and  jurisdicliou  of  the  Persian  ki?)g.  And 
historians  have  not  restrained  their  indignation  at  the  meanness 
and  ignominy  of  these  concessions. 

The  interpreters  and  commentators  Iiave  indcf  J  rendered  this 
passage  in  another  manner.  But,  without  entering  into  contro- 
versy, the  translator  submits  the  pertinency  and  propriety  of  the 
present  interpr-etation  to  the  judgment  of  the  lean.ed  reader ;  by 
no  means  confident,  yet  not  wi'.hout  hopea  of  his  concurrence. 
And,  should  he  happen  to  be  more  fortunate,  in  seme  particular 
instance,  than  his  predecessors  or  associates  in  the  same  labour,  ie 
esteems  it  a  matter  which  warrants  no  sort  of  triumph  or  ciul- 
feiion. 
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determined  by  tlie  laws,  with  the  same  equal  and 
common  regard  to  the  weak  and  to  the  strong. 
Bu*:,  in  pohtical  and  national,  transactions,  the 
powcrilil  ever  prescribe  the  bounds  of  right  to  the 
weaker.  You  assume  the  character  of  arbitrators 
and  defenders  of  justice :  be  careful  then  to  pre- 
serve such  power  as  may  give  due  weight  and  effect 
to  your  determinntions.  And  this  will  be  done 
by  shewing  that  the  Athenians  are  the  general  pa- 
trons and  protectors  of  liberty. 

_^  Sensible,  Indeed,  I  am,  and  with  good  reason, 
that  it  is  not  without  the  utmost  difficulty  that  you 
can  execute  any  purposes  of  moment. »  All  others 
have  but  one' contest  to  maintain,  that  against  their 
avowed  enemies:  wlicn  they  have  once  conquered 
these,  they  enjoy  the  fruils  of  their  conquest,  with- 
out further  opposition.  But  you,  Athenians  !  have 
a  double  contest  to  support.  Like  others,  you  have 
your  open  enemies  ;  but  you  have  enemies  still 
more  dangerous  and  alarming :  you  have  those  of 
your  own  citizens  to  subdue,  who,  in  this  assembly, 
are  eng^agcd  against  tlie  interests  of  their  country. 
And,  as  they  are  ever  strenuous  in  their  opposition 
to  all  useful  measures,  it  is  no  wonder  that  many  of 
our  designs  are  frustrated.  Pcrliaps,  those  emolu- 
ments which  their  corruplors  hold  forth  to  tempt 
them,  may  be  the  inducement  to  many,  boldly  to 
aspire  to  the  rank  of  ministers  and  ]rublic  counsel- 
lors. But  still  you  yourselves  may  be  justly  blamed. 
For  it  is  your  priii,  Athenians  !  to  entertain  the 
same  sentiments  with  rco;,ird  to  the  rank  of  civil 
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duty,  as  to  that  of  battle.  And  what  are  these  scn- 
tiaients  .'*  lie  who  deserts  the  post  assigned  him  by 
the  general,  you  pronounce'  infamous,  and  un- 
worthy to  share  the  common  rights  of  an  Athenian 
citizen.  In  like  m.anner,  he,  who,  in  our  civil  po- 
lity, abandons  the  station  assigned  by  our  ancestors, 
and  attempts  to  establish  the  power  of  the  few, 
should  be  declared  unworthy  to  speak  in  this  assem- 
bly. Do  you  think,  it  necessary  to  bind  our  allies 
by  an  oath,  to  have  the  same  friends  and  the  same 
enemies  with  us,  in  order  to  be  assured  of  their  at- 
tachment ?  And  shall  those  ministers  be  deemed 
truly  loyal,  who  are  certainly  and  evidently  devoted 
to  the  service  of  our  enemies  ? 

But,  what  might  be  urged  in  accusation  against 
them,'  what  might  be  urged  with  severity  against 
you,  it  is  by  no  means  difhcult  to  find.  By  v»hat 
counsels,  by  what  conduct,  the  present  disorders  of 
our  state  may  be  removed  ;  this  is  the  great  point 
of  difficulty.  Nor  is  this,  perhaps,  the  time  to  en- 
large on  every  particular.  Exert  yourselves  on  the 
present  occasion  ;  endeavour  to  render  your  designs 
ciiectual,  by  an  advantageous  execution  ;  and  then, 

'  In  the  Olynthiac  orations,  V-'c  find  Demosthenes  compl;iinui<T, 
tliat  the  severity  of  the  i'.nciciit  injlitiiry  laws  had  been  consider- 
.nbly  relaxed.  And  this  passage  furnishes  us  with  a  remarkable 
instance  of  such  rebxati(jn.  For,  by  the  original  Jaws  and  con- 
stitutions of  Athens,  it  was  declared  a  ca pit ajl  offence  for  any 
citizen  to  fly,  or  to  desert  from  his  post.  Even  he  who  castaway 
his  shield  was  punished  with  dc.th.  If  any  man  lost  it  by  acci- 
dental neglect,  he  was  bound  to  pay  a  fine  of  five  hundred 
drachmce.  LuccHEiiM. 
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your  other  interests  may,  perhaps,  gradually  wear  a 
fairer  aspect. 

It  is,  therefore,  niy  opinion,  that  you  should  en- 
gage in  the  affairs  of  this  people  with  the  utmost 
vigour;  and  act  as  becomes  the  dignity  of  Athens. 
Think  with  what  joy  you  attend  to  those  who  praise 
your  ancestors,  who  display  their  achievements,  and 
recount  their  trophies.  And  think,  that  your  an- 
cestors erected  these  trophies,  not  that  the  view 
might  barely  strike  you  with  admiration;  but  that 
you  might  imitate  the  virtues  of  the  men  who  raised 
them  \ 


a  From  the  succeeding  oration,  we  learn,  that  the  address  and 
energy  which  Demosthenes  exerted  in  favour  of  the  people  of 
Rhodes,  were  hy  no  means  effectual.  The  times  in  which  he 
lived  were  distracted  and  corrupted;  his  country  not  well  disposed, 
nor  indeed  possessed  of  forcfi  sufficient  to  support  the  general 
cause  of  liberty.  The  assembly  in  which  he  spoke  was,  (if  we 
except  some  extraordinary  cases  of  immediate  danger,)  ever  go- 
verned by  party.  The  citizens  came  together,  not  to  deliberate 
on  the  public  interests,  but  to  support  a  faction,  already  deter- 
mined, and  resolved  in  what  manner  to  give  their  voices;  and 
armed  against  the  power  of  truth.  It  is  no  wondef,  therefore, 
that  we  find  the  most  consummate  eloquence,  the  justest,  the 
strongest,  and  the  most  animated  representations,  in  so  many  in- 
stances unsuccessful. 
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